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D O W (Q. 

' as  fhrrHs,  .Tan  /.iy(jG,  /' )' /j  . ^/a/  ./ . Pt^Af/r  . 

I Naturally  begin  this  little  hiftory  with  the  account  of 
TVtf  Eden  Owain^  the  place  where  I firft  made  my  entrance 
into  this  bufy  world.  The  principal  houfe  in  this  townlhip, 

Downingy  was  built  in  the  year  1627.  It  certainly  had  no  Downing. 
pretenfions  to  the  Englijh  name  of  Vowningy  which  doubtlefsiy 
was  a corruption  from  Eden  Owainy  the  T^re  or  townfhip  in  which 
it  Hands.  The  founder  was  John.Pennanty  fon  of  Nicholas  Pennant, 
a younger  fon  of  Hugh  Pennant,  of  Bychton.  He  married  the 
heirefs  of  the  place,  and  built  a houfe,  which  was  much  too  large 
for  the  eftate.  The  Hones  were  brought  from  Nant-y-bi,  a dingle 
oppofite  to  the  houfe.  There  is  a tradition,  that  the  Hones  were 
rolled  along  a platform  from  the  top  of  the  quarry,  raifed  on  an 
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inclined  plane  till  they  reached  the  building,  and  there  were  ele- 
vated as  the  work  increafed  in  height,  till  the  whole  was  finifhed. 
The.houfe  is  in  form  of  a Roman  H,  a mode  of  architedure  very 
common  in  IVdes  at  that  period.  O-n  the  front  is  the  pious 
motto,  frequent  on  the  fFelJh  houfes,  Heb  Ddtiw  heb  ddimya  dtiw 
a digony  which  fignifies,  ‘ Without  God  there  is  nothing,  ■ with' 
* God  enough.’  There  were  only  four  generations  of  this  branchi- 
^'homasy  the  laft,  died  in  1 7 24,  and  was  buried  in  Whiteford  church, 
cn  June  6 th  of  the  fame  year.  He  bequeathed  his  eftate  to  my 
father,  who  made  the  houfe  his  refidencej,  his  own  father  being 
living,  and  the  houfe  much  better  than  our  paternal. 

My  Birth  Place.  To  prevent  =all  difputes  about  the  place  and  t^me  of  my  birth, 
be  it  known  that  I wasTorn  on  June  14th,  old  ftyle,  in 

the  room  now  called  the  Yellow  Room-,  that  the  celebrated  Mrs, 
Claytony  of  Shrewjhury,  ulhered  me  into  the  world,  and  delivered 
me  to  Mifs  Jenny  Parry,  of  Merten,  in  this  parifh;  who  to  her 
dying  day  never  failed  telling  me,  * Ah,  you  rogue  ! I remember 
‘ you  when  you  had  not  a fhirt  to  your  back.’ 

Antient  Mode  I WAS,  according  to  antient  cuftom,  put  out  to  nurfe  at  a neigh- 
ofInJursing.  boring  farm-houfe,  called  Pentre,  covered  with  thatch,  and 
which  at  prefent  would  be  deemed  a cottage.  My  nurfe’s  maiden 
name  was  Pennant  and  from  the  time  of  this  great  event  Ihe  re- 
fumed it,  notwithftanding  fhe  had  long  ufed  that  of  her  hufband, 
John  Pierce,  a freeholder  of  above  a hundred  a year.  He  and 
‘ file  were  fond  of  this  charge,  which  was  ever  efteemed  a peculiar 
favor  and  honor.  The  affedion  and  connedion  is  ftill  retained 
in  many  parts  of  Ireland-,  but  what  is  unfortunate  in  more  civilized 
Wales,  both  feem  at  prefent  aimoft  extinguilhed. 
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Of  the  affection  between  the  fofler-father,  fofter-nnother,  and  Affection  of 
forcer-brother,  the  inftances  were  frequent.  The  fidelity  of  * 

cip  Inko,  fofler-brocher  to  Jevan  ap  Vychan,  of  the  houfe  of  Gwedir, 
in  the  reign  of  Edward  IV.  was  a moft  noted  one.  In  a fatal 
feud  between  Jevan  and  his  brother-in-law  Rys  ap  Howel,  the 
latter,  expedling  a fray,  provided  a butcher  to  murder  Jevan  in 
the  confufion  of  the  battle,  and  to  him  he  gave  orders  in  thefe 
terms.  The  butcher  not  being  acquainted  with  Jevan,  Ap  Rys 
faid,  * Thou  fhalt  foone  difcerne  him  from  the  reft  by  his  ftature, 

' and  he  will  make  way  before  him.  There  is  a fofter-brother 
‘ of  his,  one  Robin  ap  Inko,  a little  fellow,  that  ufeth  to  match  him 
f behind : take  heed  of  him,  for  be  the  encountre  never  foe  hot, 

* his  eye  is  ever  on  his  fofter-brother  f — and  fo  it  happened. 

Rebin  fufpedted  the  treachery,  and  feeing  the  butcher  watching 
his  opportunity,  came  behind  him  and  knocked  him  on  the  head 
in  the  moment  in  which  he  had  come  behind  Jevan,  and  had 
aimed  one  at  that  of  his  beloved  fofter-brother.  The  patrimony 
of  his  faithful  follower  was  in  the  parifti  of  Llanderfel  and  to 
this  day  retains  the  name  of  Hyddin  Inko. 

In  thofe  days  there  was  great  competition  for  the  honor  of  Hokrid  Murder. 
foftering  the  children  of  great  men.  The  parfon  of  Llanvrothen 
near  *Jraeth-mawr,  had  taken  a child  of  Jevan  ap  Robert  to  nurfe. 

This  fo  grieved  the  wife  of  Rys  (her  hufband  having  more  land 
in  the  parifli  than  Jevan  had)  that  Ihe  determined  to  have  the 
poor  parfon  put  to  death.  A woman  was  fent  to  his  houfe,  who 
was  kindly  taken  in.  At  midnight  fhe  fet  up  hideous  cries,  pre- 
tending that  the  parfon  had  attempted  to  ravifh  her.  This  only 
was  a pretence  for  revenge;  the  woman  had,  as  the  hiftorian  fays, 
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to  her  brethren  three  notable  rogues  ‘ of  the  dananed  crew  fit  for 
* any  mifchiefj  being  (oWowers  of  Howel ap  Rys*  Thefe  watched 
the  parfon,  and  as  he  went  one  morning  to  look  to  his  cattle, 
cruelly  murdered  him ; the  jfcquel  is  told  in  the  djh  ’Tour , 
vol.  i.  p.  291,  and  the  proper  end  of  the  villains. — Thefe  extradls 
are  taken  from  the  hiftory  of  the  Gwedir  family,  a curious  pub- 
lication, for  which  we  are  indebted  to  my  true  fi'iend  the  Honor- 
able Dames  Barrington. 

When  I came  into  pofleffion  of  Downing-,  by  the  death  of  my 
excellent  father  David  Pennant,  the  houfe  had  partly  tranfome, 
partly  falhed  windows.  By  confulting  a drawing"  of  it  in  that 
Hate,  may  be  known  the  changes  made  by  myfelf.  With  the 
eflate,  I luckily  found  a rich  mine  of  lead  ore,  which  enabled  me 
to  make  the  great  improvements  1 did.  The  grounds  were 
much  hurt  by  a vile  road  running  in  front  and  on  one  fide  of  the 
houfe,  and  through  the  middle  of  the  demefne,  to  the  hamlet 
G'wibnant.  called  Gwibnant,  or  the  mandring  glen.  The  houfe  was  planted 
up  almoft  to  the  door,  which  gave  it  a very  melancholy  gloom. 
But  I foon  laid  open  the  natural  beauties  of  the  place,  and  by  the 
friendly  exchange  Sir  Roger  Mojiyn  made  with  me,  enlarged 
the  fine  fcenery  of  the  broken  grounds,  the  woods,  and  the  com- 
mand of  water.  The  walks  in  the  near  grounds,  the  fields,  and 
the  deep  and  darkfome  dingles,  are  at  left  three  miles  in  extent, 
and  the  dingle  not  ill  united  with  the  open  grounds,  by  a fubter- 
raneous  paflage  under  the  turnpike  road.  I am  not  a little  flattered 
by  the  admiration  of  thofe  who  vifit  the  place.  Mr.  Boydel  has 
publifhed  a fine  engraving  of  the  houfe  among  his  Weljh  feats.  I 
have,  as  a head-piece  to  p.  i.  of  this  Work,  given  it  in  the  prettieft 
reprefentation. 

My 
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My  grounds  confift  of  very  extenfive  walks  along  the  fine 
fwelllng  lands,  beneath  the  fliady  depth  of  the  glens,  or  through 
the  contrafted  meads  which  meander  quite  to  the  ihore.  The 
views  are  various  towards  the  hills,  and  the  antient  Pharos  on 
Garreg.  Over  the  channel  of  the  Bee,  the  Hilbree  ifles,  on  one 
of  which  had  been  a cell  of  Benedibiines,  dedicated  to  our  Lady, 
and  dependent  on  Chejier  and  poffibly  the  hermitage  called 
Hilburghey,  which  in  the  fecond  of  Edward  III.  received  ten 
fhillings  a year  from  a charity  belonging  to  the  caftle  at  Chejier. 
The  dreary  woodlefs  tra61:  of  IViral,  a hundred  of  Chejhire, 
ftretches  eaftward  as  far  as  its  capital,  chequered  with  black 
heaths,  and  with  corn,  a bad  return  to  the  profpedl  of  our 
wooded  Hope  ; yet  formerly  was  fo  well  cloath^d  as  to  give  oc- 
cafion  to  this  diftich  : 

From  Blacon  point  to  Hilhree 
A fquirrel  might  leap  from  tree,  to  tree. 

But  our  fea  View’  is  animated  with  the  fight  of  the  numerous  fleets 
entering  and  failing  out  of  the  port  of  Liverpol,  now  fwelled  into 
a vaft  emporium,  from  (a  century  and  a half  ago)  a mofl:  infig- 
nificant  fifhing  town. 

In  the  near  view  below  the  houfe  are  the  ruins  of  the  abbey 
oiMolandina:  notwithftanding  they  are  not  very  confiderable, 
they  do  not  want  their  beauties.  Let  me  confefs  that  this  is  a 
trap  for  antiquaries,  the  name  derived  from  Mola  being  a deferred 
mill,  antiquated  by  myfelf  as  an  impjiure  innocente.  Above 
this  is  a fpreading  oak  of  great  antiquity,  fize,  and  extent  of 
branches : it  has  got  the  name  of  the  Fairy  Oak.  In  this  very 
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century  a poor  cottager,  who  lived  near  the  fpot,  had  a child  wlio 
grewouncommonly  peevifli ; the  parents  attributed  this  to  the 
fairies,  and  imagined  that  it  was  a changeling.  They  took  the 
child,  put  it  in  a cradle,  and  left  it  all  night  beneath  the  tree,  in 
hopes  that  the  tylwydd  or  fairy  family,  or  the  fairy  folk, 
would  reftore  their  own  before  morning.  When  morning  came 
they  found  the  child  perfedtly  quiet,  fo  went  away  with  it,  quite 
confirmed  in  their  belief.  Shakfpeare  and  Spenjer  allude  to  this 
popular  fidion.  Sfenjer  is  particularly  allufive  to  the  above: 

And  her  bafe  elfin  breed  there  for  thee  left, 

Such  men  do  changelings  call,  fo  chang’d  by  fairies  theft. 

Befides  this  oak  is  another,  on  a fpot  within  the  pleafure-grounds 
Mount  Airy . It  probably  isoffuperior  age  to  that  I have  juft 
mentioned  ; it  is  truly  pidturcfque,  and  has  m it  furrows  fo  deep, 
and  of  afpedt  fo  uncommonly  venerable,  as  to  render  its  Ihade  as 
worthy  of  the  folemn  rites  of  the  Druids,  as  thofe  of  Mona  in  its 
moft  profperous  days.  At  a fmall  diftance  below  are  three  ever- 
green oaks,  of  a confiderable  fize  ; 1 do  not  know  how  they  came 
there,  for  the  wood  in  my  father’s  time  was  in  a ftate  of  nature* 
Below  thofe  is  a very  antient  towering  oak  of  great  fizej  and  in  a 
dingle,  near  the  field  called  the  Coxet,  is  a tree  of  the  fame  fpecies 
of  great  fize  and  beauty,  yet  retaining  the  very  habit  of  a vigorous 
fapling.  Thefe  and  a fine  Spanijh  chefnut  are  the  boaft.  of  my 
Sylvan  fliades.  If  I digrefs  beyond  them  let  me  mention  a moft 
antient  pear-tree,  which  gives  name  to  a field,  Coitia  Pren  Gellig  j 
the  ftem  has  not  a relique  of  found  timber,  it  confifts  entirely  of 

rotten 
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rotten  wood,  yet  bears  annually  moft:  plentiful  crops  of  a choaky 
pear. 

The  houfe  itfelf  has  little  to  boafl:  of.  I fortunately  found  it  in- 
capable of  being  improved  into  a magnitude  exceeding  the  reve- 
nue of  the  family.  It  has  a hall  which  I prefer  to^  the  rural  impro- 
priety of  a paltry  veftibule;  a library  thirty  feet  by  eighteen  ; a 
parlor  capable  of  containing  more  guefts  than  I ever  wifh  to  fee 
at  a time,  Septem,  convivkim  ; novem,  cmmcium  ! and  a fmoaking- 
room  m.oft  antiquely  furnilhed  with  andent  carvings,,  and  the 
horns  of  all  the  European  beafts  of  chace.  This  room,  is  now 
quite  out  of  ufe  as  to  its  original  purpofe.  Above  flairs  is  a good 
drawing-room,  in  times  of  old  called  the  dining-room,  and  a tea- 
room, the  fum  of  all  that  are  really  wanted. — I have  Cawley's  wifh 
realized,  a fmall  houfe  and  large  garden  I 

The  library  is  filled  by  a numerous  colleflion  of  books, 
principally  of  hiftory,  natural  hiftory  and  claflics.  My  own  la- 
bors might  fill  an  ordinary  book-room  ; many  of  them  receive 
confiderable  value  from  the  fmaller  drawings  and  prints  with 
which  they  are  illuflrated  on  the  margins,  as  well  as-  by  the  larger 
intermixed  with  the  leaves  ; among  the  latter  are  feveral  draw- 
ings of  uncommon  beauty,  by  that  eminent  hand  Mr.  Nicholas 
Pocecke.  Thefe  relate  either  to  the  Ferroe  ifles,  or  to  Iceland^ 
others  to  the  diflant  Fihet  or  Boutan.  I was  favored,  by  John 
Thomas  Stanley^  efq.  with,  permiflion  to  have  copies  made  of  the 
firfl,  and  by  Warrm  Hajiings,  efq.  of  the  laft.  Among  my  own 
labors.,  I value  myfelf  on  my  MS.  volumes  of  The  Outlines 
OF  the  Globe,  in  xxii.  volumes,  folio,  on  which  uncommon 
expence  has  been  bellowed,  in  ornament  and  illuminations* 
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Hall,  In  the  hall  are  fome  very  good  pictures  by  Peter  PailloUy  a 
fine  painter  of  aninnals  and  birds : four  exprefs  the  three  cli- 
mates, two  of  them  are  of  the  Horrid  ZorCy  one  the  Hemperatey  and 
another  the  Frigidy  all  illuftrated  by  fuitable  animals  and  fcenery : 
the  two  laft  have  much  merit.  Befides,  there  is  a romantic  view 
in  Otaheitey  and  another  of  part  of  an  ifle  of  ice  near  the  'AntarSiiQ 
Ctrcky  with  three  different  fpecies  of  thofe  ftrange  birds  the  pin- 
guins,  and  two  different  fpecies  of  the  petrels ; this  was  taken 
from  an  original  fketch  made  on  the  fpot  by  Doflor  John  Kein^ 
hold  Forjier. 

Portraits.  The  parlor  IS  filled  with  numbers  of  portraits,  and  other 
paintings.  The  greater  part  of  the  firft  are  reduced  from  the 
originals  by  Mojes  Griffithy  in  a moft  mafterly  manner.  A few 
excepted,  they  are  family  pi6tures.  A very  large  one  covers  tlio 
end  of  the  room ; the  figures  arc  three  quarters,  and  dreffed  in 
the  manner  in  which  Vandyk  did  his ; the  man  has  a remarkable 
good  look,  long  hair,  whiflcers,  and  fmall  beard  ; his  wife  is  by 
him  i between  them  a boy  with  a baflcet  of  flowers,  and  by  him 
David  Pen-  a gre-hound.  Thefe  reprefent  David  Pennant,  fheriff  of  the 
county  in  1643,  his  wife  Margaret  Pennant,  of  Merton,  and  their 
eldefl  fon  Piers.  This  piece  is  done  in  a fuperior  ftyle,  a good 
imitation  of  Vandyk.  A.  grand  column  and  a rich  carpet  is  intro- 
duced, a flatt'ery  of  the  artift,  for  in  thofe  days  we  were  far  from 
being  able  to  pay  for  even  a performance  of  that  value.  It  pro- 
bably was  done  in  the  troublefome  times,  when  fome  painter  of 
merit  might  have  wandered  about  the  country,  and  have  been 
glad  of  working  for  his  meat  and  his  drink,  and  fome  trifle  for 
other  neceffaries. 
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MAJOR  HUGH  PENNANT. 

Mv  great,  great  grandfather  was  -an  officer  in  the  garrifon  of 
Denbigh,  when  it  was  befieged  and  taken  by  my  maternal  great, 
great  grandfather  general  Mytton.  My  loyal  anceftor  fuffered  there 
a long  imprifonment.  Bychton  was  plundered,  and  the  diftrefs  of 
the  family  fo  great,  that  he  was  kept  from  ftarving  by  force  of 
conjugal  affedlion;  for  his  wife  often  walked  with  a bag  of  oatmeal 
from  the  parifii  of  Whiteford  to  Denbigh  to  relieve  his  wants. 

Notwithstanding  the  zeal  of  his  houfe  for  the  loyal  caufe, 
it  fuffered  very  little  in  refpedt  to  the  general  compofition  of 
delinquents;  .the  eftate  only  paid  42/.  14^.  whereas 

Robert.  Pennant,  of  Downing,  paid  not  Icfs  than  298  L for  his 
eftate,  which  was  very-far  inferior  to  the  other.  The  occafion 
was  this : Robert  Pennant  had  the  misfortune  to  have  a hot- 
headed young  fellow  in  his  houfe,  when  a fmall  detachment  of 
the  adverfe  party,  with  a cornet  at  the  head,  approached  the 
place.  . Hciperfuaded  the  family  to  refill; ■;  the  doors  were  barri- 
cadoed,.a  mufquet  fired,  and  the  cornet  wounded.  The  houfe 
was  foon  forced,  and  of  courfe  plundered ; but,  fuch  was  the  mode- 
ration of  the  party,  no  carnage  enfued,  and  the  only  revenge 
feems  to  have  been  the  difproportionate  fine  afterwards  levied. 

Notwithstanding  his  brother  -Hugh  is  not  delivered  down 
to  us  on  canvas,  I cannot  omit  the  mention  of  him  as  a brave 
and  faithful  officer  in  the  royal  army  ferving  in  North  Wales. 
He  attained,  theyrankj. of  major,  and  particularly  diftinguilhed 
himfelfinthe  Anglejey.  ’ In  1648,  that  ifland,  in  imitation 
of  fevcral  of  the  counties,  rofe  in  order  to  fet  the  king  at 

liberty,  and  to  reftore  monarchy  to  the  oppreffed  kingdom. 
Numbers  of  royalifts  reforted  to  this  ifland  from  different  parts 
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of  North  Wales^  and  made  a general  mufter  in  the  middle  of  the 
iflandj  under  the  comimand  of  'Thomas  lord  Bulkeky.  The  par- 
lement  determined  on  their  redudlion,  and  made  Conwy  the 
place  of  rendezvous.  General  Mytton  was  the  commanding  of- 
ficer j he  landed  at  Cadtumt,  where  Hugh  Pennant  was  polled, 
who,  after  undergoing  a fevere  fire  from  the  rocks  and  hedges, 
being  left  unfupported,  was  obliged  to  retreat.  Two  captains 
polled  at  Forth-aethwy^  made  fo  fpeedy  a flight,  that  it  was  faid 
that  one  of  them  at  left  had  previoully  received  the  bribe  of 
50/.  for  his  treachery.  In  the  battle  which  foon  after  was  fought 
near  Beaumaris,  Hugh  Pennant  charged  the  enemy  with  great 
fpirit,  and  was  very  near  taking  that  brave  officer  colonel  Lo- 
thian prifoner.  Some  others  of  the  loyal  officers  condudled 
themfclves  with  fpirit  j but,  in  general,  the  iflanders  are  allowed 
by  their  own  hiftorian,  a fchoolmafter  of  Beaumaris,  to  have  be- 
haved very  ill.  An  Anglejey  captain  was  direded  to  keep  the  church: 
he  polled  his  men  in  it,  locked  them  fafely  up,  andtheiT  ran  away 
with  the  key  in  his  pocket.  The  hiftorian  tells  us,  that  he  was 
called  Captain  to  his  dying  day.  They  certainly  had  great 

valor  at  diftant  danger.  As  foon  as  the  enemy  appeared  march- 
ing over  Penmaen-mawr,  at  left  four  miles  from  Beaumaris,  the 
Anglejey  people  began  to  bullle ; drums  beat,  trumpets  founded, 
and  great  vollies  of  fmall  Ihot  and  great  were  difeharged  j at 
which  the  enemy,  fays  the  fage  -pedagogue,  took  little  or  no  no- 
tice. Ni-Ppr  Pennant  was  probably  taken  in  Beaumaris  caftle, 

* with  the  royal  army,  to  which  place  it  had  retired  after  the  de- 

feat. As  foon  as  he  obtained  his  liberty  he  refided  at  Bryn-Jhoney 
in  the  parilh  of  YJkvvicg,  where  he  died  on  March  loth,  1669, 
and  was  interred  at  Whiteford^  tt 


PYERS  PENNANT. 

He  was  married  to  Margaret  Aungter^  baronefs  of  Longford y 
one  of  the  daughters  of  Sir  ‘Thomas  Cave,  of  Slimford,  in  the 
county  of  LJorthampony  knight.  This  lady  had  four  hulbandsj 
(he  paid  our  country  the  compliment  of  beginning  and  ending 
with  a Welfhman:  heri-  firft  was  Sir  John  Wynne,  of  Gwedir, 
junior,  they  lived  unhappily  together,  which  fent  him  on  his  tra- 
vels into  Italy,  where  he  died  at  I.ucca.  She  then  took  one  of 
the  Milefian  race,  for  (he  married  Sir  Francis  Amgier,  mailer 
of  the  rolls  in  Ireland,  afterwards  created  baron  of  Longford. 
Thirdly,  (he  gave  her  hand  to  an  Englijhman,  Sir  Thomas  Wenman, 
of  Oxfordjhire  -,  and,  finally,  (he  refigned  her  antiquated  charms 
to  our  valiant  major,  who  in  the  year  1656  depofited  her  with 
his  anceftors,  in  the  church  at  Whiteford. 

T HE  next  is  a fingle  figure,  a half-length  of  Pyers,  fon  of  David 
Pennant,  with  long  hair,  a long  laced  cravat,  and  in  a fingulargown. 
His  wife  is  in  another  frame,  a handfome^woman,  with  her  neck 
naked,  and  long.  trelTes  flowing  on  each  fide.  She  was  one  of 
the  celebrated  feven  fifters  of  the  houfe  of  Gwyjanney,  near  to 
Mold,  who  were  all  married  about  the  fame  tirne,  and  all  became 
widows,  and  of  them  only  tvyo  of  them  renewed  the  nuptial  vow. 
Thefe  ladies  being  nauch'.talked.  of,' even  to  this  day,  ,I\add  their 
names,  and  thofe.  of  their  fpoufes.  Let  me  prernifc  that  they 
were  daughters  of  Robert  Davies,  by  Anne,  eldeft  daughter  cpf  Sir 
Peter  knight,  chief  juftLce  of  North  Wc^s,  and  pwner 

of  Llanerchi'vci  Ptxt  vale  oiClwyd,  - - > . 

" : \ ’ ’.1  .... 

Anne,  their  firfi  daughter,  married  John  Thelwall,  of  Plafcoch. 
Kathoerine,  ------  Pyers  Pennant,  of  Bychton, 

‘ C 2 Dorothy, 
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Dorc/hy,  married  - George  Hope,  of  Doddlefton. 

Elizabeth,  - - - 'Thomas  Humphries,  of  Boddlewiddan. 

Margaret,  - - - John  Holland,  of  Tyrddan. 

Ellen,  - - - - George  Wynne,  of  Leejwood. 

Jane,  - - - - Thomas  Edwards,  of  Rhual. 

Pyers  Pennant,  who  occafioned  this  notice,  died  in  162 j. 

I CANNOT  well  afeertain  the  next  portrait,  which  is  of  a hand- 
fome  young  man,  in  long  hair,  flowing  and  curling  gracefully 
on  his  fhoulders.  He  is  dreflTed  in  the  military  drefs  of  the  time, 
a laced  turn-over,  and  an  elegant  buff*  coat,  much  ornamented, 
and  a mufket  with  an  aukward  old  lock  in  his  hand,  and  a 
fword  by  his  fide.  I fufpedt  him  to  have  been  a fon  of  Pyers 
Pennant,  who  was  flain  in  the  ill-condudted  expedition  to  the  ifle 
Rhe,  under  the  duke  of  Buckingham,  in  1627.  He  probably  was 
in  the  company  of  his  neighbor  captain  Richard  Mojlyn,  a 
younger  fon  of  Mojlyn, '^ho  fell  in  the  fame  fpot. 

Peter  Pennant.  The  portrait  of  my  grandfather,  Peter  Pennant,  reprefents, 
what  I well  remember  him  to  have  been,  a fine  perfon,  and  of  a 
jovial  complexion.  He  is  drefied  in  a white  tye-wig,  and  a red 
coat.  On  the  death  of  his  firfl:  wife,  Catherine,  fccond  daughter 
of  the  Wynnes,  of  Glynne,  m Merionitbjhire,  he  went  into  the 
army  in -the  reign  of  Ahne,  and  ferved  at  the  fiege  of 

Brujfels.  Difguflied  with  his 'colonel.  Sir  Thomas  Prendergajl, 
after  demanding  fatisfaftion^  which  Sir  Thomas  declined,’  he  re- 
figned,  and  paffed  the  remainder  of  his  days  at  Bychton  -,  where 
he  lived  in  great  hofpitality,  and  died  in  Odloher  1736, 
aged  7a. 

His 
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His  uncle.  "John  Pennant^  in  a full  brown  wi^,  and  brown  1°*^^  Pennant, 
/ . . ' OF  Chelsea. 

gown.  By  his  jolly  rubicund  face  he  appears  to  have  been  a 

thorough  bon-vivanty  yet  with  much  the  air  of  the  gentleman. 

The  original,  a well  painted  piflure,  was  given  to  us  by  John 

Wynne,  of  Coferlensy,  in  this  neighborhood,  who,  by  the  in- 

fcription  on  the  back,  feems  to  have  taken  as  much  pride  in 

being  thought  the  friend  of  John  Pennant,  as  Sir  Fulke  Grevil  did 

in  being  the  friend  of  Sir  Philip  Sydney.  Many  a bottle  had  they 

emptied  during  their  thirty  years  friendfhip.  He  refided  at 

Chelfea,  where  my  father  often  viflted  him  during  the  boyifh 

holydays.  My  father  told  me  he  was  frequently  taken  by  him 

to  the  coffee-houfe,  where  he  ufed  to  fee  poor  Richard  Cromwell, 

a little  and  very  neat  old  man,  with  a moft  placid  countenance, 

the  effcdt  of  his  innocent  and  unambitious  life. 

I IMAGINE  that  the  coffee-houfe  was  Don  Saltero's,  to  which 
he  was  a benefaflor,  and  has  the  honor  of  having  his  name  in- 
ferred in  the  catalogue.  I have,  when  a boy,  feen  his  gift  to 
the  great  Saltero,  which  was  a lignified  hog.  I fear  that  this 
matchlefs  curiofity  is  loft,  at  left  it  is  omitted  in  the  laft,  or 
47th  edition  of  the  catalogue.— What  author  of  us  can  flatter 
himfelf  with  delivering  his  works  down  to  pofterity,  in  im- 
preffions  fo  numerous  as  the  labors  of  Don  Saltero  ? 

John  Pennant  died  in  1709,  aged  69,  and  was  interred  in  the 
church-yard  of  Chelfea,  and  had  a fmall  monument  to  his  memo- 
ry eredled  againft  the  wall  of  the  church,  by  his  wife,  daughter 
to  Mr.  Parry,  of  Merton,  a houfe  and  fmall  eftate  which  we 
now  poffefs,  above  a mile  from  Downing,  Her  affedion  pro- 
vided 
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vided  the  following  epitaph,  which  I give  more  on  that  account, 
than  for  the  excellency  of  the  compofition.  ' 

Epitaph. 

Near  this  place,  under  a ftone  with  his  name  on  it,  lies  the  body  of 

John  Pennant^  g^nt.  fecond  fon  of  David  Pennant,  of  Bichtan,  in  the 
county  of  Flint,  efq;  who  departed  this  life  the  5th  of  June,  1709, 
aged  69.  In  whofe  memory  this  monument  was  erefted,  by  his 
mournful  widow,  who  defigns  to  be  interred  in  the  fame  grave  : 

Had  virtue  in  perfedfioa  power  to  fave 

The  belt  of  men  from  the  devouring  grave. 

Pennant  had  liv’d  ; but  ’tis  in  vain  to  flie 

The  fatal  ftroke,  where  all  are  doom’d  to  die. 

Farewel,  lov’d  fpoufe;  fince  want  of  words  appears 

T'  exprefs  my  grief.  I’ll  moan  tliy  lofs  with  tears, 

Which  like  N//e’s  catarafls  fliall  rumble  down. 

And  with  their  briny  floods  my  palfion  drown. 

Here  may  thy  allies  undifturb’d  remain,  j 

Till  thy  wife’s  dull  re-vilits  thee  again ; 

Then  facred  quiet,  till  the  day  of  doom 

Seal  the  enclofure  of  our  catacomb. 

Robert 

Pennant. 

His  arms  are  thofe  of  the  Pennants.  Her’s  tliofe  of  Edwyn^ 
lord  of  'Tegengle. 

Another  of  my  kindred  lies  in  Pancras  church-yard.  I may 
be  excufed  for  mentioning  him,  as  his  epitaph  is  far  from  inele- 
gant. This  youth,  Robert  Pennant ^ was  fon  to  Pierce  Pennant  by 
Katherine^  one  of  the  feven  fillers  of  Gwyjanney^  and  was  fnatched 
away  at  the  age  of  twenty-four,  in  the  year  1639.  He  was  at- 
tended to  his  grave,  as  was  then  the  cuftom,  by  a mod  numerous 
fee  ofiriend&j  among  whom  were  the  two  bifliops,  and  numbers  of 
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the  firft  gentry  of  North  Wales,  who  happened  then  to  be  in  town. 

Thus  is  delivered  .his  amiable  charafter; 

Gentilibus  fuis  compofitus 
Rohertus  Pennant, 

Filius  2'*“’  Pyercei  Pennant,  de  Byckon, 

In  Com.  Flint,  Arm. 

Et  Katherinee,  fororis  Robert!  Davies, 

Hie  reconditus. 

Qni  cum  omnia  obiiflet  munera 
Juvenem  quse  fuis  charum  reddere  poterant 
Febre  Londini  correptus, 

Defideratus  ceque  ac  notus  deceflit 
.(Etatis  A®  24. 

M. DC. XXXIX. 

My  worthy  father  was  painted  at  the  age  of  fifteen,  moft  My  Father. 
aukwardly  in  a long  flowing  wig.  He  was  brought  up  at 
^hijlleworth,  under'  Creech,  the  tranflator  of  Lucretius-,  after  that 
his  education  was  neglcdted,  but  he  was  ahnormis  fapiens,  and  of 
the  beft  of  hearts.  He  paffed  a ufeful  and  worthy  life  to  a good 
old  agej  and  departed,  with  every  exprelTion  of  piety  and  refigna- 
tion,  on  January  ifl,  1763,  aged  78. 

My  good  and  religious  mother  is  painted  in  oil,  over  the  Mother. 
chimney-piece  -,  fhe  is  drelTed  in  blue,  her  neck  naked,  her 
trelTes  auburn,  long,  and  flowing.  The  painter  was  Mr. 

Fellowes,  an  artifl:  of  fome  merit,  who  lived  at  Wrexham 
and  Chejler.  She  was  called  a beauty,  ‘ in  fpite  of  her  teeth,’ 
which  were  not  good.  She  was  third  daughter  of  Richard 
Mytton,  Efq;  of  Halfton  (fee  Lour  in  Wales,  i.  p.  246)  one 
of  fifteen  children,  by  Arabella,  eldeft  daughter  of  Sir  John 
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Elizabeth 

Pennant. 

lloublon,  lord  mayor  of  London  in  1695,  lord  of  die  admiralty 
in  the  time  of  King  William,  and  the  firft  governor  of  the  bank, 
of  England.  See  more  of  his  hiftory  in  my  account  of  London, 
p.  455.  I have  often  been  aflured  by  fome  of  my  aunts,  that 
(with  their  father  and  mother)  they  had  often  danced  to  the 
number  of  eight  couple.  My  mother  was  born  September  6 th, 
1689,  and  married  to  my  father  December  a4th,  1724.  The 
courtfhlp  was  carried  on  at  Wynn-ftay,  and  the  nuptials  per- 
formed at  the  neighboring  church  of  Rhiwabon.  That  good  man 
Sir  TVatkin  Williams  Wynne,  in  a frolic,  jumped  on  the  box,  and 
drove  the  bride  and  bridegroom  to  the  church-door.  This 
excellent  woman  died  in  London  of  the  fmall-pox,  in  the  year 
1744.  She,  near  to  her  dying  moment,  called  me  to  the  bed-fide, 
and  prefented  me  with  her  filver  etwee,  and  looked  as  if  llie 
could  have  delivered  her  tender  adieu  in  the  Auguftan  ftyle  (which 
1 engraved  on  it)  VIVE  MEMOR  AMORIS  NOSTRI,  ET 
VALE ! 

The  portrait  of  my  venerable  aunt,  Elizabeth  Pennant,  was 
drawn  in  water  colors,  in  her  old  age,  by  Mojes  Griffith,  and 
does  him  much  credit.  It  is  a very  ftrong  likenefs,  drefled  in  the 
old  faihion,  with  a long  w’hite  handkerchief  flung  carelefsly  over 
her  cap ; the  countenance  fhev/s  the  goodnefs  of  her  heart.  I 
fpeak  gratefully  of  a friend,  who  doated  on  me  and  mine.  I loft 
this  valuable  woman  Odiober  ad,  1775;  who,  with  all  the  con- 
feioufnefs  of  a -well-fpent  life,  quitted  the  earthly  ftage  with  the 
utmoft  tranquillity. 

John  Mytton. 

,My  refpefled  uncle  John  Mytton,  of  Haljicn,  born  Septem- 
:ber  iith,  1690,  clofes  the  lift  of  relations.  His  countenance  in- 
dicates 
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dicates  the  fweef  difpofition  he  poffeffed,  and  11  Iiis  features  arc 
amiable.  His  drefs,  a grey  tye-wig,  a blue  coat,  with  a fcarlet: 
mantle  flung  over  one  arm.  He  was  bred  a merchant,  and  fpent 
much  of  his  time  in  Portugal  but  fucceeding  his  eldeft  brother 
Richard  in  his  eflate,  retired  to  Halfton,  where  he  ended  his 
benevolent  life. 

I MUST  not  forget  a fhade  of  my  affeftionate  uncle  James 
Mytton,  fifth  fon  of  the  fame  houfe,  and  brother  to  the  laft,  the 
kind  friend  of  my  youth,  with  whom  I lived  long,  and  ftrove,  to 
the  bell  of  my  power,  to  reap  from  him  every  advantage  that  his 
good  fenfe,  good  heart,  and  polifhed  manners,  wifhed  to  inftil 
into  my  fufceptible  mind. 

I CONCLUDE  the  accounts  of  the  portraits  of  our  family  with 
my  own,  in  a Vandyk  drefs,  by  Mr.  Wilks,  an  ingenious  artift,  who 
afterwards  quitted  the  pencil  and  obtained  holy  orders,  to  which 
he  did  no  diferedit. 

Mojes  Griffith  furniflied  this  room  with  other  reduced  por- 
traits. That  from  the  fine  pidlure  of  Sir  Roger  Moftyn,  knight, 
(of  whom  more  will  be  faid  when  I arrive  at  the  houfe)  is  an 
admirable  performance. 

Superior  even  to  the  portrait  of  Sir  Roger  Moftyn  is  that  of 
Humphrey  Lloyd,  taken  from  the  original,  on  board,  in  pofiTeffion 
of  the  Reverend  John  Ucyd,  of  Afton,  in  Shropjhire.  This  illuf- 
trious  perfon  was  fenator,  philofopher,  hiftorian,  and  phyfician. 
He  reprefented  the  town  of  Denbigh,  in  1653.  He  is  celebrated 
alfo  as  an  accompliflied  gentleman,  eloquent,  and  an  excellent 
rhetorician.  Camden  fpeaks  of  his  great  fkill  in  the  antiquities 
of  his  country.  He  married  a filler  of  John  lord  Lumley:  and 
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formed  his  brother-in-law’s  library,  which  now  is  the  mod  va- 
luable parr  in  the  BritifJj  Mufeum.  He  died  in  1658,  aged  4r. 
He  is  painted  with  Ibort  reddifh  hair,  rounded  beard,  and 
whilkers,  a (hort  quilled  ruff,  black  drefs,  and  a triple  gold 
chain ; on  one  fide  of  him  are  his  arms  and  creft  j beneath  is 
this  motto : 

Hwy  pery  klod  na  golyd. 

Fame  is  more  lading  than  wealth. 

On  the  other  fide  is  the  following  infeription : 

iEtatis  34.  A.  Dhi.  1561. 

Vera  effigies  incliti  Artium  ProfefToris,  canimque  alumni  Humfredi  Lloyd, 
Camhro-Britami  et  Denhighenjis,  ortus  autiqua  Rofindalorum  familia ; qui 
floruit  temporibus  et  ElizahetL-e  beata  memoria  regin.  Ob'iitq.  An.  ' 

Dni,  1568,  et  cum  patribus  in  ccclefia  parochiali  de  Denbigh  fepultus. 

^ ^'4  > 

He  was  buried  at  Whichchurch,  near  Denbigh,  with  a very  neat 
monument.  He  is  reprefented  kneeling  at  an  altar  beneath  a 
range  of  fmall  arches,  and  dreffed’  in  ^ Spanijh  habit. 

• • • « I ' ^ 

This  is  over  the  chimney-piece  above  him  is  the  portrait  of 
Sir  John  Wynne,  knight,  who  died  on  his  travels  at  Lucca,  in  1614. 
(It  is  taken  from  the  original  at  Wynn~jbay ),  He  was  buried 
there,  in  the  parilh  of  St.  John's.  I have  feen  numbers  of  his 
letters,  which  fhew  him  to  have  been  a moff  obfervant  mam 
He  was  eldeft  fon  of  Sir  John  Wynne,  of  Gwedir.  He'  is  in  black, 
has  a large  ruff,  laced  turn-over,  and  others  at  his  wrifts,  a white 
girdle  ftuck  with  points,  and  a white  belt  paffing  over  his 
fhoulders  and  breall.  His  countenance  is  good,  his  hair  Ihort 
and  dark,  his  beard  fmall  and  peaked. 
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The  next  is  oppofite  to  the  other,  a head  of  Sir  Richard 
PFynne,  baronet,  grandfon  to  old  Sir  Johny  and  laft  of  the  male 
line. 

Above  Sir  John  IVynne  is  a very  fine  head  of  Charles  I.  by 
Vandyk.  He  is  elegantly  clrefifed  in  a red  jacket,  fiafned  and 
laced.  This  was  purchafed  at  the  fa!e  of  the  late  colonel  Nor- 
toHy  of  Southwick,  in  hlampjhirey  by  my  worthy  friend  the  late 
Rujey  Brooke,  efq.  and ■ gratefully  prefented  by  him  to  the  late 
Mr.  Edwards,  of  Brynford,  to  whom  he  lay  under  obligations. 
It  was  on  his  death  prefented  to  my  father,  and  decreed  to  re- 
main an  heir-lome  in  the  family. 

Opposite  to  Charles  I.  is  another  Charles,  great  grandfon  to 
the  unfortunate  monarch.  It  is  a head  in  oil-colors,  after  the 
original  by  Hujfey.  He  was  a man  uncommonly  handfome  : 
his  fine  brown  hair  is  tied  behind,  and  curled  on  the  fides  ; his 
body  and  arras  are  clad  in  armor.  In  the  field  he  certainly 
took  too  great  care  of  his  perfon,  but  I believe  the  armor  to 
have  been  the  painter's  choice.  His  highnefs  had  given  him- 
felf  the  two  orders,  for  both  the  blue  and  the  green  ribbon  grace 
his  fhoulders. 

This  pifture  was  originally  the  property  of  the  late  Sir 
William  Meredith,  baronet.  He  fuddenly  veered  from  the  Stuart 
to  the  Brunjwick  line ; and  thinking  it  unfafe  to  have  a Stuart,  even 
in  canvas,  prefented  it  to  my  very  worthy  mother-in-law,  Elizabeth 
Falconer,  a true  votary  of  exiled  royalty.  On  her  death,  the. 
choice  of  any  of  her  perfonality  having  been,  in  the  moft  friendly 
manner,  offered  by  her  fon  the  Rev.  James  Falconer,  D.  D.  I 
fixed  on  this.  The  period  oi  JacobitJm  was  over;  but  I re- 
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member  the  time  in  which  I might  have  been  ftruck  out  of  the 
commifTion  for  having  in  my  poflefllon  even  the  Ihadow  of 
difaffeilion. 

Anson,  the  perfevering  Anson,  graces  the  lower  end  of  the 
room : a head  painted  when  he  was  a captain,  before  the  year  1 742, 
when  he  began  his  celebrated  voyage.  This  was  the  bequeft  of 
my  uncle  James  Mytton^  who  well  knew  tlie  refpedt  t had  to  the 
two  iliuftrious  brothers  of  Shugborougb.  Lord  Anson  was  for- 
tunate, but  his  good  fortune  was  the  refolt  of  merit,  not  of  chance. 
During  his  naval  adminiftration,  and  during  that  more  arduous 
one  under  John  earl  of  Sandwich,  the  commerce  of  Britain 
in  every  part  was  uninterrupted  ! our  colonies  protefted  ! our 
acquifitions  fecurcd  ! and,  in  the  latter  war,  when  we  had  all  the 
world  to  combat,  our  fquadrons  were  every  where  ! The 
fuperior  genius  of  the  man  difpofed  our  fleets  fo  as  to  gain  all 
thofe  advantages,  without  negledting,  without  weakening  the 
domeftic  fafety  of  Britain,  which  miifl:  ever  acknowlege  his 
falutary  ftrength  of  mind,  and  bury  his  foibles  in  oblivion.  His 
blemiflies'^were  thofe  of  the  private  man:  his  high  qualities, 
public  benefits.  In  his  a<5live  days 

No  navies  yawn’d  for  orders  on  the  main. 

I HAVE  very  few  other  pidlures.  I may  boaft  of  an  admirable 
head  of  Frobeniust  the  printer  of  the  celebrated  Era/mus,  by 
Holbein-,  it  is  exadtly  the  fame  with  that  of  Hatfield.  (Sec  Journey 
to  London,  p.  408.)  I will  repeat  what  I faid  relpefling  that  iliuf- 
trious typographer.  He  is  dreffed  in  a black  gown,  lined  with, 
fur.  Frobenius  was  a native  of  Framma,  but  fettled  at  Bazil,  in 
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Swiizerlam^i  of  which  city  he  became  a citizen.  He  was  a man 
of  confiderable  learning,  and  the  finefl:  printer  of  his  time. 
Erajmus  refided  a long  time  with  him,  attracted  by  his  perfonal 
merit,  and  his  admirable  ficill  in  his  profeflion ; for  to  him  we 
are  indebted  for  the  mofl  beautiful  edition  of  the  works  of  his 
illuftrious  friend.  Frohenius  died  in  1527,  and  was  honored  by 
the  fame  hand  with  two  epitaphs,  one  in  Greeks  the  other  in 
Latin. 

The  next  Is  a fmall  half-length  on  copper  of  Saint  Charles  Bor- 
YOmeOy  praying  before  a crucifix.  That  illuftrious  prelate  was 
an  ornament  to  his  church.  He  is  reprelented  in  his  car- 
dinal’s drels,  with  a wan  and  meagre  countenance,  the  effetfts  of 
his  fincere  aufterities.  Thofe  alone  ought  not  to  have  given  him 
a place  in  the  kalendar : his  genuine  piety,  his  benevolence,  his 
great  deeds  of  charity,  furnifhed  him  with  the  fulleft  dame. 
Add  to  this,  his  courage  in  facing  the  peftilence  which  raged  in 
Milan,  his  native  city,  in  all  its  horrors.  He  adminiftered  to  the 
diftrefled  every  comfort,  fpiritual  and  temporal.  Like  * Mar-- 
* Jeilles's  good  bilhop,’  he  efcaped,  and  received  his  heavenly  re- 
ward November  3d,  1584. 

Of  unknown  portraits  I have  two.  One  is  of  an  officer,  I think 
by  de  Gelder,  a pupil  of  Rembrandt''^.  It  is  much  in  the  ftyle  of 
his  mafter.  The  figure  is  ftanding,  with  a good  military  coun- 
tenance. In  one  hand  is  a long  fword,  the  point  refting  on  the 
floor ; on  his  head  is  a hat  and  feathers  j his  body  is  armed  to  the 
waift  i below  are  long  Ikirts  of  buff  j his  helmet  is  on  a barrel,  the 
colors  furied,  and  refts  againft  the  wall  •,  his  ftiield  and  war-faddle 
near  them.  De  Gelder  was  born  in  1645,  and  died  in  1727. 
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The  other  is  of  a hovo  Country  foldler;  a fmall  full  length  i t 
moft  graceful  figure  of  a young  man  leaning  on  a chair,  with  an 
emptied  glafs  in  one  hand,  and  on  the  floor  a flagon,  and  near  is 
his  white  hat  and  feathers ; his  hair  long ; he  is  in  a buff  coat,  a 
broad  leathern  belt,  with  a cloak  flung  carelefsly  over  one  arm  j 
he  has  vafl;  boots,  and  a long  fword  hanging  down  from  his 
fide. 

A SMALL,  but  neat  infide  of  a Flemijh  church ; and  .a  fine 
painting  of  a white  grous,  hung  by  one  foot  from  a tree,  with 
fome  plants  near  the  foot.  Thcfe  are  all  the  painting*  I can 
boafl  of.  The  lafl;  is  by  Ryjbrack,  a painter  born  dX  Antwerp  about 
the  middle  of  the  lafl;  century. 

I MAY  conclude  v/ith  a very  neat  drawing  by  Mojes  Gri^thy  of 
the  antient  gardens  of  Llanerch,  in  the  Italian  tafte  of  the  middle 
of  the  lafl:  century,  made  by  Mr.  Mutton  Davies,  after  his  return 
from  Italy ; they  were  fine  (in  that  flyle),  decorated  with  water- 
works, ftatues,  dials,  &c.  &c.  emitting  water,  to  the  aftonifhment 
of  the  fpedators.  The  original  of  the  drawing  is  from  an  old 
large  pidture  in  my  poflefTion. 

Cabinet  of  Downing  may  boaft:  of  a good  and  numerous  colledlion  of 
Fossils.  foifils  and  minerals,  partly  colledled  by  myfelf,  pardy  by  my 
fon  in  his  extenfive  travels  j many  of  the  fpecimens  are  elegant, 
and  moft  of  them  inftrudtive. 

Tyddin  Ucha’.  Above  a mile  from  Downing  is  ‘Tyddyn  Ucha' , a farm-houfe 
belonging  to  our  family.  In  the  lafl;  century  it  was  inhabited  by 
my  grandfather,  during  the  life-time  of  his  father.  My  uncle 
John  Pennant,  and  two  of  my  aunts,  were  born  there.  I have 
often  heard  it  faid,  with  pride,  that  once  three  baronets  were 
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entertained  ther«  by  the  h'ofpitable  owner.  I vehemently  fufped:, 
from  the  fize  of  the  houfe,  that  at  left  two  of  them  muft  have 
flept  together. 

My  father  has  often  told  me  a ridiculous  ftory  of  the  effedb 
of  a jolly  evening  paffed  there  by  fome  of  the  convivial  neigh'- 
bors.  They  had  made  very  free  with  fome  ale  which  had  been 
brewed  with  malt  made  of  foul  barley,  unfortunately  mixed  with 
the  feeds  of  a certain  plant,  which  brought  on  a temporary  blind- 
neis.  The  guefts  had  not  gone  far  before  the  fymptoms  leized 
them,  and  they  were  led  back  to  their  hoft,  who  was  in  the  fame 
condition.  They  were  fuddenly  alarmed  with  a violent  feream 
in  a female  voice.  It  feems  that  the  hutlerefsy  or  female  butler, 
had,  in  her  repeated  vifits  to  the  cellar,  fipped  too  plentifully  of 
the  cwrWi  and,  terrified  with  the  effeft,  betrayed  herfelf  by  giv- 
ing unguardedly  full  vent  to  her  fears. 

■ Iw  thofe  days  the  neighbors  were  much  addiefted  to  terming^ 
i.  e.  brewing  a barrel  of  ale  at  fome  favorite  ale-houfe,  and  ftay- 
ing  there  till  it  was  all  drunk  out.  They  never  went  to  bed,  even 
fhould  the  term  laft  a week 3 they  either  fiept  in  their  chairs  or  on 
the  floor,  as  it  happened,  then  awoke  and  refumed  their  jollity. 
At  length,  when  the  barrel  was  exhaufted,  they  reeled  away,  and 
the  hero  of  this  Bacchanalian  rout  always  carried  the  fpiggot  in 
triumph.  Courfing.  was  very  frequently  the  occafion  of  thefe 
terms',  each  gentleman  brought  his  gre- hound,  and  often  made 
matches,  more  for  the  glory  of  producing  the  beft  dog,  than  for 
the  value  of  the  bet. 

At  half  a mile  diftance,  fouth  of  this  houfe,  ftands  Merton, 
in  the  townlhip  of  Merton  Uwth  Gian  i I gave  it  the  addition  of 
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Abbot,  to  diftinguifh  it  from  the  many  others  of  the  fame  name.  It 
was  built  in  the  year  1572,  and  for  the  time  was  a tolerable  houfe. 
This  and  the  Holywell  eftate  was  conveyed  into  our  family  by 
the  marriage  of  David  Pennant  with  Katherine  Pennant,  daughter 
and  foie  heirefs  of  John  Pennant,  of  Holywell,  and  Mary,  daughter 
of  Phomas  ap  Phomas  ap  Edward,  of  Merton*  John  was  fourth  in 
defccnt  from  Nicholas  Pennant,  laft  abbot  of  Bafmgwerk,  and  fon 
of  Phomas  ap  David,  &c.  &c.  his  predeceffor  in  the  abbotfhip. 
David  who  made  this  valuable  acquilition,  died  in  1666; 

Katherine  furvived  him  till  the  year  1700.  This  was  the  only 
marriage  that  added  much  to  our  ellate  fince  the  time  of  Madoc 
ap  Phomas  ap  Meilir,  who  fat  down  at  Bychton  with  the  heirefs  of 
Philip  O'Phicdan,  hereafter  to  be  mentioned. 

The  two  Mertons,  Uwch  Gian  and  Is  Glan^  are  adjacent  town- 
fhips.  They  were,  at  the  time  of  compiling  the  Doomjday 
Book,  undivided,  and  known  by  the  Saxon  name  of  Meretone,  or 
the  townlhip  bordering  over  the Jea. 

The  noblemen  of  Pegengl  drew  up  a memorial,  which  they 
prefented  to  John  Peckham,  archbifliop  of  Canterbury,  containing, 
among  numbers  of  other  grievances,  the  wrong  done  to  the  men 
of  Merten.  The  archbifhop  (who  in  1281  came  down  on  the 
chriftian  dcfign  of  reconciling  the  differences  between  Edward  I, 
and  Llewelyn)  feemed  to  pity  their  fufferings ; but  it  is  not  pro- 
bable that  the  king  paid  any  attention  to  their  reprefentations,  as 
he  was  then  in  full  march  againft  our  gallant  countrymen,  de- 
termined to  make  an  effedlual  conqueft  of  an  enemy  who  gave 
him  fo  much  ferious  difturbance. 
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Above  three  hundred  yards  from  'my  houfe,  on  the  oppofite 
fide  of  a dingle,  ftands  another  Downing^  the  feat  of  my  worthy 
neighbor  and  friend  'Thomas  T^homaSi  efq.  His  good  father  came 
into  poflcffion  of  it  about  the  year  1749,  by  marriage  with  Mifs 
Mary  Lloyd^  heirefs  of  the  place,  and  defcended  from  Edwyii^ 
prince  or  lord  of  Eegmgl.  His  Llys  or  palace  was  near  Northof. 
My  much-lamented  friend  the  Reverend  John  Lloyd,  of  Caerwys, 
was  of  opinion  that  the  fat  figure  on  one  of  die  tomb-ftones  in 
Northof  church,  reprefented  this  chieftain, 

Mr.  Thomas  was  of  Llechweddgarth  in  Montgomeryjhire.  (See 
Tour  in  Wales,  ii.  349)  defcended  from  Brochwel  TJcythrog, 
prince  of  Powis,  who  bore  fable  three  nags  heads  erafed  argent. 
Before  Mr.  Thomas's  arrival,  a fierce  feud  raged  between  the 
two  houfes,  as  ufual  in  days  of  yore;  which,  on  his  appearance, 
was  changed  into  lafting  peace.  I cannot  but  mention  a cruel 
revenge  which  the  Montagues  ufed  to  take  on  their  neighbor 
Capulet,  by  the  advantage  of  a ftream  which  ran  through  their 
grounds  in  its  way  to  our  kitchen,  where  it  was  applied  to  the 
purpofe  of  a jack  for  the  turning  of  a fpit.  How  often  has 
that  important  engine  been  flopped  before  it  had  performed  half 
its  evolutions ! our  poor  Capulet  fwearing,  lady  crying,  Cogefs 
fuming,  and  nurfe  fereaming  ! But 

To  hear  the  children  mutter, 

When  they  loft  their  bread  and  butter, 

It  would  move  a heart  of  ftone. 

t • A.-  ^ -w  . ' 

In  the  footway  to  Bychton  is  the  wood,  the  Syha  mentioned 
in  the  Doomfday  Book,  At  the  time  of  that  compilation  it  was 
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LINE  OF  TUDOR  TREVOR, 

valued  at  20  s.  only,  Poflibly  the  value  did  not  increafe  greatly 
in  the  beginning  of  the  fixteenth  century,  when  my  anceftor, 
Hugh  Pennant  of  Bychton  (eighteenth  in  defcent  from  their  common 
flock)  married  Jonet^  daughter  of  Richard  ap  Howely  of  Mojiyny 
who  led  his  troops  to  Bofworth-  Field.  Tradition  fays,  that 
(money  being  wondrous  fcarce  in  thole  days)  he  was  offered 
this  wood  as  a portion  with  the  lady;  which. qux  family  reje<5};ecl, 
as  of  no  value  in  a country  of  forcfts.  I earrrjot  efttmate  the 
thoufands  it  would  have  been  worth  at  prefent;;  or  in  courfe  of 
time. 

In  this  wood  are  the  remains  of  fome  zntienx.  LlySy  or  palace, 
as  my  friend,  the  late  antiquary  oPCaerwySy  ufed  to  maintain.  I 
can  only  fay,  that  to  judge  of  the  foundations,  our  palaces  in  thofe 
days  were  not  very  fplendid. 

The  line  of  T^udor  HrevoVy  with  all  its  branches,  is  fb  fre- 
quently fpoken  of,  that  I fhall  here  continue  his  defctent.  He  was 
fon  of  Tnger  ap  Cadvarchy  earl  of  Hereford,  in  right  of  his  wife 
Rhiengar,  daughter  and  heir  of  Utadocca  ap  Karadoc  Vreichvras, 
or  the  carl  of  Hereford,  grandfon  to  the  faid  Karadoc,  and  great- 
grandfon  to  Karadoc  Vreichvras,  carl  of  Hereford  and  Marchiogen, 
in  the  time  of  prince  Arthur,  and  who  had  befides  the  honor  of 
being  one  of  the  knights  of  the  round  table.  Tudor  married 
Angharad,  daughter  to  Howel  Dda,  prince  of  Wales,  renowned 
for  his  wife  laws,  who  quitted  his  government  and  retired  to 
Rome,  and  there  died  in  948,  whofe  death  was  fore  bewailed  of 
all  men,  ‘ for  he  was  a prince  that  loved  peace  and  good  order, 
‘ and  that  feared  God.’  I am  forry  to  deprive  our  anceftor  of  his 
title  of  carl : the  JVelJh  had  none  fueh  among  them.  Our  great 
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vmen  had  \}cvdit  . Arglwydd  or  Lord^  and  the  chief  or  monarch 
r that  of  'T*-wybg  or  Prince.  'Tudor  had  in  right  of  his  -mother 
immehfe  poffefllons  in  Herefordjhire^  and  in  all  that  country, 
then  called  Ferlys^  which  lies  between  the  Wye  and  the  Severn. 
He  was  alfo  lord  of  Whittington^  in  ShropJ}jire  (See  Tour  in 
WaleSi  i.  p.  250.)  and  made  that  caftle  his  refidencc.  Let  me 
obferve  that  many  of  his  eftates,  being  in  the  marches  of  Wales ^ 
he  was  called  of  the  Tribe  of  Marchy  to  diftinguifh  him  from 
the  other  tribes. 

The  families  defcended  from  this  chieftain  were  exceedingly 
numerous,  but  thofe  ftill  exifting  in  the  male  line  are  only  the 
following  : Thomas  T revor  Hampden  vifcount  Hamyiden,  Richard 
Pennant  Lord  Penrhyny  Sir  Roger  Mojlyny  and  the  Moflyns  of 
Bryngwyn,  of  Segrwydy  branches  of  his  family,  and  Sir  Pyers 
Mojlyny  Eytons  of  Eytony  Wynnes  of  GwerninvawTy  Jones' Sy  of 
LlwynoVy  and  Jeffiries'sy  of  Abtovy  exifting  in  my  friend  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Jeffries y refidentiary  of  St.  PauVsy  and  worthy  Rector 
of  Whitefordy  and  the  Pennants  of  Bychton. 

Adjacent  to  this  wood  is  my  paternal  feat,  I may  fay  the 
primaeval-  feit  of  our  family.  The  date,  on  a piece  of  wood  over 
•an  added  window.  Is  1 572.  This  gives  an  idea  of  the  houfe  of  a 
gentleman  of  middling  eftate  in  thofe  days.  There  was  a m.uch 
more  antient  date  on  a beam  in  the  barn,  which  was  inadver- 
tently deftroyed  when  I new  built  it.  I lived  at  this  feat  in 
11761  and  1762;  at  that  time  I recolledl  buying  of  the  tenant, 
•who  with  great  civility  quitted  it  to  me,  his  ftock  of  wheat  at 
% s.  the  hobbet,  confifting  of  two  meafures,  of  forty-one  quarts 
each. 
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Let  me  contraft  this  to  a year  of  fcarcity  in  our  country, 
that  of  1637,  when  I find,  by  a diary  kept  by  a Peter  RcbertSy 
of  St.  AJapht  that  in  the  fame  year  wheat  was  fold  at  11s. 
the  hobbet,  rye  at  1 5 and  vetches  at  r i Change  this  into  the 
prefent  value  of  filver,  the  hobbet  of  wheat  at  this  time  would 
be  equal  to  29  of  barley  to  20  s.  2,^d.  and  vetches  to  15  2^d. 

— a calculation  for  which  I am  indebted  to  the  ingenuity  of  my 
good  afiiftant,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Henry  Parry ^ of  Holywell. 

Very  near  to  the  houfe  ftood  a fummer-houfe,  (a  building 
very  frequent  near  the  feats  of  Weljb  gentry)  with  a cellar  be- 
neath. Thefe  were  ufed  as  retreats  for  the  jovial  owners  and 
their  friends,  to  enjoy,  remote  from  the  fair,  their  toads  and 
noify  merriment.  Mine  was  fo  near  to  ruin,  tliat  I was  obliged  to 
pull  it  down.  1 remember  oaks  of  a vad  fize  growing  near  to 
the  houfe.  This,  and  I may  fay  the  other  lower  parts  of  the 
parifh,  are  finely  wooded  with  that  noble  Ipecies  of  tree,  which 
grows  fpontaneoudy ; was  this  part  deferted,  it  would  relapfe  into 
its  original  date,  and  become  an  impenetrable  fored. 

Now  let  the  whole  Weljhman  arife  in  me  1 Let  me  relate  how 
Madoc  ap  Metier  (furnames  were  not  as  yet)  ap  ’Thomas  ap 
Owen  ap  Blydden  ap  Tudor  ap  Rhys  Sais  ap  Ednefyd  ap  JJowarcb 
Gam  ap  hlyddccca^  fil.  primogen.  T udor  T revor,  living  A.D.  924, 
(mifcalled)  earl  of  Hereford,  cotemporary  with  the  great  king 
Atheljlan,  and  the  greater  Edwal  Voel,  prince  of  Wales,  did  take 
lawful  pofielTion  of  Alice,  daughter  and  heir  of  Philip  0 Phiedan, 
by  Margaret,  daughter  and  heir  of  Dafydd  ap  Ririd,  &c.  &c. 
of  Penley  in  Maelwr.  This  Philip  0 Phiedan  was  fon  (See  Har- 
leian  Library,  N®  1792.)  to  Philip  ap  Tfwittan  Wyddel,  of  the 
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Iioufe  of  Dungannon^  in  Ireland^  pno  of^the  IriJIo  cavaliers  wha 
followed  Gryffydd  ap  Conan  out  of  tliat  rfland^  to  affift  him  to  re- 
gain the  throne  of  his  anceftors,  about  the  year  io77,ufurped  by 
Tirahaern  ap  Caradog. 

The  great  and  decifive  vidory  on  the  mountains  of  Carno,  in 
the  county  of  Montgomery , in  the  fame  year,  was  owing  to  the 
valor  of  Philip.  The  ufurper  was  defeated  and  flain,  after  the 
bloodieft  conteft  in  our  annals.  Gryffydd  was  reinftated  in  his 
lawful  dominions,  and  reigned  with  great  dignity  during  fifty- 
feven  years.  He  was  not  ungrateful  to  his  Mileftan  general ; he 
bellowed  on  him  great  pofiTeflions  in  his  new-recovered  domi- 
nions*, of  which  one  of  his  fons  inherited  Bychton.  It  remained 
in  the  male  line  only  one  generation  after  T/wittan^  as  we  have 
above  faid.  If  we  reckon  thirty  years  to  a generation,  the  match 
between  Madoc  ap  Meiler  and  Alice  muft  have  taken  place  very 
early  in  the  next  century,  if  not  in  the  fame.  This  gives  us  a pri- 
ority of  landed  pofiefTion  in  the  parilh  of  Whiteford  to  any  other 
freeholder:  Madoc  being  only  tenth  in  defeent  from  Pudor  Prevor. 

This  my  anceftor  Madoc  probably  lived  alfo  by  the  fword, 
for  I cannot  with  any  certainty  prove  that  before  this  time  he  had 
any  landed  property.  I prefume  he  was  content  with  his  acqui- 
fition  of  the  fair  Alicey  and  the  Bychton  eftate  (not  PutecainCi  as 
the  barbarous  Normans  made  it  in  the  Doomjday  Book)  at 
which  period  {IVidfor,  i.  e.  Whiteford)  was  terra  unius  caruc^i 
et  ibi  erat  cum  duohus  villanis  et  XII.  inter  fervos^  et  an- 
cilia  ibi  pijcarioy  and  Sylva^  or  the  wood  above  mentioned.  But 
1 fear  we  had  been  long  before  robbed  of  the  wood  at  left,  and. 

* Htfiorta  Giyffjdap  Comny  MS.  N®  39.  Ghddacth  Library. 
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pofilbly  of  our' pfcarini'hc,  either  by  our  own  countrymen  Or  the 
tyrant  Saxons.  Madoc  fat  down  quietly  on  his  lands  ';  his  offspring 
ieem  to  have  been  much  refpeiled,  for  his  fon  Jorwerth  married 
the  daughters  of  two  princes ; his  firft  wife  was  daughter  of  Owen, 
lord  of  Tegengl;  and  his  fecond  the  daughter  of  the  lord  of 
Allington  and  Ruthenland.  We  went  on  begetting-  fons  and  daugh- 
ters for  a long  fpace.  My  fon  may  boaft  of  being  fixteenth  in 
defcent  from  the  great  Madoc,  or  twenty-fifth  from  ‘Tudor  Trevor-, 
where,  for  brevity  fake,  I take  up  the  pedegree,  otherwife  I -might 
reach  the  renowned  Kourda  Wledig,  after  pafTing  through  five 
moft  celebrated  defcents. 

Madoc  afiumed  the  arms  of  YJwittan  Wyddel,  his  wife’s  grand- 
father, viz.  ' Fyelde  filver  three  barres  wavey  azure,  on  the 
^ mydie  barr  three  fhieldrakes  of  the  fyrfte,’  and  for  his  next 
coat,  by  the  name  of  Fhilif  Phichdan,  * three  boars  in  palle  filver;^ 
thefe  are  fo  defined,  and  placed 'quarterly  by  that  able  genealogift 
John  Charles  Brooke,  efq.  Somerjet  herald,  whofe  untimely  end  I 
find  daily  realbn  to  deplore.  The  three  boars  were  the  arms 
of  Tonas  ap  Grcnwy,  of  Penley  in  Mdelwr  hundred,  in  the  county 
of  Flint.  My  father  had  Ibmc  fmall  -pofiefllons  in  that  country; 
which  he  fold  to  improve  our- eftatc  nearer  home.  Thofc  pro- 
bably were  derived  from  Philip  Phicdan,  and  devolved  to  Madoc 
on  his  marriage  with  his  daughter  Alice.  ’ 

I OBSERVE  that  the  defcendants  of  Tjiuyttan  JVyddel  varied  in 
their  firft  coat.  Margaret,  ont  of  the  daughters,  and  heirefs  of 
David  ap  Kynrk,  ap  Philip  Phycdan,  bore  in  a white  field  two 
fcfles  azure,  and  in  each  the  three  fliieldrakes.  She  married 
JViUiam  Salujbury,  of  Llewenni,  (fays  the  Salujhury  Pedegree, 

t p.  14- 


3/. 


T\; 


FLAT  IE,  of  A ]R  M 5)A 


/’r/l/i.Wter/  rtf' f /if  Aef^  Arrerfr.  Jrrnff^fyr/6,  W/tf/r  . 


A R M S. 


3* 


p,  14.  b.)  who  fervcd  in  parfement  for  the  borough  of  Leominjier 
in  die  fixth  of  Edward  III.  andfeveral  other  parlements  as  late  as 
that  of  the  thirty -eiglitk  of  the  fame  prince. 

The  family  afllutiedi  afterwards  their  proper  arms,  thofe  of 
^udor  E’revor,  tn  the  year  1580,  a patent  for  a creft,  the  an- 
telope’s head  moft  ftrangely  dis-figured  with  heraldic  liberty,'  was 
granted  to  Pyers  Pennant ^ one  of  the  four  gentlemen-ufoers  to 
Qnfttn  EMaietht  and-  to  the  pofterity  of  his  father  Hugh  Pemant. 
In  this  patertt,  \^kh  P have  in  high  prefervatioh,  the  firft  coat  is 
that  of  the  ^reversy  * the  fyelde  party  par  bend,  finifter  ermen, 
‘^and  ermyhe,  a lion- rampant  goulde,  langued  and  armed  gules.* 
Th$  two  next  are  -as  defcribed  above,  and  the  fourth  by  the 
name  of  Gm^dd  Ebyd^  - ‘ the  fyelde  azure  three^fibwer-de-luces- 
* of  the  fyelde  :’  and  fuch  is  xht  diBum  oi  Robert  Cooke ^ alias 
ClarencieuXy  Roy  D-’AitMESj  1 580. 

The  Mojlyns  of  Mojlyn  bear  as  their  creft,  a lion  rampant. 

The  “Prevorsy  yfdkQ  were- the  Pen~cenedly  or  head  of  the  whole 
line,  had  for  their-  creft  the  wivern  or  dragon  on  a cap  of  dignity. 
The  prefent  Lord  Hampden  is  its  true  Pen-cenedl  but  by  heraldic 
rules,  on  the  defcent  of  the  Hampden  eftate  to  his  lordfhip,  from 
the  alliance  of  his  anceftor  Sir  John  Prevor  with  the  Hampdensy 
the  talbot,  the-*  creft  of  that  family,,  fuperfedes  the  antient 
dragon.!  - 

. The  dragon  was  worn  as  a cognizance  by  all  our  princes, 
particularly  by  Cadwaladhy  who  died  in  688.  It  was  adopted  by 
fkwrj.VIL  who  clamed' defcent  from  him,  and  wore  it  inhe- 
battlc  of  Rojworth.-  • -It -took-  its  origin  from  the  legend  of  Utbh' 
Pen-dr  agony  father  of  Jr  thury  wJio  is  faidto  have  received 
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the  addition  of  Pen-dragon^  from  his  wearing  that  imaginary  ani- 
mal on  his  helmet. 

Our  bards  united  with  the  poet  the  office  of  herald.  At 
fii  ft  our  pedegrees  were  preferred  by  oral  communication  j after- 
wards committed  to  writing,  and  preferred  in  the  houfes  of  our 
great  men.  The  heralds  office  is  at  prefent  a great  repofitory 
of  thefe  kinds  of  treafure. 

By  the  firft  we  are  aflured  of  many  other  illuftrious  dcfcents 
from  princes’  anceftors  to  our  Tudor  Trevor  j from  the  princes 
of  Powisi  from  Rywalhon  Conwyn,  (who,  with  his  brother  Kynric^ 
were  joint  princes  of  "North  Wales')  j from  eren  Roderic  the 
Great,  and  from  Cadwaladr ; and  finally  from  Vortigern,  the  |jn- 
fortunate  king  of  the  Britons^  who  fled  from  the  rage  of  his 
fubjedts,  for  his  inritation  of  the  Saxons  into  Britainy  and  died  in- 
glorioufly  about  the  year  465,  in  the  darkfome  Nant  y Gwrtheyrn, 
in  the  county  of  Caernarvon  *. 

The  Englijh  heralds  attempt  to  add  fame  to  our  race,  by 
telling  us  that  the  prefent  Sir  Reger  Mofiyn  is  nineteenth  in  de- 
fcent  from  the  Conqueror,  from  John  of  Gaunt^  from  Richard 
Plantagenetj  duke  of  Torky  father  to  Edward  IV.  I leave  Arthur 
Collinsy  (vol.  iii.  p.  125;,  13 1)  to  adduce  the  proofs.  Why  will 
my  ingenious  countrywoman,  after  admitting  thefe  honors  f, 
deny  to  us  birth,  by  diftinftion  fine  as  ether,  and  as  imper- 
ceptible, allowing  us  only  the  advantage  of  family ! And,  not- 
withfianding  the  lady’s  juftly-favored  JohnJon  makes  birth  and 
lineage  fynonymous,  yet  my  coufin  will  allow  us  no  more  of  the 
former  than  what  that  great  writer  defines  the  ‘ adl  of  coming 

• Tow  in  WeileSy  ii.  p.  204.  f Brkijti  Synonymy,  i.  p.  2‘^l, 
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* into  the  world/  the  adb  which  graced  our  country  with  its  fair 
iynonymift. 

I HOPE  the  reader  will  not  think  me  too  warm,  for  thus  vin- 
dicating my  dame  to  l>ir^by  in  common  with  my  worthy  brother- 
in-law.  I am  jealous  that  the  honors  which  I poflefs  by  means 
of  our  marriage  with  his  aunt  Shonety  ten  afcents  higher,  llrould 
receive  any  abatement : and  I trufl;  that  the  lady  concerned  will, 
as  a Weljh-womany  even  applaud  my  warmth  on  fo  very  intereft- 
ing  an  occaiion  ! 

Our  houfe  has  always  been  the  Pen-cenedly  or  chief  of  the 
name.  Wehadfeveral  branches,  all  which,  excepting  thofe  I 
have  enumerated,  are  extind  in  the  male  line ; unlefs  it  be  in  the 
gentleman  who  of  late  years  Ipread  our  celebrity  in  the  capital, 
under  the  title  of  Pennants  Parcel  Poft, 

The  firfl;  who  branched  from  us  was  the  holpitable,  the  ufeful, 
the  valiant  Thomas  Pennanty  abbot  of  Baftngwerky  fon  ol  Davic^ 
Pennant  ap  'Tudor j before  mentioned.  He  flourilhed  in  the  reign 
of  Edward  IV . and  is  highly  celebrated  by  Guttun  Owainy  a bard 
of  the  year  1480,  who  records  the  holpitality  of  the  abbot,  in  a 
poem  printed  in  the  colledion  of  Mr.  Rhys  Jones,  The  poet  is 
fo  liberal  of  his  praife  as  to  lay.  That  he  gave  twice  the  treajure 
of  a king  in  wine, 

Er  liwriv  yno  aur  brenhin  ^ 

Ef  a roes  deufwy  ar  win.,  ( r ■’ 

And  among  his  other  luxuries  I think  he  enumei'atcs  fugar, 
which  a rich  abbot  of  the  fifteenth  century  might  eafilydndulge 
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himfelf  in,  for  it  had  been  a great  article  of  commerce  in  Sictfy 
as  early  as  the  year  1148. 

Guttun  Owain  alfo  adds : 

Ty  da  i’r  yd,  o’r  tu  draw. 

Ty  brag  fydd,  Ty  brics  iddaw. 

A good  gr.'inary  on  the  other  fide,  a malt-houfe,  and  a houfe  of 
bricks  : which  laft  was  probably  a material  in  building  of  recent 
introduction  in  our  country. 

Guttun  Owain  and  ’Tudor  Aled^  another  noted  bard,  fpeak  not 
only  of  his  works  of  utility  ; of  the  water  and  of  the  wind- mills 
he  erected  \ of  his  having  enlarged  and  beautified  the  abbey,  but 
alfo  compliment  him  on  his  prowefs  in  battle.  Neither  is  Guttun 
filent  on  a fubjeCt,  pleafing  to  every  Weljh  ear,  the  pedegree  of 
his  patron,  whom  he  derives  from  Edwyn^  and  from  Rhys  Saisj  a 
direct  defcendant  from  Tudor  Trevor. 

It  is  probable  that  our  abbot  difcovered  that  celibacy  did  not 
fuit  his  conftitution.  He  quitted  his  profeffion,  and  became  (in 
the  law  term)  a monk  deraigne,  and  married  into  the  great  houfe 
of  Penrhyn^  a lady  of  the  name  of  Angharad.  He  became  the 
father  of  four  children.  Of  them,  Edward  the  eldeft  fucceeded 
to  the  fortunes  which  he  feems  to  have  fccured  in  the  parifli  of 
Holywell.  Thomas y the  fecond  fon,  became  vicar  of  Holywell, 
And  Nicholas 3 the  third,  in  due  time  abbot  of  Bafingwerky  he  was 
the  laft,  and  became  founder  of  a family,  as  I ftiall  have  occafion 
to  mention.  More  alfo  will  be  faid  of  the  line  of  Edwardy  who 
may  be  confidcred  as  the  firft  of  the  houfe  of  Bagilt, 

We  did  not  aflume  the  name  oi Pennant 3 till  the  time  of  David 
Pennant  ap  Tudor 3 fifteenth  in  defeent  from  Tudor  Trevor  j it  is  a 
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true  TVelJh  name,  taken  from  Perii  a head,  and  Nantt  a dingle,  • 

our  houfe  of  Bychton  being  feated  at  the  head  of  a very  confide  r- 
able  one.  The  name  is  very  common  in  North  Wales ^ applied 
to  places,  fuch  as  Pennant  St.  Melangly  Pennant  Mowddwyy  Pennant 
LliWi  &c.  &c.  I have  found  it  in  Cornwall  and  again  in  the 
great  bay  of  DomrneneZy  in  Bretagne y where,  among  numbers  of 
other  Welfh  names,  is  that  of  Pointe  Pennant. 

It  has  been  delivered  down  to  us,  that  in  fome  diftant  time  GiPbiei. 
a gang  of  gipfies  ufed  to  haunt  this  dingle,  and  that  eighteen  of 
them  were  executed,  after  which  the  gipfey  race  never  more  fre- 
quented the  neighborhood.  I cannot  learn  their  crime,  pofllbly 
there  was  none,  for  they  might  have  been  legally  murdered  by 
the  cruel  ftatute  of  the  ift  and  2d  of  Philip  and  Maryy  which 
ena£ls,  ^ that  if,  within  forty  days  next  after  proclamation  of  this 
‘ prefent  aft  fliall  be  made,  that  then  he  or  they  which  lhall  not 
‘ depart  and  avoid  within  the  faid  time  of  forty  days,  according  to 

* the  true  meaning  of  this  aft,  lhall  be  judged  and  deemed,  ac- 
‘ cording  to  the  laws  of  this  realm  of  Englandy  a felon  and  felons, 

* and  lhall  fuffer  therefore  pains  of  death,  lofs  of  lands  and  goods 
‘ as  in  other  cafes  of  felony,  and  fiiall  be  tried  as  is  aforefaid, 

‘ and  without  having  any  benefit  or  privilege  of  fanftuary  or 
‘ clergy.’  Sir  Matthew  Hale  tells  us,  that  in  Suffolk,  a few  years 
before  the  reftauration,  were  executed,  at  a fingle  alTizes,  not 
lefs  than  thirteen  but  none,  on  that  barbarous  law,  have  fuffered 
fince  that  time.  In  thefe  humane  days  the  gipfies  may  wander 
in  peace,  provided  they  behave  inofFenfively  wherefoever  they 
chance  to  make  their  tranfient  abode;  for  the  bloody  aft  was 
repealed  in  the  twenty-third  year  of  his  prefent  majefty. 


David 
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Our  firm  Mar- 
riage WITH  AN 
Englishwoman. 


Our  first  She- 
riff. 


Da!Vid  Pennant  was  the  firft  of  us  who  married  into  a Saxon 
family ; he  took  to  wife  Jnne,  daughter  of  John  DonCy  of  Utkin-’ 
ton,  in  CJoeJhire,  by  Anne  daughter  of  Richard  Heaton,  of  Heaton,  in 
the  county  of  Lancafier.  He  begat  many  fons  and  daughters, 
among  them  was  the  famous  abbot  ‘Thomas,  and  alfp  Sir 
Hugh  Pennant,  Offekiad,  or  prieft,  whom  the  great  Lhuyd,  in  his 
Archaelogta,  p.  257,  calls  an  able  poet,  in  the  time  of  Henry  Wl\.  j 
and  I find  alfo,  that  in  1575  he  was  at  an  Eifteddfod,  at  Caerwis, 
fecondary  ftudent  in  vocal  fong,  and—he  was  the  only  mufical 
man  in  all  our  line. 

Till  the  advancement  of  Richard  Pennant  to  the  title  of 
Penrhyn,  our  houfe  was  never  diftinguifhed  by  any  honors  beyond 
the  moft  ufeful  one,  that  of  juftice  of  the  peace.  I fhould  blufh 
if  a Pennant  fhould  be  founds  who  through  lack  of  public  fpirit, 
floth,  or  felfifhnefs,  could  decline  that  great  conftitutional  office  1 
The  firft  fheriff  of  our  houfe  was  Pyers  Pennant,  who  difcharged 
that  truft  in  1612.  He  had  the  lot  of  marrying  the  daughter  of 
a family  not  famed  for  placidity,  or  the  milder  virtues.  Valde 
•valde,  irritabile  genus ! ‘ And  from  them,  Tom  (a  moft  worthy 
aunt  of  mine  ufed  often  to  tell  me)  we  got  our  paflion  / — and 
frequently  added  the  wife  IVelJh  caution.  Beware  of  a Breed  ! 

The  fruits  of  this  marriage  appeared  very  foon.  Thomas,  the 
eldeft  fon,  in  a furor  brevis,  killed  his  miller : was  indidled  for 
the  manflaughter,  tried,  and  conviifted  j but  received  his  pardon, 
dated  in  the  firft  of  Charles  I.  or  the  year  1625.  This  grace 
preferved  him  from  the  ignominious  part  of  the  fentence,  and  the 
more  important  advantage  of  preferving  his  perfonality,  which 
would  otherwife  have  been  forfeited  to  the  crown. 


This 
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This  is  'fufficient  to  Ihew  riiat  the  offence  drd  admit  of  every 
palliation  ; but  a ftronger  proof  than  that  may  be  drawn  from  the 
following  honor  having  been  -conferred  on  him,  when  we  find 
that  in  eight  years  afterwards,  in  1633,  he  was  intrufted  with 
the  care  of  the  county  oV  Flint,  by  having -the  office'  of  high 
ffieriff  committed  to  his  charge.  He  died  the  next  year  \ cujus 
mim^e  propitieturDE\j%  ! This  unfortunate  man  married  a grand- 
daughter of  that  nuptial-loving  dame  Catherine  y Berran  (See 
T our  in  Wales,  vol.  ii.  p;  29-)  Mary,  daughter  of  Edward  Wynn, 
of  Tftrad,  fon  Morris  W^nn,  osF'Cswydir,  fourth  and  laft  huffiand 
of  our  famous  Catherine.  “There'^was  no  iffue  from  this  match  j 
fo  Bychton  defcended  to  David,  the  next  brother. 

In  thofe  days,  and  long  preceding,  it  was  cuftomary  for  the 
friends  and  neighbors  of  the  Iheriff  to  make  prefents  to  him  to 
affift  in  defraying  the  expences:  I" have  among  my  papers  two 
long  rolls  of  gifts.  To  give  tl>e  whole  would  be  very  tedious. 
I extradl  only  a few  of  the  moft  remarkable,  among  which  are 
feveral  in  money,  which  his  friends  were  not  aibamed  to  offer : 
nor  the  ffieriff  to  receive.  The  caffi  received  In  1612,  was 
^.10.  i8r.  6d.-,  that  in  1642,  5. 

A Note  of  fuch  Prefents  as  were  given  previous  to  the  feconde 
Seflions,  1612.  Sep'' T].  Byers  Pennant,  Sheriff. 

Imp.  From  my  mother  - - - - i cowe  8 weathers 

Evan  ap  John  ap  Llewelyn  -----  - 1 weather 

Humffrey  Lhomas  ap  Edd  -----  vi  geefle 

Hugh  ap  Llewelyn  - --  --  --  ^^vi  geeffe 

William  John  ap  Ue-welyn  ------  n geeffe 

§ Katharinge 
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Katharinge  Evan 
^Thomas  Barker 
Piers  Griffith  - - 

Hugh  ap  Morris 


II  geefle 

III  geeffc 
III  geeffe 
II  geefle 


From  my  fone  Harry  Conwey  viii  hoopes  * of  wheat 
From  my  mother  - - vi  hoopes  of  wheat,  and  a paile 

■ ' - • full  of  butter 

From  my  fitter  Holande  ni  hwps  of  wheat,  and  a whole 

’ -brawne 

From  my  brother  in  goulde  - ir^  im* 

From  Jo”  Roberts i in  money  - - ~ - vi* 

From  Rice  ap  Jo"  ap  Llewelyn  - - - _ u*  yjrf 

From  John  ap  Jo”  G"  - ii  muttons  and  a dozen  chicks 
Gregor  - --  --  --  --  --  n capons 

Katheringe  Tenant  - - ii  capons,  ii  dozen  of  eggs 

Thomas  Price  - --  --  --  --  j goofe 

'Thomas  ap  W’”  ap  Meredith  - - - _ one  mutton 

M”  Pennanti  in  gould  ------  xi  Ihillings 

S'  Thomas  Wrighte^  wyf  ------  u geeflTe 

John  ap  Rie  ------  a couple  of  chifhes 

My  brother  W’”  Kyffin  - --  --  --  - 

S'  Roger  Mojien  - --  --  --  --  - 

From  M'  David  Holland,  in  goulde  - - - xxxiiii* 

From  M'  Ellis  Edwards,  of  Halliwell  - - - vn* 

From  M'  Griffith,  of  Kayarws  ------  xx* 

From  Morris  of  the  mounten  ------  x' 

From  my  brother  Edward  Kyffin,  in  gould  - - - x' 

* Hoopes.— A hope  fignified  a meafure  anfwerable  to  the  prefent  peck. 
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From  M'  Edward  Pennant ^ of  Bagillt  - - - - 

From  Richart  ap  Jcvan  - ------  -v/ 


To  Ihew  that  the  fenfe  of  reladonlhip  was  not,  in  thole  days,  loon 
worn  out,  Mr.  Doney  of  Utkintcny  fent  a venifon,  for  which  the 
Iheriff  gave  as  a fee  6 s,  ?>d.  to  the  keeper.  This  IherilF  was  in 
refpeft  to  the  donor  fifth  in  defcent  from  the  marriage  of  David 
Pennant  ap  Eudory  with  Anne.,  daughter  of  oiUtkinton, 

as  near  as  I can  guefs  about  die  year  1440. 

1642.  A Note  of  what  Prefents  were  fent  againft  the  SeHions. 

David  Pennant,  Sheriff. 

My  Lady  Mojiyn,  1 muttons,  a gallon  of  facke,  and 


M"  Griffith,  of  Cayrwis,  2 fugar  loafs. 

M''  Roger  Parry,  - 

M'  Robert  Pennant,  - \{, 

M^’  Conway,  of  Nant,  - • d s'''- 

M”  a fugar  loaf.  r ^dii  e ‘ 

M'  3 gallons  of  facke,  . . 


M'  Ralph  Hughes,  a mutton,  6 rabbetts,  a dozen  pigeons., 
M'  John  Jones,  a fugar  loafe.  , , , \ . 

M'  David  Jones,  a fugar  loafe.  ' 

M'  Raphell  Davis,  a veale:  ■'  d, 

M'  Hugh  Pennant,  of  Dooning,  a mutton. 

M'  William  MoJlyn,  of  Bagillt,  halfc  a veale,  and  a pigg. 
Nichlas  George,  1 Cdi^ons,,  ' ; 

Edward  ap  Phomas,  a veale,  a pigg,  a quart  of  hony. 
William  Parry  Wynn,  z.r[\\MX.on,  .y  , v 


Margaret 
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Mar  gar ei  Pricey-o(  Brinfordy  a mutton. 

^hoinas  ap  Robert  ap  Hughy  2 capons,  and  a pigg* 

John  ab  William  Johny  halfe  a veale,  and  a q'  hony. 

Edward  Ethely  a q"  veale,  and  a pigg,  6 q*  claret. 

' ^John  Eloomas  Evans y a veale. 

JuUhs  SeafoTy  a q*”  veale,  aud  a q'  porke. 

'Ehdi/Has  ab  Ellis y a mutton^ 

Pyers  Williams y a'Capohs,  a q‘  hony. 

William  Ethelly  a fugar  loafh.  . . 

John  PricBy  cf  Calcpte,  2 hqopes  of  oatcs.  ^ 

Robert  Lloydy  a fugar^loafe, 

Hhomas  Lloydy  of  MertyUy  a q'  veale,  a q"  lambe. 

Pettet  Hughes y ^‘CSLp6t\s. 

Lhomas  Parry y oi May-Pgumy  1 caponsj  and  a pigg. 

John  ap  Robert  Shamber  weny  halfe  a^veale. 

Lhomas  John  Cooke y half  a mutton. 

Barbara  Parry,  half  a lambe. 

The  Deputie  SherifFe,  2 turkies,  and  a pottle  of  facke.  * 

John  Price,  of  Pentre,  a q"  veale,  a pigg.  ' ‘ 

Robert  Lloyd,  6f  Laverney  Gennog,  halfe  a lambe. 

John  Humfrey,  z.  ytd\Q.  ■ • ^ ^ - v. 

M'®  Kyffin,  a q'  veale,  a greate  cake.  • 

M'  Roger  Holland,  4 hoops  of  wheat.  ' • • v ^ - * 

F///V,  a goofe,  a q' veale. ' - ^ • 

Margaret  ach  Pyers,  1 dozen  cakes.  t 
'Thomas  ap  Thomas,  a flitch  of  bacon,  6 q*  clatet,  a q* 
vealfei'  ^ ■'  ' 

Ellen  Foulkes,  a q'  veale.  ^ - • - ■ 

John 
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Joln  ap  John,  halfe  a lambcj  a q'  of  mutton. 

John  Conway,  a q"  veale,  a pigg. 

yinne  Simon,  a q^*  of  facke. 

Foulke,  the  joyner,  a pigg. 

David,  the  weaver,  a pigg. 

Ellin  Lorrance,  1 henns. 

Thomas  John  ap  Ric.  a q^  porke,  4 eggs. 

Ales  Owen,  1 henns,  1 piggs,  6 chickins,  30  eggs. 

Mar.  John  Robert,  1 hens,  a pigg,  three  chi. 

Edward  John  ap  Robert,  2 henns,  a q'  porke,  a pigg. 

John  ap  Rhytherch,  60  eggs. 

Hugh  Barker,  a q"  of  porke. 

John  ap  John  ap  Robert,  2 capons. 

Hugh  ap  Fhomas  ap  Harry,  2 capons. 

In  thefe  numerous  lifts  of  prefcnts  I was  furprifed  at  the 
omiftion  of  brandy  j probably  the  fiery  dram  was  not  then  in 
fafhion  in  Wales : yet  nurfe,  in  Romeo  and  Juliet,  calls  for  it 
amain,  under  the  name  of  aqua  vita : 

Some  aqua  ho  ! my  lord,  my  lady  ! 

It  appears  to  have  been  chiefly  ufed  in  thofe  days  for  medical 
purpofes. 

In  captain  Wyndham'%  voyage  to  Guinea  there  was  brandy  on 
board  for  the  ufe  of  the  fick  failors.  It  was  faid  to  have  been 
invented  by  Raymundus  Lullius,  the  famous  alchemift,  who  died 
in  the  year  1315.  Charles  the  Bad,  king  of  Navarre,  came  to  a 
moft  horrible  end,  fays  Mezerey,  (i.  954.)  who,  to  reftore  his 
ftrength,  weakened  by  debauchery,  was  wrapped  in  Iheets  fteeped 
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in  eau  de  vie.  ' His  valet  by  accident  fet  fire  to  them : after  the 
third  day  he  died  in  the  moft  dreadful  tortures,  and  it  is  to  be 
hoped  thus  expiated  the  crimes  of  his  moft  execrable  life.  I am 
indebted  for  the  origin  of  brandy  to  a moft  elaborate  eflay  on  it 
which  I received  from  Mr.  William  Taylor^  of  Norwich^  by  fa- 
vor of  my  friend  Dr.  Aikin. 

I NOW,  in  gratitude,  take  up  the  brief  hiftory  of  William  Pen- 
nant ^ fecond  fbn  to  Hugh  Pennant,  of  Bychton,  by  Sionet,  daughter 
of  Richard  ap  Howel  ap  Mojlon.  His  good  deeds  towards  the 
poor  of  our  parifh,  and  his  good  intention  towards  our  family, 
give  him  full  dame  to  this  token  of  refped.  William  was  a 
goldfmith  and  jeweller  he  lived  at  the  ^een's.  Head,  in  Smith- 
field  ; and  by  the  fign  of  his  .fhop,  and  by  the  feveral  bequefts  he 
made  to  perfons  about  the  court,  he  probably  was  goldfmith  and 
jeweller  to  the  royal  family.  He  made  a confiderable  fortune, 
and  died  poffeffed  of  the  manor  of  Moxhall,  in  the  parifh  of 
Ardley,  in  the  county  of  EJfex ; the  redories  called  Cutcombe  and 
Luxisrough,  in  the  county  of  Somerjet ; the  leafe  of  the  manor 
of  'Thornes,  in  Haveringe,  in  the  Bower  Ward,  in  the  county  of 
EJfex  ; the  leafe  of  the  manor  of  Noxbridge,  in  the  fame  county  ; 
and  in  London,  an  eftate  in  Smithfield  and  Hofier  Lane  -,  and  a 
houfe  called  the  Blue  Anchor,  in  Candlewick  ward,  which  laft  he 
bequeathed  to  the  famous  Hugh  Middleton,  afterwards  Sir  Hugh, 
the  projedor  of  the  New  River.  All  the  other  eftates  he  be- 
queathed thus : — His  tmnor  Moxhall,  and  the  two  redories,, 
to  his  nephew  Hugh  Pennant ; and  his  leafes  of  the  manor  of 
Thornes  to  his  brother  Pyers  Pennant,  of  Mallard  Green,  in  the 
county  of  EJfex,  the  gentleman -uftier  before  mentioned. 


All, 
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All  thefe  fruits  of  PVillmn  Pennant^s  induftiy  were  difllpated 
by  my  unfortunate  name-fake,  mentioned  in  a preceding  page, 
who  luckily  died  before  he  had  ruined  our  paternal  eftate. 

His  bequeft  in  money  to  the  poor  of  M'^iteford  paridi  had  a 
better  fate.  It  was  laid  out  in  the  purchale  of  land  in  the  parifh 
of  St.  j^aph  ; the  produce  of  which  annually  clothes  completely 
eighteen  poor  men  or  poor  Women,  on  the  feaft  of  St.  ’Phemas. 
On  the  expiration  of  the  leafe  of  thofe  lands,  I truft  that  double 
the  number  will  experience  the  benefit  of  this  charity. 

JVilliain  Pennant  alfo  remembered  feveral  of  his  friends  by  le- 
gacies, at  this  time  appearing  to  us  very  Angular.  Befides  fome 
fmall  legacies  in  money,  he  bequeathed  the  following  articles  : — 
‘ Item,  I give  and  bequeath  unto  Sir  William  Fortefeuey  K', 
‘ one  chaine  of  gold  and  pearle,  weighing  about  1 2 ounces  and  a 

* quarter;  one  billament  of  gold  and  pearle,  being  19  pieces; 

* a round  fait  of  filver,  with  a cover  thereto,  weighing  1 5 ounces, 
' and  fome  what  more ; fix  white  filver  fpoons ; one  feather-bed, 
‘ bolfter,  two  pillows,  two  blankets,  one  blue  rugg,  a teaftern  of 
‘ fatten  figured,  ruflet  and  black,  and  vallance  to  the  fame ; five 
‘ curtains  of  tafFety  farfanet,  on  char,  and  a ftool  with  a back  of 

‘ fatten  figured  ruflet ; ten  black and  fix  ftools  covered  with 

‘ black  wrought  velvett;  and  alfo  a great  cheft  covered  with  black 

* leather,  with  an  in-lock  on  it,  and  all  things  in  it  (excepting  cer- 

‘ tain  plate  therein)  hereafter  bequeathed,  I give  and 

‘ bequeath  unto  Fortefeuey  the  daughter  of  the  faid 

' William  Fortefeuey  K‘,  and  god-daughter  to  my  late  wife 

* FdUnory  her  aunt,  one  bafon  and  ewer  of  filver,  all  gilt,  weighing 
^56  ounces,  or  thereabouts  one  dozen  of  filver  fpoons  gilt, 
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' weighing  22  ounces,  or  thereabouts ; one  filver  pot  hooped, 

* weighing  20  ounces  and  upwards,  with  arms  on  the  fide  thereof; 

‘ a bell  fait  without  a cover,  partly  gilt,  weighing  6 ounces,  or 
‘ thereabouts.  All  which  particulars  are  in  the  faid  black  cheft. 

‘ And  I will  that  the  fame  fhall  prefently  after  my  deceafe  be 

* delivered  to  the  faid  PF'”  Fortejeue^  K‘,  for  him  to  keep 

* fafely  in  truft  and  confidence,  to  and  for  the  ufe  of  

' , untill  fhe  happen  to  be  married,  or  untill  Ibe  lhall  at- 

* tain  to  the  age  of  21  years,  and  then  to  be  delivered  unto  her  ; 

‘ and  that  if  the  faid  • happen  to  die  before  fhe 

‘ be  married,  or  attain  to  the  faid  age  of  21  years,  then  I give 

* and  bequeath  the  faid  legacy  to  her  bequeathed  to  Roger 

‘ Fortejcue,  her  brother,  to  be  delivered  to  him  at  his  age  of  21 
‘ years,  and  untill  that  time  to  remain  in  truft  in  the  hands  of 
‘ Sir  JV"”  Forte/cue,  Kn‘,  his  uncle.  3ltEtn,  I give  and  be- 

* queath  unto  my  loving  and  kind  friend,  Mr.  Randall  Woolley^ 

* merchant  taylor,  one  ounce  of  fine  gold  to  make  him  a ring. 

* Jtttti,  I give  and  bequeath  unto  my  loving  friend  Mr.  John 
‘ Barker,  living  at  Mr.  RoF  Holland's  houfe,  the  like  quantity 
‘ of  fine  gold  to  make  him  a ring,  item,  I give  and  bequeath 
‘ unto  my  loving  friend  Mr.  Rkh‘^  Lockjmith,  Clerk  to  Mr. 

‘ Attorney  General,  one  ounce  of  fine  gold  to  make  him  a ring. 
‘ item,  I give  and  bequeath  to  my  loving  coufin  Mr.  John 
‘ Lloide,  bencher  of  the  Inner  Femple,  34  buttons  of  gold ; to  my 

* coufin  W’"  Lloyd,  his  brother,  5 /.  of  money,  item,  I give 
‘ and  bequeath  to  my  honorable  and  late  mafter,  the  faid  John 

* Fortejeue,  Kn‘,  one  of  his  Highnefs’  moft  honorable  privy 

* councel. 
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' councel,  in  token  of  the  remembrance  of  his  love  and  kindnefs 

* towards  me,  20/.  in  money,  to  buy  him  a piece  of  velvet  for  a 

* gown.  Item,  I give  and  bequeath  to  my  loving  friend  the  un- 

* der-named,  for  the  love  and  kindnefs  that  hath  pafled  between 
' us  on  this  earth,  as  followeth:  that  is  to  fay;  to  Sir  Robert  Ban- 

* nijiery  knight,  dark  companion  of  his  majefty’s  houfehold,  one 

* ounce  of  fine  gold,  of  3/.  to  make  him  a ring.  To  Hhomas 
‘ Merry  y chief  clerk  of  his  majefty’s  kitchen,  one  ounce  of  the 
‘ like  gold  to  make  him  a hooped  filver  pot  for  his  wife. 

‘ to  John  I’refearney  one  other  of  the  clerks  of  the  kitchen,  one 
‘ ounce  of  like  gold,  to  make  him  a ring  ; and  to  John  CranOy 

* one  other  of  the  clerks  of  the  kitchen,  the  like  quantity  of  gold. 

* Blttltt,  to  Mr.  Lewis  Oweuy  ferjeant  of  the  larder,  the  like  quan- 
‘ tity  of  gold.  Bltfltt,  to  Lewis  Rogersy  the  prince’s  fervant,  half 

* an  ounce  of  like  gold  to  make  him  a ring.  Sitttll,  to  John 
‘ Pantony  fervant  to  the  right  honorable  the  lord  chancellor  of 

* Englandy  one  ounce  of  fine  gold  of  the  like  value.  to 

* John  Price,  one  of  the  porters  of  the  fpiritual  court  in  London, 

* the  like  quantity  of  fine  gold.  ta  John  Legate,  of 

* Hornchurch,  in  EJfex,  efquire,  one  ounce  of  fine  gold,  I 

* give  and  bequeath  to  my  loving  friend  Walter  Meredith,  5 /.  in 

* money,  and  alfo  a cloak  of  fine  black  cloth,  with  fomc  lace 

* about,  and  lined  through  with  ruflet  taffety.’ 

This  will  is  dated  May  4th,  1607  ; the  codicil  two  years 
after,  and  Sir  Hugh  Myddleton  left  foie  executor. 

The  entertaining  James  Howel,  in  the  xliiid  letter  of  his 
Efijlola  Ho-Eliana,  makes  John  Pennant,  third  fon  of  Pyers 

Pennant, 
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STORY  OF  JOHN  PENNANT. 

WHO  HAD  A 

SERPHNT  IV  HIS 
HEART  ! 

9 

Pe/mant^  of  Bychton,  and  brother  of  the  worthy  William^  the  in- 
flrument  of  prefages  to  our  kingdomsj  of  the  evil  days  and  evil 
times  which  were  advancing  with  rapid  pace.  The  relation  is 
very  properly  addreffed  to  that  mirror  of  credulity,  Sir  Kenelm. 
Dighy,  knight. 

* It  was  my  fortune,’  fays  the  folemn  hiftorian,  ‘ to  bq 
‘ in  a late  communication,  where  a gentleman  fpoke  of  a hideous 
‘ thing  that  happened  in  High  Holhorn  j how  one  John  Pennant^ 
‘ a young  man  of  21,  being  difledfed  after  his  death,  there  was  a 
‘ kind  of  ferpent,  with  divers  tails,  found  in  the  left  ventricle 
‘ of  his  heart,  which  you  know  is  the  moft  defended  part,  being 
‘ thrice  thicker  than  the  right,  and  is  the  cell  which  holds  the 

* pureft  and  moft  illuftrious  liquor,  the  arterial  blood  and 

< the  vital  fpirits.  The  ferpent  was  it  feems  three  years  ingen- 

* dring,  for  fo  long  time  he  found  himfelf  indifpofed  in  the 
‘breaft;  and  it  was  obferved  that  his  eye,  in  the  interim,  grew 

* more  (harp  and  fiery,  like  the  eye  of  a cock,  which  is  next 

< the  ferpent’s  eye  in  rednefs : fo  that  the  fymptom  of  his  in- 

* ward  difeafe  might  have  been  told  by  certain  exterior  rays  and 

< fignatures. 

* God  preferve  us  from  public  calamities  ! for  ferpentinc 

* monfters  have  been  often  ill  favored  prefages.  I remember  in 
« the  Roman  ftory,  to  have  read  how,  when  fnakes  or  ferpents 
« were  found  near  the  ftatues  of  their  Gods,  at  one  time  about 

* Jupter'%  neck,  another  time  about  Minerva's  thigh,  there  fol- 

< lowed  bloody  civil  wars  after  it.’ 

This  portentous  ftory  is  given  moft  fcientifically  by  Dr. 
Edward  May^  in  a thin  quarto  pamphlet  of  forty  pages.  The 
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title-page  will  inform  the  reader  of  his  various  other  titles,  which 
favor  moft  ftrongly  of  quackery. 


A 

MOST  CERTAINE 
AND  TRVE 
RELATION 
OF  A STRANGE  MONSTER 
OR  SERPENT, 

Found  in  the  Left  Ventricle  of  the 
Wtzxx.  oi  John  PennSit, 
man  of  the  Age  of  2 1 Y ears. 

By  Edward  May.,  Doctor  of  Philofophy 
and  Phyfick,  and  Profeffor'EIefl  of  them 
in  the  Colledge  of  the  Academy  of 

Nohle?nen-,  called  the  Mufaurri  Minerva.  ' - 

Phyfitian  alfo  Extraordinary  unto  her 
Moft  Sacred  Majefty  ^eene  of 
Great  Britain,  &c. 

LONDON: 

Printed  by  George  Miller,  mdcxxxix. 

The  epiftle  dedicatory  is  ‘ to  the  renowned  peere  of  this  king- 
* dom,  Edward  carle  of  Dorjet,'  the  book  itfelf  to  Sir  ‘Theodors 
MaihernSi  knight.  In  that  he  lays  before  him  the  wonderful  cale. 
He  tells  us  that  he  was  fent  on  0 Richer  7th,  1637,  by  Lady 
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Iknisy  wife  to  Sir  Francis  Herrisy  knight,  to  diffect  her  nephew 
John  Pennanty  who  had  deceafed  the  night  before,  to  know  the 
caufe  of  his  death.  The  dodtor  brought  with  him  Matter  Jacob 
Hey  don,  furgeon,  to  aflitt  in  the  enquiry.  Mr.  Hey  don  made  in- 
cifion  into  the  left  ventricle  of  the  heart,  which  was  full  of  blood. 
On  thorough  examination,  the  montter  was  difcovered,  the  head 
of  which  was  fo  like  to  that  of  a ferpent,  that  Lady  Herris 
fliivered  to  fee  it.  To  judge  by  the  prints,  all  the  upper  part 
of  it  was  cylindrical  j towards  the  lower  part  bifurcated,  and 
each  fork  divided  into  five  long  and  flender  fibrillse.  I leave  to 
the  reader  the  perufal  of  the  rett  of  Dr  May'%  mott  curious  dif- 
quifition. 

This  is  not  the  only  inttance  of  fimilar  appearances  in  the 
heart : but  we  hear  no  more  of  ferpents ; the  name  was  changed 
to  folyfujesy  to  which,  for  their  numerous  ramifications,  they 
might  bear  the  refemblance.  In  our  Philofophical  Tranfaftions 
are  more  than  one  paper  on  the  fubjedl.  In  Mr.  Lowthorp's 
Abridg.  iii.  p.  70,  and  tab.  p.  120,  is  an  account,  and  the  figure 
of  one  found  in  the  heart  of  a man  at  Oxford-,  and  in  Mr.  Martyn'% 
Abridg.  ix.  p.  135,  is  the  account  of  feveral  difcovered  in  num- 
bers of  failors  who  died  immediately  on  their  return  from  the 
Weft  Indies.  This  paper  was  written  by  the  celebrated  Dr. 
Huxham  he  quotes  MalpighiuSy  Bartholinns,  Fulpiusy  and  Pechliny 
as  giving  incontettible  inttances  of  the  exittence  of  polypi  in  the 
heart,  in  the  ttrittett  fenfe.  This  opinion  is  now  exploded. 
The  only  uncommon  circumttance  (my  ingenious  friend  Dr. 
Haygarth  attures  me)  is,  that  the  left  ventricle  of  the  heart,  and 
probably  the  aortay  which  after  death  are  ufually  empty,  were 
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in  thefe  cafes  full  of  blood.  The  crajfamentumy  upon  coagula- 
tion,  had  taken  the  form  of  the  arteries  in  which  it  was  con- 
tained. 

I BREAK  a little  into  chronology,  to  conclude  with  an  event 
relative  to  another  of  my  houfe ; of  little  moment  indeed,  but 
merely  to  give  a pi6ture  of  the  barbarous  days,  even  of  the  be- 
ginning of  the  laft  century,  which  I collefled  from  the  journal 
kept  by  Peter  Roberts,  of  St.  AJafh,  before  mentioned.  He  re- 
cords, that  on  July  2 2d,  1615,  Hugh  Pennant,  brother  to  Pyers 
Pennant,  efq;  of  Bychton,  died  of  a broken  head  given  him  at 
Benhigh,  by  Pyers  Hughes:  That  in  the  year  1626,  Rowland 
Etean,  a' vicar  otSt.  Jfaph,  was  killed  at  an  ale-houfe  in  Llandrillo 
Eiderneon  : That  on  Obiober  3d,  1628,  Mr.  Richard  Phelwal  was 
flain  at  his  own  houfe  at  Ruthen : And  that,  in  1634,  one  Foutkes, 
qf  Cilowen,  killed  his  wife,  and  cut  his  own  throat. 

The  mention  of  ale-houfe  tempts  me  to  fpeak’  of  a houfe  of 
mine,  by  the  fea-fide,  in  the  town  (hip  oi' Bychton,  called 
Gonefi,  or  the  honejl  houfe.  It  had  been  formerly  in  the  higheft 
repute  for  its  excellent  ale,  brewed  by  a good  ale-wife  yclep’d 
Jane,  of  hletty,  whom  I well  remember.  She  acquired  both  fame 
ahdcfwealth,  both  of  v/hich  I may  fay  fhe  bequeathed  ro‘  her 
defeendants;  who  to  this  day,  by  their  own  induilry,  continue 
to'flourifh  on  the  efFed  of  her ’s. 

The  houfe  was  originally  built  by  one  Smith,  from  Worcejler, 
partly  for  the  purpofes  of  dlflilling,  and  partly  for  a warehoufe. 
I am  told,  'that  it  occafionally  had  ferved  for  the  place  of  con- 
finement for  imprefled  men,  at  the  time  in  which  the  colliers 
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had  fuch  great  trade  with  Dublin . The  ftrong  bars  in  the  lower 
vvindows  favor  that  notion. 

Above  the  door  is  a very  fmgular  fculpture,  cut  in  bas-relief, 
in  ftone,  and  let  into  die  wall.  One  part  is  a ftrange  chimerical 
figure  of  a monfter  with  four  legs,  and  the  head  of  an  owl,  fixing 
its  claws  in  the  fide  of  a human  head.  The  face  is  averted,  and 
expreffing  much  agony.  The  eye-lids  are  drawn  up,  the  eyes  the 
fame,  the  mouth  half  opened,  and  the  teeth  clofely  fixed  together. 
The  face  is  young,  but  has  a pair  of  whifkers,  and  is  far  from  being 
ill  cut.  It  has  the  charafter  of  one  of  Le  Brun's  paffions,  article. 
Pain.  It  evidently  never  was  defigned  for  this  place,  but  feems 
originally  to  have  been  one  of  thofe  fanciful  gothic  fculptures  be- 
longing to  fome  antient  church. 

In  the  reign  of  King  William^  this  houfe  was  remarkable  for 
the  violent  hands  laid  on  a vaft  feizure  of  French  wines,  to  the 
amount  of  fixty  pipes,  which  had  been  fmuggled  into  the  great 
barn  at  T^relacre^  in  the  parifh  of  Uanaja,  deftined  for  the  ufe  of 
the  Weljh  gentry  in  this  and  the  neighboring  counties.  It  mull 
be  obferved,  that  in  thofe  days  port-wine  was  in  very  little  ufe 
in  our  country.  The  officers  had  conveyed  this  prize  with  fafety 
as  far  as  Lletty  Goneji,  where  they  intended  to  fleep  that  night. 
At  midi^ight  they  were  alarmed  by  the  entry  of  multitudes  of 
colliers,  who  tied  every  body  in  the  houfe  neck  and  heels.  They 
removed  the  wine  into  other  carriages,  and  conveyed  it  into 
places  fo  fecurc  that  it  never  more  could  be  heard  of.  Many  of 
the  colliers  were  obferved  to  have  rings  on  their  fingers,,  and  fine 
linen*  In  fed  numbers  of  them  were  the  gentlemen  interefted 
in  the  wine,  and  concerned  in  the  re-capture,  who  mixed  with 
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the  colliers,  to  direct  them  in  their  operations.  A proclamation 
was  iflued  out  for  the  difcovery  of  the  offenders ; but  fuch  was 
the  fidelity  of  our  people,  that  they  were  never  detected.  The 
poor  tapfter,  in  particular,  knew  perfeftly  well  who  they  were, 
and  large  rewards  were  offered  to  him  by  the  cuftom-houfe  j but 
nothing  could  fhake  his  attachment  to  his  friends.  He  lived 
long  after,  fupported  by  the  grateful  contributions  of  the 
neighboring  ’fquires. 

High  above  Lletty  Gonejl  Hands  a fummer-houfe,  built  by  my 
grandfather,  to  which  he  often  adjourned  with  his  guefts,  to  re- 
gale them  with  the  delicious  beer,  brewed  by  the  famous  Jane. 
Many  years  after,  when  I became  mafter  of  the  eftate,  I alfo 
had  my  adjournment,  but  it  was  either  to  eat  fhrimps  or  to  drink 
tea.  An  honeft:  vicar  of  a diftant  parilh,  who  had  been  a 
moft  intimate  friend  of  my  convivial  grandfather,  enquired 
whether  I ever  went  to  the  fummer-houfe  j and  was  anfwered, 
‘Now  and  then,  to  drink  tea.’  Struck  with  horror  at  the  de- 
generacy of  the  grandfon,  the  good  man  with  indignation  ex- 
clamed,  ‘ Drink  Tea  ! his  grandfather  would  have  scorned 


T HE  turnpike  road  defigned  for  the  enabling  the  fmelters  and 
others  to  convey  our  coal  to  the  places  of  its  deflination,  from 
the  Mojlyn  and  Bychton  pits,  paffes  by  Lletty  Gonejij  and  goes 
along  the  Ihore  towards  Holywell.  In  the  Ipace  of  a mile  it  paffes 
by  three  fmelting-houfes,  Shop-goch^  the  property  of  Sir  Roger 
Mojiyny  zndPen-y-Ro  znd  Llanerch-y-mory  belonging  to  me.  The 
laft  difputes  antiquity  with  moft  in  the  county,  die  late  works  at 
Gadlis  excepted. 
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Above  the  laft  is  the  neat  houfe  of  Ktnjale,  inhabited  by  my 
good  friend  and  tenant  Mr.  Ralph  PJchar^on,  who  for  feveril 
years  had  with  great  fuecefs  and  integrity  carried  on  the  fmelting 
buftnefs,  with  the  advantage  of  {hipping  the  produce  from  the 
very  fpot^  after  a fhort  carriage  to  the  veiTels. 

A SMALL  marfh  begiPxS  a little  beyond  Lletty  Gonejl,  and  widens 
as  it  extends  fouthward.  It  borders  on;  the  manor  of  Mojlyn  : but 
itfelfowns  no  lord  but  the  king.  The  fame  may  be  faid  of  the  va- 
luable remainder,  as  far  as  the  manor  of  ColeJhiU^  in  the  parifh  of 
Flint.  The  manor  of  Gre&nfieldy'm  the  parifh  of  Holywell,  was  long 
fuppofed  to  have  been  the  property  of  one  or  other  of  two 
clamants,  who  fell  into  difpute  about  .the  right.  The  matter  was 
referred  to  tv/o  gentlemen  of  the  law,  eminent  for  their  abilities, 
and  not  lefs  fo  for  their  probity.  After  examining  alhthe  proofs 
adduced  by  the  rivals,  they  adjudged  that  neither  had  any  clame 
to  the  lordfhip;  fb  it  is  now  left  to  the  freeholders  under  our 
fovereign  lord  the  king  t a rich  tradt  for  future  inclofures. 

A LITTLE  beyond  Kinjale  is  the  end  of  our  parifh  on  this  fide. 
The  boundary  between  it  and  the  parifh  oiHolywelF  is  a fmall 
rill  called  Avon  Marjh  Siambr.  Above  on  an  eminence  is  the 
old  feat  of  the  Pierces,  a family  now  extincft,  and  the  property 
paffed  into  other  hands..  It  bears  the  name  of  Is  Gian,  from  the 
name  of  the  townfhip  in  which  it  Hands. 

About  a mile  higher  up' is  Merton,  the  feat  of  the  Reverend 
Mr.  John  Foulkds.  He  derives  his  right  to  it  from  Margaret, 
daughter  and  heirefs  to  Thomas  Parry  ap  William  Parry  Wynne. 
She  married  John  Foulkes,  of  Pen-ycha  Pluy,  in  the  parifh  of 
Skyviog,  great-grandfather  to  the  prefent  owner,  who  died*  in 
July,  1667,  and  was  interred  in  Wbiteford  church-yard. 

Tre 
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^re  Mofiyn  bounds  '^re.\By>chton  on  die  well.  This.town- 
fhip  is  conlidered  as  containm'g  oneifourtHoof ’the  parifh.  jilt 
reaches  to  the  fea-fide  ; 'on 'which,  as 'well  as  the  whole,. 'ttees  of 
every  hind  grow  moll  admirably r : . m , - 

It  is  divided  from  Tre  Bychton,  m the  lower  part  .by  the  turn- 
pike road,  which  extends  from ; the.  fearfide  to  Haillan,  fixteen 
miles  diftant, . originally  defigned  for  the  conveyance 'of. :coal 
from  the  pits  of  this  townlhip,  and  that  of  Ir*?  to  the 

great  lime-works  near  Denbigh.  The  hrll:  aft  was  obtained 
in  1768,  the  fecond  in  1770:  before  which  our 'roads  were 
fcarcely  paffable.  If  .either  Sir  Roger  Mojbyn's  family  or  our 
own  wanted  to  get  to  Chejler^  we  were  to  reach. the.  fea-fide  ;then 
to  Flint  as  we  could,  and  from  thence'  at  low  water  crols.  the  ford 
of  the  Dee,  a way  not  always  unattended  with  danger. 


Opposite  to  Moftyn  gates,  on  this  part  of  the  tlirnpike  road, 
is  a hamlet,  called  the  Rhewl,  yr  Heol,  platea,  a way  or  ftreet. 
On  each  fide  are  a few  houfes;  ' .The  (S'tu^i.almall  ale-houfo,  my 
property,  was  noted  for  its  vafl;  trade  ^bout  the  beginning  of  this 
century,  when  the  coal  trade  Vasjn  the  height  offits.  profperity ' 
' And  Cxu/'TO  ^fc/'then- anexfciftdr  b}’’ idngi  f ^ 

'Thomas  Edwards,  who  feyeral  yea^s  ^ pas^^^tenait^  thefe^ ' edu^ 
cated  a family  of  numbers  of  children,,  at  no  ^inconficlerabie 
cxpence,  and  is  fuppofed  to  have  .acquired  by  the  tap  at  lefl; 

•*'  . J ' I - ' ,J  . i lj  -dt 

fifteen  hundred  pounds..  . - ....  ^ \ 

From  the  Rhfwl  opens  the"principal  gaite's  to  MoJlyn'Tl^,  or 

more  properly  Mcjlon  Halh  for.  fuch,  for  rnany.  ages,  was^^the 
r ’Vv  r U ^ ru"  u ^ ' A' 

Ipelling  01  the  names  of  both  the  manfion  and, its  antient  owners. 

* ^ '*  ' 

On  this  approach  is  a molt  venerable  avenue,  which  goes  for  a 
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eonfidcrable  way  in  a direft  line ; then  turns  ftiort,  and  terminates 
with,  a view  of  the  old  part  of  the  old  manfion.  The  park  is 
fmall,  but  beautifiiUy  broken,  and  cloathed  in  various  parts  with 
fine  oaks,  and  moft  magnificent  beeches  j but  amidft  the  trees  is 
fuffered  to  remain,  rugged  with  the  veftiges  of  the  antient  col- 
lieries. The  .ground  Hopes  finely  to  the  fea,  facing  the  North 
Eaft.  The  trees  grow 'with  vigor  dole  to  the  water,  unhurt  by 
the  rude  winds  with"  which  they  are  afiailed. 

T HE  houfe  b placed  about  half  a mile  from  the  fhore.  1 find 
fome  difficulty  in  making  a defcription.  I ffiall  therefore  refer 
the  reader  to  the  firft  plate  oi Weljh  feats,  by  Mr.  BoydeU  and  to 
my  own,  as  the  only  method  of  giving  him  fome  idea  of  the  fin- 
gularity  of  the  firudure.  - That  plate  attempts  the  front — 


' If  front  it  miglit  be  call’d,  that  fliape  had  none 

* Diftinguilhable. 

- ■'/  r 

For  it  confifts  of  the  moft  anfient  hall;  a lefler,  defigned  for  a fort 
of  Jympoftum  for  fervants;  and  on  the  outfide,  annexed  and 
jutting  out,  is  the  quondam  chapel;-  now  converted  into  a bed-i 
chamber,  I have  a fketch  of  the  whole  as  it  was  in  the  year 
1684,  made  by  a Mr.  ‘Thomas  Dinelyy  an  attendant  on  Henry y firft 
duke  of  Beaufort y then  lord  prefident  of  the  council  in  the  prin- 
cipality of  Wales  y and  lord  lieutenant  of  the  twelve  counties;  who 
in  that  year  made  a reviewing  progrefs  of  the  militia  of  North 
Wales y and  of  courfe  paid  his  refpeds  to'  the  great  man  of  our 
country,  " ^ 

The  porch  had  been  rebuilt  in  1^23.,  ‘It  has  on  it  the  arms 
of  the  four  great  alliances  of  the  family,  rudely  cut  on  the  ftone. 
» 
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They  feem  to  have  been  copied  from  the  great  chimney-piccc 
in  the  hall. 

I CANNOT  trace  the  time  of  building  of  this  part  of  the  houfe. 
It  muft  have  been  at  left  early  in  the  time  of  Henry  VI.  but  pro- 
bably more  antient,  for  in  Bolton  Hall,  in  Bowlandy  Torkjhire  (the 
moft  antique  feat  we  know)  is  a hall  in  a lefler  fcale  indeed,  but 
greatly  fimilar  j and  in  that  houfe  it  is  well  known  that  the  unfor-r 
tunate  prince  concealed  himfelf  for  a long  time.  Pofterity  may 
find  the  account  in  my  ^ T our  in  Parc  of  the  Mercian  and  Northum- 
‘ Irian  Kingdoms.’  The  great  gloomy  hall  is  furnifhed  with  a 
Dais  or  elevated  upper  end,  and  with  a long  table  for  the  lord  and 
his  jovial  companions;  and  another  in  the  fide,  the  feat  of  the 
inferior  partakers  of  the  good  cheer.  To  this  day  the  fimilitude 
X)f  the  old  times  is  kept  up  when  the  family  is  at  home.  The  head 
fervants  take  their  dinner  at  the  Daisy  and  the  numerous  inferior 
fervants  fill  the  long  table.  The  roof  is  lofty,  croffed  with  long 
beams.  The  nen-hren,  or  top-beam,  was  in  all  times  a frequent 
toaft,  whenever  the  mafter  of  the  houfe’s  health  was  drank;  andn 
‘ Jachedy  nen-breny  ty^  was  the  cordial  phrafe.  The  chimney-piece ' 
is  magnificently  plain,  unlefs  where  the  arms  of  the  houfe  and  its 
alliances  are  cut  on  the  ftone,  and  properly  emblazoned. 

The  firft  are  the  arms  (a  lion  rampant,  crmin,,  ermine)  of 
Jevan  Vychany  of  Pengwerny  near  Ilangolleny  (fee  T^our  in  WaleSy 
vol.  i.  p.  295.)  fixteenth  in  defcent  from  Owen  Tudor.  By 
the  marriage  of  with.  Angharady  daughter  and  foie  heirefs 
of  Howel  ap  Tudor  ap  Ithel  Vychany  of  Moftyny  he  added  that  eftate 
to  his  paternal  acres  in  the  reign  of  Richard  II. 

It  feems  (from  the  Mojiyn  pedegree)  that  in  1444  Jevan  had 
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farmed  the  eftate.  He  wifely  'determined  to  turn  the  Icafe  into  x 
perpetuity : and  gaining  the  lady’s  afFeftions, 

Connubio  junxit  ftabili,  pfopriamque  dicavit. 


F.»lLcok,  vast 
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T HE  next  are  the  arms  of  his  fpoufe,  the  heirefs  of  Mojlyn  : di- 
rectly defeended  from  the  Edwyn  lord  of  Eegengk  before  mentioned 
(argent  a crofs  engrailed  fable,  between  four  Cornijh  choughs.) 

T HE  third  are  the  arms  of  Gloddaeth,  (gules  a chevron  argent 
between  three  plates)  acquired  by  the  marriage  of  Howel  ap  Evan 
Vychan^  fon  of  the  former,  in  1460,  with  Margaret,  daughter  and 
heir  of  Gryffydd  ap  Rhys  ap  Gryffydd  ap  Madoc  Gloddaeth  ap  Ma^ 
doc  ap  Jerweth  Goch,  of  Cryddyn,  the  hundred  in  which  the  houlc 
flands. 

The  fourth  are  the  arms  of  Sir  Gryffydd  Lloyd.  Morfydd,  one  of 
his  daughters  and  co-heireffes,  married  Madoc  Gloddaeth,  vi\\o  with 
lier  received  Lregarnedd,  in  the  ifle  of  Anglejey,  as  her  portion. 
That  eftate  followed  the  fucceffion  of  the  houfe,  till  Gloddaeth  was 
united  with  that  of  Moftyn,  in  which  it  continued  till  the  year 
1750J  then  it  was  alienated  by  the  late  Sir  Lhomas  Mojlyn,  to  the 
\z.tt  yir,  Owen  Williams,  oi  Anglefey.  ” ‘ 

The  walls  are  furnilhed  in  a fuitable  manner  with  antlent  mili- 
tia guns,  fwords,  and  pikes  j with  helmets  and  breaft-plates ; with 
funeral  atchievements,  and  with  variety  of  fpoils  of  the  chace-. 
A falcon  is  nailed  agalnft  the  upper  end  of  the  room,  with  two 
bells,  a greater  and  a leffer,  hung  to  each  foot.  On  two  filver* 
rings  arc  infcribed  the  name  of  the  owner,  Mr.  Kinloch,  of  Kul~ 
rie,  in  the  county  of  Angus,  on  the  Eaftern  fide  of  Scotland.  With 
thefe  incumbrances  it  flew  from  its  owner  on  the  morning  of  the 
24th  of  September,  1772,  and  was  killed  near  this  houfe  on  the 
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Kiorning  of  the  26th.  The  precife  time  it  reached  our  country  is 
not  known  ; therefore  we  are  uncertain  whether  this  bird  exceeded 
in  fwiftnefs  the  hawk  which-  flew  thirty  miles  in  an  hour  in  pur- 
fuit  of  a.  woodcock ; or  that  which  made  a flight  out  of  Wejl- 
fhalia  into  PruJJia  in  a day — inftances  recorded  by  the  learned 
Sir  Phomas  Brown, 

The  adjacent  kitchen  is  overlooked  by  a gallery  leading  to 
the  antient  apartments  of  the  lady  of  the  houfe,  at  a period  when 
the  odors  of  the  pot  and  fpit  were  thought  no  ill  favors.  From 
the  commanding  height  of  the  gallery  the  good  lady  might  give 
' her  orders  to  her  Coges^  or  fhe-cook,  as  Syr  us  is  humoroufly  de- 
feribed  by  Perence  to  do  to  his  fcullion  Dr  onto  : — ‘ Let  the  great  eel 

* fport  a little  longer  in  the  water. — See  that  you  gut  the  other 
‘ fifhesj  and  flew  the  great  carp  well. — Frelhen  the  fait  fifh. — 
‘ Look  to  the  baked  meats,  good  Douje. — Crifp  the  pig  nicely. — 
‘ Pray  do  not  over-roafl;  the  furloin  again. — Boil  the  pudding 
‘ fufflciently,  and  do  not  fpare  plums  and  fuet. — Be  fure  not  to 

* fmoke  the  flummery. — Remember,  no  onions  to-day — neigh- 
‘ bor  P.  dines  with  us,  &c.  &c.’ 

In  the  roof  to  this  gallery  are  numbers  of  fmall  roofting-holes, 
to  which  the  inferior  maidens  of  the  family  nightly  repair  to  reft 
from  their  labors. 

At  one  end  of  the  gallery  is  a great  room,  remarkable  for  a 
Angular  event.  During  the  time  that  Henry  earl  of  Richmond  was 
fecretly  laying  the  foundation  of  the  overthrow  of  the  houfeof  Tork^ 
he  pafled  concealed  from  place  to  place,  in  order  to  form  an  intereft 
among  the  Weljh,  who  favored  his  caufe  on  account  of  their  re- 
lpe(ft  to  his  grandfather  Owen  Pudor^  their  countryman.  While 
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he  was  at  Mofiyn^  a party  attached  to  Richard  III.  arrived  there  to 
apprehend  him.  He  was  then  about  to  dine,  but  had  juft  time  to 
leap  out  of  a back  window,  and  make  his  efcape  through  a hole, 

HtKRY  ^ which,  to  this  day,  is  called  the  King’s.  Richard ap  Howel,  then 

lord  of  Mojiyny  joined  Henry  at  the  battle  of  Bofworth  ; and  after 
the  vidlory,  received  from  the  king,  in  token  of  gratitude  for  his 
prefervation,  the  belt  and  fword  he  wore  on  that  day ; he  alfo 
prefled  greatly  to  follow  him  to  court ; but  he  nobly  an- 

fwered,  like  the  Shunamitijh  woman : ‘ I dwell  among  mine  own 
^peopled  The  fword  and  belt  were  preferved  in  the  houfe  till 
within  thefe  few  years.  It  is  obfervable  that  none  of  our  hifto- 
rians  account  for  a certain  period  of  Henry's  life,  previous  to  his 
accelTion.  It  is  very  evident  that  he  pafTed  the  times  when  he 
difappeared  from  Bretagnyy  in  hVales.  Many  cotemporary  bards, 
by  feigned  names,  record  this  part  of  his  life,  under  thofe  of  the 
Lion,  the  Eagle,  and  the  like,  which  were  to  reftore  the  em- 
pire to  the  Britons : for  the  inlpired  favorers  of  the  houfe  of 
Lancafter  did  not  dare  to  deliver  their  verfes  in  other  than  terms 
allegorical,  for  fear  of  the  reigning  prince. 

Square  Tower.  In  all  probability  the  original  of  Mojlyn  was  a fquare  tower, 
fuch  as  may  be  exemplified  entire  at  ‘Howery  the  feat  of  the 
Reverend  the  late  Dr.  Wynne  (fee  I’our  in  Wales y ii.  p.  427  }► 
Part  of  that  at  Moftyn  is  ftill  remaining,  but  concealed  by  the 
additional  buildings.  It  is  fully  fhewn  in  the  view  of  Moftyny  as  it 
was  in  the  year  1684.  The  upper  part  ought  to  have  been  em- 
battled, but  the  top  had  been  in  later  times  covered  with  an  auk- 
ward  dome.  Thefe  fquare  towers  are  ftill  very  frequent  on  the 
borders  of  Scotlandy  built  in  favage  times,  as  I have  attempted  to 
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delb'Ibe  in  rny  tour  in  Scotland-,  feconti  edition,  volume  ii.  p.  8^, 

In  the  plate  of  Mojiyn  Is  given  the  view  of  tlie  feat  of  a gentle- 
man of  lai'ge  fortune  in  antient  times.  In  that  of  Bychton-,  one 
of  middling  fortune,  In  that  of  the  late  Mr.  Parry\  of  Merton, 
one  of  fmall  fortune,  As  to  our  eftate,  I think- the  rent-roll  in 
the  year  1572  might  amount  to  about  300/.  a year,  confilbing 
of  a little  money,  and  rents  in  kind,  and  fervices, 

Before  I quit  the  old  houfe,  let  me  fay,  that  the  befl  view  of 
the  chaotic  additions  backward  is  from  the  garden,  from  a very 
handfome  fummer-houfe,  built  by  the  fiift  baronet,  as  appears  by 
his  arms  quartered  with  thofe  of  his  wife,  Bulkeky  of  Baron 
Hill,  From  this  fpot  is  feen  great  part  of  the  buildings,  and  the 
appurtenances  to  the  old  houfe,  one  tacked  tb  the  other,  as  the 
increafe  or  the  wants  of  the  family  made  neceliary. 

In  the  year  1631,  Sir  Roger  MoJlyn,  knight,  gave  to  the  houfe  new  Housji, 
a very  handfome  addition  i a fquare  rnafs,  confifting  of  fix  bed- 
chambers,  a very  large  eating-room,  and  a dining-room  or 
drawing-room  above,  with  a large  bow-window  in  the  middle  of 
each.  In  that  below  are  the  arms  of  Gwynne  and  DMrcy,  well 
emblaaoned  on  glal’s,  Thefe  are  complimentary  to  two  great 
alliances ; the  one  of  Sir  Roger  himfelf  with  Mary,  daughter  of 
the  famous  Sir  John  Wynnes  of  Gwydir  j the  other  out  of  refpedt 
to  the  alliance  with  Bridget  Savage,  daughter  of  JO*  Arck  Savage,  d(\. 
of  Reighton,  in  Chejhire,  by  whom  the  family  acquired  the  great 
eftates  they  poflefs  in  that  county.  From  the  principal  gate  of 
the  park  they  have  the  pleafing  view  of  thofe  of  Beejlon,  and 
thofe  above  Parkgate, 

Opposite  to  tliis  window  is  a fire-place  fuitable  to  the  room. 

Above  are  the  arms  of  the  numerous  alliances  of  the  houfe, 
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beautifully  done  in  ftucco,  dated  1632.  Conjoined  with  them 
are  the  arms  of  Mary  Wynne ^ wife  of  Sir  Roger.  Thofe  of  Gwydir 
quarterly  with  thofe  of  Gryffydd  ap  Conan.  In  the  firft  of  the 
Mojlyn  fide  are  thofe  of  T’udor  ’Trevor^  the  flock  of  the  houfe. 
The  next  are  thofe  of  Llwdocca  ap  Cqradoc.  3dly,  the  arms  of 
Elidir  ap  Rhys  Sais.  4thly,  thofe  of  JeJiyn  ap  Gurgant.  fthly, 
the  bearing  of  Brochwel  Tjcythrog.  6thly,  the  arms  of  Edwyn. 
ythly,  thofe  of  Eudor  ap  Gronw.  Sthly,  of  Ithel  Vychan.  9thly, 
are  the  arms  of  Madoc  Gloddaeth.  icthly,  are  thofe  of  Sir 
Gryffydd  Lloyd.  The  nth,  of  Goodman  ^ and  I2thly,  and  laftly, 
the  arms  of  ShalmeJboroWy  which  feem  an  appurtenance  only  to 
thofe  of  Goodman.  This  is  a mere  focal  ornament,  an  abridge- 
ment of  the  thirty-two  coats  which  graced  the  pedegree  of  the 
houfe  in  the  year  1663.  Two  Eermini  fupport  the  entablature 
of  this  genealogical  table.  The  other  ornaments  are  elegant ; 
but  unfortunately,  as  if  to  dafh  the  mirth  of  the  company,  the 
architedl  has  added,  in  full  view,  the  monumental  crofs-bones 
and  bared  Ikull. 

At  the  upper  end  of  the  room  are  two  fine  portraits  by 
Mytens,  full  lengths.  One  is  of  Sir  Roger  Mojlyn,  knight,  men- 
tioned at  p.  17.  His  face  is  an  excellent  reprefentation  of  the 
viridis Jenedtus,  his  countenance  florid,  his  peaked  beard  of  flrong 
whitenefs.  On  his  head  is  a black  clofe  cap,  turned  up  with 
Flanders  lace  j round  his  neck  a flat  large  ruff  j his  whole  drefs 
befides  is  black  ; round  the  waiftband  of  his  great  breeches  is  a 
girdle  (luck  with  points.  This  piece  of  magnificence  gave  rife 
to  a very  coarfe  proverb,  applicable  to  inferior  people,  ambitious 
of  afling  beyond  their  ftation.  Round  his  knees  are  fimilar  gir- 
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dies.  His  boots  are  large,  and  of  v/hite  leather,  turned  down  at 
top,  and  ornamented  in  the  fame  finical  manner  as  the  cap : 
fuch  was  the  foppery  of  the  times,  even  in  fo  manly  a figure  as 
was  our  knight  of  Mojlyn.  But  then  he  was  in  full  drefs,  his 
fpurs  of  fine  gold,  with  vafl;  fpur-leathers.  His  right  hand  refts 
on  his  flick,  his  left  on  a table  covered  with  a carpet  moll  ad- 
mirably painted  j on  it  his  hat,  broad-brimmed,  and  with  a 
moft  immoderate  crown.  The  date  on  his  portrait  is  1634; 
his  age  67.  He  died  on  Auguji  i8th,  1642,  and  was  interred 
at  Whiteford,  on  September  the  i ft. 

His  lady’s  neck  (in  a piblure  of  the  fame  date)  is  ornamented  • 
with  a large  ruff,  fingle  and  elevated;  her  right  hand  has 
in  it  a fan,  and  refts  on  an  elbow-chair;  on  a finger  of  her  left 
hand  is  a ring,  tied  to  her  arm  by  feveral  black  firings. 

She  is  dreffed  in  a handfome  long  gown,  with  a fafh  up 
to  her  very  arms,  exadlly  like  the  no-waifted  fair  of  the  prefent 
days.  Her  fhape  is  contrived  to  have  fome  degree  cf  elegance, 
notwithftanding  fhe  feems  to  have  been  a large  woman.  I wifh 
our  modern  embonpoints  refembled  this  lady.  They  feem  to  emu- 
late in  fafhion  the  form  of  a fack  of  wool;  bulging  out  on  every 
fide,  undulating  their  plump  graces,  here  and  there,  as  motion 
gives  occafion.j  Over  the  mouth 'of  the  fack  feems  to  have  been 
ofdmes  flung  by  accident  a light*horfeman’s  cap,  or  any 
other  incongruity,  inftead  of  the  venerable  coeffure  of  the  Lady 
Mqftyny  at  the  fober  age  of  forty-nine. 

His  fon  Roger,  the  firft  baronet,  created  Auguft  3d,.  1660,  Is  Sir  Roger,  first 
the  middle  figure  of  a piflure  of  the  mioft  ridiculous  compofition. 

This  diftinguifhed  charadler  is  reprefented  a kit-kat  length,  in  a 
flrange  long  flaxen  wig,  a breaft-plate,  buff  fkirts,  and, antique 

Roman. 


6 1 


SIR  ROGER  MOSTYN,  FIRST  BARONET. 

Roman  fleeves ; a negro  holding  his  helmet.  By  him  is  his  fecond 
lady,  Mary^  eldeft  daughter  of  ’ThomaSt  lord  Bulkeleyt  of  Baron 
Hill.  She  is  reading,  with  one  hand  on  a Ikull,  and  her  little  lap- 
dog  placed  by  her  warlike  hulband.  His  third  wife  is  doubled 
up,  and  concealed  behind  the  frame.  This  lady  Ihewed  fuch  a 
mercenary  difpofition,  and  fo  mifchievous  to  the  children  of  her 
predeceffor,  that  one  of  the  family  affixed  this  ftigma,  I have 
taken  a peep  at  her,  and  may  pronounce  her  countenance  to  be 
truly  fymptomatic*  of  her  interior. 

Sir  Roger  was  a xealous  loyalift.  He  raifed  a regiment  in 
fupport  of  the  crown,  confifting  of  fifteen  hundred  men,  in 
twelve  hours  time,  moftiy  colliers.  Whltdockt  whofe  filler  had 
been  married  to  Sir  Thomas  MoJiynj  of  KUken^  in  this  county, 
knight,  father  to  Sir  Roger ^ fpeaks  of  him  in  the  following  terms  j 
notwithftanding  their  principles,  and  the  parts  they  took  were 
widely  different.  ‘Then  the  parliament  forces  (in  1643)’ fays 
the  hiftorian,  at  p.  78,  * took  in  Mojiyn-houfe-,  belonging  to 
* colonel  Mojlyn,  the  governor  of  Flint',  and  in  Mofiyn  they  took 
‘ four  pieces  of  ordnance  and  fome  arms. 

‘ This  colonel  Mojlyn  is  my  filler’s  fon,  a gentleman  of  good 
‘parts,  and  mettle j of  a very  ancient  family,  large  polTeffions, 
‘ and  great  interell  in  that  country } fo  that  in  twelve  hours  he 
‘ raifed  1,500  men  for  the  king,  and  was  well  beloved  there, 
‘ living  very  nobly.’ 

This  gentleman’s  loyalty  coft  him  and  the  family  dear.  He 
Tpent  about  fixty  thoufand  pounds  in  the  fervice  of  his  majelly. 
His  houfe  of  Mojlyn  was  plundered  and  llripped,  fo  that  he  was 
obliged  to  retire  to  a fmall  houfe  called  Rlas-ycha,  about  a mile 
diftant  from  Mojlyn.  The  firft  was  built  by  his  grandfather,  the 
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old  baronet  before  mentioned;  within,  in  coarfe  flucco,  are  his 
arms,  with  thofe  of  Gwydiry  and  the  date  and  initials  of  his  and 
his  lady’s  name — ‘ 1603,  R.  M.  M.  M' 

Sir  Roger  had  a great  intimacy  with  Pyers  Pennant^  his  cotem- 
porary neighbor  at  Bychton.  Both  feem  to  have  been  boon 
companions,  as  is  evident  from  the  P.  S.  to  the  following  cu- 
rious epiftle : 

' Dear  Pyers ^ Mojlyrty  ^ , . . . . 1674. 

* I HOPE  you  will  excufe  me  for  alking  for  the  4/.  you 
‘ owe  me  for  the  pair  of  oxen  j for  I want  the  money  to  make  up 
‘ 20/.  to  fend  my  fon  to  Oxford  next  week. 

* I am,  dear  Pyers, 

‘ Your’s,  &c.  &c. 

* Roger  Mostyn. 

^ P.  S. — How  does  your  head  do  this  morning  ? — mine  aches 
* confoundedly.’ 

At  this  time  money  was  fo  fcarce,  that  4/.  was  a price  for  a 
pair  of  oxen  j and  the  baronet  of  Mofiyn  was  thought  very  liberal 
in  fending  his  heir  apparent  to  the  univerfity  with  20/.  in  his 
pocket. 

The  other  portraits  are  a head  of  Sir  Phomas  Mofiyn,  the  gen- 
tleman who  married  Bridget  Savage,  heirefs  of  the  Chejhire  eftates. 

One  of  the  late  Sir  Thomas  Mofiyn,  when  a youth.  In  him 
was  united  the  fine  gentleman,  the  polite  fcholar,  and  the  good 
man.  My  vifion  of  a certain  youth,  I do  believe,  does  not  ifiue 
from  the  ivory  gate. 

——when  I behold,  with  ravilh’d  eyes, 

Our  pride,  our  darling,  our  Marcelhs  rife ! 


Curious  Epistle. 
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Billy  BAxcok. 


Busts. 


Portraits  of  William  Vaughan^  efq.  of  CorJygedoU  and  his 
■brother  Evan  Lloyd  Vaughan,  of  fucceflbr  to  his 

eftates,  and  to  his  feat  in  parlement  for  the  county  of  Merioneth. 

A SMALL  full  length  of  the  exiled  duke  of  Ormond,\n  a Roman 
drefs,  with  a brown  full  wig,  and  a plan  of  a modern  fortification, 
by  Vauhan  or  Cohorn,  at  his  feet. 

Let  not  the  lhades  of  the  great  grow  indignant,  when  I men- 
tion on  the  fame  page  our  Billy  Bangor,  the  wit,  the  jefter,  buf- 
foon, and  fool  (as  he  probably  was  mifnamed)  of  our  country. 
His  fayings  and  his  pranks  are  to  this  day  much  talked  of. 
His  is  a half-length,  with  a pipe  in  his  hand'.  His  look  favors 
not  of  folly,  and  is  full  of  fly  gravity.  The  portrait  Is  well 
painted,  I imagine  in  the  beginning  of  the  prefent  century,  in 
which  Billy  flourilhed. 

Two  very  good  portraits,  half-lengths,  clofe  the  lift.  They 
are  faid  to  have  been  tfwo  painters,  wKo  fate  for  their  pidtures  to 
each  other.  Their  countenances  are  good,  their  dreflfes  fimilar. 

Between  them  is  a head  of  Charles  II.  in  his  ufual  black  wig. 
He  is  well  painted,  but  without  flattery.  His  coarfe  features 
well  vindicate  the  queftion  he  put  to  y^^ox.  Riley,  the  painter,  on 
feeing  the  portrait  done  by  that  artift ; ‘ Is  this  like  me  ? — then, 
* od’s  fifli,  I am  a very  ugly  fellow  * !’ 

In  the  room  are  fpme  bufts  colledted  by  the  late  Sir  Ehomas 
Mojlyn,  when  he  was  z.iRome.-,  among  them  is  a beautiful  head 
of  a young  Faun,  in  a Phrygian  bonnet,  ^pkxed  ,(by  no  very  un- 
common miftake)  on  a female  bodyj  which  it  never  owned. 

One  of  the  Ccrnelii,  with  meagre  face  and  lank  hair.  Vfu- 
guftus,  A Seleucus,  with  two  wings  faftened  to  an  imperial 

* Anecdotes  of  Painters,  iii.  p.  123. 
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diadem,  Tymbols  of  dilpatch  and  expedition.  Tv/o  heads  of  o!d 
men,  one  with  fhort  curied  hair,  and  long  rounded  beard  ; the 
other  with  a long  fquare  beard,  and  long  flowing  hair.  Both 
have  a fillet  round  the  head.  Neither  of  thefe  arc  determined. 
One  is  conjedlured  to  have  been  Heftod-,  the  other  Hippocrates, 

This  room  is  in  length  thirty-ftve  feet  three  inches;  in  breadth 
twenty  feet,  from  the  hollow  of  the  bow-window  to  the  fire-place. 

In  pafTing  out  of  this  apartment  to  the  great  flairs  is  the 
entrance  into  a fmall  and  darkfome  room,  mentioned  only  for 
the  fake  of  a piflure  of  a hound  bitch,  moft  enormoufly  fat, 
doing  great  credit  to  the  houfe : as  another,  I am.  in  pofTefTion  ofi 
did  to  that  of  Bychton. 

The  dining-room  is  above  the  parlor.  The  dimenfions  are  very 
fingular,  exceeding  in  breadth  thofe  of  the  room  below  about 
nine  inches.  On  an  antient  table,  made  out  of  one  plank  (of  fome 
unknown  wood)  feven  feet  ten  inches  in  length,  and  four  feet  ten 
in  breadth,  flands  a moll  exquifite  bufl  of  the  elder  Brutus,  which 
feems  as  if  formed  in  the  inflant  that  the  love  of  his  country  got 
the  belter  of  paternal  afFedtion ; when  with  a fleady  voice  he 
was  delivering  to  the  lidlors  his  Htus  and  "Tiberius,  to  receive  the 
reward  of  their  treafons. 

On  a glafs  cafe  are  two  bulls  in  brown  alaballer,  of  a male 
and  female  Faun,  with  the  flammeum  on  their  heads.  Both  are  of 
hideous  deforrnity,  but  well  executed.  In  the  cafe  beneath  is  a 
very  fine  model  of  a man  of  w^ar  of  fixt*y-four  guns ; and  beneath 
that  a moll  fplendid  barge.  I lliould  have  mentioned,  that, 
between  the  Fauns,  is  alfo  a model  of  the  Edyjione  light- houfe, 
which  was  burnt  down  in  the  year  1755,  and  fucceeded  by  the 
prefent,  the  work  of  our  able  engineer  the  late  Mr.  Smeaton, 
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PICTURES.- 


Painting  of  St. 
Catherine. 


The  Supper  at 
Emaus. 


Two  Caverns. 


Daniel,  Earl  of 
Nottingham. 


On  the  left  hand  of  this  cafe  is  a tnoft  charming  painting  by 
Leonardo  da  Vinci,  of  St.  Catherine.  The  wheel  is  placed  by  her, 
and  in  her  hand  is  a palm-branch,  the  fymbol  of  martyrdom, 
Moreri,  and  the  moderate  catholic  writers,  feem  to  be  incredu- 
lous, equally  with  myfelf,  as  to  her  hiftory.  The  Golden  Legend, 
that  flower  of  martyrologies,  is  fuperior  to  all  doubts.  She  was 
daughter  to  king  Coftus,  married  to  our  Saviour,  and  martyred 
by  a wheel  (luck  with  razors,  under  the  tyrant  Maxentius.  The 
wheel  burft  to  pieces,  and  at  once  killed  four  thoufand  Paynims 
who  attended  the  execution.  Both  thefe  fubjefls  have  furnillied 
moft  delightful  pidlures  for  the  bell:  mailers.  (See  more  of 
her  in  my  Outlines  ofihe  Globe — Arabia,  vol.  x.  p.  2 j .) 

Over  the  chimney-piece  is  a good  pidure  by  one  of  the 
Bajfans,  of  the  fupper  at  Emaus,  filled  with  pots  and  kettles,  and 
all  the  charaderifbic  culinary  furniture  of  thofe  famous  artifls. 

Two  very  good  pieces,  I imagine  of  the  interior  of  fome  great 
quarries,  vaft  caverns,  with  pillars  of  flone  left  to  fupport  the 
roof.  Similar  to  thofe  are  the  caves  of  Caujfie,  in  the  county  of 
Banff,  in  North  Britain,  drawn  by  my  much-lamented  -protege^ 
the  late  Mr.  Cor  diner,  (fee  Introdublion  to  the  Arblic  Zoology,. 
tab.  i.)  and  fuch  as  thofe  engraven  by  Le  Bruyn  (ii.  p.  189, 
tab.  250,  251,  of  the  EngUJh  edition)  which  he  faw  on  the  JVo^ 
logda,  in  the  province  of  the  fame  name. 

The  family  portraits  fliall  be  mentioned  as  they  are  placed^ 
At  the  upper  end  of  the  room  is  Ditniel,  fecond  earl  of  Notting- 
ham, fitting  in  his  robes,  with  a moft  enormous  black  wig,  flow- 
ing on  each  fide,  almofl  to  bis  waifl:  his  complexion  fuitably 
fwarthy. 
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Tnis  noble  peer  was  painted  by  Sir  Godfrey  Kneller,  and  was 
one  of  the  few  piftures  which  that  unprincipled  painter,  as  Mr. 

IValfole  fays,  would  not  gladly  have  difowned  the  moment  it 
Was  paid  for.  The  earl  of  Nottingham  was,  as  Dalrymple  repre- 
fents  him  to  have  been,  rhoft  vehement  in  his  political  principles, 
both  in  church  and  ftate,  fo  that  he  could  hereby  not  live  in  charity 
with  thofe  who  differed  from  him.  He  undertook  the  defence 
of  the  former  againft  the  attack  made  upon  it  by  the  famous 
Whijioni  in  a letter  in  1719,  addreffed  to  his  lordHiip,  which  the 
earl  anfwered  j for  which  his  lordfhip  received  from  the  univer- 
fity  of  Oxfordy  in  full  convocation,  its  folemn  thanks,  for  his  noble 
'defence  of  the  Chriftian  faith,  January  1,  1729-30. 

His  zeal  (as  Mr.  JValpok  obferves)  caufed  him  during  life  to 
fuffer  many  afperfions.  In  all  probability  the  following  may 
have  been  one : a ftanza  in  the  tranflation  of  the  4th  Epiftle, 
lib.  ii.  of  Horace,  Ne  fit  ancilla  tibi  amor  pudori,  by  the  Earl  of 
to  the  Earl  of  S, 

Did  not  bafe  Greher'%  Pcg'g  inflame . 

The  fober  Earl  of  ’Nottingham, 

Of  fober  fire  defcended : 

That,  carelefs  of  his  foul  and  fame, 

To  play-houfes  he  nightly  came, 

And  left  church  undefended ! 

His  fecond  lady,  Anne,  only  daughter  of  William,  the  lafl;  His  CouNtEM. 

vifcount  Hatton,  is  the  next  portrait,  fitting,  and  drefled  in  white.  , 

According  to  Collins,  fhe  was  a moft  profitable  veffel,  for  (he  had 
five  fons  and  eight  daughters,  befides  ten  other  children  who 
died  young,  and  feven  who  were  dill-born. 
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Lady  Essex 
Mostyn. 


Sir  Roger. 
Mostyn. 


Late  Sir  Tho- 
mas Mostyn, 


Lady  EJJeXi  her  eldeft  daughter,  in  blue,  fitting  without  a cap. 
One  lock  graces  her  neck.  She  was  married  to  Sir  Roger 
Mojlyn,  the  third  baronet.  There  is  a good  mezzotinto  print 
of  her,  by  John  Smithy  from  a different  portrait,  by  Kneller.  The 
painter  has  placed  her  on  a bank,  in  a rural  fcene,  with  flowers 
in  her  hands. 

The  fecond  daughter,  lady  Charlotte^  married  to  Charles 
Seymour^  duke  of  Somerjet^  in  yellow,  fitting. 

Mary,  countefs  of  ‘Ehanet,  in  white,  fitting,  married  to  Sack- 
ville  'Tufton,  earl  of  ’Thanet, 

Dorothy,  countefs  of  Burlington,  wife  to  the  late  Richard  Boyle, 
earl  of  Burlington.  She  is  in  the  charafter  of  Diana,  in  white, 
walking,  with  a Ipear  in  her  hand. 

Those  two  ladies  were  fillers,  daughters  to  William  Saville, 
marquis  of  Halifax,  by  his  fecond  wife,  Mary,  only  daughter  of 
the  pious  earl  above  mentioned,  by  his  firfl  wife,  lady  EJfex 
Rich,  one  of  the  daughters  and  coheirs  of  Robert  Rich,  earl  of 
Warwick. 

Sir  Roger  Mojlyn,  grandfather  to  the  prefent  baronet.  He 
was  pay-mafter  of  the  marines,  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne,  and 
one  of  the  tellers  of  the  exchequer  in  that  of  George  I.  He  died 
on  May  5th,  1739. 

The  late  Sir  'Ehomas  Mojlyn,  and  the  general  John  Mojlyn, 
painted  when  they  were  children  of  feven  or  eight  years  of  age,  in 
one  piece.  Sir  'Thomas  is  dreflfed  in  a blue  filver-laced  fuit.  His 
younger  brother  habited  exadlly  like  a girl,  in  flays,  a frock,  and 
an  apron,  with  his  neck  naked:  too  ridiculous  to  be  attempted  by 
the  artifl,  or  permitted  by  the  parents. 
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Savage  Moftyn^  afterward  admiral  Mojiyn,  His  Is  a very  good 
and  fpirited  portrait.  It  was  painted  when  he  was  a lieutenant;  his 
hand  refts  on  a cannon,  the  fea  and  lliipping  in  view.  His  drefs 
a red  lliort  waillcoat,  a colored  handkerchief  round  his  neck, 
and  a colored  worfted  night-cap,  fitting  lightly  on  his  well-fhaven 
head.  There  is  a neat  etching  of  this  portrait,  by  Worlidge.  It  is 
faid  that  he  firll  introduced  the  uniform  into  the  navy.  He  died 
in  1757. 

Algernon  Percy,  earl  of  Northumberland.  That  nobleman  was 
not  bred  to  the  fea,  yet  in  1636  was  employed  by  his  majefty, 
with  a fleet  of  fixty  fail,  to  drive  away  the  Dutch  {Kennet,  iii.  78.) 
who  would  perfifl:  in  fifhing  on  our  coafts.  When  his  lordfhip 
found  them  indifpofed  to  comply,  he  took  fome,  funk  others, 
and  drove  the  reft  away.  Soon  after  which  the  States  were  glad 
to  fubmit  to  pay  the  fum  of  thirty  thoufand  pounds  for  permif- 
fion  to  continue  their  fifheries.  In  the  next  year  the  earl  was 
conftituted  lord  high  admiral  of  England.  Lord  Clarendon 
fpeaks  of  him  when  he  was  appointed  privy  counfel,  as  if  it  was 
done  for  ornament  ! He  took,  in  the  confequent  troubles,  a part 
adverfe  to  the  king.  But  in  1648,  he  voted  that  his  majefty’s 
conceftions  were  fufficient  grounds  for  fettling  the  peace  of  the 
kingdom.  The  army  foon  fettled  that  affair.  His  lordfhip 
retired  from  the  tyranny  of  the  times,  became  one  of  the  inftru- 
ments  of  the  Reftoration,  and  died  in  1668. 

He  is  painted  as  lord  high  admiral,  fitting  (a  half-length) 
with  one  hand  on  an  anchor,  with  the  view  of  the  deftroying  the 
buffes  at  a diftance. 
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Charles  T.  a?jd 
Queen,  rkofiles. 


Charles  I.  and 
Queen. 


Beauties  of 
Charles  II. 

Ar  MS  IN  stained 
Glass. 


Sir  Orlando 
iKridgemaN. 


A BEAUTIFUL  fiTiall  fuIl-length  on  board,  of  a very  young  lady, 
in  the  drefs  of  the  time  of  Vandyk.  The  figure  is  in  height  only 
feven  inches.  It  is  beautifully  copied  in  oil,  after  that  great 
mafter,  probably  by  RiiJfeU  who  is  mentioned  by  the  noble 
author  of  the  Anecdotes  of  Paintings  vol.  ii.  p.  6. 

Two  beautiful  half-length  portraits  of  Charles!,  and  his  beau- 
teous queen,  both  profiles,  finely  painted.  They  are  called 
Vandyk'%  but  I fufpeft  the  artift.  Charles  in  black,  with  one 
hand  playing  with  his  ribbon.  Henrietta  is  in  white,  lightly  hold- 
ing her  mantle. 

There  is  befides  the  fame  royal  pair  in  one  piece,  three-quar- 
ters length,  fmall,  evidently  by  Vandyk-.  The  king  is  in  a light 
red  jacket,  laced  with  filver  ; fhe  in  white,  a favorite  drefs  with 
her  majefty,  and  prefenting  to  him  a wreath  of  laurel.  She  ap- 
pears pregnant.  They  are  charmingly  painted.  The  drefs  of 
the  king  is  the  fame  as  the  portrait  I mentioned  at  p.  1 9,  only 
mine  is  red,  laced  with  gold. 

Dispersed  in  different  rooms  are  twelve  fmall  heads  of 
Charles  II.  and  his  beauties.  ’ 

In  the  windows  of  the  dining-room  are  feveral  honorary  me- 
m.orials  of  alliances,  or  of  great  men,  friends  of  the  family,  per- 
petuated by  their  coats  of  arms  in  ftained  glafs. 

T HE  firfl:  is  of  Sir  Orlando  Bridgemany  a perfon  eminent  for 
his  piety  and  charity,  in  the  reign  of  Charles  I.  and  his  fucceffbr* 
He  was  emplo3^ed  on  the  part  of  the  king  as  one  of  the  com- 
miffioners  at  the  treaty  of  Uxbridge^  but  fell  under  fome  cenfure 
in  ffiewing  a difpofition  to  make  conceffions  in  church  affairs, 
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which  were  difagreeable  to  his  majefl'y.  Yet  lord  Clarendon^ 
in  his  own  Life,  i.  176.  attributes  them  more  to  a timidity  of 
difpofition  than  to  any  ill  defign.  At  the  Reftoration  he  was 
fucceflively  made  chief  baron  of  the  exchequer,  chief  juftice  of 
the  common  pleas  \ and  at  length  lord-keeper  of  the  great  feals. 
He  ended  his  days  in  1674. 

The  arms  oiCadifod  ap  Dyfnwal,  quartered  with  feveral  coatS' 
of  arms  of  the  great  men  in  South  Wales. 

James  earl  of  Derhyj  his  arms  quartered  with  tliole  of  his 
gallant  Charlotte  de  la  SCreniouille. 

Sir  'Thomas  Savage^  baronet,  afterwards  created  vifcount  Sa^ 
vage,  by  James  1.  j and  in  1639,  on  the  death  of  his  father-in-law 
lord  Darcie,  vifcount  Colchejier,  became  earl  Rivers,. 

Arms  of  the  Mojlyns  and  Wynnes  of  Gwydir. 

The  Grofvenours  and  Mojlyns^  in  memory  of  the  marriage  of 
Sydney  Mojiyn,  eldefl  daughter  of  the  old  Sir  Roger  Mojlyn^  with 
Sir  Richard  Grojvenoury  of  Eyton,  baronet. 

Mojiyn  and  Whitelock,  occafioned  by  the  marriage  of  Sir 
Thomas  Mojlyn^oi  knight,  eldeft  fon  of  die  old  Sir  Roger 

MoJlyn^  with  Elizabeth,  eldeft  daughter  of  Sir  James  Whitelock,. 
knight,  one  of  the  puifne  judges  of  the  king’s  bench  in  1.620,  and 
filter  to  the  famous  hiftorian. 

Francis  earl  of  Bedford, 

Thomas  Egerton,  baron  Ellejmere.  See  his  origin  in  my  Tour 
in  Wales,  vol.  i.  p..  109. 

John  Williams, .hiiho^  of  Lincoln.  Thefe  arms  have,  quartered 
with  his  own,  thofe  of  the  fee  of  Lincoln,  which  fhew  that  they 
mult  have  been  .put  up  before  he  was  removed'  to  the  fee  of 
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T'ork^  in  1641,  Probably  all  the  others  were  put  up  at  the  fame 
time. 

In  1570  William  Mcjlon  (for  till  the  time  of  his  fon,  Sir 
'Thomas  Mojlyn^  knight,  that  was  the  manner  in  which  the  name 
was  fpelt)  meditated  a defign  of  building  a new  houfe.  By 
what  he  executed  it  appears  to  have  been  planned  in  form  of  a 
quadrangle,  the  old  houfe  to  have  been  rebuilt,  and  to  have 
formed  the  centre,  the  other  three  fides  to  have  been  the  offices. 
He  finiffied  only  one,  which  from  the  great  gate-way  in  the 
middle  bears  to  this  day  the  name  of  Forth  mawr. 

The  date  is  exprefled  in  this  manner ; ANNO  MUNDI  5552. 
W.  M.  1570.  If  I may  compare  fmall  things  with  great,  my 
houfe  at  Bychton  was  rebuilt,  and  my  houfe  at  Merton  Uchlan 
was  alfo  built  in  the  fame  year ; fo  it  feems  to  have  been  an 
improving  age. 

At  one  end  of  this  building  is  the  library,  a room  moft  un- 
worthy of  the  valuable  colledlion  of  manufcripts  and  books 
it  contains.  Few,  if  any,  can  boaft  of  the  number  or  beauty  of 
the  firft,  efpecialLy  the  illuminated  ; and  I fufpeft  that  the  num- 
ber, rarity,  and  value  of  the  antient  daffies,  medallic  hiftories, 
gems,  and  variety  of  every  fpecies  of  polite  literature,  is 
without  parallel.  They  are  of  the  fcarceft  editions,  and 
printed  by  the  moft  efteemed  printers.  I am  indebted  to  Mr. 
Edward  Clarke,  A.  M.  of  JeJns  college,  Cambridge,  for  a feleft 
catalogue  of  the  moft  valuable  manufcripts  and  books.  The 
articles  mentioned  are  attended  with  our  joint  notes  ; but  my  ffiare 
muft  candidly  be  confefled  to  have  been  the  fmalkft.  Mr. 
•Clarke  may  be  faid  to  be  a fcholar,  ex  traduce.  His  mother 
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was  daughter  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Willtam  Wotton,  famous  for  having : 
given  a tranflation  of  the  laws  of  Rowel  Dda.  His  grandfather, . 

William  Clarke,  M.  A.  was  fbill  more  eminent.  He  aflifted 
Wotton  in  his  labors,  by  a moft  learned  and  elegant  Latin  preface 
to  the  Leges  Wallica.  But  his  name  will  be  for  ever  delivered 
to  pofterity  for  his  celebrated  ^ treatife, , Lhe  Connediion  - of  the 
Roman,  Saxon,  and  CwW,  printed  in  1767,  by  his  friend 

Mr.  William . Bowyer, . Neithenmuft'  I : be-^lilent  in  refpedl  to  Mr. . 

Clarke’?,  fatlier,  who  favored  the  world  with  a very  ingenious  ac- 
count of  Spain,  he  had  refided  fome  time  under  the  patro- 
nage of  the  earl  .of  the  Britijh  minifter  at  the  court  of 

Madrid,'. 

The  late  Sir  Lhomas  Moftyn  may  be  fald  to  have  been 'the  • 
founder  of  the  library.  In  the  old  catalogue  (for  Mr.  Clarke 
Kas  formed  a moft  complete  new  one)  is  written,  in  Sir  Lhomas’s 
own  hand,  the  following  very  unneceflary  apology : Satius  eji ' 
otiofum  ejfe  quam  nihil .agere  .!  ' 

At  Gloddaeth  is  another  large  library,  conlifting  chiefly  of  old  ' Gloddaeth 

"J  t Q ^ ^ ^ Y j 

Engli fJo  and  very  valuable  Weljh  MSS.  colleded  by  Sir. 

Roger  Mojiyn,  grandfather  to  the  prefent  baronet. . 


Manufcripts,  & c.  .in  the  MoJlyn  Idibraryl . 

Arms  of  Illujlrious.  Families  of  France,  beginning  with  the  Manuscripts. 
Comte  d’. Auvergne,  the  houfes,  and  caftles,  and  coats  of  arms, 
illuminated.  Fol.  Vel.  ilium.- 

Account  of  the  Rebellion  in  North  and  South  Wales,  in  the  lafi ' 

Century ycy\?iXX.o,  It  begins  in  1642,  and  ends  in  1656.  Part. 
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i£  written  in  JVeipj.  It  appears  by  feveral  paflages  to  have  been 
written  by  a native  of  Dolgelli. 

Biblta  Sacra  Antiqua.  Quarto,  vel.  flightly  Illuminated.  In 
moft  curious  fmall  gothic  letter. 

Of  the  magnificent  MS.  ‘ Boccace  des  mb.  illujl'  FemmeSy 
Foil.  veil,  ilium,  it  Ihould  be  obferved  that  the  illuminations,  In 
point  of  beauty  and  number,  exceed  any  thing  of  the  kind. 
The  principal  illumination  or  frontefpiece  is  a reprefentation  of 
our  firft  parents  in  the  garden  of  Eden.  The  Deity  is  here 
pourtrayed  in  the  papal  robes,  with  the  tiara  on  his  brow, 
handing  Eve  out  of  Adam's  fide.  T wo  angels  in  w’hite  fur- 
plices  fupport  his  train,  which  is  of  blue  and  gold.  The  garden 
is  enclofed  by  the  walls  and  windows  of  a gothic  cathedral. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  volume  is  a reprefentation  of  Pope 
Joan*s  accouchment  in  the  public  ftreets  of  RomCy  in  her  way 
to  the  Lateran  church,  between  the  Colifeum  and  St.  Clement's 
church,  attended  by  two  cardinals,  preceded  by  a white  friar, 
and  followed  by  a numerous  concourfe  of  mob.  This  cele- 
brated Popefs  (if  fuch  there  ever  was)  is  faid  to  have  been  a 
German  girl,  who  had  alTumed  the  habit  of  our  fex,  went  to 
Athens  to  ftudy,  and  made  fuch  a progrefs  as  to  be  the  afto- 
nifhment  of  every  body.  By  what  fteps  fhe  rofe  to  the  papacy 
I am  not  told.  She  attained  it  in  853,  and  difcharged  all  the 
duties  of  it  under  the  name  of  John  VIII.  She  unfortunately 
proved  a frail  mortal.  Her  holinefs  had  an  intrigue,  and  tlas 
confequences  appeared  as  related.  Unable  to  bear  the  Ihame, 
fhe  died  on  the  fpot.  This  affair  gave  occafjon  to  a thoufand 
controverfies : which  fide  had  the  right  is  little  worth  enquiry, 
jyir.  Mijfon  enters  deeply  into  it,  fee  vol.  ii.  p.  of  his  Travels, 

He 
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He  takes  the  affirmative  part,  and  gives  us  an  engraving  of  the  fa- 
mous chair  (fee  tab.  vii.  p.  1 1 9)  on  which  every  pope,  after  the 
cruel  deception,  is  obliged  to- fit.  It  has  in  the  middle  a hole 
like-  that  of  a Jelle-ferceey  on  which  the  new  pope  is  obliged  to 
fit  Jans  culottes  j and  the  youngeft  deacon  to  make  a report  that-his 
holinefs  has  nocimpofed  on  the  catholic  'ftovld,- 

The  horrors  of  the  various  and  barbarous  modes  of  executions 
exhibited  in  moft  of  the  pages,^.  take- away  the  pleafure  of  exa- 
mining minutely  this -fine  MS.- 

Comedia  di  Dante,  fbl.  veil,  ilium'.  A moft  infernal  MS.  in 
gothic  letters  ;;  the  illuminations  coarfe,  numerous  as  horrid  j 
on  every  page  devils  aro  reprefented  in  all  forms.  Fancy  feems> 
exh.iufted.-  Done  by  the  Fufeli  of  the  time.  Mr.  AddifonFovcxQ- 
where  obferves  that  the  devils  of  Dante  and  Fajp)-  are  made  hor- 
rible by  their  horns,  claws,. and  tails  j Milton's  by  their  evil  paf- 
fions.  1 wifh  the  reader  could  compare  the  deformity  of  the  dae- 
mons in  this  MS.  with  the  greater  deformities  occafioned  by  the 
evil  paffions  which  render  deteftable  even  the  beauteous  features 
of  the  fallen  angels,  painted  by  the  admirable  Wejiall  for 
Mr.  Boy  del's  Milton.  It  fiiould  feem  as  if  the  ideas  of  our 
great. poet  had,  tranfmigrated  into  our  young  painter,  to  give  the 
prefenf  times  the  fulnefs  of  his  conceptions. 

Chroniques  de  Jean- FroiJJarty.en  deux  livres,  avec  figures.  Folio, 
veil,  ilium. — A very  fair  and  antient  roanufcript,  with  the  hiftory 
of  every  chapter  curioufty  painted,  in  gold-  and  water-colors. 
It  was  written  in  FroiJ[art's  o\yn  time,,  or  near  it,. and  belonged 
to  a Holland.  The  hrft  lord  Buckhurjl  made  a prefent  of  it  to 
^\x- William  Cecil,  The  arms  of  the  are  often  painted 
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In  the  initial  letters,  and  in  others  the  arms  of  the  nobility  men- 
tioned in  the  hiftory. 

T HE  frontefpiece  to  this  volume  is  a battle,  with  a town  at  a 
diftance.  The  appear  viftorious  i their  cavalry  driving  be- 

fore them  that  of  the  fugitive  Englijh.  I compared  the  text  of  this 
valuable  MS.  with  the  French  edition,  printed  at  Lyons  in  1559, 
and  the  famous  tranflation  by  Sir  John  Berniers^  lord  Bourchier, 
done  in  1525,  and  find  both  vary  in  language,  but  not  in'fenfe, 
from  this  manufcript.  Another  volume  of  the  firft  and  fecond 
books,  equally  beautiful,  is  to  be  found  in  the  Gloddaeth  library ; 
which  I thus  defcribe  in  my  Lcur  in  WaleSy  ii.  p.  327.  ‘ The 

‘ frontefpiece  reprefents  the  author  on  his  knees,  in'  a blue  man- 

* tie,  prefenting  his  book  to  Edward  III.  A king  of  France,  diftin- 

* guifhed  by  the  Jleurs-de-lis  on  his  robes,  holds  a queen  by  the 

* hand,  who,  from  the  arms  of  England,  and  the  lions  on  her  robe, 

* feems  to  be  queen  Fhilifpa,  to  whom  Frcijfart  was  clerk  of  the 
‘ clofet.  She  holds  by  the  hand  a little  boy,  whofe  robe  is  alfo 
^ marked  with  the  lions.  This  muft  have  been  Richard  o(  Bour- 

* deaux,  her  grandfon,  afterwards  Richard  II.  A lady  andfcveral 
‘ other  figures  appear  in  the  piece.’ — Mr.  Simco,  bookfeller,  in 
Great  ^een  Street,  Lincoln's  Inn  Fields,  had  a copy  of  this 
manufcript.  It  was  dated  on  the  back  ‘ d'eyiviron  1470.’ 

Decreta  Jac.  Congregationis  Concilti,  tom.  7,  quarto,  in  Italiaiii  a 
common  hand,  ill-written. 

De  Arte  Amandi,  Ovid,  veil,  quarto. 

Eufehii  Glcjfarum  Liber,  veil.  fol.  gothic  letters. 

Evang.  de  Mattba,  cum  Expo/,  veil.  fol.  moft  curious  gothic 
ktter,.flight  but  elegant  illumination. 
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Elkgta  di  Madonna  Fiametta,  fol. 

"Hijloire  des  Roys  de  France,  fol.  veil,  illuminated. 

Hijloire  des  quatre  Roys  de  France,  Charles  V,  VI,  VII, 
Lewis  XL  Fol.  veil,  ilium,  only  one  large  illumination,  a battle  : 
King  Charles  W\.  mounted,  driving  an  EngUfh  body  of  cavalry 
before  him  : a town  at  a diftance. 

Herodiani  Hijioruf,  &c.  Fol.  fuperb  veil,  with  beautiful  ena- 
melled coins — a MS.  matchlefs  for  elegance  of  the  ornamental 
.part  of  illumination,  and  equally  fo  for-  the  medals  in  rich  gold, 
feemingly  real,  and  as  if  lying  on  th'e  paper.  , To  the  flrfl:  letter 
of  each  chapter  is  prefixed  one,  with  the  reverfe. 

11  Nimfale  in  Verfi,  di  Giov.  Bocaccio,  8vo. 

Im'peratoris  Cofaris  Maximiliani,  de  Vita  Jiia,  Comni.  Quarto, 
fuperb  ilium,  with  a portrait  df  the  emperor,  and  a view  of  his 
liudy.  ' 

Maximiliam  I.  was  born  In  1459.'  married,  in  1477, 

Mary  of  Burgundy.  After  her  death  he  married  by^  proxy  ^nn 
of  Bretagne : but  Charles  VIII.  of  France  adlually  married  her  in 
perfon,  and  in  confequence  added  her  dominion  to  that  of  his 
fucceffors.  The  illuminations  are  very  beautiful.  His  own 
portrait  is  the  firfi:,  fitting  in  a rich  chair,  at  a table,  with  his 
pen  in  his  hand.  That  of  his  chriftening  is  the  next.  In 
another  he  is  inftruded  in  the  art  of  beleaguering.  A fourth 
places  him  in  his  ftudy,  drawing  figures  aftrological,  calculating 
fome  great  event.  From  the  king  to  the  cobler,  every  one  was 
in  thofe  ages  an  aftrologer.— Confult  Sully,  4to  edit.  i.  78.  81. 
,382.  530. 
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One  fide  of  the  fliudy  Is  filled  with  books,  moftly  clafped,  with 
their  faces  outwards,  the  leaves  gaily  painted.  Above  Maximi- 
lian are  his  crofs-bows,  his  bows  and  arrows,  the  inftruments  of 
the  chace  j and  by  them  his  art  in  mufic  is  exprefied  by  the  lute. 
On  the  floor  is  fliewn  the  objedts  of  his  various  ftudies.  That  of 
artillery,  by  two  golden  cannon.  Of  painting,  by  the  grinding- 
fhone  for  colors,  and  the  pallet.  Of  hulbandry,  by  a hoe.  Of  his- 
Ikill  in  the  arts  of  the  carpenter  and  joiner,  by  the  ax,  plane,  &c. 
&c.  &c.  Of  the  fmith,  by  the  iron  anvil. — A more  curious  illu- 
mination is  not  to  be  found  I 

In  one  or  other  of  tliera  are  depifled  the  deeds  of  his  buly 
life.  His  amufements  in  the  chace  are  given  in  various  draw- 
ings i fuch  as  that  of  the  bear,  the  boar,  die  flag,  the  chamois> 
and  ibex.  The  fcenery  of  vafl;  rocks  and  precipices,  and  the 
manner  of  die  chalTeurs  overcoming  all  difficulties,  make  this  a 
moft  curious  delineation.  There  is  one  lliewing  him  employed, 
in  falconry.  Tilts  ending  mofl:  fatally,  and  as  cruelly  as  fliows 
of  gladiators,  next  are  exhibited.  His  marriage,  and  his  being 
inftrudled  in  virtuous  gallantry  with  the  ladies  of  the  court,  and 
the  maids  of  honor,  all  true  Platonic  lovers.  Maximilian  was  alfb 
great  in  the  field.  Voltaire  tells  us  that  prince  introduced  the  arms 
of  the  Macedmian  phalanx j and  in  all  the  military  illuminations, 
the  long  pike  (eighteen  feet  in  length)  is  introduced.  Indie 
midft  of  war  he  preferved  his  gallantry.  A lady  is  reprefenced’ 
at  the  entrance  of  his  tent,  like  another  Syfigambisy  kneeling  to 
this  fecpnd  Alexander ^ imploring  his  pity. — This  was  the  virago 
fifter  of  Egmond,  duke  oi  Gueldrest  who,  after  his  death,  entered 
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V^nlOi  and  defended  it  valiantly  againft  Maximilian,  who  fOon 
reduced  her  to  fubmit  to  his  mercy. — Let  this  clofe  his 
glorious  life.  I Hiall  add  no  more  than  the  conclufion  : fof  In 
1519,  at  the  age  of  lixty,  he  quitted  the  mortal  ftage,  the  com- 
mon fate  of  emperors  and  their  meaneft  fubje£ls. 

La  Vie  de  Monf.  Sevin,  fob- — Francis  Scvm,  a learned  Frenchman, 
one  of  the  Academy  Royal  of  I nfcriptions,  &c.  at  Paris,  appoint- 
ed (in  con]un6tlon  with  1' Ahbe  Fourmont')  to  travel  into  Greece  in 
fearch  of  antient  MSS.  He  returned  in  1736,  and  with  fuch 
fuccefs,  that  he  was  rewarded  with  the  place  of  keeper  of  the 
royal  MSS.  He  was  born  in  1699,  died  in  1741,  leaving  be- 
hind numbers  of  learned  memoirs^  printed  among  thofe  of  the 
academy. 

Lablantius  Firmianus,  1663.  fob  veil,  the  writing  moft  ele- 
gant, like  the  fineft  type,  in  the  manner  of  Aldus.  One  fide  of 
the  margin  is  prettily  illuminated  with  a fancy  fcroll,  birds,  &c. 

MiJ'ale  Veins,  i anno,  with  curious  mufical  notes. 

Naldinaldii  Florentini,  Oratio  de  Laudib.  Urbis,  4tQ,  veil  moft 
elegant  writing,  a thin  odavo. 

Officium  heatup  Mar.  Virg.  410.  veil,  with  fuperb  ilium. 

Seneca,  fob  veil.  From  the  library  of  Samuel  Petit,  of  which 
are  many  others.  This  S.,  Petit  was  a celebrated  minifter  of 
the  Cahinijl  perfuafion,  and  of  French  defeent,  whofe  parents  had 
fled  to  Geneva  from  Paris,  after  the  infamous  ma fiacre. 

Sozomeni  Hiftorta,  tom  2.  fob  veil,  moft  beautifully  written, 
one  border  finely  fancied, 

Suetonius  in  Pergameno,  fer  Cajfium  Parmenjem,  ad 

Fidem  opimorum  Codicum,  1469. 


S.  Fhomas 


Sc?  MOSTYN  LIBRARY. 

S.  ^Thomas  de  Rege  Princip.  8 vo.  veil,  in  fine  gothic  letters,.  Inv 
ftrudlions  how  princes  Ihould  reign. 

Suetonius.  A beautiful  MS.  on  veil.  4to. 

Sidonius  Apollinaris.  4to.  veil,  gothic  letter; 

Valerio  Maxim  ManufcriptOy  8vo. 

N,  B. — There  are  moreover  a variety  of  beautiful  mifials,  alE 
on  vellum,  and  fuperbly  illuminated..  One  as  old  as  the 
year  1 200  y and  many  very  curious  Bibles,. 

This  department  is  not  to  be  left  without  mention  of  the 
moft  valuable  illumination  of  a Britijh  library  :.  the  pedegree  ofi 
the  family.  This  is  rich  in  two.  One  is  not  kfs  than  forty- 
two  feet  longj  which,  after  pafling  through  the  Britijh  znd  Saxon. 
race  of  monarchs,  purfues  its  purpofe  through  the  monarchs  of 
Ifraeli  reaches  Noah  and  his  ark,  and  finifhes  with  Adam  and 
Eve.  Our  bards  were  our  heralds  and  genealogifts.  This  muft 
originally  have  been  compofed  by  one,  who,  I dare  fay,  was  in- 
finitely difpleafed  that  he  was  cruelly  flopped  in  his  progrefs  . 
by  our  firfl  parents,,  and  by  the  Mojaic  account  deny^ing  to  him 
all  power  of  extending  his  patron’s  lineage  into  that  of  the  Pre- 
Adamites.  The  other  pedegree  (notwithflanding  it  is  moft  beau- 
tifully illuminated)  is  fcarcely  worth  mention,  being  a mere 
abridgment  of  the  former,  and  not  above  twenty-two  feet  in 
length,. 


SsLECT  Books.  Appiani  Hlfloriae  Romanae.  Folio,  Venet.  1477^ 
Auguftarum  Imagines.  4to,  Venet.  1558. 
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Apollonius  Rhodius.  Folio,  ap.  H.  Steph.  1574* 

Athensus.  Folio,  Venet.  ap.  Aldum,  1514. 

Aretius  in  Pindarum.  Folio,  ap.  le  Preux,  1587. 

Blondi  Flavii  Hiftor.  ab  inclinatione  Imper.  Rom.  Very  fcarce. 
Folio,  Venet.  1483. 

Biblia  Latina.  Folio,  R.  Steph,  1 546. 

Biblia  Latina.  Folio,  cura  Junii,  ap.  Wechel,  1596. 

Biblia  Latina.  Folio,  R.  Steph.  1545. 

Catullus,  Tibullus,  Propertius,  cum  Not.  4to.  Venet.  1500. 
Catullus,  Tibullus,  Propertius,  8vo,  Venet.  ap.  Aldum.  1502. 
C.  Plinii  Secundi  Novicomenfis,  Epift.  Mediol.  Folio,  1478. 
Celtis  Protucius  de  Menfura  Carminum,  &c.  4to.  Nurem. 
1487. 

Ciceronis  Opera.  Folio.  A curious  and  very  old  Edition^  with^ 
out  datCi  printed  at  Rome.  , 

Dionyfius  Halicarnaffenfis.  Folio,  ap.  R.- Steph.  1546. 
Dionyfius  Halicarnaffenfis. Folio,  ap.  H.  Steph.  1588. 
Diodori  Siculi,  quse  exftant.  Folio,  ap  H.  Steph.  1559. 
Demofthenis  Opera.  Folio.  Lutet.  1570. 

Euftathius  in  Homerum.  Folio.  Tom.  4.  Rom.  1550.  Exemp. 
nitid. 

Epigrammata  Grsca,  cum  Not.  var.  Fol.  ap.  H.  Steph.  1500. 
Edictum  Reginse  Elizabeths,  Londini  promulgat.  Nov.  29, 
1591.  & Andr,  Philopatri  Relponf.  ad  idem.  Very  Jcarce^  8vo. 

1593-  • ' 

Efopus,  cum  Commentariis  varius,  8vo.  Davent.  1500.  A 
very  curious  Edition,  in  black  letter. 
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Homer;  Ilias,.  Greece,'  ex  recognitione  Micylli  & Camerarii. 
Item  ejufdem  Odyflea  ex  'Interpret.  Didymi,  2 vols.  Folio, 
Bafil,  1541. 

» Homeri  Opera  omnia,  qiise  exftant.  Tom.  duob.  Folio,  ap. 
Aldum. 

Horatius,  cum  quat.i Comment.  & Fig.  Venet.  1509.  Folio. 
II  Petrarca.f  Edit,  nitid.  & rariff.  Venet.  Folio,  1473. 
Ifocratis  Opera.  Folio,  ap.  Aldum. 

Juvenalis  Opera,  cum  Com.  Calderini.  Folio.  Venet.  ap. 
Bapt.  de  Tortis,  1485.  , 

Juvenalis  Opera,  cum  Comment.  Britannici.  Folio,  1503. 
Juvenalis  Opera..  Folio,  ap.  Herb.  1507. 

Juftinus  Hiftoricus.  Folio,  Venet.  1497. 

Landinus  ad  Horatium.  Folio,  Venet.  1483. 

Livii  Hiftoria.  Folio,  ap.  Aldum,  1566. 

Luciani  Opera.  Folio,  ap.  Aldum,  1522. 

Martialis  Opera,  cum  Not.  Calderini,  Folio,  Venet.  i48'2. 
Novum  Teftamentum  SyriacA  Ant.  Plantin.  1575.  8vo. 
Novum  Teftamentum  Grtece.  Exemp.  rarilT.  Lutet.  8vo. 
ap.  Colinasum, -1534.  . 

Oratorum  veterum  Orationes,  Gr.  & Lat.  H.  Stephani,  Folio, 
Exemp.  nitid.  ap.  H.  Steph.  1 575. 

Ovidii  Opera,  ap.  Vincent.  Folio,  1480. 

Perfii  Opera,  cum  Comment.  Fontii.  Folio,  Venet.  ap.  Re- 
nald.  de  Novimag.  1482. 

Poliphili  Hypnerotomachia.  ’The  curious  Edition,  Cuts  after  a 
great  Italian  mafier-,  Jome  fay  Raphael,  vide  De  Bure.  Folio. 

7 PlLnii 
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Pllnii  Junloris  Epiftolas,  per  Beroaldum  correilae.  4to.  Bonon. 

1498. 

. Platiha  de  Vit.  Pontificum.  Folio,  Nuremb.  1481. 

Politiani  Opera.  Folio,  Venet.  1498. 

Paufanias.  Folio,  ap.  Aldum. 

Platonis  Opera  quae  exftant  omnia.  Gr.  & Lat.  Folio,  Tom.  3. 
ap.  H.  Steph.  1578. 

Poetae  Grseci^Principes.  Folio,  ap.  H.  Steph.  1566. 

Senecae  Opera  omnia.  Folio,  Venet.  ap  Ber.  de  Coris,  Edit, 
rariff.  1492. 

Silius  Italicus,  cum  Comment.  Pet.  Marti.  Venet.  ap.  Bapt, 
de  Tortis,  1483.  Folio. 

Suetonius.  Folio.  Mediol.  1475. 

N.  B. — To  this  very  fcarce  and  valuable  Edition  of  Suetonius,  a 
note  in  manufcript,  figned  OR.  or  PeL  A,  Orlandus, 
has  been  fubjoined,  in  the  beginning  of  the  volume,  with 
thefe  remarkable  words : ‘ Caius  Suetonius  ‘Tranquillust 
‘ tempore  P’rajani  et  Hadriani  floruit  circa  annum  ab 
‘ orbe  redempto  CXII.  hiftoricus  emendatilTimus  et 
‘ candidiiTimus  inter  Hiflor.  Auguji.  Scriptures  clarus. 

‘ Libros  xii.  de  vitis  et  geftis  xii.  Cajarum  feripfit,  quo- 
‘ rum  editiones  primae  intra  annum  1400.  funt  fequentes  : 

‘ Roma  1470,  in  /E dibus  Maximis,  fol. — Roma,  in  Via  Papa, 

‘ fine  nomine  typographi,  1470.  — Typographus  autem 
‘ fuit  Uldericus  G alius,  fol.  Venetiis,  1471. — Per  Nicolaum 
JenJjcn.  fol.  quae  eft  pr^fens  editio  inter  omnes  clarior 
‘ et  nitidior. — Mediolani,  1475.  Philippum  de  Lavagna. 

‘ fol.— Alia  editio  de  anno  1480.  fine  loco  et  typographo, 

M2  ‘ fol. 
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* fol.  fine  commento. — Cum  commento  Sabelliciy  Venetils, 

‘ 1490,  per  Baptijlam  de  ’Hortis,  fol. — Cum  commento 
' Beroaldiy  Bononiay  1493,  per  Benedidtum  Hedlorisy  fol. 

* Venetiis,  1493. — Per  Bamianum  de  Mediolam^  fol.  cum  notis 
‘ Beroaldif  ec  Sabellicii  Venetiis,  1500. — Per  Bartholomauniy. 

* de  Zanis.  fol. — Alia  editio  antiqua  videtur,  fed  eft  fine 
‘ loco,  anno,  et  typographo.  fol. 

‘ p.  A.  or: 

Suetonius.  Vit.  Caefarum.  Edit,  nitidiff.  & rariff.  Folio.  Nic. 
Jenflbn,  1471. 

Terentius,  cum  Commentariis  varils,  et  Figuris.  Folio.  Ar- 
gent. 1496. 

Tullii  Orationes,  &c.  Folio,  Bonon.  1496.. 

Thucydides.  Folio,  ap.  Aldum.  1502. 

Themiftii  Opera  omnia.  Folio.  Venet.  ap.  Aldum. 
Tererftius,  ap.  Aldum..  1504. 

Virgilius,  cum  Notis  var.  & Figuris.  Folio,  Venet.  ap.  Bon. 
1538.  Rarift. 

Vetus  Tcftamentum.  Folio,  Rom.  1587. 

Virgilii  Opera,  cum  Annot.  Guell.  Fol.  Plantin*  ^S7S- 
Copy, 

Virgilii  Opera.  Folio;  Venet.  1544* 

Zenophontis,  quae  exftant.  Folio,  ap  Aldum, 

To  this  claftical  lift  let  me  add  a modern  edition  of  the 
Bible,  remarkable  for  its  magnificence,  but  more  (6  for  a 
fingular  erratum.  It  was  printed  by  Bajkety  at  the  Clarendon. 

prefs,. 
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prefs,  in  1717,  in  two  vaft  volumes.  It  is  adorned  with  a frontef- 
piece,  and  various  head-pieces,  from  paintings  by  Sir  James 
Thornhill,  and  others,  engraven  by  Vander  Gutch,  de  Bojche^  &c. 
The  ridiculous  miftake  is  in  the  running-title  to  the  twentieth 
chapter  of  St.  Luke ; in  which  ' Parable  of  the  vineyard  ’ is 
printed  ^ Parable  of  the  vinegar  \ and  on  that  account  the 
edition  is  bettei  known  by  the  name  of  the  Vinegar  Bible^  than 
any  other. 


Antiquities  in  the  Mojiyn  Library^ 


BRONZES. 

r.  Ifis  nurfing  the  infant  OruSy  a figure  fix  inches  in  height.  isu. 

For  a defcription  of  which  fee  Montfaucony  vol.  ii.  chap.  5. 
pi.  1 13.  fig.  2. 

2.  A FEMALE  figure  riling  from  the  bath,  adjuftlng  her  hair  a Female  rising 

before  a mirror,  which  fhe  holds  in  her  rie'ht  hand,  while  the  ’’'he  Bath.. 

left  is  employed  in  arranging  her  waving  treffes.  The  legs  of 

this  beautiful  little  bronze  have  been  reftored.  The  reft  of  the 
figure  is  remarkable  for  its  fymmetry  and  elegance. 

3.  The  eagle  of  Jupiter y with  extended  pinions,  retaining  the.  Jupiter’s  Eagle. 
thunder  in  its  claws.  This  has  been  fufpended  as  a vow  at  the 

fhrine  of  that  deity.  The  fame  figure  often  occurs  upon  the  1 

antient  lamps,  as  will  be  fhewn  hereafter.  Montfaucon  has  given 


1 


an. 
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Osiris. 


A Phallus. 


f 


an  exa^l  reprefentation  of  this  figure  In  vol.  i.  pi.  154.  It  there 
forms  the  principal  ornament  of  a bronze  lamp  j and  over  itis 
tills  infcription : 

L. 

TETIUS 

ALYPUS. 

JOVL  D.  D. 

4.  Image  of  Ofiris^  the  tutelar  deity  of  the  Nile\  according 
to  Mr.  Bruce,  the  perfonified  reprefentation  of  the  dog-ftar.  For 
an  account  of  this  god,  fee  Montfaucon,  tom.  ii.  chap.  8. 

5.  The  phallus,  certainly  intended  as  a pendant  for 
the  ear.  With  the  ancients  it  was  a fymbol  of  fecundity. 
Herodotus  mentions  its  having  been  carried  in  folemn 
procelTion  at  the  facrifices  of  Bacchus.  Athenaus  {peaks  of 
one  carried  in  this  manner,  which  was  twenty  cubits  long, 
and  formed  entirely  of  gold.  It  was  moreover  adorned 
with  garlands,  which  were  twined  round  to  its  vertex,  where 
was  a golden  ftar,  fix  cubits  in  circumference.  See  Athen, 
lib.  v.  c,  5.  At  IJernia,  a province  In  the  kingdom  of  the  two 
Sicilies,  the  women  annually  celebrate  the  anniverfary  of  their 
patron  faint,  by  offering  at  his  fhrine  ex  voto  of  wax,  reprefent- 
ing  the  male  organs  of  generation,  which  they  ftyle  St.  Cojmus'^ 
toes.  Sir  W.  Hamilton  addreflTed  a letter  to  the  Dilettanti  fociety 
upon  this  curious  circumfiance,  which  he  accompanied  with  dif- 
ferent fpecimens  of  the  ufual  offerings ! This  letter  gave  birth  to 
a very  learned  and  ingenious  effay,  by  Mr.  Knight,  on  the  ancient 
worffiip  of  Priapus,  written  at  the  requeft  of  the  fociety  ! and 
partially  diftributed  for  their  ufe  ! In  the  courfe  of  this  work 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Knight  thus  exprefies  himfelf : ‘ Whatever  the  Greeks  and 
‘ Egyptians  meant  by  the  fymbol  in  queftion,  it  was  certainly 

* nothing  ludicrous  or  licentious ; of  which  we  need  no  other 
‘ proof  than  its  having  been  carried  in  folemn  proceflion,  at 
‘ the  celebration  of  thofe  myfteries,  in  which  the  firft  principles 
‘ of  their  religion,  the  knowledge  of  the  God  of  nature,  the 

' FIRST,  the  SUPREME,  the  INTELLECTUAL  (V.  Plut.  dc  Is.  & 

‘ Os.)  were  preferved  from  the  vulgar  fuperftitions,  and  com- 

* municated  under  the  {Iricleft  oaths  of  fecrecy  to  the  initiated ; 

* who  were  obliged  to  purify  themfelves,  prior  to  their  initiation, 

‘ by  abftaining  from  venery^  and  all  impure  foodd 

I FIND  this  deteftable  wordaip  among  the  Gentoos  in  Indojtan. 

Captain  Alexander  Hamilton,  in  his  account  of  the  Eaji  Indies, 
i.  p.  381,  gives  the  following  relation  : ‘ In  all  this  tra(5t  between 
^ Gamgam  and  Jagarnaut,  the  vifible  god  in  moft  efteem  is  Go- 
‘ palfami,  whofe  temples  are  decorated  with  obfcene  reprefenta- 

* tions  of  men  and  women  in  indecent  poftures,  alfo  of 
‘ demons  and  caco-demons,  whofe  lliameful  parts  are  of  a 
‘ prodigious  fize,  in  proportion  to  their  bodies.  This  filthy 
‘ image  is  worfhipped  by  the  heathens  of  both  fexesi  but 

* barren  women  are  his  greateft  devotees,  and  bring  him  the 

* beft  oblations.’ 

6.  The  Hog-Skin* — Avow  to  Bacchus. — The  cuflom  of  A Hog-skin. 
preferving  wine  in  hog-flcins  is  ftill  obferved  in  Spain,  and  many 
other  parts  of  the  world.  The  antients  retained  the  form  of  it 
in  their  domeflic  utenfils,  and  veffels  of  libation,  long  after  the 
ufe  of  it  had  been  fuperfeded  by  the  more  convenient  amphora. 


* Montfaucon^  iii.  part  i.  tab.  77. 
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7.  An  inftrument  of  facrifi.ce,  by  fome  falfely  called  a patera, 
JVLontfaucon  has  proved  that  thefe  infiruments,  round,  flat, 
.having  no  cavity  to  contain  the  liquor,  are  not  patera.  Beger 
fuppofes  them  to  be  what  Ifidorus  calls  apophereta,  which  were 
ufed  as  plates  to  hold  fruit  and  other  viands.  * Jpophereta,  a 
^ ferendo  poma  vel  aliud,  nominata ; eji  enim  plana'  See  Mont- 
faucon,  tom  ii.  pi.  63.  fig.  2. 

'Vu'E  patera  were  very  dlfierent  from  thofe  defigned  for  feftive 
jDurpofes.  The  latter  were  rich  goblets,  or  a fpecies  of  tankard. 
'Montfaucon  has,  in  vol.  iii.  part  i.  p.  146,  to  p.  149,  engraven 
feveral  kinds.  Virgil,  in  defcribing  Dido’s  royal  feaft,  fays, 

• Implevit  mero  pateram. 

After  the  fair  queen  had  made  a delicate  libation,  flie  pre- 
fented  the  goblet  to  the  jovial  Trojan,  Bitias,  who  drank  it  up  at 
one  tip.  The  Poet  defcribes  it  molt  humoroufly  and  em- 
■phatically: 

Turn  Bitla  dedit  increpitans;  ille  impiger  haufit, 

Spumantem  pateram,  et  pleno  fe  proluit  auro. 

‘8.  A SPECULUM,  or  mirror,  of  fome  metallic  fubftance,  at  this 
day  retaining  a polilh  equal  to  the  fiiijt  telefcope  refledlor. 
Bifhop  Watjon,  in  his  Chemical  EJfays,  vol.  iii.  p.  335,  has  given 
a pretty  comment  on  the  compofition  of  thefe  Jpecula.  * Cop- 
‘ per,’  fays  the  ingenious  prelate,  ‘ communicates  a fmell  both 

* to  gold  and  filver.  The  Roman  Jpecula,  which  they  ufed 

* as  looking-glafies  in  Pliny’s  time,  were  commonly  made  of 
‘ filver  i but  the  filver  was  alloyed  with  much  copper  for  we 

find 
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^ find  a cunning  waiting-maid  in  Plautus,  advifing  her  miftrefs 
^ to  wipe  her  fingers  after  having  handled  a Jfeculum,  leaft  her 
* paramour  Ihould  fufped  her  of  receiving  filver  from  fome 
' other  lover : 

♦ Ut  fpeculum  teiuiifti,  metue  ne  oleant  argentum  manus, 

‘ Ne  ufque  argentum  te  acciplire  fufpicitur  Philolocles' 

9.  The  strigil,  a crooked  inftrument  for  fcraping  the  mufcles. 
It  was  in  high  requeft  among  the  Romans.  Montfaucon  gives 
the  figures  of  feveral.  Among  others,  he  has  pourtrayed  a man 
of  rank  in  the  bath,  while  two  boys  are  feen  on  each  fide  of  him, 
ufing  the  Jlrigil.  This  inftrument  Is  very  common  oh  all  the 
Greek  vafes,  and  is  always  reprefented  among  the  ceremonies  of 
the  bath. 

10.  A COMB,  exactly  refembling  thofe  now  in  ufe.  This 
alfo  formed  a neceffary  article  among  the  bathing  apparatus. 

11.  A SMALL  fpice-box;  of  the  fame  nature  as  thofe  found 
at  Pompeia. 

12.  A BRACELET  for  the  arm.  Thefe  are  frequently  found 
in  Greek  fepulchres  j and  In  the  excavations  at  Herculaneum  and 
Pompeia. 

13.  An  Intaglio  ring,  beaded  round  % the  work  very  coarfe,  and 
altogether  in  the  Egyptian  ftyle. 

14.  Arm  of  the  Difcobolus,  In  the  a6l  of  throwing  the  dif- 
cus.  I find  the  fame  fort  of  fragment  mentioned  in  an  old  col- 
leftion  of  antiquities,  engraved  at  Rome  in  the  year  i6iOi  with 
this  exception,  that  the  latter  is  of  marble  : ‘ Marmoreum  bra- 

N ^ chium 


A STRKGre. 


A Comb. 

Bracelet. 

Ring. 

Arm  of  a Disc* 

OBOLL’S. 
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Lamp  with  the 
FACE  OF  Jupiter 
Ammon. 

Jupiter,  and  his 
Eagle. 


L.  WITH  TWO 
fighting  Cocks, 
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‘ chium  Difcoholii  libratum  pondus  in  auras  mittentis' — R,  Antlq,. 
Pa.  Pet.  C.  R. 

15.  A SMALL  key  connefted  to  a beaded  ring,. 

16,  17.  Preferi€ulay'a&  ex  voto. 


Lamps  of  Earthen  IVare,  PenateSy  &c. 

I.  A BEAUTIFUL  Lamp,  of  the  Nola  clay,  with  an  uncom- 
monly fine  head  of  Jupiter  Ammon,  in  mezzo  relievo. 

1.  A DITTO,  reprefenting  Jupiter  fupported  by  the  eagle,. 
with  the  thunder  in  its  claw  j the  exaift  reprefentation  of  this 
lamp  is  in  Montfaucon,  vol.  v.  pi.  154.  Alfo  in  Bartoli'%  Lucerne 
Antiche,  part  ii.  pi.  4.-  As  Bartoli's  account  is  Ihort  and  fatisfac- 
tory,  I lhall  infert  it : 

* Giove  portato  dall*  Aquila. 

* A quejia  Jigura  di  Giove  portato  in  alto  dalP  Aquila^  ucello  ad 
^ ejfo  ccnjecrato,  altro  non  habhiamo  da  aggiungere,  Je  non  che  li  Ro- 

* mani  dopo  morte,  nella  conjecratione  de  loro  Imperadori  ujurano 

* quejio  honor e,  fingendo  che  le  loro  anime  daW  Aquila  fojjino  inalzate 

* al  cielo,  ^ fra  le  Jielle.  Lale  Ambit ione  indujfe  ancora  huomini 

* privati  ad  injanire  G?  deificare  in  tal  modo  i loro  Defonti,  in 

* habitOy  e culto  divino,  portati  dall*  Aquila  aV  Cielo* 

3.  A VERY  curious  lamp,  with  a fmall  handle,  reprefenting,  in 
alto  relievo,  two  fighting  cocks,  each  fupported  by  a Genius. 
One  of  the  cocks  has  evidently  the  advantage ; his  tutelar  Genius 
is  fhouting  the  vidlory.  The  other  Genius  covers  his  face  with 

his 
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LAMP:  COPK'FIGHT  3C  TWO  OE'KII, 


OS'  TJtC  ^ct  dir/rtr,  Jn/ff  r.  Ay  JJ-tCiT.  WJnfr  . 
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Ills  hands,  to  hide  a convulfive  fit  of  teara,  and  the  (hame  of 
being  defeated.  The  expreflion  in  thefe  two  figures  is  afto- 
nifliing.  An  elegant  border  furrounds  the  whole,  and  on  the 
reverfe  of  the  lamp 

‘ L.  cmsar: 


is  flamped  in  very  legible  characters. 

4.  A SMALL  lamp  in  Nola  clay^  with  a horfe  in  mezzo 
relievo, 

5.  A BEAUTIFUL  lamp,  of  red  clay,  with  a remarkably  fine 
head  in  relief  j reprefenting  a warrior,  accompanied  by  an  inftru- 
ment  of  facrifice. 

6.  A FIGURE  of  Ifti,  one  of  the  Egyptian  Penates,  carved  in 
ftone,  and  covered  with  hieroglyphics. 

7.  A SIMILAR  figure,  formed  of  blue  antique  pafte,  of  the 
fame  kind  which  the  ancients  ufed  in  their  Mofaicsy  known  to 
Italians  by  the  name  o^fritta.  This  figure  is  alfo  covered  with 
hieroglyphics. 


L.  WITH  A Horse. 


L.  WITH  A War- 
rior’s Head. 


TSIS,  A SMALL 

Figure. 

Another. 


To  thefe  may  be  added  others,  which  I have  defcribed  in  the  # 

firfi;  volume  of  my  Towr/w  Wales.  Thofe  which  are  foreign,  are 
feveral  marbles  brought  from  Narbonne-,  the  Narho  Martins.  It  Nareonne  Mar- 
is one  of  the  moft  ancient  cities  in  Ganl,  for  it  was  a flourifliing 
place  two  hundi'ed  and  eighty  years  before  the  Chriftian  era.  A 
colony  was  eftablilhed  there  in  the  time  of  Marcius  ReXy 
from  whom  it  received  its  addition.  It  is  full  of  antiquities, 
which  have  been  ufed  in  the  various  modern  buildings.  Thofe 
in  queftion  came  from  the. walls  of  the  archbi/liop’s  palace  ; and 
were  brought  here  by  the  late  Sit  Ahmas  Mqflyn.  The  en- 

N 2 . graving, 
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graving,  with  the  infcriptions,  taken  from  the  2d  volume  of  my 
'Tour,  gives  a full  idea  of  thefe  funebrial  memorials. 

The  golden  torques,  that  invaluable  morfel  in  pofTeflion  of 
this  family,  was  found  by  digging  in  a garden  near  to  Harlech 
caftle  in  169a.  It  is  well  defcribed  by  Camden,  as  a wreathed 
rod  of  gold,  about  four  feet  long,  with  three  fpiral  furrows, 
with  fliarp  intervening  ridges  running  its  whole  length  to  the 
ends,  which  are  plain,  truncated,  and  turn  back  like  pot-hooks. 
Whether  this  was  purely  Roman,  or  whether  it  might  not  have 
been  common  to  both  nations,  I will  not  difpute.  The  ufe  was 
that  of  a baldric,  to  fufpend  gracefully  the  quiver  of  men  of 
rank,  which  hung  behind,  by  means  of  the  hook  j and  the  golden 
wreath  crolTed  the  bread,  and  paffed  over  the  (houlder.  Virgil, 
in  his  beautiful  defcription  of  the  exercifes  of  the  Trojan  youth, 
cxprefles  the  manner,  in  thefe  frequently  mifconftrued  lines  : 


Cornea  lina  ftrmt  pro’ fixo  hajitlia  ferro  : 

Pars  leves  huniero  pharetras  : ait  peflore  fummO' 

Flexilh  obtarii per  coUum  chculus  auri,. 

Each  brandifliing  aloft  a cornel  fpear : 

Some  on  their  backs  their  burnifli’d  quiver  borcj 
Hanging  from  wreaths  of  gold,  which  flione  before. 

1’he  torch,  or  torques,  worn  by  the  Gauls  and  Britons,  was  a 
very  different  affair,  a collar  of  gold,  or  other  metal,  worn 
round  the  neck.  Our  heroine  Boadicea  had  a great  one  of  that 
precious  metal ; and  Virdomarus  wore  round  his  neck  another;, 
faftened  behind  with  hooks,  which  fell  off  when  the  conqueror 
cut  off  his  head. 
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Illi  virgatis  jaculanti  ex  agmine  braccis 
Torquis  ab  incifa  decidit  unca  gula. 

Manlius  acquired  the  addition  of  T^orquatuSy  from  a torques 
which  he  won  from  a Gaul,  whom  he  flew  in  Angle  combat,  in 
Aght  of  the  army  j and  Publius  Cornelius,  after  the  daughter  of 
the  Boiiy  took,  among  other  fpoils,  not  fewer  than  four  thoufand 
and  feventy  golden  torques. 

They  were  alfo  in  ufe  among  the  Romans,  who  beflowed 
them  as  military  rewards  -,  and,  as  Pliny  pretends,  the  golden  on 
the  auxiliaries,  the  Alver  on  the  citizens.  They  probably  were 
made  in  feveral  ways.  I have  feen  a very  beautiful  one  (I  think 
at  prefent  in  poflTefTion  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Prejcot,  of  Stockport ) 
compofed  of  feveral  links  of  Alver  wire,  moft  elegantly  twifled 
together : it  was  long  enough  to  go  twice  round  the  neck,  and 
had  clafps  which  faflened  it  on. 

T HE  cuAom  of  wearing  the  torques  was  continued  from  the 
more  remote  periods  of  Britain,  to  later  times.  Llewellyn,  a lord 
of  Tale,  was  called  Llewelyn  aur  Porchog,  ‘ Llewelyn,  with  the 
* golden  torques^  on  that  account ; and  the  common  proverb, 

‘ Mi  a dynndr  dorch  a chwi,  I will  pluck  the  torques  with  you,’ 

AgniAes  to  this  day,  a hard  Aruggle  of  a perfon  before  he  would 
yield  a viftory. 

The  next  antiquity  is,  as  to  material,  Britijh-,  as  to  its  deflina-  Copper  Cake. 
k\Qr\,  Roman.  I refer  to  the  cake  of  copper  fmelted  at  the  antient 
Conovium,  the  modern  Caer-hen,  near  to  Conwy,  which  probably 
was  fmelted  from  the  ore  of  the  Snowdon  hills,  where  of  late  years 
much  has  been  got.  This  mafs  is  in  fliape  of  a cake  of  bees- 
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"SaLVER  Harp. 


wax : on  the  upper  part  is  a deep  concave  impreflion,  with  the 
w'ords  ^ Socio  Romte,  To  my  partner  at  Rome:'  acrofs  thefc  is  im- 
prefled  obliquely,  in  lefler  letters,  Natjol.  I cannot  explain  it, 
unlefs  Nat  ftands  for  Natioy  the  people  who  paid  this  Ipecies  of 
tribute  and  yo/  for  Jolvity  that  being  the  ftamp-mafter’s  mark. 
Thefe  cakes  might  be  bought  up  by  a merchant  refident  in 
Britain,  and  configned  Socio  Roma,  ' to  his  partner  at  Rome' 
The  weight  of  this  antiquity  is  forty-two  pounds;  the  diameter 
of  the  upper  part  eleven  inches  ; the  thicknefs  in  the  middle  two 
and  three  quarters. 

The  filver  harp  is  purely  Britijh,  both  as  to  the  metal,  and  the 
ofe ; which,  with  the  commilTion  for  holding  an  Eijieddfod,  or 
Icffions  of  bards,  at  Caerwis,  in  1568,  is  Hill  in  pofTefiTion  of  Sir 
Roger  Mojlyn.  The  harp  from  time  immemorial  had  been  in 
the  gift  of  his  anceftors,  to  give  as  a temporary  mark  of  excel- 
lency on  the  chief  of  the  faculties,  or  thofe  who  had  excelled 
in  their  diiferent  ways,  poetical  or  mufical.  I fliali  only  pre- 
fent  the  reader  with  the  copy  of  the  patent  to  Sir  Richard 
Bulkeley,  knight,  and  to  William  Mojlon,  and  many  others. 
William  Mojion  is -the  gentleman  mentioned  at  p.  72.  This 
commiflion  is  in  Ibme  meafure  hillorical:  but  the  reader 
who  wifhes  for  a fuller  account  of  the  Eijieddfod,  may  gratify 
his  curiofity  by  turning  to  p.  457,  and  from  thence  to  p,  478,  of 
the  firft  volume  of  my  Tour  in  Wales,  The  commiflion  is  as 
follows : 

By  the  Quene, 

* Elizabeth,  by  the  grace  of  God,  of  England,  Fraunce,  and 
* Ireland,  Quene,  defendor  of  the  fayth,  &c.  to  our  truftie  and 
9 ‘ 
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* ryght  wel-beloved  S'  Richard  Bulhleyt  Knight,  S'  Rees 

* Gruffuthy  knight,  Ellice  Pricey  equio',  do6lor  in  cyvill  lawe, 
‘ and  one  of  our  counfail  in  our  nnarches  of  Walesy  William 
‘ Mojlyriy  Jevan  Lloyd  of  Taky  John  Salijbury  of  RugOy  Rees 

* LhomaSy  Maurice  Wynne y WilP‘  Lewis y Peres  Mojlyny  Owen 

* John  ap  Hol^  Vaughany  John  Will’"  ap  Johuy  John  Lewis 

* Oweny  Moris  Gruffythy  Symound  Lhelwally  Ellice  ap  Will”'  Lloydy 
‘ RoP  Pulejiony  Harry  Aparryy  William  GlynnCy  and  Rees 
^ Hughes y efquio'®,  and  to  every  of  them  greating. — ^Wheras 

* it  is  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  lorde  prefident,  and  other 

* o'  faid  counfail,  in  o'  marches  of  WaleSy  that  vagraunt  and 

* idle  pfons,  naming  themfelfs  mynftrells,  rithmors,  and  bar- 

* thes,  are  lately  growen  into  fuch  an  intollerable  multitude 

* w'*‘in  the  principalitee  of  Northwales,  that  not  only  gentlemen,, 

* and  others,  by  theire  lhameles  diforders,  are  oftentimes  dif- 

* quieted  in  their  habitacons  •,  but  alfo  thexpert  mynftrells  and 

* mucifions  in  toune  and  contry  therby  much  difcouraged  to 

* travail  in  thexercife  and  pradlize  of  their  knowledge ; and  alfo 

* not  a litle  hyndred  in  theire  lyvings  and  pferm".  The 

* reformacon  whereof^  and  the  putting  of  thefe  people  in  ord', 

* the  faid  lorde  prefident  and  'counfail  have  thought  verey  ne- 

* cefTarye  ; and  knowing  you  to  be  men  both  of  wyfdome  and 

* upright  dealing,  and  alfo  of  experience  and  good  knowledge  in 

* the  fcyence,  have  apointed  and  authorifed  you  to  be  com- 
‘ miflioners  for  that  purpofe.  And  forafmuch  as  o'  counfail 
‘ of  late,  travayling  in  fome  p*^  of  the  faid  principalitee,  had 

* pfefl  underftanding,  or  credible  report,  that  thaccuftomed 
‘ place  for  thexecucon  of  the  like  comfiyon,  hath  bene  her- 
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^ tofore  at  CaroyeSy  in  our  countie  of  Flynt,  and  that  William 

* Mojlyn,  efquio'',  and  his  anceft”,  have  had  the  gyfte  and  be- ' 
‘ flowing  of  the  fylver  harpe  apptayning  to  the  chefF  of  that 

* facultie,  and  that  a yeares  warning  at  the  leaft  hath  bene  ac- 
‘ cuftomed  to  be  geaven  of  thaflembly,  and  execucon  of  the 

* like  commiffyon.  Our  faid  counfail  have,  therfore,  apoynted  ' 

* thexecucon  of  this  commyfryon  to  be  at  the  faid  towne  of 
‘ Caroyes,  the  Monday  next  aft"  the  feaft  of  the  bleffed  FryniteCy 
^ w'’'  fhall  be  in  the  yeare  of  o"  Lorde  God  1568. 

‘ And  therfore  we  require  and  comnnand  you,  by  the  autho- 

* ritee  of  thefe  pfents,  not  only  to  caufe  open  pclamacons  to 
‘ be  made  in  all  ffayo"',  m"ketts,  townes,  and  other  places  of 
‘ affembly  w*''in  our  counties  of  AnglizCy  Carn’vony  Meyryonnethy 

* Denbighy  and  Fflynty  that  all  on  ev"^  pfon  & pfons  that 

* entend  to  maynteigne  theire  lyvings  by  name  of  color  of  myn- 

* ftrells,  rithmrs,  or  barthes,  within  the  Talaith  of  AberfiowBy 
‘ comphending  the  faid  fyve  fhires,  fhal  be  and  appeare  before 
‘ you  the  faid  day  and  place,  to  fhewe  theire  learnings  accord- 
‘ ingly : but  alfo  that  you  xx"%  xix®",  xviib",  xvib",  xvb",  xv"*, 

* xiv'",  xiu'",  xli%  xi",  x'",  ix,  viii,  vii,  or  vi.  of  you  whereof 

* youe  S"  Richard  Bulkleyy  S"  Rees  Gruffithy  Ellice  Pricey  and 

* Moftyny  efquio"%  or  iii",  or  ii.  of  you,  to  be  of  the 
^ nomb"  to  repayre  to  the  faid  place  the  day  aforfaid,  and 
^ calling  to  you  fuch  expert  men  in  the  faid  facultie  of  the  IVelJhe 
‘ mufick,  as  to  you  fhall  be  thought  convenient  to  pceade  to 
' thexecucon  of  the  pmifs’,  and  to  admytt  fuch  and  fo  many  as 
‘ by  your  wifdomes  and  knowledges,  you  fhall  fynde  worthy 
^ into  and  und"  the  degrees  heretofore  in  femblable  fort,  to  ufe, 
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* exerclfe  and  folowe  the  fcyences  and  facultes  of  theire  pfeflyons 

* in  fuch  decent  ord'  as  fhall  apptaigne  to  eche  of  their  degrees, 
‘ and  as  yo"  difcrecons  and  wifdomes  lliall  pfcribe  unto  thenfi, 

* geaving  ftraight  monycons  and  comaundm%  in  o'  name  and 
‘ on  o'  behalf,  to  the  reft  not  worthy,  that  they  returne  to  fome 

* honeft  labo',  and  due  excercife,  fuch  as  they  be  moft  apte  unto 
‘ for  mayntenaunce  of  theire  lyvings,  upon  paine  to  be  taken 
‘ as  fturdy  and  idle  vacaboundes,  and  to  be  ufed  according  to  the 

* lawes  and  ftatutes  pvided  in  that  behalf,  letting  you  wyth  o' 
‘ faid  counfaill  look  for  advertifem*  by  due  certificatt  at  youre 
‘ handes  of  yo'  doings  in  thexecucon  of  the  faid  pmifs*.  For 
‘ feeing  in  any  wife  that  upon  the  faid  afiembly  the  peas  and 

* good  order  be  obferved  and  kept  accordingly,  aflertayning  you 
‘ that  the  faid  Will”  Mojiyn  hath  pmifed  to  fee  furnyture  and 
‘ things  neceflary  pvided  for  that  afiembly,  at  the  place  afor- 
‘ faid.  Geven  under  o'  fignet,  at  o'  citie  of  Chejier^  the  xxiii'^’ 
‘ of  OHoher,  the  nynth  yeare  of  o'  raigne. 

‘ Signed  her  Highnes  counfaill  in  the 
‘ m'ches  of  Wales* 

Finally,  in  the  library,  is  a moft  exquifite  drawing  upon 
vellum,  of  the  crucifixion,  done  with  a lead  pencil,  tWehty-two 
inches  by  fifteen.  It  formerly  hung  in  the  approach  to  the 
chapel,  and  was  brought  there  by  the  lady  of  Sir  Thomas  Moftyn, 
the  fecond  baronet.  That  lady,  as  I have  before  mentioned,  was 
a Romati  catholic,  and  placed  it  where  it  was  originally  found, 
to  exalt  her  devotion.  The  drawing  was  made  after  a pifture 
by  Rubens,  as  the  infcription  fiiews,  P.  P.  Rubens  pinx.  The 
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ccpyiil  was  David  Loggan,  a celebrated  engraver  of  his  time, 
about  the  year  1677,  and  remarkable  for  the  neatnefs  of  his 
drawings  of  heads  in  black-lead  *.  On  his  drawing  at  Mojlyn  is 
‘D.  L.  delind  The  expreffion  of  agony  in  the  countenance  of  our 
dying  Saviour,  is  remarkably  ftriking  ; and  the  head,  and  every 
part  of  the  drawing,  is  finilhed  with  all  the  accuracy  of  the  fined: 
miniature  painting. 

Of  the  feven  churches  in  the  hundred  of  Colejhilli  part  of  the 
Saxon  Atijeros,  Widford,  as  it  is  called  in  the  Doomjday  Book,  is 
one.  The  name  was  changed  to  Whiteford,  of  derivation  un- 
known, In  the  Doomjday  Book  notice  is  alfo  taken  of  fome  of 
the  prefent  townlhips,  fuch  as  d’re-MoJiyn,  ’Tre-Bychton,  and 
Merton,  under  the  names  of  Moftone,  Widford,  Putecaine,  and 
Meretone.  Mojlone  was  then  a plough-land,  terra  unius  caruca^ 
It  had  on  it  four  villeyns  and  eight  boors  ; ( Bordarii ) a w'ood  a 
league  long,  and  forty  perches  ( -perticata ) broad,  and  was  valued 
at  twenty  Ihillings. 

Widford  IS,  joined  with  Putecaine,  the  firfl:  feems  to  have  com- 
prehended our  prefent  'Pre  Ian,  or  the  place  where  the  church- 
village  now  Hands.  Thefe  had  one  plough  land,  two^ villeyns, 
and  twelve  others  between  men  and  maid  fervants,  fifheries,  and 
a wood  half  a mile  long,  and  forty  perches  broad  ; the  value  was 
tiie  fame  with  that  of  Moftone. 

With  Mereton  is  joined  the  third  part  of  Widford,  and  the 
Berewicha,  or  hamlet  of  Caldecote,  the  laft  at  prefent  a townlhip 
of  the  parifh  of  Holywell.  In  this  divifion  was  a prefbyter,  a 
church,  and  fix  villeyns.  Here  was  a wood  half  a mile  long,  and 
twenty  perches  broad.  One  Odin  held  thefe  of  the  earl. 

* Catalogue  of  Engravers.  Strawheny-hlll. 
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The  church  ftands  in  the  townfliip  of  ^re  Ian.  It  Is  dedi-  The  Church. 
cated  to  St.  Mary ; fo  popular  was  that  Saint,  that  thirteen 
churches  in  our  country  were  placed  under  her  patronage,  and 
thirteen  wakes  kept  on  that  day.  The  living  is  a redbory,  a fine- 
cure,  which,  with  the  vicarage,  is  in  the  gift  of  the  bifhop  of  St» 

JJa-ph.  The  church  confifts  of  a nave,  with  a good  plain 
tower-fteeple.  It  has  befides  a fide  aile,  built  by  a Blithyn  DroW) 
of  the  houfe  of  Mojlyn^  to  whom  that  part  belongs. 

Divine  fervice  is  performed  every  Sunday,  alternately  in 
Weljh  and  in  Englijh.  At  the  firft  the  congregation  is  very  nume- 
rous, and  at  all  times  truly  ferious  and  devout.  The  drefs  of 
even  the  pooreft,  neat  and  whole,  and  very  unlike  the  fqualid 
ragged  figures,  too  frequendy  feen  in  the  congregations  of  many^ 
a fouthern  county. 

, Offerings  at  funerals  are  kept  up  here,  and  I believe  in 
all  the  TVelJh  churches.  A difgufting,  and  in  cafes  in  which 
the  deceafed  may  have  died  of  an  infedtious  diftemper,  a dan- 
gerous cuftom,  often  prevales,  of  the  corpfe  being  brought  into 
church  during  divine  fervice,  and  left  there  till  the  congregation 
is  difmiffed. 

That  excellent  memento  to  the  living,  the  paffing-bell,  is 
pundlually  founded.  I mention  this,  becaufe  idle  niceties  have 
in  great  towns  often  caufed  the  difufe.  It  originated  before  the 
Reformation,  to  give  notice  to  the  pried;  to  be  ready  to  do  the 
lad:  duty  of  extreme  undlion  to  the  departing  perfon,  in  cafe  he 
had  no  other  admonition.  The  canon  (67)  allows  one  fliort 
peal  after  death,  one  other  before  the  funeral,  and  one  other 
after  the  funeral.  The  fecond  is  flill  in  ufe,  and  is  a fingle  bell 
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folemnly  tolled.  The  third  Is  a merry  peal,  rung  at  the  requeffc 
of  the  relations  j as  if,  Scythian  like,  they  rejoiced  at  the  efcape  of 
the  departed  out  of  this  troublefome  world. 

Bell-corn  is  a fmall  perquifite  belonging  to  the  clerk  of 
certain  parities.  I cannot  learn  the  origin. 

Hanging  up  againft  the  wall  is  an  imperfeft  table  of  bene- 
faftors.  The  annual  revenue  in  interell  and  land  is  68  /.  yet  the 
poor’s  rates  are  alarmingly  high.  In  the  beginning  of  the  pre- 
fent  century  poor  rates  had  not  taken  place.  Colleftions  were 
made  in  the  church  for  the  hck  and  the  aged.  Filial  piety  had 
at  that  time  full  polTenion  of  the  breafts  of  the  children,  or  great 
affe^lion  on  the  part  of  more  diftant  relations,  and  the  pangs  of 
poverty  were  as  much  as  poTible  alleviated.  There  was  alfb  a 
laudable  pride  in  them,  which  made  them  above  fuffering  their 
friends  to  be  a burden  to  their  fellow  parifliloners ; all  this  gra- 
dually ceafed,  and  the  warmth  of  natural  affedlion  foon  quite  dif- 
appeared.  I cannot  but  mention  an  inftance  of  the  rapid  increafc 
of  taxes  in  my  days.  In  the  year  1756  William  Lloyd^  fmith, 
was  one  of  the  overfeers  of  the  poor  j at  that  time  the  annual 
tax  was  only  69/.  3 r.  \ d.  Fie  was  appointed  again  overfeer 
in  the  year  1783,  when  the  tax  was  increafed  to  600/.  William 
Lloyd  is  now  living,  but  the  books  prove  the  exaftnefs  of  the 
aflertion. 

In  the  village  is  the  fchool.  It  was  founded  by  Mary  Brad- 
JhaWi  widow  of  Lhoynas  Williams ^ of  Mojiyn  Gate,  who  bequeathed 
by  will,  dated  17455  the  intereft  of  141  /.  to  be  paid  to  the  maf- 
ter  of  the  faid  fchool,  for  inftrudling  for  ever,  annually,  fourteen 
children,  who  are  inftrufted  in  reading  and  writing  Englijh,  and 
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accounts.  The  prefent  fchool-houfe  was  built  by  Pyers  'Jones ^ 
an  opulent  farmer  of  this  parifh,  who  alfo  beftowed  a very  hand- 
fome  brafs  chandelier  on  the  church. 

In  this  and  a few  ofher  of  the  mineral  parilhes.  Is  a Cymdei- 
thes,  or  club,  indituted  in  1766,  for  the  fupport  of  the  members 
in  cafe  of  illnefs,  or  any  accidents,  provided  they  are  not  con- 
tradled  by  intemperance,  fighting,  or  any  immoral  aft.  Our 
' club  confifis  of  240  members,  each  of  whom  contributes  monthly 
8 d.  which  is  put  into  a box  locked  with  three  keys  j two  are 
kept  by  the  ftewards,  and  the  third  by  the  perfon  to  whom  the  box 
is  intrufted,  fo  that  all  three  muft  be  prefent  at  the  taking  out  or 
putting  in  of  any  money.  The  club  has  been  of  late  years  for- 
tunate enough  to  have  faved  three  hundred  pounds,  which  is  put 
out  on  good  fccurity,  and  kept  in  referve  againfl;  any  calamitous 
times,  fuch  as  feafons  of  ficknefs,  or  uncommon  fuccefllons  of 
accidents. 

In  cafe  of  illnefs  a certain  allowance  is  made  till  the  time  of 
their  recovery,  or  till  they  are  deemed  incurable.  In  the  lafl 
cafe  they  are  allowed  two  Ihillings  and  fix  pence  for  life.  In 
cafe  of  death  forty  fiiillings  is  paid  for  funeral  expences,  and  a 
fum  to  the  widow  proportionable  to  the  time  the  hulband  had 
been  member  of  the  club. 

Whenever  the  bufinefs  requires  a meeting,  the  fteward  mull 
bring  with  him  the  tankard  of  ale,  and  a very  fmall  cup.  In  or- 
der that  the  members  may  not  exceed  the  bounds  of  temperance. 

If  any  member  comes  to  the  club  in  liquor,  he  forfeits  two- 
^ pence;  if  he  fpeaks  ill  of  government,  or  abufes  any  body,  or 
curfes  and  fwears,  or  will  not  hold  his  tongue  when  required  by 

the 
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Goese. 


the  ftewards,  he  forfeits  two-pence  for  every  offence.  In  a word, 
every  caution  is  obferved  to  preferve  the  rules  of  morality  in  this 
our  parochial  fociety.  Finally,  there  is  a great  annual  meeting 
on  New-Year' s Day,  in  which  every  member  attends.  Every  one 
appears  neatly  dreffed,  carrying  a wand  gaily  painted,  and  make 
altogether  a moft  refpedlable  figure,  ranged  in  two  lines  from 
the  porch  door  to  that  of  the  church. 

I STEP  into  the  church-yard,  and  figh  over  the  number  of 
departed  which  fill  the  inevitable  retreat.  In  no  diftant  time 
the  north  fide,  like  thofe  of  all  other  IVelJh  churches,  was, 
through  fome  fuperftition,  to  be  occupied  only  by  perfons  exe- 
cuted, or  by  fuicides.  It  is  now  nearly  as  much  crowded  as  the 
other  parts.  The  moft  remarkable  infeription  is  on  a head-ftonc 
fet  up  by  myfelf. 

‘ Here  lyeth  the  body  of  Catherine  Morris,  otherwife  Gorfe,  w'ho  during 
‘ fixty  years,  to  the  beft  of  her  abilities,  difeharged  the  duties  of  a good 
I ‘ and  faithful  fervant  in  the  family  of  Bychton,  died  Auguft  3d,  1767, 

‘ aged  106.’  . 

This  Ante-diluvian  was  one  of  thofe  charaefters  mifhamed 
fools,  a mixture  of  weaknefs,  with  much  acutenefs  and  ftrong 
expreffions,  often  highly  diverting  to  the  company.  The  addi- 
tion to  her  name  of  Cors  was  from  her  coming  from  Cors-y-gedol, 
in  Merionethjhire,  into  our  fervice. 

On  an  old  altar- tomb,  on  the  fouth-fide  of  the  church,  is  the 
following  infeription  : 


•Hk 
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‘ Hie  jacet  corpus  Nicolai  Pennant,  filii  Plugonis  ap  Reesap  DafyJd Pennant, 

‘ de  Bychtoii,  ex  Jonetee,  filise  Ricardi  ap  Howel,  de  Mojlyn^  Sepultum 
‘ viceflimo-fept.  die  Martis,  A,  D.  i6oi.  Cuj.  An.  Dhus  propit. 

‘ Efto,  miferere,  Amen.’ 

This  diftant  uncle  was  a younger  fon  of  Hugh  Pennant y and 
one  of  twelve  children  hy  Sionet  Mojlyn  (See  p.  26)  one  of  the 
five  daughters  of  the  valiant  Howel  ap  Richard  de  Mojlyn^  who 
led  his  countrymen  to  Bojw or th -field,  and  received  the  honor- 
able reward  I mentioned,  at  p.  58. 

By  the  remains  of  Nicolas  Pennant  are  depofited  thofe  of  my  late 
worthy  fervant  Louis  Gold.  What  I never  wifii  to  be  done  for 
myfelf,  I did  for  him,  I placed  a fmall  brafs  within  the  church, 
with  an  infeription  expreffed  in  the  following  terms : 

This  fmall  Monument  of  efteem 
was  ereiShed  by  his  lamenting  Mafter 
in  Memory  of 
LOUIS  GOLD, 
a Norman  by  Birth, 
and  above  twenty  years  the  faithful 
Servant  and  Friend 
cf  THOMAS  PENNANT,  Efq. 
of  Downing. 

• In  his  various  fervices 

he  made  confiderable  favings, 
which  he  difpofed  of  by  his  laft  will 
(having  no  relations  of  his  own) 
with  afFedlion  to  his  friends 
and  to  his  fellow'-fervants, 
with  unmerited  gratitude  to 
his  Mafter  and  his  family, 
and 

with  piety  to  the  poor. 


Every 
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Every  duty  of  his  humble  ftadon, 
and  every  duty  of  life. 

He  difeharged  fo  fully, 

That  when  the  day  fhall  come  which  levels 
all  diftindlion  of  ranks. 

He  may, 

By  the  favor  of  our  blelTed  Mediator, 
hear  thefe  joyful  words, 

“ Well  done,  thou  good  and  faithful  fervant, 
enter  thou  into  the  joy  of  thy  Lord.” 

He  was  born  at  St.  Hermes  de  Rouvelle 
\v\  Normandy^  Auguji  22,  1717;  died 
at  Dotvning^  Auguji  20,  1785;  and  was 
interred  in  the  Church-yard  near  this  wall 
on.  the  2?d  of  the  fame  month. 

The  wealth  which  Louis  had  acquired  was  confiderable.  Above 
fixteen  hundred  pounds  pafled  through  my  hands.  He  had  be- 
fides  a thoufand  pounds,  which  a fetter  to  an  attorney  prevaled 
on  the  good  man  to  fink  with  the  man  of  the  law  for  an  an- 
nuity. Death  foon  put  the  lawyer  in  poflcfllon  of  the  principal. 
1 lament  this  j for  I had  been  left  by  him  refiduary  legatee  and 
foie  executor,  with  a power  to  difpofe  of  the  remainder  (all 
legacies  paid)  in  charitable  ufes.  Thus  a thoufand  pounds  were 
loft  to  Whiteford  parifh.  The  intereft  of  the  remainder  is 
quarterly  divided  among  the  worthieft  of  our  poor,  who  may 
annually  blefs  fo  excellent  a benefadtor. 

Louis  was  bred  a Roman  catholic,  and  notwithftandlng  he  occa- 
fionally  frequented  the  prayers  of  our  church,  he  chofe  to  be 
buried  according  to  the  rites  of  thofe  of  Aw.w,  which  were  per- 
formed 


’fdniaed  in  -ft  rooni  in  my  tw^eisty  pounds  the 

gentleman  who  performed  the  fervice.  I fixed  on  the  Re- 
verend Philip  Jones,  who  liad  in  this  neighborhood  near  fifty 
years  difcharged  his  funftion  in  a manner  truly  exemplary. 
I took  up  the  old  cuflom  of  attending  a faithful  friend  to 
his  grave,  a refpedl;  the  excellency  of  his  conduct  clamed  from 
me. 

Near  to  the  tomb  of  Nicolas  Pennant,  is  another  in  memory 
of  Hugh  Pennmt,  fon  and  heir  of  Robert  Pennant,  of  Downing,  (fee 
p.  9.)  who  was  buried  Augufi  i6th,  1675,  beft  ofcha- 

rafters;:  ‘ He  lived  honeftly,  and  hurt  nobody.  He  gave  every 
♦ one  his  due.’ 

Near  to  this  place,  tumbled  on  the  ground,  is  a flone  in 
memory  of  a Pierce  of  TJglan,  in  this  parifh,  a refpeftable  family 
now  extinft,  defcended  from  Edmveen  Bendew.  The  crefl:  of 
this  family  is  a boar’s  head  marked  with  a crdcenti  a fign  of  its 
having  been  a fecond  branch.  On  a board  I have  of  the 
arms  of  the  houfe,  I fee  it  had  been  allied  with  numbers  of 
reputable  families,  among  others  I venture  to  reckon  that  of 
Bychton, 

I MIGHT  mention  otlrer  tombs  ©f  the  men  of  property  in  our 
parifh,  who  in  iefs  luxurious  times . lived  in  borpitality,  tilk 
dnfeftcd  with  tbofe  fiends  lumiry  and  efientatiort,  they  foon 
became  fwaJlowed  up  in  the  greater  ^eftatea. 

Beneath  the  venerable  fhade  of  .two  great  yews,  our  Bmc'u 
and  Philemon,  is  the  tomb  which  preferves  the  memory  of  M&r^ 
garet  Parry^  heirefs  of  Mertmt  (fee  p,  |ai)  the  feat  of  our  hofpi* 

I**  table 
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monuments; 

table  vicar,  the  Rev.  Mr.  John  Fmlkfs^  The  epitaph  gives  the 
dcfcent  t 

Hie  jacet  corpus  Mar^ar-efu^  Parry,  fills  Parry,  filii  lieredis  Guil, 

Parry,  et'nuper  uxor  Jch.  Fo'P.hs,  qux  fepulta  eft  8 die  Juld,  1667. 

Hie  jacet  corpus  Guiliehni  Parry  IPyraze,  de  Matyn  i/glan, 

Junii,  ct  fepultus  ig  die  jurut,  1658.  Id* 

This  at  prefent  is  the  tomb  of  the  family  of  Mr.  Foulkesy  of 
Merion.  On  the  top  are  cut,  as  I fnppofe,  the  arms  of  the  fa- 
mily from  whom  he  derives  his  right,  quarterly  for  his  firft  coat 
a ftag,  by  which  I imagine  that  the  bearer  derived  his  defeent 
from  Hedd  Molwymg,  lord  of  Uwch  Aled,  and  one  of  the  fifteen 
tribes,  and  cotemporary  with  Dafydd  ap  Owen  Gwynedd.  If  the 
reader  will  give  himfelf  the  trouble  of  turning  to  p.  56  of  the 
fecond  volume  of  my  IVelJh  Four 3 he  will  find  a recital  of  the 
great  deeds  of  the  houle. 

T HE  next  is  the  place-  of  interment  of  Peter  WdliamSy  of  Mer^ 
ton  TJglan,  who  died  January  19th,  1671. 

His  arms  Ihew  him  to  have  derived  his  defeent  from  the 
above-mentioned  Ednowen  Bendew,  quarterly  with  thofe  of 
Edwyny  lord  of  Fegengl.  The  family  fell  to  decay,  and  the  part 
of  the  eftate  which  lay  in  our  parifli  was  purchafed  by  my 
father,  and  the  name  changed  to  that  of  Kinjale  (fee  p.  52.)  from 
the  late  owner  having  made  that  place  his  rcfidence. 

The  following  quaint  rhyme,  on  another  grave-ftone,  may 
conclude  with  much  propriety  this  part  of  the  funebrial  fubjed. 

Vita  caduca  vale, 

Vita  perennis  avc  ! 


I STEP 


Neere  to  this  lyeth  the  body 
or  ElizabethMostyn  oue  of  the 
Coheirs  of  Rich  .Alder  say  of 
THE  CiTiE  of  Chester  Gent  ■wife 
TOWiLL'.MoSTYN  ARCH’.BaNG;  k 
Rector  of  Chrysilton  by 
WHOME  HE  HAD  ISSVE  THREE 
50HNES  AND  TWO  DaVGHTERS 
SHE  DEPARTED  THIS  UFE;  THE 

10*  OF  April  Anno 
Dni  1647 
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I STEP  -wlthm  the  church  with  reverential  awe.  Many  pious 
men  I have  feen  offer  up  a fhort  ejaculation  in  our  Weipi 
churches  (even  when  alone)  to  the  Almighty  Being,  to  whofe 
fervice  they  were  founded,  and  in  whofe  praife  we  all  unite.  A 
few  monumental  marks  of  refpeft  are  to  be  feen,  and  three  on  the 
north  wall  not  inelegant.' 

All  arefmall.  The  firft  has  the  figure  of  a man  and  woman 
kneeling  on  oppofite  fides  of  a defk.  Tw'O  fons  are  behind  the 
man,  and  three  daughters  behind  the  woman,  in  the  fame  at- 
titudes. They  are  moft  neatly  engraven  on  a tablet  of  white 
marble,  and  the  whole  included  in  a very  neat  frame.  The  in- 
■ feription  gives  their  brief  tale : 

Neere  to  this  lyeth  the  body  of 
Elizabeth  Mojlyn,  one  of  the 
Coheires  of  Rich.  Alderfcy  of 
the  Cifie  of  Chcjler,  Gent.  Wife 
to  Will.  Mojlyn,  Arch.  Bang,  and 
Reftor  of  Chryjllton.  By 
\Thom  he  had  ifsve  three  fonnes 
and  two  daughters.  She  de- 
parted this  life  the  lOth  of 
April,  Ann.  Dni.  1647. 

Two  of  the  fons  were  heads  of  two  families,  thofe  of  Bryng- 
viyrii  in  Montgomeryjhir^i  and  thofe  of  Segroit,  in  DenbighJJjire. 

The  next  records  the  death  of  a fon  of  Gwydyr,  The  arms 
of  the  houfe,  .three  fpread-eagles  and  three  lions,  are  cut  on  the 

P 2 _ tablet. 
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tablet.  Above  is  the  creflr,  and  on  the  entablature,  MORTUUS' 
VIVO.  The  infcription  follows  ^ . 

Here  lyeth  interred  the  body 
■ of  EHid  Wynrit  the  9th  fon  of 

Sir  ’John  Wynn^  of  Givydyr^  Knight 
and  Baronet,  aged  xx,  who  died 
the  xxth  of  9^’^r,  and  was  buried 
the  xxiii  of  the  faid  month, 

Ao.  Domini  1619. 

Omnis  caro  fcenUm,  . j 

t • 

Conjoined  with  the  laft  is  the  tablet  of  one  of  our  vicars,  neat^ 
like  the  others,  only  his  arms  are  cut  on  the  Itonci  the  epitaph 
beneath : 

Near  this  place  lieth  intexr-- 
ed  the  body  of  Mr,  Richard 
Csytmor^  late  Vicar  of 
Wintfordf  and  Re£lor  of 
JbeKf  who  died  the  xxvii  day  of 
Julyy  MCCLXxxiiii,  and  was  buri-- 
ed  the  3°,  aetatis  fuse  4a. 


Richard  Coyimore  was  one  of  the  nineteen  vicars  who  filled  the 
living,  from  the  year  1537.  The  following  is  the  lift  of  all  the 
vicars,,  from  that  date  to  the  prefent  time  : 


David  Lloydy  - - 1537. 

Leicis  ap  John  AVgviiny  1 562,  deceafed. 
Hen.McJljny  - - 1586,  d. 


Rice  HugheSy 
Tho.  Kyffin, 

Ed.  Kyffin,  - 


1 591,  refigned^ 
1598,  ref 
1601,  ref. 

S^'  MettditJu 
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S''  Meredith, 

- r6p8,  ref. 

■ Wil.  Rbherts,  . 

1666,  refigned. 

Lewis  Lloyd, 

- 1617,  d. 

Rich.  Coytmore,  - 

- 1668,  d. 

mi.  Mojiyn,  - 

1638,  d. 

Hugh  Price 

- 1686. 

Rice  Pqw(1, 

1642. 

Edw.  Davies, 

- 1697,  di 

Hutnf.  Mojiyn,  - 

- 1653,  depr. 

Gr.  Griffith, 

- 1730,  d. 

mi.  Smith,  - 
Roh.  Edwards,  - 

1661. 

- 1666,  ref. 

yohn  Foulkes, 

- 1765- 

The  vault  of  the  Moftyn  family  is  at  the  end  of  this  aile.  The  laft 
who  was  buried  there  was  Sir  Mojiyn,  the  firft  baronet,  who 
died  in  1651.  His  fecond  lady,  Mary,  eldeft  daughter  of  T^homas, 
lord  vifcount  was  buried  in  the  fame  vault.  Her 

epitaph  is  preferved  in  our  parilh-regifter,  and  is  as  follows : 


Nobilis  Heroina  ac  Domina  D.  Marla  Mojlyn, 

Illuftri  Buckkienfis  familia  oriunda, 

Honoratiffimo  viro  Rogero  Mojlyn^  de  Mojijriy, 

Equiti  et  baronetto  connubio  jundta, 

Prseftantillimarum  yirtutum  cumulo 
Supra  invidiam  laudemque  adoniata,  utque 
Pudicitiam  et  formam, 

Gravitatem  et  dulcedinem,- 
Comitatem  et  honcrem, 

Plumilitatem  et  magnitudinem, 

Humanitatem  et  pietatem, 

Gratiffima  concordia  confociavit. 

Quum  nondum  annos  34,  etiamirm.  numerailet, , 

Qiiumq.  dolendos  non  unius  morbi  cruciatus, 

Viclrici  patienfia  per  biennium  fuftuliflet 
Dignillimo  conjuge 

Ghafifllmis  que  (egregiae  indolis)  natis- quatuory  ' 

Qii?©- 
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Quae  -fuperfunt  (caftiffimi  amorrs  pignora)  reli<5lts, 

Non  line  fummo  omnium  (quibus  aut  ipfius  virtus 
Ejufve  fama  innotuerat)  lu£lu  plandluque 
In  pacem  asternam  Hbi  fcliciter  migravit,  die  i6°  OilobrUy 
Et  fepulta  28  die  ejufdem  menfis,  Anno  Dom.  1662.- 

R.  E.  vl'c. 


The  dlfgraced  lady  mentioned  in  p.  62,  is  alfo  commemo- 
i^ted  here. 

Valde  generofa  virtuofaque  ac  Dqmina  ’ i • * 

D.  Lumlaa  MoJljn  in  felicitatem 
Sandlorum  o£lavo  die  migravit, 

Sepultaque  decimo  0(£tavo  die  menfis 
Ejufdem  Anno  Domini  1680. 


His  fon  and  fucceflbr  Sir  'Thomas  Mofiyn  married  Bridget^ 
daughter  and  foie  heirefs  of  Darcis  Savage,  of  Leighton,  efq; 
who  transferred  to  the  houfe  of  Mofiyn  the  great  Chejhire  eftates. 
This  lady  was  a Roman  catholic.  Tradition  is  warm  in  her 
praife,  and  full  of  her  domeftic  virtues,  and  the  particular  at- 
tention that  fhe  Ihewed  in  obliging  her  domeftics,  of  each  re- 
ligion, to  attend  their  refpeftive  churches.  Her  hufband  and  fhe 
‘ were  lovely  and  pleafant  in  their  lives,  and  in  their  death  they 
* were  not  divided.’  They  died  within  a day  or  two  of  each  other, 
at  Gloddaeth,  in  Caernarvonjhire,  and  were  interred  in  the  neigh- 
boring church  of  Eglwys  Rhos.  They  are  here  mentioned  as 
the  firft  of  the  family  who  were  interred  out  of  the  antient  vault 
of  the  houfe  of  Mofiyn. 

I TURN  mine  eyes  towards  the  Altar,  towards  the  aterna 

domus 


G A R R E G. 

domus  of  our  race.  The  recent  vifitation  of  Heaven  I The  uii- 
clofed  wound  ! arreft  my  pen. 

O PR^CLARUM  DIEM,  CUM  AD  ILLUD  DIVINUM  ANIMORUM 
CONCILIUM,  CCETUMOUE  PROFICISCAR,  CUMQUE  EX  HAC  TURBA, 
ET  COLLUVIONE  DISCEDAM!  PROFICISCAR  ENIM  NON  AD  AMI- 
COS  SOLUM,  ET  PARENFES  LULECnSSIMOS,  SED  ETIAM  AD 
SAKAHULAM,  ANIMULAM  NOSTRAM,  QUA  NEMO  MELIOR  NATA 
EST,  NEMO  PIETATE  PREESTAN FIOR  : CUJUS  A ME  CORPUS  CRE- 
MATUM  EST:  QUOD  CONTRA  DECUIT  AB  ILL  A MEUM.  ANIMUS 
VERO  NON  ME  DESERENS  SED  RESPECTANS,  IN  EA  PROFECTO 
LOCA  DISCESSIT,  QUO  MIHI  IPSI  CERNEBAT’  ESSE  YENIENDUM. 
QUEM  EGO  MEUM  CASUM  FOR  TITER  FERRE  VISUS  SUM;  NON 
QUOD  ^QUO  ANIMO  FERREM  : SED  ME  IPSE  CONSQLABAR,  EX- 
ISTIMANS,  NON  LONGINQUUM  INTER  NOS  DIGRESSUM  ET  DIS- 
CESSUM  FORE. 

Cicero  de  Sene(5bute». 

APUD  BRIGnrHELMSrONENSES,  XVI.  KAL.  MAII 
E VIVIS  FLEBILIS  DISCESSIT. 

VIXIT  ANNJS  XIV.  MENSIBUS  X.  DIED.  XXVII. 

EXUVIAS  SACRAS 
PARENTES  INFELICISSLMI 
( PIETATI  HEU  VAN.®  INDULGENTES  ) , 

APUD  VWFORDENSES 
CINERIBUS  PATRUM  MAII  KALENDIS 
COMMISTAS  ESSE  VOLUERE 

On  a brafs  plate,  now  covered  with  the  H owning  feat,  is 
a memorial  oi  Morris  Kyffin,  Maenan^  who  died  (a  youth) 
June  ad,  i6io,  at  Bychton,  on  a vifit  to  his  fifter  JanCy  wife  to 
Pyers  Pennant. 

T HE  next  townfhip  to  the  village  is  in  Whitford  Gam.  In 
this  townfhip  is  Garreg^  or  Phe  Rock,  the  higheft  land  in  the 
parilh;  it  is  a large  inclofed  hill,  the  property  of  Sir  Roger 
Mojlyn.  Part  of  it  is  a fine  turf^  and  excellent  Iheep-walkj 

* May  I,  1794, 
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Pharoj. 


the  fulfthiiti  and  pirt  of  the  fkles,  rocky.  From  to  the 

top  is  a continual  afcent.  From  this  height  the  traV'^Wei*  may 
have  an  auguft  forefight  of  the  lofty  trad  of  Snowdon^  from 
the  crooked  Moel  Shabog,  at  one  end,  to  the  towering  Pen- 
maen-mawr  at  the  other  j of  the  vaft  promontory  of  Llandudno 
and  part  of  the  ifle  of  Anglejea^  with  the  great  bay  of  Llanddulas^ 
forrhing  an  exterrfive  crefcent  j tite  eftuaries  of  the  Dee  and  the 
Merjey ; and  to  the  Nerlh  (at  times)  the  ille  of  Man  and  the 
Cumberland  Alps,  the  frequent  prefages  of  bad  weather. 

The  Romans  took  advantage  of  this  elevated  fituation,  and 
placed  on  its  fummit  a Pharos,  to  condud  the  navigators  to 
and  from  Deva,  along  the  difficult  channel  of  the  Seteia  Portus» 
The  building  is  ftill ’remaining.  It  is  tolerably  entire;  its 
form  is  crrcular ; the  inner  diameter  twelve  feet  and  a half ; 
the  thicknefs  of  the  walls  fotrr  feet  four  inches.  The  doors, 
or  entrances,  are  oppofite  to  each  other ; over  each  is  a 
fquare  funnel,  like  a chimney,  which  opens  on  the  outfide,  about 
half-way  up  the  building.  On  each  fide  is  a window.  About 
four  feet  from  the  ground  are  three  crrcular  holes,  lined  with 
mortar,  as  is  frequent  in  Roman  buildings ; and  penetrate  the 
whale  wall,  for  purpofes  now  unknown. 

WiTH)rN;siDi:  are  the  veftiges  of  a ftair-cafe,  which  led  to  the 
(floors,  of  which  there  appear  to  have  been  two.  Along  fuch 
part  of  the  upper,  which  was  confpicuous  from  the  channel,  are 
eight  fmdl  fquare  openings,  cafed  with  free-ftone  (the  reft  of 
iflie  biiiJdiag  being  of  rude  lime-ftone,  bedded  in  hard  mortar) 
«Td  cadi  of  dicfe.were  feparated  by  wooden  pannels,  placed  in 
(d^ep  .grooves,  the  Mt  ftill  in  a perfed  ftate..  -In  each  of  thefe 
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partitions  were  placed  the  lights,  -which  the  Romans  thought  ne- 
ceffary  to  keep  diftinft,  or  to  prevent  from  running  into  one, 
left  they  Ihould  be  miftaken  by  feamen  for  a ftar.  Pericnhim  in 
corrivatione  ignium,  ne  fidus  exiflimetur. 

To  the  building  is  very  evidently  a broad  and  raifed  road, 
pointing  from  the  eaft ; and  near  its  upper  end  are  the  marks  of 
a trench,  which  furrounded  and  gave  protedtion  to  this  ufeful 
edifice.  It  certainly  had  in  later  times  been  repaired,  or  perhaps 
applied  to  fome  other  ufe,  for  in  one  part  is  a piece  of  timber 
which  could  not  have  been  aborigiiial. 

The  curious  crofs  called  Maen  Achwynfan.,  or  the  ftone  of 
lamentation,  ftands  in  a fmall  field  oppofite  to  the  gate  which 
opens  from  the  turnpike-road  into  Garreg.  It  takes  its  name,  in 
all  probability,  from  the  penances,  which  were  often  finifiied  be- 
fore fuch  facred  pillars ; attended  with  weeping,  and  the 
ufual  marks  of  contrition  : for  an  example,  near  Stafford  ftood 
one  called  the  weeping  crofs,  a name  analogous  to  ours.  This 
is  of  an  elegant  form  and  fculpture  ■,  is  twelve  feet  high,  two 
feet  four  inches  broad  at  the  bottom,  and  ten  inches  thick.  The 
bafe  is  let  into  another  ftone.  The  top  is  round,  and  includes, 
in  raifed  work,  the  form  of  a Greek  crofs.  Beneath,  about  the 
middle,  is  another,  in  the  form  of  St.  Andrew's, ; and  under  that, 
a naked  figure,  with  a fpear  in  his  hand.  Clofe  to  that,  on  the 
fide  of  the  column,  is  reprefented  fome  animal.  The  reft  is 
covered  with  very  beautiful  fret-work,  like  what  may  be  feen  on 
other  pillars,  of  antient  date,  in  feveral  parts  of  Great  Britain.  I 
do  not  prefume  (after  the  annotator  on  Camden  has  given  up  the 
point)  to  attempt  a guefs  at  the  age ; only  muft  obferve,  that 
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it  mufl  have  been  previous  to  the  reign  of  grofs  fuperftitlon 
among  the  U^elfh^  otberwife  the  fculptor  would  have  employed 
his  chizzel  in  ftriking  out  legendary  ftories,  inftead  of  the  elegant 
knots  and  interlaced  work  that  cover  the  flone. 

ThosEj  who  fuppofe  it  to  have  been  eredted  in  memory  of 
the  dead  flain  in  battle  on  the  fpot,  draw  their  argument  from 
the  number  of  adjacent  tumuli,  containing  human  bones,  and 
fculls  often  marked  with  mortal  wounds ; but  thefe  earthy  fe- 
pulchres  are  of  more  antient  times  than  the  elegant  fculpture  of 
this  pillar  will  admit.  This  likewife  (from  the  croffes)  is  evidently 
‘ a Chrijiian  monument.  The  former  were  only  in  ufe  in  pagan  days. 

Gelli.  There  is  likewife,  near  to  it,  an  antient  chapel,  now  a farm- 
houfe,  called  Gelli,  or  the  Hazel-grove,  the  name  of  an  adjacent 
tra6l.  This  might  have  relation  to  the  crofs ; as  well  as  a place 
for  performance  of  divine  fervice  to  the  abbot  of  Baftngwerk, 
who  had  a houfe  at  no  great  diftance.  This  tradt  (mis-fpelt  by 
the  Englijh,  Geteley ),  with  the  wood  (at  that  time  on  it)  was 
granted  by  Edward  I.  to  the  abbot  and  convent,  on  the  tenth  of 
November,  at  Wejlminjler,  before  the  death  of  our  laid  prince. 
He  alfo  gave  him  power  to  grub  up  the  wood ; which  by 
the  nakednefs  of  the  place  appears  to  have  been  done  moft 
effeftually. 

Farther  to  the  weft  is  another  inclofed  mountain  called 
Glol,  my  own  property ; part  is  covered  with  hazels  and  large 
white- thorn  trees  (perhaps  a continuation  of  the- part  is 
very  rc  cky,  part  a fine  fheep-walk.  In  many  places  were  fe- 
veral  druidical  circles,  which  I believe  are  now  injured  by  the 
removal  of  the  ftones  for  various  ufes.  In  the  rougher  parts  of 
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this  inclofure  are  often  feen  vipers,  which  always  prefer  the  dry 
and  funny  parts  of  a country. 

On  Sarn-Hwlkin,  a little  common  to  the  call  of  Glolj  was  a 
very  long  but  low  tumulusy  fuppofed  by  the  vulgar  to  have 
been  a gtanfs  grave.,  from  a tradition  that  one  of  our  fons  of 
Anak  had  been  there  interred.  It  probably  did  cover  the 
■ remains  of  fome  Britijh  heroes  of  the  common  fize,  who 
there  found  their  grave,  after  fome  fierce  adlion,  I have  before 
fuppofed  to  have  happened  before  the  place. 

T HE  townlhip  of  T^re'r-Abhot,  one  of  the  eight  which  compofe 
our  parifh,  joins  to  this  part  of  I^re-Majlyn.  In  it  ftands  the 
houfe  of  the  fame  name,  originally  the  country-feat  of  the  abbots 
of  Bafingwerk,  but  long  fince  the  property  of  the  Davies's,  lately 
fold  to  Edward  Jones,  of  Wepre,  efq.  From  the  proof  that 
gentleman  has  given  of  his  literary  abilities  in  drawing  up  the 
refolutions  of  the  Holywell  aflbciation,  in  December  1792,  I 
muft  lament  they  are  not  oftener  exerted,  the  occafion  alone  ex- 
cepted. 

This  townfhip  was  once  exempted  from  the  payment  of 
tythes  by  a modus,  originally  granted  by  the  abbot  of  Bafing- 
werk, but  which  by  negligence  has  been  totally  loft. 

T HE  houfe,  in  Mr.  Miles  Davies,  produced  a very  extraordi- 
, nary  genius  indeed  ! The  talents  of  this  eccentric  gentleman 
were  poetical.  He  lived  about  the  year  1716,  and  publiflied 
three  volumes  of  his  Athena  Britannica.  In  his  Martii  Ca- 
lenda  five  laudes  Cambro  Britannia,  is  a Latin  poem  on  St. 
David's  Day.  I never  could  get  the  fight  of  the  books,  but 
was  indebted  to  the  Rev.  William  Cole,  late  of  Milton,  near 
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Cambridge,  for  the  following  extract ; which  will,  I dare  fay, 
content  the  reader,  as  it  does  me. 

Roberto  atque  Manfel,  Buckley,  Vaughan,  et 
Tievor  et  Hanmer,  eumque  Salejbury, 

Stradlmque,  Conivay,  Kemys,  Antoill, 

IMorganius  Theleolque  Mojloti, 

Bennet,  beata  CEcumenicon  Nota, 

Dav'idis  ortu,  ell  Davijius  nepos 

Wynne  atque  Griffith,  atque  Pennant, 

• • Llwyd  quoque  Powell,  et  Ellis  HumyJreys,  Cs’r. 

Having  reached  the  fartheft  part  of  our  parilh,  to  the  north- 
weft,  I return  along  the  great  heath  Mynydd  ’Tegen,  or  T egen- 
Mountain,  which  yet  preferves  the  antient  name  of  ‘Tegengl, 
which  comprehended  the  three  modern  hundreds  of  Colejhill, 
Prejiatyn,  and  Rudland.  It  had  been  the  property  of  Edwin, 
defcended  from  Roderick  the  Great,  and  called  prince  of  Pegengh 
His  Llys,  or  royal  refidence,  was,  in  1041,  near  Llaneurgan  or 
Idorthof.  This  common,  for  I cannot  call  it  mountain,  ftretches 
along  the  whole  of  the  higher  parts  of  our  parilh,  and  is  covered 
with  the  erica  vulgaris,  or  common  heath.  It  feeds  numbers 
of  fheep,  and  is  part  of  the  mineral  tradl  of  Flintjhire. 

LlynHelyg.  The  manor  of  Moftyn,  of  which  Sir  Roger  Moflyn  is  lord, 
includes  the  greater  part  of  the  mountain,  and  reaches  to  the  fea. 
It  was  derived  from  the  heirefs  of  the  houfe,  defcended  from 
her  anceftor,  prince  Edwin. 

A LARGE  piece  of  water,  now  well  ftocked  with  fifh,  made 
by  Sir  Roger  Moftyn,  baronet,  grandfather  to  the  prefent  owner, 
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lies  near  that  end  of  the  heath.  In  the  winter  it  is  the  refort  of 
ducks,  and  teal. 

On  the  eaft-fide  of  Mofiyn  pool,  in  TCegen  mountain,  is  a grave  Captain 

bounded  at  each  end  by  a rude  ftone,  above  four  feet  high.  It 
contains  the  remains  of  captain  Edward  Morgan,  of  the  adjacent 
houfe  of  Elds  Captain,  and  of  the  refpedtable  family  of  the  Mor- 
gans, of  Gwlgray,m  the’ adjoining  parilh  of  Elan  JJaph.  Some 
years  ago  a perfon  of  ftrange  curiofity  opened  the  grave,  and 
found  the  fkeleton.  On  the  head  was  a red  cap,  I think  of 
velvet,  and  round  his  neck  a filk  handkerchief.  By  him  lay  his 
fword,  and  his  helmet  j and  beneath  the  flceleton  two  bullets, 
which  had  fallen  out  of  the  body  on  its  diffolution ; all  which  verify 
the  report  of  his  having  been  flain  in  battle,  or  in  fome  fkirmifb 
during  the  civil  wars,  and  that  he  was  interred,  according  to  his 
wifh,  under  the  fpot  on  which  he  fell.  In  a colledion  of  pede- 
grees  lent  to  me  by  Ehomas  Gryffith,  efq.  of  Rhual,  I find  this 
Ihort  memorial  of  the  captain,  in  the  pedegree  of  his  family  : 

' Capt.  Edward  Morgan,  flain  at  Chejhire  raife.’  If  he  was  flain 
in  that  county,  I cannot  fuppofe  that  his  body  would  have  been, 
carried  fo  far  j nor  can  I account  for  this  relation,  or  for  the 
body  being  found  here,  unlefs  that  the  above  is  a miftake,  and 
that  he  fell  in  fome  fldrmifli  near  to  his  own  houfe. 

At  a fmall  diftance  from  Elds  Captain,  is  Elds-mawry  at  pre- 
fent  the  property  of  Sir  Edward  Erice  Lloyd,  bart.  of  Eengwern,  in 
right  of  his  worthy  grandmother,  Frances,  daughter  and  heirefs 
to  Bell  Jones,  fecrerary  in  the  civil  board  of  ordnance  in  the 
Tower.  He  ere6teda  handfome  monument  in  JVhiteford  church 
in  memory  of  his  father  Robert  Jones,  and  others  of  his  predecef- 
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fors.  He  died,  and  was  buried  in  the  chapel  of  the  Tower, 
aged  49,  near  the  remains  of  his  wife  Frances,  who  died  No- 
vember 24th,  1723,  aged  48. 

About  a mile  farther,  the  turnpike,  which  is  named  the  Flint 
road,  crofles  the  upper  road  from  Newmarket  to  Holywell. 

It  is  the  firft  turnpike  known  on  the  Holyhead  road.  The 
adl  was  obtained  in  1755,  and  contained,  befides  the  diftrid  of 
Flint,  thofe  of  Ellejmere,  Chefter,  and  Meld.  The  part  in  queftion 
is  called  Llwybr-hir,  or  the  long-path,  for  it  extends  along  the 
mountain  weftward,  as  far  as  Brick-kiln. 

Lususes.  On  the  right  hand,  as  you  pafs  towards  that  hamlet,  on  a 
rocky  elevated  part,  called  Gelli,  is  a multitude  of  loole  ftones, 
lying  on  the  furface.  They  are  of  the  lime-ftone  kind,  mere 
lujufes,  aifuming  moft  fingular  forms ; fome  are  excavated,  and 
often  perforated.  This  muft  have  been  done  when  they  were  in  a 
foft  ftate,  for  fince  their  formation  nothing  has  fallen  on  them  but 
the  rain  of  heaven,  and  that  could  not  effect  the  phenomenon. 
Entrenchment.  Scattered  over  this  part  of  the  mountain  are  feveral  rounded 
tumuli-,  and  to  tlie  left,  at  fome  diftance,  is  a work,  pro- 
bably coeval  with  them.  On  the  Hope  of  the  weft  part  of 
the  race-ground  is  an  entrenchment  of  a circular  form,  about 
a hundred  and  fixty-three  feet  in  diameter,  furrounded  with  a 
low  bank,  and  on  the  outfide  of  that  with  a ditch  -,  in  one  part 
very  fhallow,  in  the  other  more  deep.  This  circle  could  not 
have  been  defigned  as  a poft,  or  place  of  retreat  from  an  enemy. 
Its  entrenchm.ent  is  weak,  and  it  might  eafily  be  commanded 
from  above  by  the  rifing-ground.  Poffibly  it  might  have  been 
for  fome  religious  purpofe,  or  for  a place  of  council,  or  for  ha- 
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rangulng  the  people,  who  might  aflemble  round  the  outfide,  and 
readily  hear  what  was  delivered  to  them. 

On  returning  along  Llwybr-hir,  I rejoin  tht  Newmarket  road, 
at  the  place  I had  left  it,  near  a great  inclofure  belonging  to  Sir 
Roger  Mojlyn,  called  'Ty-maen.  Within,  near  to  the  road,  is  a 
great  mount,  now  planted  with  fir-trees,  the  fite  of  a caftelet, 
probably  a feat  of  Owen  Bendew,  which  my  friend  and  fellow- 
tTaveller,  the  late  Rev.  John  Lloyd,  fuppofed  to  have  been  one 
of  the  habitations  of  that  chieftain.  Owen  was  lord  of  Legengl 
in  1079,  and  one  of  the  fifteen  tribes  of  North  Wales.  He 
was  diftinguifhed  by  the  name  of  Bendew,  or  Bendew.  I have 
eonfulted  Davies's,  and  all  our  diblionaries,  and  can  find  no 
other  tranflation  of  the  word  than  Lhkk-Jcull.  Of  him  are 
defcended,  as  the  MS.  of  the  Rev.  Lewis  Owen  (my  authority) 
fay,  many  worthy  families,  among  them  Ithel  ap  Rotperf,  arch- 
deacon of  Begengl,  who  was  living  in  the  years  1375 
1393,  and  the  Bithels,  and  a great  many  families  befides.  I 
might  venture  to  mention  the  living  defcendants  of  the  great 
Bendew  ; for  the  unfortunate  idea  of  charader  impreffed  by  the 
is  entirely  worn  out.  They  are  only  to  be  known  by 
their  arms,  argent,  three  boars  heads  couped,  a chevron  fable. 

The  extinbt  families  were  the  Wynnes,  of  Galedlom,  and 
Caerwis-,  Piers  of  Llanafaph  and  of  Merton  TJglan,-  and  the 
Williams's  of  Merton,  both  of  the  parifli  of  Whiteford ; the 
Parrys,  of  Colejhill  and  Bafingwerk  -,  the  Ffachnalts,  of  Ffachnalts, 
in  the  parifh  of  Mold ; and  the  Griffiths,  of  Pant  y LU  wndj,  in 
Llanhaja  parilh,  and  Griffiths  of  Caerwis  hall  j all  of  whom  arc 
now  extinfl,  unlefs  it  may  be  in  the  female  line, 
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A LITTLE  farther  on  the  left,  on  the  common,  are  two  raifed 
mounts  of  a conoid  fhape,  called  Gorfeddau,  a name  common  to 
all  of  the  fame  kind.  According  to  our  learned  Rowlands  (fee 
p.  69)  it  is  derived  from  the  cuftom  which  the  Druids  had  of 
fitting  aloft  on  them,  when  they  pronounced  their  fentences,  and 
made  their  folemn  orations  to  the  people.  ‘ Multa^  fays  C^Jar, 

‘ de  Deorum  immortalium  vi  et  -pot  eft  ate  diftputant,  et  juventute  tra- 
‘ duntd-  The  cuftom  of  promulging  the  laws  in  the  Ifte  of  Man 
from  their  Dinwald,  a larger  but  fimilar  mount,  has  its  origin  in 
Druidifm.  A certain  officer  takes  the  place  of  the  Druid,  and 
makes  known  to  the  people,  who  ftand  beneath,  the  inftitution  of 
the  new  law. 

On  the  mountain  oppofite  to  the  place  called  Penffordd  y 
Waen,  are  other  remains  of  the  antient  Britons,  one  or  two 
tumuli,  and  near  one  of  them  an  upright  ftone  j and  a little 
farther  is  another,  its  tumulus  poffibly  deftroyed.  Thefe  are  the 
Meini  Gwyr,  Meini  Hirion,  and  Lleche,  differently  denominated  in 
different  places.  Thefe  were  fometimes  memorials  of  great 
events,  fometimes  monumental,  as  in  the  prefent  cafe.  There 
are  illuftrations  of  both  in  the  book  of  Genefis,  ch.  xxxv.  v.v. 
14,  20.  On  the  pillar  which  Jacob  eredfed,  after  he  had  the 
gracious  favor  of  converfing  with  the  Deity  face  to  face,  he 
made  a libation  of  oil : on  that  raifed  on  the  grave  of  his  wife 
Rachel,  he  omitted  that  refpedf. 

I NOW  advance  towards  my  conclufion,  and  fhall  attempt  the 
more  interefting  topics  of  the  rural  ceconomy  of  my  native 
pariffi,  and  its  mineral  and  commercial  advantages.  In  relpedl 

to 


BOUNDARIES  OF  THE  PARISH. 


121 


to  fize  and  population,  it  may  rank  among  the  moll  important 
in  this  divifion  of  our  principality. 

It  is  bounded  on  the  eafl:  by  the  Chefter  Channel^  the  Seteia 
^fimrium  of  Ptolemy.  Its  inhabitants  at  that  time  were  the  Or- 
dovices ; but  whether  in  fo  long  a period  any  of  the  antient 
blood  at  prefent  runs  in  our  veins,  is  extremely  uncertain.  The 
fouthern  boundary  of  this  parifli  is  that  of  Holywell ; the  northern, 
thofe  of  Llan  A/aph,  Newmarket^  and  Cwtn  j and  the  weftern, 
thofe  of  Hremerchion  and  Caerwis. 

The  whole  length  of  the  pari  fh,  from  its  eaftern  extremity,  not 
far  from  Holloway  turnpike-gate,  to  the  extremity  of  the  townfhi]} 
^re'r-Abhoty  is  about  four  miles  two  furlongs.  Its  greateil 
breadth,  from  the  fea-fide  near  Llanerch-y-mor,  fo  Foel-da,  ad- 
joining to  TJkiviog  paridi,  is  near  three  miles  four  furlongs.  The 
northern  part,  which  is  its  length,  is  in  general  a rapid  defcent 
of  two  miles  three  quarters  and  136  yards,  reckoning  from 
Pen-y-ffordd  JVaen,  to  Llanerch-y-mor.  All  beyond  to  the 
fouth  and  to  the  weft  is  Pegen  mountain,  or  the  old  Fegenia,  a 
large  extent  of  plain  fwelling  into  gentle  rifings,  covered  chiefly 
with  heath,  and  mixed  with  grafs,  unlefs  where  the  llme-ftone 
ftratum  appears  above  the  furface. 

Being  on  the  fpot,  I ftiall  give  ftrft  fome  account  of  our 
minerals,  the  fource  of  wealth  to  the  land-owner,  and  of  wealth, 
but  oftener  poverty,  to  the  adventurous  miners,  who,  like  ad- 
venturers in  a lottery,  to  which  miners  may  truly  be  compared,  - 
are  tempted  by  the  good  fortune  of  others  to  rifque-  and  fre- 
quently lofe  their  ail.  If  they  are  fuccefsful,  they  never  think 
of  a future  day,  but  enjoy  their  fortune  in  good  living,  forgetflil 
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ROMANTOOLS. 

of  the  pains  it  coft:  them,  till  all  is  gone,  and  they  are  again 
compelled  to  take  to  hard  labor.  After  a life  of  diffipation  they 
fmk  under  the  fatigue,  lofe  their  health,  and  early  become  a 
burthen  to  the  community,  by  adding  to  the  load  of  paupers 
under  which  it  groans. 

The  want  of  gun -powder,  in  early  times,  with  the  Romany 
was  a great  impediment.  Inftead,  we  find  that  great  fires  were 
ufed  ; the  rock  intenfely  heated,  and  cracks  formed  in  it  by  the 
hidden  infufion  of  water  j P//«y  fays  of  vinegar.  The  wedge  or 
pick-ax  was  then  infinuated  into  the  apertures,  and  the  ftone  or 
ore  forced  out.  Miners  often  difcover  the  marks  of  fire  in 
antient  mines.  I am  in  poflcflion  of  a little  wedge,  five  inches 
and  a quarter  long,  prefented  to  me  by  the  late  Mr.  Smedley^  of 
Bagillt  Hally  difcovered  in  working  the  deep  fifiures  of  Dalar 
Goch  rock,  in  the  parilh  of  'Dijerthy  in  this  county.  This  little 
inftrument  affords  a proof  of  its  antiquity,  by  being  almoft  in- 
tirely  incrufted  with  lead  ore.  It  had  probably  lain  in  the  courfe 
of  fome  fubterraneous  ftream,  which  had  brought  along  with  it 
the  leaden  particles,  and  depofited  them  on  the  iron. 

Pick-axes  of  an  uncommon  bulk,  and  very  clumfy,  have 
been  difcovered  in  the  bottom  of  the  mineral  trenches ; thefe 
feem  to  have  been  the  fame  with  the  fra5laria  of  the  RomanSy 
pick-axes  of  enormous  fize,  ufed  by  the  miners  in  the  gold 
mines  of  S’^ain.  Buckets  of  fingular  conftruftion,  and  other 
things  of  ufes  unknown  at  prefent,  have  been  found  among  the 
antient  mines. 

My  good  friend,  that  thorough  honefl:  mine-agent  Mr. 
Thomas  Edwardsy  of  Saith  Aelwydy  lately  brought  to  me  a frac~ 
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taria  and  a wedge,  found  in  a fhafc  in  our  parifh,  at  the  depth 
of  fixty  yards.  The  wedge  had  at  the  thicker  end  a fquarc 
perforation,  through  which  a flick  was  to  be  thrufl,  which  was 
held  by  a man,  whilft  another,  with  repeated  flrokes  of  a mallet, 
drove  the  inftrument  into  a crack  it  was  to  force  open. 

I AM  alfo  indebted  to  Mr.  Edwards  for  a plate  of  lead  of  the 
fhape  of  the  foie  of  a fhoe,  with  an  elevated  rim  round  the  fides, 
and  furnifhed  alfo  with  a hooked  handle  to  hang  it  in  the  fiffures 
of  the  rocks  of  the  mines,  evidently  defigned  to  have  placed  on 
it  a lamp,  to  give  the  miners  light  in  their  fubterraneous  opera- 
tions. This  and  another  were  found  at  the  depth  of  fixty  yards 
in  a Roman  mine. 

O UR  mineral  tradl  is  from  Pen-yr-allt,  or  Bryn-digriy  in  a line 
to  the  weftern  borders  of  Holywell  parifli.  Its  extent  to  north 
and  fouth  is  very  narrow.  The  turnpike  road  by  Kelyn  and  Ben^- 
y-ffordd  IVaen^  as  far  as  Creecas,  defcribes  its  courfe  eafl  and  weft. 
This  part  goes  under  the  name  of  the  Whiteford  Rake,  and  is 
nearly  the  fummit  of  the  parifh  in  this  part.  The  veins  on  the 
eaft  fide,  when  they  dip  into  the  fields,  fcarcely  ever  bear. 

The  veins  run  either  north  or  fouth,  or  eaft  or  weft ; the 
laft  are  generally  found  moft  profitable.  It  is  fmgular,  that  the 
ore  got  in  the  firft  fcarcely  ever  produces  filver  worth  the  re- 
finer’s labor. 

The  ores  differ  in  quality.  The  lamellated  or  common 
kind,  ufually  named  potter’s  ore,  yields  from  fourteen  hundred 
to  fixteen  hundred  and  a quarter  of  lead  from  twenty  hundred 
of  the  ore : but  the  laft  produce  is  rare. 
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The  quantity  of  filver  produced  from  our  lead  is  alfo  vari- 
able. The  upper  part  of  a vein  of  lead  ore  is  always  richeft 
in  filver  j the  bottom,  in  lead.  Our  refiners  will  affay  any  lead 
that  will  yield  ten  ounces  in  the  ton  of  lead  and  upwards.  The 
ufual  produce  is  fourteen  ounces  : fixteen  have  been  gotten  j 
but  acquifitions  of  ‘that  kind  within  this  circuit  are  extremely 
uncommon. 

On  the  fide  of  the  Whiteford  Rake  are  the  ruins  of  a large 
building  called  Carrickfergus,  probably  from  being  founded  by 
fome  adventurer  from  that  town,  for  the  purpofe  of  fmelting 
the  ore  got  in  its  neighborhood.  It  is  near  a century  old,  and 
ere<5led  when  the  furnaces  were  conftruded  in  a manner  very 
different  from  thofe  of  the  prefent  times  for  by  the  remains  of 
the  chirnnies  they  feem  to  have  been  formed  like  thofe  of  the 
modern  iron-furnaces. 

The  depth  of  our  lead-mines  are  various.  Rich  veins  have 
been  difcovered  to  the  depth  of  ninety  yards. 

The  veins  are  found  either  in  the  lime-ftone  rock  or  that  of 
chert.  Thefe  frequently  go  to  unknown  depths;  the  ore  is  pur- 
fued  extremely  far  indeed  ; and  when  it  ceafes,  the  unprofitable 
is  ufually  found  to  confift  of  fpar. 

Gravel  ore,  or  lumps,  from  forty  tons  weight  to  the  fize  of 
a hazel-nut,  are  often  difcovered  in  what  the  miners  C2i]i  flats,  or 
ioofe  ground  full  of  gravel,  tumblers,  and  the  like.  It  is  rounded 
and  fmoothed  on  the  furface,  as  if  it  had  been  rolled  in  violent 
waters  : but  within  is  pure,  lamellated,  and  rich.  It  is  a potter’s 
ore,  reduced  to  this  form  by  accident. 
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There  is  no  afcertaining  the  quantity  of  lead  ore  which  is 
annually  taken  up  in  our  parilh,  nor  yet  that  of  lead  exported. 
It  is  included  in  the  cuftom-houfe  books  at  Chefier^  in  the  general 
account  of  the  produce  of  the  mineral  parts  of  this  county,  and 
t\\2Lt  Denbigh.  The  number  of  tons  exported  in  1792,  is  as 
follows  1 


Coaftways. 


Foreign. 

540  tons  of  lead. 
150  ore. 


4497. 

761. 


About  fifty  years  ago  about  feventeen  hundred  weight  of  cop-  Copper  Ore. 

per  ore  was  difcovered  in  a tenement  of  my  father’s  called  Cathe- 
rine George* s ■,  which  on  being  aflayed  was  found  to  be  very  rich ; 
but  none  has  been  difcovered  fince,  notwithftanding  the  ground 
has  been  diligently  fearched. 

Lapis  CALAMiNARis,or  calamine,  isfound  in  very  great  quan-  Calamine'# 
titles  almoll  the  whole  way  I have  mentioned,  but  increafcs  in 
plenty  as  we  advance  eaftward.  It  is  found  in  veins  like  lead  ore, 
often  by  itfelf  j fometimes  mixed  with  ore,  which  renders  the  break- 
ing and  feparating  a work  of  labor  and  expence  j what  is  found 
in  thefe  parts  is  generally  of  the  cavernous,  boney,  or  cancellated 
kinds.  This  mineral  was  the  Cadmia  of  Pliny , lib.  xxxiv.  c.  lOj 
and  the  Stone-cadmia  of  Strabo^  lib.  hi.  248.  The  Romans  knew 
its  ufes  in  making  of  brafs  j therefore  cannot  be  fuppofed  to  have 
overlooked  fo  neceffary  an  ingredient.  The  remains  of  the  brafs- 
founderies,  difcovered  in  our  kingdom,  Ihew,  that  they  were  ac- 
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quainted-with  it.  The  knowlege  of  this  mineral  in  after-ages 
was  long  loft.  Before  the  reign  of  Elizabeth , much  was  im- 
ported from  Sweden  i but  at  that  period  it  was  difcovered  again 
in  the  Mendip-hills  ; and,  fortunately,  at  the  fame  time  that  the 
working  of  the  copper-mines  in  thofe  of  Cumberland  was  re- 
newed. Our  county  abounds  with  it ; but,  till'  within  thefe 
fixty  years,  we  were  fo  ignorant  of  the  value,  as  to  mend  our 
roads  with  itj  which  have  of  late  years  been  turned  up  in  a hun- 
dred places  moft  fuccefsfully  to  recover  the  loft  wealth.  It  was 
John  Barrowy  a miner,  from  the  Mendip-hills  (whom  I well  re- 
member living  in  this  parifti)  who  firft  made  us  acquainted  with 
this  valuable  mineral,  having  long  worked  in  the  calamine  mines 
of  his  own  country. 

• It  appears  that  this  mineral  trad:  (which  is  called  the  Pant- 
•vein)  has  yielded  ore  from  -very  early  times.  In  the  laft  century 
there  have  been  no  very  rich  veins ; but  then  it  is  almoft  always 
yielding  , fomething,  and  of  later  years  has  been  particularly 
produdive  of  calamine.  In  the  beginning  of  this  century  Sir 
’Tbomai  Grofvenoiir  had  a good  mine  of  lead  ore  on  the  fide  of 
the  road.  My  grandfather  had  another.  The  benevolent,  chari- 
table Mr^  Edwards y of  Brinford,  had  another.  The  Mr.  Jones y of 
CelyHy  had  another.  The  laft  is  faid  to  have  put  a trap-door  to  the 
top  of  the  fliaft,  and  to  have  locked  it,  and  made  ufe  of  the  trea- 
fure  below  as  a bank,,  which  he  had  recourfe  to  according  to  his' 
wants.  All  thefe  mines  are  on  the  lame  vein,  which  is  an  eaftr 
and  weft.  Sir  ithomas  Grojvenour'^  mine  was  included  in  the  vaft 
mineral  grant,  poirelfed  by  his  anceftor,  fee  Pour  in  WaleSy  i.  p.  76.* 
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All  the  other  freeholders  work  on  their  refpeftive  freeholds.  Sir 
Roger  Mojiyn  on  his  manor  of  Mojiyn,  and  on  his  freehold. 

A Mr.  Francis  Leicefler,  of  Vauxhull,  gives  an  account  of 
this  vein  in  a fmall  pamphlet,  called  ‘ The  little  Mine  Adven- 
^ ture,’  publifhed  in  1702.  He  ftyles  himfelf  the  prefent  ieffee, 
and  gives,  I believe,  a good  plan  of  the  vein  in  an  annexed 
map. 

Black  Jack,  Zinc,  Pfeudo-galena,  is  met  with  in  large  qiianti-  Black  Jack. 
ties  near  the  eaftern  extremity  of  the  parifh.  It  is  found  to  anfwer 
the  purpofes  of  calamine.  It  has  hitherto  been  only  exported 
to  Brijiol  ■,  and  is  fold  there  at  the  rate  of  4/.  10s.  per  ton,  deli- 
vered. We  have  it  in  a metallic  form,  of  a blueilh  grey  color, 
and  again  of  the  colors  of  the  dark  femi-pellucid  ambers. 

Cronjied,  ii.  p.  779.  Magellan's,  ed.  calls  the  firft,  Zincum  ferro 
Julphurato  miner alijatum  j the  other,  ' Zincum  calciforme  cum 
ferro  Julphuratum. 

This  femi-metal,  and  its  ore,  has  been  long  known  in  India, 
and  imported  from  thence  in  a metallic  ftate,  under  the  name  of 
tutenag,  as  early  as  the  year  1647.  It  had  even  been  fufed  in 
the  Gojlar  Mmts,,  as  early  as  1617.  fecret  of  its  being 

an  ingredient  in  making  brafs,  did  not  reach  us  till  the  year  1738  j 
when  it  was  communicated  to  us  by  Mr.  Von  Swob.  I refer 
to  the  learned  Bilhop  JVatJon's,  entertaining  and  inftruftive  works, 
for  a full  account  of  this  ufeful  mineral.  Let  me  here  inform 
the  reader  from  the  fame  authority,  (iv.  p.  2.)  that  by  the  ac- 
cident of  the  Dutch  taking  a Fortugueje  fhip  laden  with  cala- 
mine, we  learn  the  origin  of  the  name,  it  being  derived  from  the 
Arabic,  calaem,  the  fame  mineral  as  our  calamine,  which  is 
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plentifully  found  in  the  peninfula  of  Malacca^  and  probably  in 
other  parts  of  India. 

A MOST  excruciating,  and  often  fatal  diforder,  frequently  at- 
tacks the  miners  who  work  in  the  hard  veins  of  lead  ore,  or  of 
blackjack,  or  of  fuch  as  are  folid  and  lodged  between  fides,  or 
immerfed  in  the  rock.  The  diforder  is  called  the  Felyn^  from 
Felyny  a mill.  It  may  be  tranflated  into  Mill-dijlempery  becaufe 
it  was  at  firft  moft  frequent  in  the  fmelting- mills  j but  fora 
confiderable  time  part:  has  ceafed  in  thofe  buildings ; and  that 
happinefs  may  be  dated  from  the  period  in  which  lime  has  been 
ufed  as  a flux  for  the  lead  ores. 

In  the  mines  it  arifes  from  the  workmen  being  obliged  to 
ufe  the  pick-axe  in  the  hard  veins  to  get  the  ore  out.  The  mi- 
nute particles  fly  about,  and  are  taken  down  into  the  flomach, 
and  into  the  lungs.  This  occafions  a moft  obftinate  coftivenefs, 
attended  with  moft  dreadful  pains,  which  have  been  known  to 
laft  fourteen,  and  even  twenty-one  days,  and  attended  with  a 
ftrong  fymptomatic  fever. 

‘ William  Spencery  a miner,  worked  in  Meilxry  (a  mine  near 
‘ Holywell)  in  a clofe  confined  fituation,  and  where  the  ore  was 
‘ of  a particular  hard  nature.  He  was  attacked  annually,  during 
‘ fifteen  or  fixteen  years,  (ufually  in  the  fpring)  with  an  acute 

* pain  in  the  pit  of  his  ftomach,  extending  itfelf  downwards,  with 

* a griping  pain  in  the  bowels ; and  attended  with  a violent 
‘ reaching,  vomiting,  coftivenefs,  and  tenefmus.  His  bowels 
‘ and  abdominal  mufcles  were  much  contradled,  his  pulfe  feeble 

* and  low,  he  was  fubjed  to  cold  clammy  fweats,  and  an  unufual 
‘ coldneft  of  his  extremities.  In  the  efforts  to  vomit,  he  fome- 

‘ times 
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* times  parted  with  a quantity  of  bile ; and  in  each  evacuation 
‘ I obferved  a depofition  of  a number  ©f  particles  of  lead,  by 

* parting  with  which  he  found  great  relief.  The  coftivenefs 

* continued  fometimes  eight,  nine,  or  ten  days,  notwithftanding 

* the  repeated  ufe  of  purgatives,  (chiefly  caftor-oil,  in  large 
‘ dofes,  which  I found  to  be  the  mofl:  efFedlual  remedy). 
< When  this  was  got  the  better  of,  and  a ftool  procured,  I ob- 
f lerved  in  each  evacuation  a quantity  of  lead,  by  which,  from 
‘ the  relief  he  obtained,  his  pulfe  became  better,  the  contraction 
^ of  his  bowels  difappeared,  and  likewife  the  cold  clammy 

fweats.  In  three  or  four  days,  and  in  the  tv/o  lafl  attacks,  he 
' felt  a fimilar  acute  pain  in  the  lower  part  of  his  belly,  attended 
‘ with  a fcantinefs,  pain,  and  difficulty  in  voiding  his  urine.  I 
^ confequently  fufpefted  that  fome  leaden  particles  might  have 
' found  their  way  into  the  bladder,  and  gave  him  fome  diuretic 
‘medicines,  as  balfam  of  copail>a}  gum.-arakic,  and  oil  of  juniper. 

‘ In  the  courfe  of  twenty-four  hours  his  urine  was  voided  much 
‘ eafler,  and  in  greater  quantity,  and  he  parted  with  as  much 

* pure  lead  by  urine  as  would  lie  on  a fliilling.  He  in  the  latter 
‘ part  of  his  days  became  afthmatic,  andaveak,  and  died  Nov.  30, 

‘ 17  94,  in  the  5 1 ft  year  of  his  age.’  ‘ . 

I AM  obliged  to  Mr.  WUliam  Denman,  of  Holywell,  furgeon, 
for  the  above  account  of  the  fad  diforder  j but  more  materially 
to  his  fldll,  and  my  excellent  conftitution,  for  a fpeedy 
recovery  in  the  laft  fpring  ( April  2 P.  M.)  from  the  con- 

fequences  of  a knee-pan  fnapped  in  two  tranfverfely,  by  no  other 
violence  than  by  ftepping  down  two  fteps  inftead  of  one. 
After  a ftridl:  recumbency  of  near  feven  weeks,  in  pof- 
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fefiion  of  high  fpirits,  fulnefs  of  faculties,  and  enjoyment  of  my 
favorite  amu foments,  I uofe  from  my  bed,  with  the  grateful  pro- 
Iped;  of  pairing  the  remainder  of  my  days  with  my  prior  adlivity 
little  impaired}  thankful  to  Providence  for  gracioufly  adding 
this  blefllng  to  the  numbers  of  others  it  has  fhowered  on  me 
during  my  long  and  various  life. 

Chert,  which  I have  mentioned  before,,  as  being  often  the 
lodgement  of  the  mineral  veins,  is  tht  petroftlex,  and/^^/>/V  corneus, 
of  Cronjiedt,  i.  189.  It  is  of  a flinty  nature,  and  the  only  one  of  that 
clafs  we  have  in  our  county.  Nodular  flints,  the  attendant  on  chalks,^ 
are  quite  unknown  here.  This  is  in  the  neighborhood  oflime-ftone, 
as  flints  are  concomitant  with  chalk.  It  is  an  opaque  ftone,  fome- 
times  plain,  often  varied  with  ftripes.  I have  fpoken  of  it  as  a ma- 
trix of  the  ores.  I now  confider  it  as  ufeful  in  manufadtures.  It  is 
frequently  cut  out  of  its  quarries  in  great  maflTes,  and  fent  to  the 
pottery  countries  of  Spaffordjhire-,  firfl,  for  the  purpofes  of  form- 
ing Hones  to  grind  and  comminute  the  calcined  flints,  which  are 
the  great  ingredients  in  the  ftone  ware ; and  I think  it  is  itfelf 
calcined,  and  being  homogeneous  with  the  purer  flints,  ferves  alfo 
for  the  fame  purpofes.  Much  of  it  is  found  in  the  midft  of  our 
hills,  finking,  as  I have  faid,  to  depths  unknown.  In  Sir  Roger 
Moftyn'%  land,  near  Pen-yr-allt,  where  the  upper  part  of  the  pa- 
rifh  hangs  abrupt  over  the  lower,  it  forms  the  broken  precipitous 
front,  and  has  been  of  late  quarried  out  for  exportation.  Bifhop 
TVatJon,  (ii.  263)  fays,  that  it  fells  in  Derbyjhire  at  eight  fhillings 
ton.  The  duke  of  Rutland  contents  himfelf  with  five  fhillings 
per  ton,  as  lord  of  the  rock.  The  workmen  have  three  fhillings 
for  raifing.  I leave  the  reader  to  confult  the  right  reverend  au- 
thor 
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thor  for  the  procefs  of  calcining,  &c.  The  knowlege  may  be 
of  ufe  to  my  countrymen,  whether  it  is  any  way  related  to  the 
Petunje  oi  t\\G  Chineje,  p.  2,73.  It  may  not  be  wrong  to  confult 
our  late  legatine  voyagers  to  China  for  that  purpofe. 

Our  lime-ftone  is  a genuine  marble,  often  pure,  often  filled  Lime.Stone^ 
with  entrochi  and  Ihells,  compofed  entirely  of  homogeneous 
matter.  I have  mentioned  the  immenfity  of  the  beds  : but  it  is  ' * 
often  found  mixed  with  calamine  and  ore.  Its  ufes  cannot  be 
unknown  to  any,  whether  in  building,  whether  for  the  purpofes 
of  agriculture.  I am  fenfible  its  application  is  not  extended  as 
far  as  it  ought  to  be  j (but  more  of  that  under  the  article 
Rural  (Economy.)  Here  I may  fay  that  it  is  the  common  flux 
ufed  by  the  fmelters  in  the  fufing  the  lead  ores ; which  has  taken 
off  much  of  the  noxious  effedt  it  formerly  had  on  the  fmelters,  who 
were  engaged  in  the  operation,  and  on  the  cattle  who  fed  on  the 
grafs  within  reach  of  the  fmoke. 

On  the  weft  fide  of  Celyn  rake.  Is  a large  ftratum  of  a 
deep  grey  lime-ftone,  which,  when  calcined,  makes,  mixed  with 
common  lime,  an  excellent  cement  or  terras,  for  works  con- 
ftrufled  in  water.  It  is  nearly  equal  to  the  Aherdour  ftone  from 
South  Wales ^ of  which  much  has.  been  imported  for  the  ufes  of 
our  great  buildings  on  the  Holy w ell 

Of  fpars  we  have  in  abundance  the  white  opaque  kind  j but  Spars. 

I think  none  of  the  fine  refradling  fpars,  or  the  Cryftallim  IJlan-^ 
dicum,  which  is  frequent  in  the  neighboring  pariflies. 

Petroleum,  rock-oil,  or  what  the  Weljh  call  it  y menin  tyl-  Petroleums. 
with  tegi  or  fairies  butter,  has  been  found  in  the  lime-ftone  ftrata 
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In  our  mineral  country.  It  is  a greafy  fubftance,  of  an  agrcea^ 
blc  fmell ; and  I fuppofe  afcribed  to  the  benign  part  of  thofe 
imaginary  beings.  It  is  efteemed  ferviceable  in  rheumatic  cafes, 
rubbed  on  the  parts  affedted.  It  retains  a place  in  our  Difpenfary. 

I SHALL  juft  mention  two  or  three  adventitious  bodies  difco- 
vered  at  vaft  depths  in  our  mines.  We  have  been  often  fur- 
prifed  with  finding  great  rude  logs  of  timber,  at  the  depth  of 
rw'enty-five  or  forty-five  yards  under  ground.  They  are  quite 
rough,  and  totally  freed  from  any  fufpicion  of  having  been  ufed 
in  the  mines,  even  had  they  not  been  met  with  in  new  or  un- 
worked ground,  in  blue  clay,  and  amidft  tumblers.  They  are 
firm  and  ftrong  when  firft  taken  up,  and  of  a black  color,  as  if 
they  had  been  burnt. 

Shells,  efpecially  .concha  nnomia^  are  very  common,  fome- 
times  loofe,  but  more  frequently  immerfed  in  the  lime-ftone. 

I NOW  quit  the  heights,  and  go  down  a fteep  defeent,  about 
half  a mile,  into  the  lower  part  of  the  parifh.  The  mouth  of  a 
level,  and  a fliallow  flsaft  near  it,  difeovers  the  change  of  ftrata. 
TJie  chert  and  the  lime-ftone  quite  difappear,  and  in  their  place 
appear  firft'  the  beds  of  lhale,  black,  fliattery,  and  foon  diftbluble 
when  expofed  to  the  weather.  It  is  the  fymptom  of  approach- 
ing coal,  and  the  covering.  Cronjledt,  i.  259,  calls  it  a pyrlta- 
ceous  JchiJluSy  and  gives  it  other  epithets,  according  to  its  con- 
tents. It  is  often  found  in  beds  of  imrnenfe  thicknefs,  and  often 
filled  with  inflammable  air,  which  frequently  burfts  out  to  the 
great  inconveniency  arid  danger  of  the  workmen.'  It  is  alfo  im- 
pregnated with  bitumen,  which  adds  to  its  powers.  In  many 
parts  of  the  kingdom  it  is  found  to  contain  quantities  of  alum ; 
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and  £0  be  worked  for  the  pnrpofe  of  extracting  from  it  that  ufe- 
fui  article.  The  trial  is  worth  making.  In  our  parts  we  have 
the  fame  advantages  of  coal  for  the  procefs,  and  water-carriage 
for  the  exportation,  as  Whitby  has.  Coals  begin  to  appear  in 
their  unprofitable  beds,  at  a fmall  diftance  to  the  eaft  j half  a 
mile  further,  in  great  bodies,  and  of  an  excellent  quality. 

The  collieries  of  and  Bychton  have  been  worked  for  a 

very  confiderable  fpace  and  in  the  laft  century  fuppliedO^^M^and 
the  eallern  fide  of  Ireland  with  coals.  They  were  difcovered  in  the 
townlhip  oIMeJiyn,  .as  early  as  the  time  of  Edward  1.  as  appears 
by  an  extent  of  that  place,  in  the  twenty-third  year  of  that  reign. 

I REMEMBER  many  fluctuations  in  their  hate.  They  are  now 
in  the  mofl:  flourifhing  which  I ever  remember,  inferior  only  to 
that  in  which  they  were  in  the  latter  end  of  the  late,  and  the  be- 
ginning of  the  prefent  century.  The  rife  of  the  collieries  at  White- 
haven,  which  interfered  with  our  trade  to  Dublin,  was  one  caufe 
of  their  decline  ■,  but  another  great  caufe  was  a natural  one,  the 
lofs  ef  the  channel  of  the  river  Dee.  We  ftill  load  a few  fmall 
veflels  for  the  neighboring  coafts  of  North  Wales.,  But  our  pre- 
fent profperity  arifes  from  the  great  works  of  copper  plates, 
bolts,  and  flieathings  for  fliips,  and  the  works  of  brafs  eftabliflied 
of  late  years  near  the  town  of  Holywell.  To  them  may  be 
added  the  confumption  occafioned  by  the  increafe  of  population, 
by  the  acceffion  of  the  cotton  manufadures ; and,  finally,  the  vafl: 
quantities  ufed  for  burning  of  lime,  the  efied  of  the  happy  in- 
provement  in  agriculture,  annually  increafing  for  numbers  of 
years.  I do  not  mention  our  obligations  to  the  numerous 
fmeldng-houfes  for  lead,  a§  they  hav^  been  eflabliihed  among  us, 
during  time  immemorial. 
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I REMEMBER  a quay  beneath  the  Mofiyn  collieries,  built  by  the 
grandfather  of  the  prefent  Sir  Roger  Moftyn^  at  which  fmall 
veflels  ufed  to  take  in  their  lading.  And  I alfo  remember  on 
the  fhore  the  walls  which  fupported  the  wheels  and  other 
machinery  of  a water-engine  for  draining  the  colliery.  ■ Of  this 
I have  a drawing  by  Mr.  Dinely,  whom  at  p.  54,  I have  re- 
lated to  have  vifited  Mojlyn,  in  the  year  1684, 

This  engine  feems  to  have  been  formed  on  the  model  of  fome 
of  thofe  ufed  in  the  German  mines  in  the  time  of  George  Agricola.. 
See  the  reprefentation  of  feveral  from  p.  148  to  p.  158,  in  his 
T reatife  de  Re  Metallica.  T his  celebrated  author  fiorilhed  in  1550* 

STATA  IN  THE  BYCHTON  COLLIERIES. 


Feet.  Inch. 

1.  Red  Marie  and  Clay,  « - - - -120- 

a.  Shale,  - -150 

3.  Free-ftone,  - - --  --  --  - 

4.  Coal,  3 feet  i common,  6 feet,  - - 90 

5.  Shale,  - --  - - -^-----300 

- ; 6.  Goal,  - - - ---,-  - 2 3 

7.  Strong  Shale  and  Rock,  - - - - -120  o 

8.  Coal,  - --  --  --  --  - -150 

9.  Strong  Shale  and  Rock,  - - - - - 4^  o 

10.  Coal,  - --  --  --  --  - 90 

11.  Rock,  or  Free-ftone,  - -----270 

12.  Coa.\j  canal,  - --  --  --  --  12 

13.  Rock,  or  Free-ftone,  - --  - - -240 

14.  Coal,  - 10 

15.  Hard  Rock,  - --  --  --  --  51  o 

Carried  over  - 358  5 

16.  Coal, 
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Feet.  Inch. 

Brought  over  - 358  5 

16.  Coal,  - --  --  --  --  --  60 

17.  Rock  and  Shale,  - --  --  --  - 60  o 

18.  Black  Shale,  - --  --  --  - -36  a 

19.  Coal,  - --  --  --  --  --  TO 

20.  Fine  Brick  Clay,  - --  --  --  30 

21.  Coal,*  - --  --  --  --  --  3® 

22.  Rock,  - --  --  --  - - -480 

23.  Coal,  - --  --  --  --  --  39. 

24.  Shale,  - --  --  --  --  --  06 

25.  Coal,  - --  --  --  - - --  39 

26.  Rock, - -300 

27.  Coal,  - --  --  --  --  --  39 
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The  beds  of  coal  dip  from  one  yard  in  four,  to  two  in  three ; Coal. 

they  immerge  between  the  eftuary  of  the  Dee,  are  difcovered  again 
on  the  fouch-fide  of  Wiraly  in  Chejhirey  as  if  correlponding  with 
fome  of  the  Flintjhire.  They  remain  as  yet  loft  on  the  northern 
part  of  the  fame  hundred,  but  are  found  a third  time  in  vaft 
quantities  in  Lancajhirey  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  Merfey. 

Their  extent  from  weft  to  eaft,  in  this"’  country,  may  be  rec- 
koned from  the  parifti  of  Llanafay  through  thofe  of  Whitefordy 
Holywelly  Flinty  Northopy  and  Hawarden.  Our  coal  is  of  differ- 
ent qualities,  fuited  to  the  variety  of  demands  of  the  feveral  forts 
of  founderies  in  the  neighborhood.  Sometimes  is  alfo  found  the 
peacock-coal  of  Dr.  Ploty  remarkable  for  the  beauty  of  its  ftir- 
face,  gloflfed  over  witli  the  changeable  brilliancy  of  the  colors 
of  that  beautiful  bird, 
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TiJE  bctis  of  canal  are  inferior  indeed  in  elegance  to  thofe  of 
Liincdflnrey  but  greatly  ^coveted  by  the  lime- burners. 

Coals  were  known  to  the  Britons,  before  the  arrival  of  the 
Romans,  who  had  not  ev-en  a name  for  them  j yet  ‘Theo- 
phrajius  deferibes  theiin-vepy  accwately,  at  left  three  centuries 
before  the  time  of  Cajar  and  even-  fays  that  they  were  ufed 
by  workers  in  brafs..  It  is  highly  probable  that  the  Britons 
made  ule  of  them.  It  is  certain  they  had  a primitive  name 
for  this  foflif  that  of  Glo , and  as  a farther  proof,  I may  add,  that 
a flint-ax,  the.  inftrument  aborigines  of  our  ifland,  was  dif- 
covered  ftuck  in  certain  veins  of  coal,  expofed  to  day  in  Craig  y 
ParCi'm  MonmouthJhire-,  and  in  fuch  a fituation  as  to  render  it 
very  accelTible  to  the  unexperienced  natives,  who,  in  early  times, 
were  incapable  of  purfuing  the  veins  to  any  great  depths.  The 
artlefs  fmelters  of  antient  times  made  ufe  of  wood  only  in  thein 
operations,  as  w'e  find  among  the  reliques  of  their  heartlis. 

At  a ftiort  diftance  from  the  fliale  appear  the  beds  of  free- 
jftone,  firft  on  the  fide  of  the  dingle  Nant  y hi,  and  from  thence 
above  the  coal,  terminating  in  the  cliffs  in  the  parts  of  Pre  By ch- 
ton  and  Pre  Mojlyn,  which  are  walked  by  the  fea. 

In  the  townfhip  of  Pre  Moftyn,  near  the  Ihore,  is  a cliff  of  a. 
very  lingular  appearance,  looking  like  the  fe mi- vitrified  lava  of 
a volcano.  The  ftratum  is  in  front  univerfally  changed  in  its 
difpofition,  and  run  into  a horrible  mafs  of  red  and  black  j often 
porous,  in  all  parts  very  hard.  In  it  is  a hollow,  a vein  in  which 
was  lodged  the  pyritical  matter  that  took  fire,  which  continued 
burning  by  its  own  fhlogifion,  (fee  Bilhop  Watjon,  i.  167,  to 
p.  2.00.)  and  caufed  the  phenomenon.  Its  fury  chiefly  raged 
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towards  the  front,  and  diminiflied  gradually  in  the  internal  part 
of  the  bedj  which,  at  fome  diftance  within  land)  appears  only  dif- 
colored.  The  ftratum  is  a fand-ftone  of  the  common  fort  (Da 
Cojla's  Fojfilsy  133.)  I am  informed,  that  thefe  appearances  are 
not  uncommon  in  Derby/hire-,  a.nd  that  ’b/ir.  Fer her,  an  ingenious 
Swede y and  Mr.  Whitehurfiy  our  ingenious  countryman,  -have 
taken  notice  of  them  in  their  writings. 

I SHALL  here  introduce  the  rnention  of  damps  found  in  col-  A Fire-Damp. 
lieries,  which  are  not  unfrequent,  and  fometimes  adt  with  amaz- 
ing fury,  and  fatal  confequences.  There  are  two  fpecies,  the 
fuffocating,  and  the  fire.  The  lafl;  is  very  rare  in  the  lead-mines, 
unlefs  in  .thofe  parts  where  the  Jhaky  or  attendant  on  coal, 

begins.  The  firft  kills  inftantaneoufly,  by  its  mephitic  vaporj  and 
is  a difafter  common  to  negledted  vaults,  and  draw-wells;  The 
other  is  inflamnnable,  and  burns  and  deftrpys  in  a dreadful  man- 
ner, as  the  colliers,  through  negligence  in  not  fetting  fire,  to  the 
vapor  before  it  gets  to  a head,  do  often  experience.  The  mofi: 
tremendous  inftance  was  on  February  3d,  1675,  in  a coal-work 
•at  Moftyriy  which  I lhall  relate  from  the  PhilpJo;phical  Franfadlions  y 
•and  fo  conclude  the  account  of  our  mineral  concerns; 

‘The  damp  had  'been  perceived  for  fome  time  before,  re- 
fembling  fiery  blades,  darting  and  ^croffing  each  other  from 
‘ both  fides  of  the  pit.  The  ufual  methods  were  taken  to  free 
‘ the  pit  from  this  evil,  After  a ceffation  of  work  for  three  days, 

* the  fteward,  thinking  to  fetch  a compafs  about  from  the  eye  of 
the  pit  that  came  from  the  day,  and  to  bring  wind  by  a fecure 
‘ way  along  with  him,  that,  if  it  burft  again,  it  may  be  done 
without  danger  of  men’s  lives,  went  down,  and  took  two  mpn 
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* along  with  him,  which  ferved  his  turn  for  this  purpofe.  He 

* was  no  fooner  down,  but  the  reft  of  the  workmen  that  had 
' wrought  there,  difdaining  to  be  left  behind  in  fuch  a time  of 
‘ danger,  hafted  down  after  them  j and  one  of  rhem,  more  indif- 
‘ creet  than  the  reft,  went  headlong  with  his  candle  over  the 

* eye  of  the  damp  pit,  at  which  the  damp  immediately  catched, 

^ and  flew  up,  to  and  fro,  over  all  the  hollows  of  the  work,  with 
‘ a great  wind,  and  a continual  fire ; and,  as  it  went,  keeping  a 
‘ mighty  great  roaring  noife  on  all  fides. 

* The  men,  at  firft  appearance  of  it,  had  moft  of  them  fallen 
‘ upon  their  faces,  and  hid  themfelves  as  well  as  they  could,  in 

* the  loofe  flack,  or  fmall  coal,  and  under  the  fhelter  of  pofts  ; 

* yet  neverthelefs,  the  damp  returning  out  of  the  hollows,  and 

* drawing  towards  the  eye  of  the  pit,  it  came  up  with  incredible 
‘ force  j the  wind  and  fire  tore  moft  of  their  clothes  off  their 
‘ backs,  and  finged  what  was  left,  burning  their  faces  and  hands; 

* the  blafts  falling  fo  fharp  on  their  fkin,  as  if  they  had  been  whipt 

* with  cords.  Some  that  had  lefs  fhelter  were  carried  fifteen  or 

* fixteen  yards  from  their  firft  ftation,  and  beaten  againft  the  roof 

* of  the  coal,  and  fides  of  the  pofts,  and  lay  afterwards  a good 
^ while  fenfelefs,  fo  that  it  was  long  before  they  could  hear  or  find 

* one  another.  As  it  drew  up  to  the  day-pit,  it  caught  one  of 

* the  men  along  with  it  that  was  next  to  the  eye ; and  up  it 
‘ comes,  with  fuch  a terrible  crack,  not  unlike,  but  more  fhrill, 

* than  a cannon,  that  was  heard  fifteen  miles  off,  with  the  wind, 
‘ and  fuch  a pillar  of  fmokc  as  darkened  all  the  fky  over-head 

* for  a good  while.  The  brow  of  the  hill  above  the  pit  was 
eighteen  yards  high,  and  on  it  grew  trees  of  fourteen  or  fifteen 
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^ yards  long ; yet  the  man’s  body,  and  other  things  from  the  pit, 

‘ v/ere  feen  above  the  tops  of  the  higheft  trees,  at  left:  lOO  yards. 

* On  this  pit  ftood  a horfe-engine,  of  fubftantial  timber,  and 
‘ ftrong  iron-work  j on  which  lay  a trunk,  or  barrel,  for  winding 
‘ the  rope  up  and  down,  of  above  looo  pounds  weight ; it  was 

* then  in  motion,  one  bucket  going  down,  and  the  other  coming 

* up  full  of  water.  This  trunk  was  faftened  to  that  frame  with 

* locks  and  bolts  of  iron  j yet  it  was  thrown  up,  and  carried  a good 
‘ way  from  the  pit;  and  pieces  of  it,  though  bound  with  iron 
' hoops  and  ftj  ong  nails,  blown  into  the  woods  about  ;'fo  like- 
‘ wife  were  the  two  buckets ; and  the  ends  of  the  rope,  after  the 
‘ buckets  were  blown  from  them,  ftood  awhile  upright  in  the 

* air  like  pikes,  and  then  came  leifurely  drilling  down.  The 

* whole  frame  of  the  engine  was  ftirred  and  moved  out  of  its 
^ place  ; and  thofe  men’s  clothes,  caps,  and  hats,  that  efcaped, 

* were  afterwards  found  Ihattered  to  pieces,  and  thrown  amongft 

* the  woods  a great  way  from  the  pit.’ 

Another  of  thefe  damps  happened  in  the  fame  lands  within  Another  in  1751. 
my  memory.  In  the  year  1751,  one  man  was  beat  to  pieces  in 
the  bottom  of  the  pit.  Two  others  were  taken  up  alive,  but 
died  foon  after ; and  two  others  furvived,  but  were  moft  dread- 
fully burnt : and  one  who  is  now  living,  remains  a dreadful  evi- 
dence of  the  effeds  of  the  damp.  All  his  fingers  burnt  off,  and 
his  vifage  terribly  disfigured. 

I SHALL  here  deferibe  agitations  of  the  earth  derived  from  Earthquakes. 
other  caufes,  which,  dreadful  as  they  have  been  in  diftant  coun- 
tries, have  here  occafioned  little  more  than  a momentary  alarm. 

I have  at  this  houfc  felt  four  Ihocks  of  the  earthquake.  I fliall 
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relate  tlieir  efFe6ls,  from  the  PhiloJopJoical  'Tranfa5fions,  in  whicfi 
they  are  recorded.  On  April  2d,  1750,  between  the  hours  of 
ten  and  eleven  at  night,  I was  greatly  alarmed  with  a violent 
Ihock  of  an  earthquake.  I,  who  was  in  bed,  was  frequently 
moved  up  and  down ; and  the  bed,  having  caftors,  was  removed 
fome  fmall  fpace  from  its  proper  fituan’on. 

During  the  fhock,  a great  noife  was  heard  in  the  air;  and, 
fome  nights  before,  lights  were  feen  in  the  fky ; fuch  as  were 
previous  to  the  earthquake  in  town. 

I HAVE  fujmmed  up  the  remainder  in  a letter  to  Sir  Jofeph- 
Banksy  baronet,  K.  B.  which  had  the  honor  of  being  read  before 
the  Royal  Society,  on  January  25th,  following,  and  afterwards 
printed  in  the  ^ranja^ionsy  vol.  Ixxi.  p.  193. 

‘ Dear  Sir,  * ' Downingy  Dec.  12,  178 r.^ 

* It  is  very  fingular,  that  in  three  days  after  my  return  home,  I 
‘ fliould  be  reminded  of  my  promife  by  a repetition  of  the  very 

* phenomenon  on  which  I had  engaged  to  write  to  you  : for  on 
' Saturday  laft,  between  four  and  five  in  the  evening,  we  were 

* alarmed  with  two  fiiocks  of  an  earthquake  ; a flight  one,  im- 

* mediately  followed  by  another  very  violent.  It  feemed  to  come 
‘ from  the  north-eaft,  and  was  preceded  by  the  ufuai  noife.  At 

* prefent  I cannot  trace  it  farther  than  Holywell. 

‘ The  earthquake  preceding  this  was  on  the  29th  of  Augufiy 
‘ 1780,  about  a quarter  before  nine  in  the  morning.  I was  fore- 
‘ warned  of  it  by  a rumbling  noife,  not  unlike  the  coming  of  a 

* great  waggon  into  my  court-yard.  Two  fiiocks  immediately 

* followed,  which  were  ftrong  enough  to  terrify  us.  They  came 

5 ‘ from 
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* fl'om  the  north-weft  j were  felt  in  Anglejea^  at  Caernarvon^  Llan-^ 

* rwjl,  in  the  vale  of  Clwyd  fouth  of  Denbigh^  at  this  houfe,  and  in 
‘ Holywell  3 but  I could  not  difcover  that  their  force  extended  any 

* farther. 

‘ The  next,  in  this  Retrograde  way  of  enumerating  thefe  pheno- 

* mena,  was  on  the  8th  September ^ 1775,  about  a quarter  before 

* ten  at  night.  The  noife  was  fuch  as  preceded  the  former  j and  the 

* ftiock  fo  violent  as  to  ftiake  the  bottles  and  glafles  on  the  table 
' round  which  myfelf  and  fome  company  were  fitting.  This 

* feemed  to  come  from  the  eaft.  I lee  in  the  Gentleman's  Maga- 

* tcine  of  that  year,  that  this  ftiock  extended  to  Shropjhtfe,  and 

* quite  to  Bath,  and  to  Swanjea  in  South  Wales. 

‘ The  earlieft  earthquake  I remember  here  was  on  the  loth  of 

* April,  1750.  It  has  the  honor  of  being  recorded  in  the  Philo- 
^Jophical  ’PranJaSiions  j therefore  I lhall  not  trouble  you  with  the 

* repetition  of  what  1 have  faid. 

‘ Permit  me  to  obferve,  that  I live  near  a mineral  country,  in 
‘ a lituation  between  lead-mines  and  coal-mines ; in  a fort  of 

* neutral  tra6l,  about  a mile  diftant  from  the  fii  ft,  and  half  a mile 

* from  the  laft.  On  the  ftrifteft  inquiry  I cannot  difcover  that 
‘ the  miners  or  colliers  were  ever  fenfible  of  the  (hocks  under 

* ground ; nor  have  they  ever  perceived,  when  the  ftiocks  in 
‘ queftion  have  happened,  any  falls  of  the  loofe  and  ihattery 
' ftrata,  in  which  the  laft  efpecially  work  ; yet,  at  the  fame>timei 

* the  earthquakes  have  had  violence  fufficientto  terrify  the  inha- 

‘ bitants  of  the  furface.  ■ • 

‘ To  this  obfervation  I may  add,  that  no  eruptions  of  water 

* were  ever  obferved  to  follow  the  fliocks  j no  water  from  the  vaft 

* refervoirs 
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* refervoirs  of  that  element,  formed  in  the  deferted  pits,  which 
‘ have  often  burft  through  the  hollow  which  contained  them,  and 
‘ more  than  once  drowned  the  unhappy  colliers  who  have  been 
‘ working  beneath. 

‘ I HAVE  feen  in  prints  an  obfervation  of  fome  gentleman 
‘ learned  in  earthquakes,  that  the  caufe  of  thofe  I have  mentioned, 

* which  leave  the  fliattery  ftrata  of  the  coal-mines  unaffected,  to 
‘ have  been  eleClricity,  which  in  thefe  inflances  moved  equally 

* and  gently,  fo  as  not  to  caufe  any  concuffion,  or  to  go  perhaps 
‘ far  below  the  furface,  fo  that  they  leave  the  worked  depths 

* totally  untouched. 

‘ None  of  thefe  earthquakes  were  local ; for,  excepting  the 

* firft,  all  may  be  traced  to  very  remote  parts.  The  weather 

* was  remarkable  (till  at  the  time  of  every  earthquake  I have 
^ felt. 

* I remain  with  true  regard,  &c. 

‘ T.  P.  ’ 

The  quadrupeds  of  this  parifh  are  common  to  many  parts 
of  England.  Yet  I fhall  give  a catalogue  of  them  in  our 
anticnt  tongue,  and  affix  to  them  thofe  in  the  Englijh.  ’ 

I.  In  refpeCl  to  the  Marche  Ceffyl,  the  horfe,  the  cafegov  mare, 
dijpaidd-farcb  or  gelding,  there  are  abundance  in  our  parifh, 
ufed  chiefly  in  the  carriage  of  coal,  and  our  mineral  wealth ; but 
as  to  fine  large  black  horfes  ufed  in  the  coach,  and  by  the  richer 
farmers,  fcarcely  any  are  bred  in  our  parifh,  but  numbers  arc 
bought  from  thofe  of  Nortbopy  Moldy  and  HopOy  in  our  county, 
which  are  far  from  a difgrace  to  the  gentleman’s  equipage. 

2.  The 
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2.  The  mul,  or  mule,  is  very  rare  with  usj  but  the 

3.  AJytii  or  afs,  is  in  great  plenty,  iifcd  by  the  poor  to  carry  coal, 
to  eafe  themfelves  of  part  of  the  expence  of  turnpike.  It  for- 
merly was  applied  for  the  carriage  of  ore  ; but  fince  the  improve- 
ment in  our  roads,  has  been  quite  lain  afide  for  that  purpofe. 

4.  Ta^tarWy  bull  j buwch,  cow;  ych,  eidiotiy  ox;  llo,  calf,  or 
whatfoever  goes  under  the  general  adopted  name  of  cattail  or 
more  properly  gwarthag,  or  cattle,  produces  nothing  worthy  of 
note  in  Whiteford  pariih.  Neither  cheefe  nor  butter  for  fale  made  ' 
from  their  milk,  excepting  for  family  confumption.  There  is 
only  one  ox-team  in  the  pariih  ; but  that  is  a remarkab’y  fine 
one.  It  is  the  property  of  Sir  Roger  Mojiyny  and  ufed  on  his  noble 
demefn,  which  is  kept  in  admirable  order.  I muft  not  conceal^ 
that  Sir  Roger  would  be  the  beft  farmer  in  the  parifh,  if  he  was 
permitted  to  have  his  own  way : but  no  one  can  be  ignorant  of 
the  tenacity  of  fervants  to  old  cuftoms,  and  the  difficulty  of  over- 
coming ingrafted  obftinacy. 

5.  The  hwrddi  maharen,  or  ram ; dafadyt'Nt-,  oeriy  lamb.  Sheep 
in  general  are  not  greatly  cultivated  in  our  parifh, : many  in- 
deed are  turned  out  by  the  farmers  on  Tegen-momtainj  but  the 
gentry  chiefly  buy  their  flock  for  the  table  from  Llangollen  and 
other  places. 

6.  Bwchj  the  he-goat  igafr,  the  female ; myny  the  kid,  are  very 
little  favored,  even  in  the  county  at  large.  I keep  a few  on  my 
mountain  Glol,  for  the  fake  of  any  invalids  who  may  want  their 
refloring  milk. 

7.  Hyddy  the  buck  or  fallow-deer  ; ewlgy  the  doe;  elain,  the 
fawn,  Br.  Zool.  i.  N®  7.  are  kept  in  Mojlyn  park,  and  give  a 
venifon  of  uncommonly  good  flavor. 


8.  Baeddy 


8.  Baeddi  the  boar ; hwch^  fow  ; jmochyny  hog,  have  nothing  in 

the  breed  particularly  worthy  notice.  • • ' 

9.  Ou^  ci,  dog;  and^(3y?,  bitch ; are  under  the  fame  predicament. 

10.  Uwynogy  dog-fox;  llwynogesy  bitch-fox,  Br.  Zool.  i.  N“  1 1 j 
are  too  frequent. 

11.  Cath-goedy  the  wild  or  wood-cat,  Br.  Zool.\.  N®  12. 
has  been  frequently  feen  in  our  woods,  but  I believe  arc  now  ex- 
tirpated. The  laft  which  was  killed  was  about  eight  years  ago. 

12.  Pry-llwydy  pry-penbrithy  the  badger,  Br.  Zool.  i.  N“  13. 
An  animal  found  in  our  parifh:  but  neither  here  nor  in  other 
parts  of  the  kingdom  a common  animal. 

1 3.  Ffwl-bardy  polecat,  fitchet,  Br.  Zool.  i.  N®  14.  Common 
and  deftru6tlve. 

14.  Bela-graigy  the  martin,  Br.  Zool.  i.  N°  15.  The  kind 
intended  is  the  martin  with  a white  throat,  a fweet-fcented, 
elegant  animal,  which  in  my  younger  days  I have  kept  tame. 
They  inhabited  our  woods.  The  laft  time  in  which  I have 
known  one  taken,  was  about  fifteen  years  ago. 

15.  Bronweriy  the  weefel,  Br.  Zool.  i.  N®  17.  Not  unfrequent. 

16.  Carlwniy  float  or  ermine,  Br.  Zool.  i.  N®  18.  More  com- 
mon than  the  former.  1 have  feen  this  animal  more  .than  once 
in  my  grounds,  wholly  changed  (tail  excepted)  to  a fnowy 
whitenefs ; and  alfo  partly  white,  partly  brown. 

17.  Dyfr-giy  the  otter,  Br.  Zool.  i.  N®  19.  This  animal  is 
feldom  feen  in  this  parifh.  It  is  certain  that  they  have  pafled  to 
and  from  Chejhirey  over  the  channel,  at  low  water. 

1 8.  TJgyfarnogy  the  hare,  Br.  Zool.  i.  N®  20. 

19.  Cwiwairy  the  fquirrel,  Br.  Zcol.  i.  N®  23.  This  elegant 
animal  enlivens  our  woods.in  numbers. 


20.  PatheWy 
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20.  Pathew,  the  dormoufe,  Er.  ZooL  i.  N“  24.  Very  rare  in  our 
parifli. 

21.  Llygoden  Ffrengig^  the  black  rat,  Br.  Zool.  i.  N"  25.  Ffren- 
gig  fignifies  French,  as  if  it  had  been  imported  from  France ; which 
originally  it  might  have  been,  with  every  animal  we  polTefs,  before 
the  feparation  of  Gaul  from  Britain,  by  the  convulfion  which 
formed  the  Streights  of  Dover*,  Whether  our  anceftors  had  any 
tradition  of  its  being  of  a later  importation,  (as  the  diftinftion 
might  imply)  is  unknown  to  me.  They  have  long,  fince  been 
extirpated  by  the  Brown  Rat.  The  lafb  1 have  feen  in  this  parilh, 
was  at  my  old  houfe  at  Bychton.  They  are  ftill  found  in  our  ca- 
pital : the  fpecimen  of  one  taken  there  is  preferved  in  the  col- 
led:ion  of  Britijh  animals  near  the  Pantheon.  ' 

The  Brown  Rat  is  a modern  importation,  and  has  no  name 
in  the  Britijh.  It  is  a peft  to  all  countries  it  has  fettled  in,  (fee 
Br.  -Zool.  i.  N“  26,  and  Hiji.  ^adr.  ii.  N*  375.) 

‘ 23.  Llygoden  y dwr,  water  rat,  Br.  Zool.  i.  N*  27.  Once  very 

common  in  the  meadow  below  my  houfe. 

24.  Llygoden  ganoleg,  Llygoden  y maes,  field  moufe.  Br,  Zool.  i. 
N“  28.  . . 

' 1^.  Llygoden,  comrnon  moufe,  N®  30,  has  fometimes  been 
-found  white  in  our  parifh. 

26.  Llygoden  gwttalr  maes,  fhort- tailed  moufe,  N”  31, 

27k  Llygoden  goch,  Chwijllen,  Llyg,  fhrew,  N°  32. 

28.  IVadd,  Fwch  daear,  mole,  N“  34.  Sometimes  white  in 

my  grounds.  , ^ 

29.  Draenpg,  Draen  y coed,  , urchin,  or  hedge-hog,  N*  J5 — 

.)  . ■ . * ^ • 't” 

. * See  in,n7y /() /Zv  iii,  iy-.  v» 

U humbly 


BIRDS. 


humbly  petitions  mankind  to  defifi  from  all  farther  perfecutions  y. 
declaring  themfelves  innocen.  of  the  various  charges  brought 
againft  them,  particularly  for  that  of  fucking  cows  j refting  their 
acquittal  on  this  fimple  plea — the  impoffibility.  They  could  not 
effedl:  it,  by  reafon  of  the  fmallnefs  of  their  mouths  j nor  the  cows 
permit,  by  reafon  of  the  lliarpnefs  of  their  teeth. 

20.  Moel-- hoHy  fcal,  N**  3.  By  ftorms  one  was  once  taken 
on  our  fhore. 

3 1.  TJilumi  the  common  bat,  N’  41. 

SixDS.  The  Buzzard  and  the  Kejirils  annually  build  in  the  tall  pines 
near  my  houfe.  I believe  them  to  be  the  left  noxious  of  the  rapa- 
cious tribes,  I therefore  fpare  them  j they  animate  the  air,  as  well 
as  other  birds  do  the  woods.  Both  feed  principally  on  mice. 
The  evolutions  of  the  laft,  and  their  beautiful  fufpenfion  in 
the  air,  are  pleafing  fpedlacies,  and  contribute  to  grace  the 
feenery. 

T HE  owl  tribe,  in  ray  opinion,  do  not  render  night  hideous. 
Their  bootings,  and  their  other  notes,  break  finely  into  the  ftill- 
nefs  of  the  evening ; and  their  form  and  fapient  looks,  are  a Angu- 
lar variation  among  the  feathered  tribe.  The  white  owl,  that 
ufeful  fpecies,  is  gratefully  fpared,  as  k is  moft  particularly  ini- 
mical to  mice.  Its  chafe  after  the  different  kinds  of  field-mice 
is  very  amufing,  while  it  Ikims  along  the  meadows.  The  beauty 
of  its  plumage  is  admirable  j let  that  be  the  excufe  for  giving  the 
figure  of  a bird  that  is  not  extremely  rare. 

• The  turtle,  Br.  Zool.  i.  N®  103,  is  very  rare  in  North  Wales, 
They  prefer  the  thick  woods  of  beech  or  oaks,  in  the  county  of 
Buckingham^  or  of  oaks  in  the  fevcral  weftern  counties.  Yet,  in  a 
6 late 
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late  winter,  three  made  my  grounds  a vifit,  and  continued  about 
three  weeks.  They  were  perfectly  tame,  and  undifturbed  by  the 
frequent  vifits  we  made  to  admire  thefe  ftrangers. 

The  long-tailed tit-mouje,  Br.  Zool.  i.  N*  i66,  with  its  numerous 
brood,  pafles  annually  through  my  garden.  They  flit  from  tree  to 
tree,  as  if  on  their  progrefs  to  fome  other  place,  never  making  any 
halt. 

The  Nut-cracker i Br,  Zool.  i\.  App.  tab.  iii.  Latham^  i.  p.  400, 
is  an  accidental  vifitant  of  this  ifland.  One  was  killed  in  the  gar- 
den at  Mojlyn  in  1753.  On  the  continent  it  extends  from  Ger^ 
many  to  Kamtfchatka,  and  inhabits  the  vaft  forefts  of  pines.  It 
alfo  neftles  on  lofty  towers,  and,  like  the  jackdaw,  is  very  noify. 
In  fize  it  is  about  equal  to  that  bird.  Its  colour  is  rufty  brown, 
prettily  marked  with  triangular  fpots  of  pure  white.  It  feeds  on 
nuts  (which  it  breaks  with  its  bill)  alfo  on  fir-cones,  acorns,  ber- 
ries, and  infefts.  Its  bill  is  as  ftrong  as  thatof  t he  wood-pecker, 
which  enables  it  to  pierce  the  bodies  of  trees,  and  make  great 
havock  among  the  timber. 

Vast  numbers  of  water-fowls  frequent  our  fliores  in  the  win- 
ter time,  chiefly  ducks  and  wigeons.  In  very  fevere  weather, 
variety  of  others  emigrate  here  j but  none  excepting  thofe  which 
accidentally  vifit  every  other  maritime  part  of  Great  Britain. 

I SHALL  conclude  this  mention  of  the  birds  with  an  account  of 
a Angular  accident  difcovered  in  a turkey  which  was  killed  for 
my  table.  The  cook  in  plucking  it  found  herfelf  much  wounded 
in  the  fingers.  On  examining  the  caufe,  it  was  found,  that  from 
the  thigh-bone  of  the  bird  iflfued  a fhort  upright  procefs,  and  to 
that  grew  a large  and  ftrong  talon,  with  a fharp  and  crooked 
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davv,  (ixa^lly  refembling  that  cf  a bird  of  prey.  Every  heat! 
was  fet  to  work  to  explain  the  caufe  cf  this  wondrous  pheno- 
menon. The  efFefls  of  fright,  of  conceit  on  the  minds  of  the 
female,  human  and  brute,  in  the  flate  of  pregnancy,  was.  then 
confidered,  and  all  the- various  inftances  of  monftrous  produc- 
tions. I have  heard  of  a'  duckling,  which,  to  the  furprize  of  a 
grave  family,  waddled  from,  its  'neft  with  a long  ferpentine  tail  ‘ 
inftead  of  its  natural  rump.  This  was  readily  rcfolved  into  a 
fright  the  mother- duck  took,  at  finding,  when  it  went  once  to 
lay,  a fnake  coiled  up  in  the  neft,  as  .was  a real  fa£t.  I confulted 
the  learned,  but  found  the  do61;rine  of  terror  and  fancy  totally 
exploded.  I then- confulted  the  Memoirs  of  the  Royal  Academy 
of  Sciences  at  Brohdingnag  •,  and,  to  my  inexpreflible  fatisfadlion^ 
found  that  the  opinion  of  that  illuftrious  body  coincided  with  my 
own:  fo  I put  down  this  uncommon  accident  as  no  more  than  a 
Relplum  Scalcath,  or,  in  the  modern  phrafe,  a lufm  mtura^ 

The  tides  recede  here  fo  very  far  as  to  deny  us  any  variety 
of  fifli. The  fpecies-moft  plentiful  are  of  the  flat  kind,  fuch 
as  flounders,  a few  plakre,  fmall  foies',  and  rays.y''Dabs  vifit  us 
\t\  Noiiemher.  Smear  Dabs,  Br.  Zool.  iii.  N°  106,  alfo  vifit  ouf’’ 
fea  3 and  in  the  laft  year  was  taken  that  rare  fpecies  of  flounder 
-whiff,  the  figure  of  which  is  given  in  Britijb  Zoologyy 
N’  III.  ■-  ' . 

THA-rttifbots  of  a-  large  fize  are  found  in  our  neighborhood,' 
is  evident;  twice  in  my  life  I had  one  brought  to  me  which 
weighed  twenty-two  pounds.  There  have  been  a few  others 
taken  here  of  tlie  fame  fize,  but  the  inftances  are  rare. 
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Various  other  fifhes  are  taken  off  our  coafl;  accidentally. 
Among  them  is  the  Filhing  Frog,  or  Angler,  Br,  7.coL  iii.  N*"  5 i. 
And  once  a large  Angel  or  Monk  (5r.  ZooL  iii.  N'’  39.)  fiili 
got  into  my  fiHierman’s  nets.  The  man  was  very  poor,  I there- 
fore thought  he  might  get  a little  mioney  by  exhibiting  it  at 
Chejler.  I gave  him  a few  inflruflions,  and  drew  up  for 
him  a curious  advertlfement ; but  the  rogue  went  beyond  his 
indrudlions,  for  as  foon  as  he  arrived  in  the  city,  he  fent  the 
bellman  about  to  notify  his  arrival,  and  that  of  his  wonderful 
monfter  j fignifying  that  Squire  Pennant  had  confulted  all  his 
books,  and  could  not  find  the  like.  His  fuccefs  was  great,  for 
he  got  ten  pounds  by  the  curiofity  of  the  good  people  of  Chejler.  ■ 
When  the  fmell  grew  intolerable,  he  fold  it  to  another  poor  per- 
fon,  who  fluffed  the  Ikin,  and'  diftended  it  to  a m.oft  dreadful 
form,  and  carried  it  to  Worcejier,  and  the  internal  parts  of  England^ 
where  I doubt  not  his  fuccefs  was  equal  to  that  of  poor  Phomas 
Bludsfitld. 

* Advertifement. 

‘TO  THE  CURIOUS.  July,  1761. 

To  be  feen  at  the  upper  White  Bear,  in  Bridge-Street,  in  this 
‘ City,  (now  in  its  Road  to  the  Royal  Society) 

‘THE  STUPENDOUS  SEA  MONSTER,. 

‘ P alien  alive  on  the  Coajls  of  PJorth  Wales. 

* It  is  the  mioft  am^azing  prodigy  the  great  deep  everproduced, 

‘ being  headed  like  a bull-dog,  mouthed  like  the  ravenous 
‘ fliarke,  and  armed  with  a four- fold  row  of  teeth.  It  has  a- 
* breaft  like  the  human  kind,  wings  like  thofe  an  eagle,  and  a 

‘ tail 
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* tail  very  like  that  of  a fi(h.  It  could  fly,  walk,  and  fwim,  and 
‘ was  fo  fierce  as  to  keep  three  men  at  bay  for  two  hours,  before 

* it  could  be  taken. 

‘ This  amazing  monfter  has  given  the  greatefl:  fatisfadlion  to 

* all  that  have  viewed  it  j and  may  now  be  feen  at  the  fmall 

* expence  of  three-pence. 

* N.  B. — The  Proprietor  of  this  wonder  is  willing  to  oblige 
‘ perfons,  by  bringing  it  to  their  houfes,  on  paying  double 
‘ price.* 

Sting  Ray.  That  rare  fpecies  of  fifh  the  Sting  Ray^  Br,  Zool.  iii.  N®  38, 

is  fometimes  taken  in  our  channel.  It  is  greatly  dreaded  by  our 
filhermen,  on  account  of  the  dangerous  fpine  ilTuing  from  the 
tail,  with  which  it  might  give  a mortal  wound.  From  the 
Britijh  Zoology,  I fhall  add,  that  the  terror  of  its  weapon  fup- 
plied  the  antients  with  many  tremendous  fables  relating  to  it. 
Pliny,  Mlian,  and  Oppian,  have  given  it  a venom  that  affedbs  even 
the  inanimate  creation.  Trees  that  are  Uruck  by  it  inftantly  lofe 
their  verdure,  and  perilh,  and  rocks  themfelves  are  incapable  of 
refilling  the  potent  poifon. 

The  enchantrefs  Circe  armed  her  fon  with  a fpear,  headed 
with  the  fpine  of  the  trygon,  a fpecies  of  fling-ray,  as  the  moft 
irrefiflible  weapon  Ihe  could  furnilh  him  with,  and  with  which  he 
afterwards  committed  parricide,  unintentionally,  on  his  father 
Ulyjfes.  But  we  need  not  dive  into  antiquity  for  the  fatal  applica- 
tion of  the  fpine  of  fome  of  the  ray  genus.  The  inhabitants  of 
certain  parts  of  South  America,  and  of  fome  of  the  new-difcovered 
iflands  in  the  Pacific  Qceant  flill  head  their  fpears  with  the  fpines 
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of  the  congenerous  kinds,  which  prove  far  more  tremendous  than 
tl-Jofe  pointed  with  iron,  in  ufe  among  the  European  warriors. 

The  Herring  in  this  fea  is  extremely  defultory.  At  times  Hehifing 
they  appear  in  vaft  fhoals,  even  as  high  as  Chefter\  arrive  in  the 
month  of  November y and  continue  till  February ; and  are  fol- 
lowed by  multitudes  of  fmall  veffels,  which  enliven  the  chan- 
nel. Great  quantities  are  taken,  and  faked ; bur  are  generally 
fhotten  and  meagre.  The  laft  time  in  which  they  appeared 
here  in  quantities  was  in  the  year  1766  and  1767. 

A few  Anchovies,  Br.  Zool.  iii.  N“  163,  have  been  taken  ofF-ANeHovr, 
this  parilh,  particularly  in  1765.  R^yy  in  his  Philofophical  Let- 
ters, p.  47,  faw  fome  at  Chefter  in  the  year  1669. 

The  Argentine,  Br.  Zool.  ii.  N®  156,  a very  rare  filh,  not  much 
above  two  inches  long,  has  alfo  been  taken  in  our  channel. 

In  my  father's  younger  days,  Cod-fijhy  of  confiderable  fizes, 
and  in  vaft  quantities,  were  taken  on  the  back  of  the  Hyle  fands, 
but  have  deferted  the  place  beyond  my  memory. 

The  Weever,  Br.  Zool.  iii.  N°  71,  is  very  common  here,  and  Wbbveiu 
equally  dreaded  in  thefe  parts  as  they  are  on  the  different  Ihores  of 
England.  Pliny,  lib.  ix.  c.  27,  48;  2LndiyElian,  lib.  ii.  c.  50.  men- 
tions this  fpecies,  its  dorfal  fpine,  and  its  dangerous  effects,  under 
the  name  of  Draco ; and  Pliny  again  under  that  of  Araneus. 

Our  fhore  is  not  produdive  of  any  variety  of  cruft acea,  or  of 
fhells.  We  have  cancer  mcenas,Q>x  the  common  crab  j and  the 
cancer  crangon,  or  fhrimp.  The  laft  is  here  fo  peculiarly  deli- 
cious, that  had  Apicius  failed  from  Minturna  to  the  Flintjhirc 
ihores,  to  have  feafted  on  them,  as  he  did  to  thofc  of  the  Sinus 
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Hippcnenf  s,  in  Africa^  to  indulge  on  the  congenerous  Iccujia  *■  of 
that  fea,  he  would  not  inftantly  have  returned  indignant,  as-  he 
did  from  thence,  at  finding  himfelf  deceived  in  the  report  of  their 
excellency,  but  remained  ort  our  coaft,  wallowing  in  epicurifni 
the  whole  of  the  happy  feafon. 

As  to  fliells,  we  have  only  one  fpeciesu  we  can  call  new,  the  tro- 
ches uha,  Br.  Zool.  iv,  N“  120.  tab.  Ixxxvi.  fig.  120.  It  is  very 
fmall,  not  exceeding  the  fize  of  a grain  of  wheat,  con  fills  of  four 
fpires,  the  firft  fweliing  : the  color  deep  brown.  Thefe  are  found 
in  great  numbers,  lodged  in  the  ulva  la5iuca^  on  our  fhores. 


Among  the  rarer  plants  of  our  parifli,  are  the  lithofpermium 
arvenje^  Syji.  PL  i.  385.  Corn  Cromwell,  or  baftard  Alkanet, 
Cerardy  610. 

Anchuja  fempervirens , Syjf.  PL  i.  389.'  Never-dying  borage, 
Gerardy-j^^ , 

Pkellandrium  ^aquaticuniy  SyJi.  PL  701.  Flor.  Scot.  i.  163. 
,Commoji  water  hemlock,  Gerardy  1063.  - 

Campanula  ^ latifoUuy  Syft.  P/.  ‘1458.  ' Giant '‘throat- wort, 
Gerardy  I \ ^ 

Chlora  perfoliatay  Syft.  PL  ii.  161.  Flor.  Scot.  p.  200.  Yellow 
centorie,  Gerardy  547,  Elegant,  and  rather  fcarce.  ■ * 

Frifolium  fragiferumy  Syft.  PL  559.  Strawberry  trefoil, 
'(Gerardy  1268!  •'  ^ : 1.  . 

Gl’ragopogon  pratenjey  Syft.  PL  iii.  61 1.  Flor.  Scot.  426.  ‘Purple 
goat’s  teard,  73 <.  " ' -c  i.n 


* Rondel,  Fife,  p.  $55*^ 
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The  Rev.  Mr.  Lightfoot  difcovered  in  our  dingles.  In  the 
month  o^May,  a variety  of  t\itAnenome  Nemoroja)  Syft.  PL  ii.  637. 
with  the  leaves  dotted  on  the  back  like  the  fruiftifications  of 
a polypody : precifely  correfponding  with  the  figure  of  a fup- 
pofed  fern,  in  Mr.  Ray's  SynopfiSy  124,  after  N“  245  and  fig.  i. 
tab.  iii.  at  p.  128. 

The  arenaria faxatilisy  Syji.  PL  ii.  364.  is  found  on  our  moun- 
tain in  plenty,  and  cheats  the  ground  with  its  white  flowers,  in 
May.  I do  not  find  it  in  Mr.  Hudjouy  nor  any  of  our  Britijh  flo- 
rifts.  It  is  found  in  Sibiriay  FL  Sib.  iv.  157.  tab.  63  i and  in 
Switzerlandy  Holier y p.  383,  N®  867. 

The  geranium  phaumy  Syft.  PL  iii.  32.  has  aifo  been  difcovered 
in  the  hanging  wood  above  my  garden. 

T HE  pidlurefque  dingle  Nant-y-bi  abounds  with  what  the  bota- 
cryptogamous  flants.  The  Idea  of  cryptogamy  in- 
fpired  F'imaus  with  ideas  of  loves  of  other  kind  j and  makes  our 
Nant  the  tender  fcene  of  courcfliip  for  all  the  nymphs  and  fwains 
of  JVhitefcrd  parilh,  which  he  candidly  admits  does  always 
terminate  In  honefl;  matrimony  in  the  parifn  church.  I leave  to 
the  learned  in  Germany  to  perufe  his  very  graphical  account 

• The  learned  y.  C.  Timaus^  of  the  Lunehourgh  College,  at  Hamhurgh^  did  me 
the  honor  of  trairflating  into  German  my  Literary  Life,  and  ilhidrated  it  with 
notes ; and  gives  a letter  from  Doftor  John  ReinhJd  Forfer,  and  another  from  my 
friend  Zimmerman,  containing  certain  important  anecdotes,  viz.  That  I dine  at 
one,  drink  conftantly  two  glaffes  of  ale  and  two  of  wine  after  dinner,  and  then 
take  a nap  in  my  elbow-chair,— -I  confefs  the  ale,  and  its  quantity : but  as  to 
the  wine,  I do  not  limit  myfelf  but  by  the  bounds  of  temperance.  My  hour 
of  dining  is  half  an  hour  paft  two  ; and,  excepting  in  the  very  depth  of  winter,  I 
conftantly  take  a walk  after  I rife  from  table.  As  to  the  nap,  which  may 
fometimes  furprize  me,  let  me  only  plead AUquatido  bonus  dormitat,  idc.  ^c. 
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Perhaps  the  quotation  of  two  lines  from  Dr.  Darwin's  elegant 
poem,  book  ii.  line  361,  ‘ On  the  Loves  of  the  Plants,’  may 
prove  ■ full  as  pleafmg.  He  makes  Mufcus,  one  of  the  clafies  in 
queftion, , thus  addrefs  itfclf,  juft  in  the  manner  our  amorous 
couples  may  be  fuppofed  to  do  : 

Rife,  let  us  mark  how  bloom  the  awaken’d  groves, 

And  ’mid  the  banks  of  rofes  hide  our  loves. 

The  rareft  plants  of  the  dingle,  of  the  cryptogamous  kind,  arc 
the  Polypodium  oreopteris,  Lin.  Soc.  Lrar^.  i,  i8r. 

Bryim  extindforium,  FI.  Scot.  ii.  p.  718.  Dillen.  Mujc.  tab.  95. 
fig.  8.  So  called  from  having  a membranaceous  calyptra  hanging 
lower  than  the  capfule,  like  an  extinguifher  upon  a candle. 

Bryum  callijlomum,  DickJ.  Fajc.  iii.  tab.  10. 

Jungermannia  ciliaris.  Huf^bn  FI.  Angl.  i.  515. 

Lichen  conceniricus,  Lin.  Soc.  LranJ.  ii.  2,84.  Difcovered  by 
my  excellent  botanical  affiftant,  the  Reverend  Hugh  Davies  Aber, 
Caernarvonjlnre. 

Lichen  quercinus,  DickJ.  Fafc.  i.  p.  9. 

Agaricus  piper atus,  FI.  Scot.  ii.  p.  1013.  FI.  Angl.  i.  613.  A 
moft  acrid  fungus,  and  the  moft  fufpicious  of  the  whole  clafs  j 
yet  is  eaten  in  great  quantities  by  the  Rujfians.  They  fill 
large  veffels  with  them  in  the  autumn  feafon,  or  pickle  them  with 
fait,  and  eat  them  in  the  enfuing  Lent. 

Haller  gives  a dreadful  account  of  the  fatal  effe<5ts.  ‘ The 
' maladies  they  occafton  are  a fwelling  of  the  abdomen,  reftlefs- 
' nefs,  heart- burns,  vomitings,  colics,  difficult  breathings,  hic- 
^ coughs,  melancholy,  diarrhoeas,  accompanied  with  a tenejmus^ 
* and  gangrenes.  To  which  dreadful  complaints,  the  acrimonious 
‘quality  of  fome  fungi  brings  on  befides  inflammations  in  the 

‘ mouth, 


WATERS. 

‘ mouth,  with  bloody  lotions  and  bloody  ftools.  Laftly,  it  is 

* certain  that  fome  fpecies  have  an  intoxicating  quality,  followed 
‘ often  by  deliriums,  tremblings,  watchings,  faiiitings,  apoplexies, 

‘ cold  fweats,  and  death  itfelf.  Some  have  fancied  that  fldlful 

* cookery  would  deprive  them  of  their  bad  effeds,  and  that  oils 
‘ would  Iheath  their  noxious  qualities ; but  thefe  arc  fatal  deceits, 
‘ not  to  be  trufted.  Notwithftanding  this,  nothing  can  prevail  on 

* the  northern  nations  from  depriving  themfelves  of  fo  favorite 
‘ a food.’ 

Agaricus  deliciojus.  Orange  agaric.  Hud/on  F lor.  Angl.  ii.  6ij. 
Boletus  JuberoJus.  Cork  boletus.  Hudfon  Flor.  Angl.  ii.  624. 
Flor.  Scot.  ii.  p.  1032.  So  called  from  its  being  light,  tough,  and 
fpongy  like  cork,  and  is  fometimes  cut  and  fliaped  by  the  country 
people,  and  ufed  as  corks  for  their  bottles  ; but  muft  not  be 
fufFered  to  touch  any  liquid,  for  moifture  foon  renders  them  foft 
and  ufelels. 

Helvella  mitra.  Curled  helvella.  Hudjon  Flor.  Angl.  FI.  Scot. 
ii.  p.  1047,  is  nearly  allied  to  the  Phallus  efculentus,  and  like  that 
is  efteemed  to  be  of  the  eatable  kind. 

The  peziza  deferibed  by  Ray,  Syn.  Stirp.  Brit.  \.  18.  N®  5. 
is  found  near  my  houfe  ; it  is  a fungus  of  the  cup-form,  and  of 
a moft  brilliant  fcarlet  color. 

The  waters  of  this  parilh  are  very  numerous,  as  is  the  cafe  of 
all  mountanous  tradls.  Flere  indeed  we  muft  confine  them  to 
the  fteep  flope  that  falls  rapidly  to  the  fea.  It  abo;mds  with 
little  fprings,  which  accumulating  in  their  courfe,  form  ftreams  of 
power  fiifficient  to  turn  fome  corn-mills  of  confiderable  fize. 
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The  largefl;  independent  rivulet  is  that  which  guflres  from 
Ffynnon  OJwald,  or  tlie  well  of  OJwald,  in  the  townfliip  of  Merton 
Tchlan.  It  takes  its  name  from  the  Saxon  monarch,  martyr,  andt 
faint,  Ofivald  king  of  the  Northumbrians,  who  was  defeated  and 
flain  on  Odlober  5th,  642,  near  OJweftry,  by  the  pagan  Penda, 
king  of  the  Mercians,  who  hung  his  limbs  on  flakes  difperfed 
■over  the  field,  as  trophies  of  his  vi£lory.  Some  of  the  tradition 
reached  our  parifn  : for  there  is  near  to  the  well  a certain  field 
called  Aelod  OJwald,  or  Ofwald's  limb,  as  if  one  of  them  had 
found  its  way  to  this  place.  (For  a farther  account  of  the  legend, 
I refer  to  article  OJweJlry,  vol.  i.  p,  258,  edit.  1784,  of  my  Pour  in 
Wales.)  This  flream  divides  the  parifh  of  Whiteford,  for  a certain 
w'ay,  from  that  of  Holywell. 

Possibly  St.  O/w^/Jhad  near  his  well  a crofs ; for  not  remote, 
on  an  eminence  named  Bryn-y-Groes,  or  the  Hill  of  the  Crofs, 
flood  one  of  thofe  marks  of  piety,  of  which  flill  remains  the 
' fhaft. 

The  flream  of  mofl  utility  rifes  from  a fpring  a little  beyond 
the  village  of  Whiteford.  It  runs  by  my  houfe,  and  is  no  fmall 
ornament  to  my  ground.  It  turns  my  two  mills,  which,  with  much 
patriotifm  and  little  wifdom,  I eredled.  The  firfl  is  near  the 
Gwibnant  or  Wibnant,  and  made  in  form  of  a chapel.  My  great 
folly  is  about  half  a mile  lower:  is  an  excellent  mill,  and  does  much 
bufinefs  for  the  leflee.  This  flream  is  much  augmented  by  an- 
other, which  rifes  at  a place  called  Saith  Ffynnan,  or  the  Seven 
Wells,  and  murmurs  through  the  romantic  Nant-y-bi,  and  unites 
with  it  at  the  Wibnant.  It  concludes  its  courfe  near  Llanerch-y- 
mor  fmclting-houfe,  to  which  it  is  of  great  ufe,  by  fetting  in 
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motion  fome  ftampers  for  comminuting  the  flags  before  they  are 
committed  to  the  hearth  for  the  extraflion  of  the  remaining 
lead. 

The  lafl:  ftream  runs  through  Felyn  Blwm,  or  the  lead  inilli 
a great  romantic  dingle  which  divides  this  parifli  flom  that  of 
Uan-AJaph.  Near  its  fall  into  the  fea  is  a confiderable  mill, 
the  property  of  Sir  Roger  Moftyn.  This  dingle  probably  takes 
its  name  from  the  number  of  antient  fmelting-hearths  for  lead 
found  in  it,  in  ufe  in  the  primaeval  artlefs  times  of  fmeking. 

All  our  dingles  run  parallel  to  each  other,  and  begin  at  fome 
diflance  from  the  firfl  or  fteepefl;  defcent  from  the  mountain. 
The  fides  of  all  are  cloathed  with  oaks,  and  each  has  its  rill  at 
the  bottom.  Thefe  great  ravines,  1 may  call  them,  were  evi- 
dently formed  on  the  running  down  of  the  waters  of  the  deluge 
on  its  fubfidence,  when  they  found  their  way  to  what  the  Al- 
mighty determined  flrould  ever  remain  a circum-ambient  fea. 

Numbers  of  the  fmall  l].irings  which  arife  in  the  lower  part 
of  the  parifli  fliew  fymptoms  of  the  internal  contents.  In  the 
neighborhood  of  the  coal,  they  are  covered  with  a dirty  yellow 
ochreous  fcumj  and  are  more  or  lefs  chalybeate.  One,  which  rifes 
before  my  houfe,  is  llrongly  fo,  and  proved  very  beneficial  to  the 
only  pcrfon  I know  who  made  a fair  ufe  of  it. 


Felyn  Blwm. 


Nature  of  the 
Dingles- 


Chalybeate 

Springs. 


In  refpedl  to  the  huflbandry  of  this  parifli  ^ it  may  be  di- 
vided into  feveral  parts.  I fhall  firfl:  pay  attention  to  the  higher 
or  the  mountanous.  That  tra6t  is  very  extenfive,  covered  in 
general  with  heath  mixed  with  coarfe  grafs.  The  climate  very 
cold  in  comparifon  of  the  lower  parts.  We  often  find  during 

winter 
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•winter  a fevere  froft  reign  there,  when  the  ground  has  been  quite 
foft,  and  the  air  mild,  in  the  lower  parts. 

The  foil  in  general  a poor  loam,  and  in  many  parts  very  thinj 
in  others,  the  lime-ftone  pervades  the  ftratum,  and  forms  large 
tradls  of  rock.  There  are  certain  parts  fit  for  agriculture,  as  has 
been  found  by  the  furreptirious  inclofures  made  in  a few  parts, 
which  yield  corn,  fuch  as  barley  and  oats,  in  a kindly  manner. 
I wifli  experiments  were  made  of  planting  part  j which,  if  put  under 
the  care  of  a woodman,  might  be  a national  benefit,  as  well  as  a 
private  one  to  the  lord  of  the  manor.  The  ncgledt  of  appointing 
woodmen  would  render  the  planting  of  no  effedt,  by  reafon  of  the 
variety  of  trefpaffes  j as  we  free-holders  of  the  lower  parts,  who 
make  our  woods  the  glory  of  our  eftates,  do  daily  and  cruelly 
experience. 

Our  mountains  fupport  fome  black-cattle  j the  greater  part 
of  which  are  left  out  the  whole  year  to  take  their  chance.  Still 
the  high  country  is  a nurfery.  Many  are  fent  lean  to  market, 
and  drove  to  more  genial  foils.  Mofl;  of  our  farmers  fatten 
cattle,  and  either  fell  them  to  .the  butchers  for  the  Holywell 
market,  or  to  ..thofe  of  Chejler  and  Leverpool. 

The  flieep  are  numerous.  They  likewife  are  left  to  them- 
felves ; and  beconie  in  hard  weather  great  nufances  by  their 
trefpaffes  on  the  cultivated  lands  of  us  low-landers.  As  may 
be  imagined,  they  produce  little  wool.  Their  fleeces  are  coarfe, 
yet  of  that  a fmall  quantity  is  fold  into  Menonethjhiret  and 
the  reft  manufactured  at  home,  and  made-  either  into  cloth  for 
the  country  people,  or  into  flannel  for  the  women,  or  knit  into 
ftockings,  all  for  home  confumption.  In  refpeCt  to  mutton,  much 

is 
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is  brought  to  market  from  the  mountains,  but  that  is  only  during 
the  vigorous  part  of  the  fummer,  and  after  the  froft  or  rainy  fea- 
fon  : but  the  greateft  part  of  the  fheep  bought  by  the  gentry  for 
the  table,  is  purchafed  at  the  diftant  country  fairs. 

Numbers  of  hogs  arc  bred  in  our  parilh  j and  numbers  are  fold  Hogs. 
at  the  fairs,  and  driven  to  diftant  parts. 

The  foil  of  the  lower  part  of  the  paiifti  is  in  general  a very  Soils.. 

ftiff  clay,  which  continues  quite  to  the  edge  of  the  cliff,  above  Clay.  . 

the  ftiore.  In  many  places  are  fpots  of  gravel,  but  of  very  fmall 
extent.  We  have  alfo  beds  of  pure  fand,  but  that  ufeful  arti- 
cle is  in  moft  parts  fcarce. 

From  the  Rhewl  to  AvonMarfio  Siamhr  is  a thin  vein  of  very 
rich  marie,  faponaceous  to  the  touch  j prettily  veined  v/ith  red, 
grey,  and  white.  It  is  got  in  too  fmall  quantities  for  ufe.  On 
the  edge  of  the  rriountain,  efpecially  on  the  tenement  of  Plds 
Captain,  is  a larger  vein  of  a coarfer  kind.  The  tenant,  Phomas 
Blare,  a Chejhire  man,  converfant  in  this  fpecies  of  manure,  has 
made  a judicious  application  of  it  on  his  farm,  and  as  long  as  it : 
iafted  reaped  the  reward  of  his  induftry. 

Beyond  the  fpace  between  the  boundary  and  the  mountain  is  a Lighter.  Soiii . 
trad  of  light  foil,  which  may  be  faid  to  begin  under  Kelyn,  in  the 
townflrip  oAUchlan,  and  continue  in  a direfl  line  by  Tyddin  Tcha, 
to  Bias  Tcha,  in  the  townfhip  of  Mojlyn.  This  is  extremely 
well  adapted  for  that  ufeful  root  the  turnep  ; and  it  has  been  tried  ^ 
with  fuccefs.  But  the  farmer  is  obliged  to  give  up  the  cultiva- 
tion, by  reafon  of  the  depredations  the  poor  make  on  the  crops. . 

They  will  fteal  the  turneps  before  his  face,  laugh  at  him  when  he 
fumes  at  them  j and  afk  him,  how  he  can  be  in  fuch  a rage  about  a 
few  turneps  ? As  a magiftrate,!  never  had  a complaint  made  before 
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me  againfl  a turnep-ftealer.  Our  farmers,  and  our  coal-adven- 
turers, have  not  yet  ‘ plucked  the  old  woman  out  of  their  hearts,’ 
for  the  laft  fufFer  likewife  in  a great  degree  in  their  trade,  yet 
hardly  complain.  Incredible  as  it  may  appear,  numbers  of  them  are 
in  fear  of  being  curfed  at  St.  MliayC%  well,  (fee  my  T^our  in  Waksy 
vol.  ii.  p,  337)  and  fufFer  the  due  penalty  of  their  fuperflition. 

At  uncertain  feafons  clouds  of  ring-doves,  wood-pigeons  or 
queefts, winter-migrants  icomScandinaviay  have  vifited  our  turnep- 
fields,  and  done  no  fmall  damage  to  the  crops. 

Potatoes.  Every  Cottage  has  its  garden  ; and  if  that  is  not  large  enough, 

any  landlord  or  neighbor- allots  him  apiece  in  one  of  his  fields, 
for  the  purpofe  of  a potatoe- garden,  and  this  Ipot  is  prepared 
and  manured  by  the  landlord,  and  for  which  not  more  than 
< 3 8<i.  per  rood  is  demanded.  The  laft  comfort  is  not  of  long 

date,  for  I can  remember  the  time  in  which  it  was  almoft 
unknown  to  the  poorer  people  j neither  did  the  ricli  extend  the 
culture  beyond  the  garden.  How'  fingular  does  appear  to  us  the 
following  quotation  from  old  Gerard,  p.  928,  v/ho  fpeaks  of  it  as 
‘ being  alfo  a meate  for  pleafure,  equall  in  goodnefle  and  whole- 
‘ fomenefte  vnto  the  fame,  being  either  rofted  in  the  embers,  or 
‘ boyled  and  eaten  with  oyle,  vinegar,  and  pepper,  or  drefFed  any 
‘ other  way  by  the  hand  of  feme  cunning  in  cookerie.’ — At  pre- 
fent  our  gardeners,  and  a few  others  of  the  parifh,  raife  fufticient 
to  ftipply  their  neighbors,  and  to  carry  for  fale  to  the  adjacent 
market.  The  ftifF  foil  of  the  parifli  is  unfavorable  to  the  cul- 
ture. If  we  want  potatoes  in  any  quantities,  we  muft  import 
them  from  the  vale  qG  Conwy,  from  Chejhire,  and  Lancafoire. 
In  the  prefent  time  of  fcarcity,  (May  1795)  the  cultivation 
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has  been  unufually  encreafed  in  JVhiteford  parifh.  Before  this 
feafon,  I never  raifed  more  than  was  neceffary  for  the  ufe  of 
my  family ; this  year  I increafed  my  potatoe-ground  many- 
fold,  even  before  I had  read  the  Ipeech  made  by  Sir  John  Sinclair. 
Thoufands  have  done  the  fame  in  a fimilar  ftate  of  ignorance, 
fome  from  benevolence,  fome  from  view  of  gain,  and  others  on 
the  principle  of  felf-prefervation.  I may  predift  alfo,  from  the 
former  motives,  that  v/heac  will  be  in  the  next  feafon  fown  four- 
fold. Admonitions  furely  are  unneceffary.  In  the  next  year 
we  may  rejoice  in  plenty,  even  in  fuperfluity,  and  have  the 
happinefs  of  feeing  the  poor  man  exult  in  our  fuccefs. — But  the 
halcyon  days  are  arriving  fail.  Let  us  comfort  ourfelves  with 
the  fair  profped:  before  us,  and  devoutly  pray  for  the  accom- 
plilhment  of  thofe  hopes  delivered  to  us  in  the  folio v/ing  pro- 
phetic effufions ; 

Let  us  cut  off  thofe  legal  bars 
Which  crufli  the  culture  of  our  fertile  ille  ! 

Were  they  remov’d,  unbounded  wealth  would  flow, 

Our  waftes  would  then  with  varied  produce  fmile, 

And  England  foon  a fecond  Eden  prove  ? 

Wheat  grows  remarkably  well  in  our  clayey  land  j it  is  the 
red  kind,  that  the  farmer  prefers  for  feed  ; it  is  the  hardieft,  and 
the  fureft  of  finding  fale  ■,  the  white  and  the  grey  being  in  our 
country  lefs  in  requeft.  We  raife  much  more  than  the  parifh 
would  confume.  The  reft  is  exported  to  Leverpool,  to  fupply  the 
county  of  Lancajhire  with  bread,  that  vaft  county  not  being  pro- 
dudlive  of  much  wheat.  The  demand,  therefore,  from  the  nu- 
merous populous  towns  is  very  confiderable,  and  at  times  occa- 
fions  a great  rife  in  the  price,  and  a confequential  clamor  at 
home.  The  complaints  are  the  draining  of  our  county  of  grain, 
and  the  imaginary  evil  of  great  farms.  Grain  is  one  of  the  ar- 
ticles of  com.merce  of  the  parifh  j and  weaving  the  fupport  of 
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thoufands  and  thoufands  of  poor  in  the  great  county  I have  men- 
tioned. We  feed  them,  they  fupply  us  with  various  fpecies  of 
cloatliing.  As  to  food,  let  me  add,  that  the  farmers  of  that 
county  even  make  us  a return  in  that  article  ; for  they  fupply  us 
with  potatoes,  as  we  do  them  with  wheat.  We  all  depend  upon 
one  another  : fo  true  is  it,  that 

God  never  form’d  an  independant  man  ! 

Without  fuch  means  of  fale,  or,  we  may  call  it,  exchange  of 
commodities,  the  great  fanner  would  ceafe  to  plough,  would 
ceafe  to  form  thofe  magazines  of  corn,  on  which,  at  all  times, 
our  markets  depend,  and  which  are  the  great  prefervative  from 
famine  in  thefe  kingdoms.  At  times,  bad  feafons  occafion  bad 
crops,  and  of  courfe  enhance  the  price.  An  inordinate  lull  of  gain 
may  fometimes  occafion  criminal  confederacies  ; which,  criminal 
as  they  are,  have  hitherto  baffled  every  attempt  of  the  legif- 
laturc  to  prevent.  The  poor  are  now  left  quite  defencelefs 
againft  the  iniquitous  race  of forejiallers,  &c.  &c.  by  the  repeal 
of  the  5 th  and  6th  Edw.  VI.  It  is  much  to  be  lamented  that 
thofe  humane  laws  are  not  revived,  modified  in  any  manner 
adapted  to  the  times.  A middle  man  in  great  contradts  is  often 
requlfite : it  is  not  that  defcription  of  men  at  whom  I aim,  but 
thofe  who  in  fmall  bargains  tempt  the  farmer,  by  offers  of  exor- 
bitant prices,  and  contribute  to  the  diftreffes  of  the  poor,  and 
difcontents  of  the  country,  to  a degree  unfpeakabh.  At 
prefent  a calamitous  war  aflifts  that  evil ; but  furely  we  cannot 
grudge  food  to  our  brave  countrymen,  who  are  fighting  for  all 
that  is  dear  to  us.  Among  them  we  may  have  neighbors,  fons 
of  tenants,  our  own  fons,  or  different  relations : to  whom,  if  we 
think  a moment,  we  fliould  be  afhamed  to  deny  a fhare  in  the 
produce  of  the  labor  of  their  native  country,  in  which  it  is 
poffible  they  themfelves  might  have  bore  a fiiare. 
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Supposing  all  farms  are  reduced  to  an  equality,  and  all  made 
fiiiall  ones,  the  ground  muft  be  divided  into  little  portions  for 
the  fupport  of  a miferable  ream,  or  of  a few  cows,  or  for  railing 
fmall  quantities  of  corn.  No  magazines  could  be  formed  againft 
evil  days  j the  produce  of  the  dairy  would  be  fmall,  and  the 
provifion  for  fodder  ferve  for  little  more  than  to  fupport 
fhe  llve  .ftock.  A few  hobbets*  of  corn  would  be  fcnt  to  market 
to  pay  the  rent  j the  reft  might  ferve  to  maintain  the  family  till 
the  return  of  the  harveft : and  if  the  ftock  Ihould  be  confum.ed 
before  that  feafon,  how  would  they  wilh  for  the  reftoring  of  the 
great  farms  ! Many  of  the  little  farmers  are  alfo  day-laborers  ? 
to  whom  could  they  apply  for  work,  the  very  fupport  of  them 
and  their  families  ? Never  has  there  been  a famine  in  Eng- 
land SINCE  THE  INTRODUCTION  OF  GREAT  FARMS,  Unavoidable 
fcarcities  will  happen,  from  caufes  inevitable.  But  there  has  not 
been  an  inftance,  for  numbers  of  centuries,  of  the  poor  running 
into  corners  to  die  for  want  of  food  j of  their  feeing  their  infants 
perilh  before  their  eyes  j and  perhaps  a plague  might  enfue,  the 
confequence  of  famine,  to  thin  the  land  of  multitudes  of  the  mi- 
ferable furvivors, 

I SPEAK  difintereftedly,  for  I have  not  on  my  eftate  a Angle  great 
farmer,  I And  no  merit  in  this  aflertion}  had  it  been  otherwife,  ' 
I Aiould  have  fupported  him  in  all  that  was  right,  in  common 
with  my  pooreft  tenant,  and  my  pooreft  tenant  perhaps  in  pre- 
ference to  him, 

• A hobbet  confifts  of  84  quarts.  A meafure  is  half  a hobbet.  A peck  is 
half  a meafure.  Thefe  meafures  are  ufed  in  all  the  FlintJJiire  markets;  they  e;t- 
lend  alfo  to  other  WelJJt  counties,  and  even  Herefordjhire, 
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I WOULD  never  grant  a leafe  to  a great  corn-tenant.  I would 
preferve  a power  over  his  granary,  which  legiflature  will  not  or 
cannot  affume.  Should  he  attempt  by  exportation  to  exhaud- 
it,  in  years  of  fcarcity,  and  not  leave  a fufficient  fupply  for  the 
country  which  produced  the  grainy  lliould  he  attempt  a monopoly^ 

flrould  he  refufe  to  carry  a proper  quantity  to  the  next  market ; 

* 

or  fhould  he  refufe  to  fell  to  the  poor,  who  cannot  attend  the 
marker,  corn. in  fmall  quantities,  I would  inftantly  affume  the 
power  of  the  landlord,  and  expel  him  from  my  eftate  : a juft  pu- 
iilfhment  for  the  tenant,  who,  through  rapacity,  declines  to  com- 
ply with  my  defires,,  excited  with  no  other  view  than  to  promote 
the  good  of  the  public. 

THzneceffity  of  great  farms  is  admitted:  but  let  it  be  re- 
membered, that  their  fupport  refts  upon  the  laborers,  who  arc 
equally  requifite  to  the  great  farmer  as  beams  are  to  a building. 
Let  not  the  rapacity  of  the  mifcalled  great  man  diredl  all  hix 
force  to  the  fupport  of  the  opulent  farmer,  for  the  fake  of  in- 
creafed  rent.  He  will  (as  fad  examples  prove)  depopulate  his 
country  by  removing  the  fturdy  laborers  to  the  ground  of  wifer 
landlords,  and  leave  his  own  weakened  by  their  defertion  j while 
the  fields  of  the  former,  laugh  and  fing,  but  round  his  o^ni  -ingens 
erit  Jolitudo.  1 ■ 

I COULD  wifli  (was  it  in  my  power)  to  add  even  to  the ''cot- 
tages of  my  laborers  two  or  tiuee;  fmall  fields,,  that  they  might 
have  the  comfort  of  a cow,  to  fupply  their  families  with  milk. 
They  are  too  ufeful  a clafs  of  men  to  be  negledted  : to  be  left  to 
the  precarious  poffibility  of  getting  any  of  that  invigorating  fluid, 
fo  neceffary  for  their  infimts,.and  even  for  the  fupport  of  their 
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own  ftrength,  to  fuftain  them  through  their  labor.  Give  them  a 
dry  Jlated  cottage,  with  an  upper  floor,  and  a kind  landlord,  and  a 
Britijh  laborer  need  not  envy  Cajar. 

Before  I take  leave  of  the  fubjeft,  let  me  define  the  fize  of  a 
great  and  a fmall  farm  in  this  parifh.  Our  greateft  farm  is  rented 
at  1 10  per  ann,  at  the  rate  of  about  14  per  acre.  Our  fmall 
farms  have  from  20  to  10  acres ; and  the  rental?;*  acre  from  \is, 
toyj.  There  may  be  in  every  parilh  inftances  of  the  exorbi- 
tant raife  of  rent:  an  evil  mofl:  frequently  originating  in  the 
luxury  of  the  landlord.  Our  rents  are  moderate,  becaufe  our 
gentry  would  blufli  to  add  one  difli  to  their  table  at  the  expence 
of  the  tenant.  Mr.  Wedge^  in  his  Survey  of  Chejkire,  p.  72,  (peaks 
humanely  and  fenfibly  on  the  affeded  maxim  of  ‘ high  rents  being 
‘ a fpur  to  induftry.’  This  ^(for  I muft  help  Mr.  Wedge  with  a 
fimile)  refembles  the  pradtice  of  the  prudent  planter,  who  willies 
to  quicken  the  induftry  of  his  negroes  by  the  invigorating  appli- 
cation of  the  cart-whip  to  their  velvet  Ikin. 

In  refpeft  to  leafes,  the  utility  is  not  perfectly  agreed  on.  In 
our  parts  of  North  Wales  I have 'known  leafe-tenants  of  very  mo- 
derate rent  continue  on  their  farms  their  whole  term  without  fuc- 
cefs : and  I know  in  this  parifli,  and  within  a fmall -diftance,  feve- 
ral  rack-rent  tenants,  with  large  farms,  the  moft  profperous  of  any 
in  the  country.  They  improve  boldly,  and  reap  amply  the  fruits  of 
their  induftry.  They  have  confidence  in  their  landlords,  nor  caa 
they  recoiled!  more  than  one  inftance  (and  that  indeed  dilgrace- 
•ful  enough  *)  in  which  they  found  it  mifplaced.  They  are  mafters 


* Survey  of  North  Wales,  article  Denhighjhire,  p.  1 7. 
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of  the  knowlege  of  the  foil,  and  the  nature  of  the  climate  of  their 
ov/n  country.  The  appearance  of  their  tenements  does  them 
credit.  When  they  heard  of  a perfon  fent  among  them  to 
inculcate  the  principles  of  good  farming,  they  fmiled  at  the 
defign,  but  fpoke  with  gratitude  of  the  kind  intent  of  phe  Board  of 
Agriculture.  Denbighjhire  has  long  had  its  little  board,  for  North 
Wales  does  not  negledl  its  own  interefts.  An  agricultural  fociety 
has,,  for  a number  of  years,  been  eftablilhed  in  the  vale  of  Clwyd. 
None  who  have  vihted  that  beautiful  tradl  can  deny  the  general 
excellency  of  its  culture. 

In  Chejhire  the  antient  praftice  of  leafing  is  growing  fall  out  of 
ufe  : and  agriculture  will  increafe  in  that  county  in  proportion. 

Mr.  George  Kay,  of  Leith,  the  mifllonary  to  whom  was  commit- 
ted the  infpedtion  of  every  farm  in  the  fix  counties  of  North 
Wales,  favored  me  with  a call  fome  time  in  the  laft  fummer,  and 
delivered  to  me  his  credentials  from  Sir  John  Sinclair.  I was 
really  at  the  time  out  of  fpirits.  At  the  fame  time,  a report  was 
circulated,  that  the  objedt  of  the  mifTion  was  to  afcertain  the 
reality  of  our  land-tax  which  was  much  credited  by  my  coun- 
trymen. I was  certain  that  the  report  was  entirely  unfounded  j 
but  I did  not  chufe  to  trouble  myfelf  with  militating  againft 
what  1 knew  muft  fpeedily  become  felf-confuted.  I treated  Mr. 
Kay  v/ith  all  civility.  He  left  me,  and  I believe,  through  all  his 
journey,  (one  place  excepted)  had  no  reafon  to  complain  of  the 
reception  he  met  with.  Sir  John  Sinclair  is  a man  of  honor. 
He  had  not  the  left  occafion  to  give  himfelf  the  trouble  of  miaking 
to  me  fo  earneft  an  afteveration  of  the  purity  of  his  intentions,  as 
he  did  in  his  laft  favor.  He  is  above  taking  clandeftine  means  of 
getting  at  any  kind  of  information. 
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We  lament  that  Mr.  Kay  . did  not  lee,  in  any  one  of  our  fix 
counties,  a fingle  cuftom  that  could  be  ufeful  to  others*.  From 
the  ftate  of  numbers  of  our  farms,  I fufped  that  we  had  pre- 
vioufly  adopted  many  methods  of  agriculture  from  Englijh  coun- 
ties, which  mull  have  occafioned  his  remark.  I would  fain  pay 
that  compliment  to  his  candour.  On  the  whole,  I fear  that  the 
miflion  has  pafled  moft  unprofitably  to  both  vifitor  and  vifite. 
Nothing  feems  to  have  been  learned  by  the  one,  and  nothing 
taught  by  the  other. 

We  thatch  our  hay-ricks  with  admirable  neatnefs,  and  in  that 
manner  preferve  the  hay  for  years.  I do  not  know  a better 
expedient,  even  could  the  landlord  afford  to  every  little  farm  a 
hay-barn,  or  give  them  a moveable  canopy,  which  is  liable  per- 
petually to  be  out  of  order.  Necelfity  in  every  country  caufes 
different  modes  ofoeconomy.  Send  Shenkinap  Morgan  on  a furvey 
of  Cathnejs^  and  he  would  at  firft  ftare  at  the  bykes  f,  but  would 
admire  the  ingenuity  of  the  contrivances,  and  acknowlege  the 
wifdom  of  the  farmer  in  the  prefervation  of  his  grain,  where 
other  means  were  wanting. 

There  are,  certainly,  both  beyond  the  'Tweedy  and  beyond  the 
Dee,  many  thoufands  of  acres,  of  which  a tenant  fhould  be  court- 
ed to  attempt  the  cultivation,  and  be  bribed  by  leafes  to  fettle 
upon  them.  In  North  Britain  the  pradtice  is  common.  In  North 
Walesy  our  mountain  landlords  rarely  grant  leafes,  poffibly  from 
their  not  finding  the  necelfity. 

In  all  the  mineral  part  of  Flintjhire  are  numbers  of  fmall 
farms,  tenanted  by  carriers,  who  entirely  fupport  themfelves  by  the 

* Hints  for  Improvements  in  North  Wales,  p,  40. 
f Tour  in  Scotland^  1769.  3d  ed.  p.  aoi. 
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carriage 'of  the  lead  ore,  and  calamine  or  coal.  Thefe  are  recl^-> 
oned  the  rnoft  flovenly  farmers  we  have.  They  apply  them-t 
felves  to  carriage  to  fuch  a degree,  aa  to  negledt  their  tenements, 
The  minerals  are  the  great  natural  ftaple  of  this,  and  moft  of  th^ 
parifhes  j fo  that  thefe  fpecies  of  farms  are  quite  indifpenfable, 
Let  not  the  little  farmer,  or  the  cottager,  repine  at  the  wealth 
of  the  great  farmers.  It  is  nqt  many  weeks  fince  their  etftpty 
flomachs  have  been  filled  from  the  hoards  of  the  latter.  Had 
they  not  been  able  to  form  a ftoqk,  or  to  enable  by  fale  others  tQ 
do  fo,  what  would  have  become  of  you  ? The  good,  the  bene-s 
volent,  have  been  able  to  purchafe  from  them  the  food  that  has 
contributed  to  preferve,  for  many  months,  you  and  your’s  from 
cruel  want.  The  inftances  of  the  recent  charities  have  not  been 
equalled.  I may  fpeak  of  the  uniyerfal  charities.  But  1 will  recal 
to  your  minds  tfiofe  of  your  feveral  neighborhoods,  In  public 
calamities  little  fouls  lie  fquat  in  their  holes  ; great  fouls  arife, 
and  are  called  forth  to  adlioni  fome  from  a generous  fenfibi- 
lity,  others  from  felfifh  motives,  I cannot  but  confefs  myfelf  to  be 
antong  the  latter.  I am  felfifh  enough  to  wifh  to  put  out  my  money 
at  left  on  reyerfionary  intereft,  but  that  on  fecurity  inconteftible, 
^ He  that  hath  pity  on  tue  popH  eendeth  to  the  fcoitp^ 

* AND  COOK  what  HE  LAYpTH  OUT,  IT  SHADE  BE  PAID  TO  HIM 

« again  !’  With  what  animated  benevolence  gf  fentiment  doth  Sir 
'fh-Qwcis  BrQwne  comment  on  this  pious  exhortation  ! ^ There  is,’ 
fays  the  great  phyfician  of  Norwich^  ‘ more  rhetoric  in  that  one 
^-fentenge  thaq  in  a library  of  fermons  j and,  indeed,  if  thofe 
‘ fentences  were  underftood  by  the  reader,  with  the  fame  emT 
f phafis  as  they  were  delivered  by  the  Author,  \ye  needed  not 
f thofe  volumes  of  inflrudtions,  but  might  be  honeft  by  epitome,’ 
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The  produce  of  the  wheat  of  diis  pariih  is  from  feven  and 
eight  fold,  to  twelve  or  thirteen,  according  to  the  pains  taken 
with  the  ground,  or  the  nature  of  it.'  Cur  general  manure  is 
lime,  burnt  in  fod-kilns.  The  lime-ftone,  broken  fmall,  is  placed 
within  a thick  circular  wall  of  fods,  and  the  ftrata  of  ftone,  broken 
fraail,  interlaid  with  beds  of  coal,  which  is  Cet  on  fire  by  wood  placed 
in  certain  holes  left  at  the  fides.  Thefe  holes  ferve  like  wife  to  ad- 
mit the  air,  which  promotes  the  fiercenels  of  the  fire  within.  The 
lime -Hones  are  piled  in  a conic  form,  to  a great  height  above  the 
top  of  the  fod-wall,  and  then  covered  thickly  with  fods.  I muft: 
mention  that  the  holes  are  four  in  number,  placed  oppofite  to 
each  other,  and  have  a gutter  cut  from  one  to  the  other,  which  is 
left  hollow  by  means  of  flat  Hones  over  them,  to  promote  the 
current  of  air.  A circular  gutter  alfo  runs  clofe  to  the  interior 
fide  of  the  fod  walk  A common-fized  Idin  will  require  about 
fixteen  tons  of  Hone : but  there  are  larger,  and  thofe  often  of  an 
oval  form. 

Sometimes  the  lime-Hone  is  burnt  in  common  kilns,,  then 
taken  and  carried  to  form  a compoH  with  earth,  which  had 
been  depofited  in  fome  adjacent  place,  and  which  ufually  had 
been  dug  out  of  old  ditches.  The  lime  is  intimately  mixed 
with  it,  and  left  a confiderable  time  to  mature,  aHer  which  it 
is  applied  to  ufe. 

Our  beH  barley  is  raifed  in  die  light  foil  which  we  have  men- 
tioned at  p.  159.  In  general  our  farmers  prepare  die  ground  for 
barley  by  giving  it  a fallow  m December  or  January,,md  again 
harrow  and  plough  it  the  latter  end  of  April  or  beginning  of 
May.  In  the  Hiffer  lands  tke  crops  are  frequently  very  un- 
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favorable.  The  quantity  raifed  is  not  equal  to  the  confump- 
tion.  It  is  the  principal  grain  ufed  by  our  common  people. 
The  produce  from  the  hobbet  is  about  equal  to  that  of  the 
•wheat. 

Oats  are  chiefly  fown  in  the  mountain  inclofures,  or  on  the 
lands  adjacent  to  the  mountains.  The  produce  is  by  no  means 
equal  to  our  demand. 

The  artificial  grafles  are  but  two.  Clover  (the  red  fort)  which 
we  fow  immediately  after  the  barley.  When  the  clover  is  fowen 
by  itfelf,  or  without  any  other  grafs-feeds,  the  quantity  to  each 
acre  is  eighteen  or  twenty  pounds.  It  is  not  a favorite  grafs,  but 
we  do  not  know  how  to  remedy  ourfelves.  It  wears  out  in  lefs 
than  three  years,  after  which  we  renew  the  ground  with  a crop  of 
wheat,  managed  as  before  related.  The  clover- feed  is  procured 
from  the  vale  of  Clwyd,  and  other  places  where  the  plant  is  culti- 
vated for  the  fake  of  the  feed. 

Rye-grass  is  fowen  in  our  poor  landj  which,  if  notharvefted 
early,  is  little  better  than  a fodder  of  ftraw. 

I VALUE  myfelf  on  being  the  firft  in  this  parifh  who  introduced 
on  my  eftate  the  hufbandry  of  draining  and  flooding,  which  I 
did  lafl:  autumn,  and  throughout  the  winter,  on  a great  number 
of  acres.  I did  intend  to  defift  from  working  after  Chrijlmas^  had  I 
not  been  induced  to  continue  it  throughout  the  feafon,  in  confi- 
deration  of  the  numbers  of  poor  people  who  were  in  the  deepeft 
diftrefs  for  want  of  employ.  The  feafon  was  fo  rigorous,  that 
the  laborers  were  obliged  to  break  into  the  unfrozen  ground  with 
the  pick-ax,  before  they  could  ufe  the  fpade.  This,  and  the 
Ihort  days,  made  the  work  very  expenfive:  but  I was  far 
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■over-paid  by  the  confideration  of  having  given  food  to  mul- 
titudes, who  in  themfelves  or  their  faiiiilies  muft  otherwife  have 
labored  under  the  greateft  difEculties.  The  undertaker  was  Mr. 
Henry  Harrijon^  who  followed  the  moft  approved  pradice.  I 
flatter  myfelf  that  in  the  enfuing  year  I jfhall  experience  the  effefts 
of  his  fkill. 

To  clear  the  free-holders  of  Whiteford  parifli  from  any  inatten- 
tion to  that  important  article  of  hufbandry,  planting,  I bring  the 
brief)  but  irrefiftible,  defence  of — the  impoflibility.  The  dingles 
are  filled  with  oaks.  I believe  there  is  notone  of  us  have  any  wafte 
ground  for  the  purpofe.  All  our  tenements  cdnfift  of  arable  or 
paflure  land,  too  valuable  to  be  Ipared  for  any  other  purpofe  in 
this  populous  pariih.  Sir  Roger  Mojiyn,  on  his  coming  to  his 
eftate,  planted  the  little  that  had  been  cleared  by  his  predeceflbr. 
Befides  Mofiyn  or  Whiteford  wood  (fee  p.  25)  many  of  our 
very  hedges  are  filled  with  oaks : poffibly  they  do  not  benefit  our 
land  by  their  fliade,  but  a few  of  us  are  true  druids  and  flrould 
we  apply  the  ax,  vjt  fliould  imagine  that  we  heard  the  groans  of 
the  Hamadryads  at  every  flrroke. 

I AM,  in  particular,  fo  very  avaricious  of  my  woods,  that  at  this 
inftant  of  writing,  I,  with  true  relu dance,  fign  to  my  fon  the  death- 
warrant  of  a few  flag-horned  trees,  that  have  far  outlived  the  befl; 
of  their  days.  They,  in  all  probability,  would  , have  had  a re- 
fpite,  could  I move  from  my  couch  to  take  a look  at  my  antient 
favorites.  But  the  void  fpace  fhall  be  inftantiy  inclofed,  and,  I 
may  promife,  that  in  a fliort  time  it  will  be  filled  with  the  befl  of 
fucceflbrs,  felf-fown,  from  fome  of  their  own  defcendants,  their 
eldefl  and  moft  fturdy  progeny. 
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Sir  Edward 
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If  w,e  of  Whiteford  parifh  are  deprived  of  the  poffibilky  of 
planting  within  its  limits,  yet  we  can  bpaft  of  a Flipjhire  gentje,- 
.man,  who  probably  will  be  found  to  have  contributed  as  a planter 
more  to  the  benefit  of  his  heir  and  of  the  ftate,  than  any  other  m 
the  principality,  in  this  age,  or  any  pad.  I mean  Sir  Edward 
Lloyd,  bart.  of  Pengwern,  in  the  parifh  of  St.  j^faph,  who  finifhed 
his  long  and  ufeful  life  On  the  26th  of  the  prefent  year.  On 
his  FUntJhire  eftates,  he  has,  planted  a hundred  and  fixty-two  thoTa- 
fand  trees  j and  on  his  eftace  at  Pant.-gldh  In  ^ 

mrvon,  more  tha.n  three  hundr-e-d  and  twenty  thoufajod.  Mpft  ,Qf 
the  trees  are  oaks,  which  in  future  tinnes  may  float  on  the  joce^n, 
guardians  of  Britain,  in  diftant  wars,  excited,  pii^her  by  the  ambi- 
tion, of  fore  jgn  flates,  or  by  the  incendiary  machinations  ofdpijief- 
tic  mate-c,(^n,tents,. — Even  at  prefent  what  have  we  tp,  dreadj  Thp 
maritime , genius  of  our  ifland  at  length  bpgins  to  fmile  on  her 
again,  and  vigor  3.nd  aflivity  once  morje  will  fill  every  fall.  The 
great  fpirif  of  old  Sandwich  has  tranfrnigrated,  leaving  behiiid  the 
frailties  of  its  mortal  ftate,  purified  and  congenialjzed  to  thebreall 
it  has  taken  pofleflion  of,  on  its  return  to  the  wonted  Board,  tp^rOj- 
fume  its  well-known  powers. 


Haud  fegnis  ftrato  furgit  Palimrus,  et  onincs 
Explorat  ventos : atque  auribus  aera  captat. 
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At  Avon-marjh  Siambr^  (fee  p.  52.)  we  quit  the  parlfh  of 
Whitefordy  and  enter  the  townfliip  of  Greenfield^  in  the 
parifh  of  Holywell^  along  a moil:  excellent  road.  On  the  left  is  a 
continuation  of  the  marih.  Above  which  is  a low  cliff,  of  the 
fame  nature  as  thofe  which  front  the  fhore  of  the  parifli  of 
Whiteford. 

Let  me  preface  this  little  hiftory  with  faying  that  Avon  Marjh 
Siamhr  is  fix  miles  diftant  from  the  rill  which  divides  Holywell 
parifli  from  that  of  Flint',  that  its  greateft  breadth  is  three 
miles  from  the  turnpike  road  in  Greenfield,  to  the  borders  of 
the  parifh  -of  Skyviog ; and  that  the  parifli  confifts  of  the  town- 
fliips  of  Holywell,  Greenfield,  Bagillt  Vawr  and  Vechan,  WbeU 
Jlon,  Colejhill  Vawr  and  Vechan,  Brynfordd,  and  Calcoed.  Its 
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boundaries  on  die  eaft  are  Flinty  and  part  of  Northop  parlflies  ; on 
the  eaft  Halkin  ; on  the  fouth-eafl  Skyviog ; on  the  weft  PFhiteford  j 
and  on  the  north  the  eftuary  of  the  river  Dee. 

Above  Avon-r,tarJJo  Siamhr,  on  the  rifing  ground,  ftands 
Stokyn,  a fmall  houfe,  which,  with  the  eftate  belonging  to  it,  has 
been  of  late  years  purchafed  by  James  Potts,  publican  in  Polywell, 
and  the  houfe  much  improved.  It  originally  belonged  to  a 
Mojiyn,  a younger  branch  of  the  Mojlyns  of  Prelacre  •,  T.  M.  figni- 
fying  the  sx&.ms  oiFhomas  Mojhn,  CMt  above  the  arms  on  the  mo- 
nument. A daughter  of  this  gentleman,  or  one  of  his  defcendants, 
and  heirefs  of  the  place,  transferred  the  eftate  into  the  very  antient ' 
family  of  the  Blounts,  of  Qrlton,  in  die  county  of  Hereford,  and 
with  them  it  remained  till  the  purchafe  by  the  prefent  pofleflbr. 

The  rights  of  the  freeholders  over  the  marfh  extend  a certain 
way  to  the  eaft.  Thefe  were  fettled  by  commiflloners,  in  the 
year  1787,  and  a plan  made,  aflerting  the  elamcs,  as  well  of  the 
freeholders,  as  of  the  River  Dee  Company.  Thefe  were  founded 
oh  a(fts  of  parlement,  originating  in  the  years  1732  and  the  fol- 
lowing, from  that  of  the  nth  and  12th  of  WiUiam  III.  entided, 

' An  adt  to  enable  the  mayor  and  citizens  of  Chejter  to  recover 
‘ and  preferve  the  navigation  of  the  river  Dee^  It  is  poflible 
that  Mr.  Andrew  Tarrenton  might  be  the  primary  caufe  of  the 
improvements,  by  a furvey  he  had  made,  in  the  year  1674,  of  the 
river  Dee  and  its  eftuary. — I refer  my  reader  to  the  account  I have- 
given,  at  p.  200  of  my  TVelJh  Tour,  vol.  i.  for  farther  particulars. 

The  other  adts  were  paftcd  in  the  years  i740j  i74^» 

1752,  and  the  works  were  begun  with  vigor.  The  projedt 
was  carried  on  by  fubfcription  •,  and  the  adventurers  were  to  be* 
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rewarded  by  the  lands  they  were  empowered  to  gain  on  bolh 
fides,  from  the  White  Sands,  or  the  fca  from  Chejler  j and  between 
the  county  of  Chejhire,  on  the  north  (ide,  and  the  county  of 
Flint  on  the  fouth  fide  j being  fands,  foil,  and  ground  not  bearing 
grafs.  The  tradl,  as  appears  by  the  chart  attending  the  award 
made  in  1787,  and  preferved  among  the  records  by  the  clerk  of 
the  peace  for  the  county  of  Flint,  terminate  on  our  fide  at  the 
Point  of  Air,  in  the  parifh  of  Llanajafh  : on  the  Chejhire  fide  at 
the  Little  Meek,  at  the  extremity  of  the  hundred  of  Wiral. 

The  adventurers  in  the  River  Lee  Company  have  gained  a 
confiderable  quantity  of  land  from  the  ravages  of  the  fea,  be- 
ginning from  the  walls  of  the  city  of  Chejler,  and  extending  above 
five  miles,  even  beyond  the  lower  ferry. 

The  report  of  the  quantity  of  embanked  land  made  from  the 
beginning,  by  the  River  Lee  Company  and  others  (according  as  it 
is  made  to  me  by  Mr.  Wedge,  agent  to  the  company)  is  as  follows ; 

Acres  inclofed  by  the  company,  - - _ 3,500 

On  Blacon-marjh,  belonging  to  John  Crewe,  of  Crewe, 

efquire,  about  - - - _ . jqq 

On  the  fouth  fide  of  the  river,  belonging  to  the  free- 
holders of  Hawarden,  as  Mr.  Wedge  believes, 
about  - - - - ~ - - 2,200 


Total  ftatute  acres 

Marflies  uninclofed,  Augujl  13th,  1795,  about 


Mr.  Wedge  informs  me  that  the  grafs  which  is  found  to  an-  Lvcerne  Grass. 
fwer  beft  in  thefe  fandy  inclofures  is  medicago Jativa,  Lucerne.  It 
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will  not  however  grow  to  any  perfeftion  on  land  where  there  is 
not  a depth  of  at  left  two  feet  of  dry  fand  or  foil  beneath  the 
furface,  and  fucceeds  (like  moft  other  grafies)  in  proportion  to 
the  quality  of  the  foil.  All  kinds  of  ftock  arc  fond  of  it ; it  is  of 
a very  feeding  nature,  and  is  both  grazed  and  harvcfted.  Clofe 
grazing  will  dtftroy  it;  but  if  properly  attended  to,  and 
aflifted  w'iih  manure  about  every  fourth  year,  the  plants  will 
continue  ftrong  for  upwards  of  thirty  years.  It  may  be 
'grazed  (fparingly)  with  fafecy  in  the  fpring,  until  the  firft 
week  in  and  alfo  in  autum.n,  in  dre  months  of  05lcber 

and  November^  after  the  fecond  crop  Is  cut.  I'he  hay,  being  of 
a drying  nature,  feems  to  be  much  better  adapted  for  feeding 
ftock,  than  either  for  horfes  or  milking  cows.  I know  no  kind 
of  hay  that  ftock  will  feed  fafter  upon  than  Lucerne,  if  it  is  well  har- 
vefted  ; as  grafs,.  it  will  anfwer  heft  for  foiling  ftock,  when  houfed. 

No  attempts  to  embank  were  made  farther  to  the  weft,  till 
the  fummer  of  1794,  when  about  forty  ftatute  acres  were  inclofed 
by  the  fame  company,  on  the  white  fands  bordering  on  Green-' 
field  marfti.  Early  in  the  next  winter  a fierce  tide  deftroyed  part 
of  the  embankment:  but  ic.now'  feems  to.  be  reftored  in  the  moft 
efFeftual  manner 

Near  the  extremity  of  this  marfii  the  turnpike  gates  crofs  the 
roads  leading  to  Flint  and  Holywell.  A grand  and  beneficial. 


• While  this  confident  paragraph  was  in  the  prefs,  on  the  morning  of  OHober 
29th,  a fiercer  tide,  aflifted  by  a fiercer  wind,  has  almoft  ruined  the  inclofure, 
and  made  fuch  breaches  as  may  probably  deter  the  company  from  any  furtlier 
attempts  to  reftore  it. 
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proje{5t  was  feme  years  ago  fonried,  of  maki  g two  canals.  The 
one  to  be  carried  over  the  marfh  (affixed  by  the  Holywell  ftream) 
down  to  or  near  the  perch  or  anchoi  ing-ground  ; with  a lock  ca- 
pable of  receiving  vciTels  of  a hundred  tons  burden. 

Another  canal  was  defigned  to  hrve  branched  from  this 
eaftward  as  far  as  Pentre  rock,  near  Flint- cajiie,  for  the  purpofe 
of  carrying  the  coal  which  was  or  may  be  diicovered  on  that 
traft,  either  to  the  various  mineral  works,  or  into  the  lock  for 
exportation.  1 trufl:,  if  ever  the  plan  is  refumed,  that  it  may  ex- 
tend a little  farther,  to  the  collieries  belonging  to  Sir  Roger 
Mojlyn  and  myfelf,  and  others  which  may  be  difeovered  here- 
after. Nor  fee  we  any  reafon  for  our  exclufion  by  fo  impolitic 
a partiality  ! The  more  choice  of  fhops,  the  cheaper  the  goods. 
Both  of  the  plans  were  taken  by  the  able  engineer,  Mr.  William 
je/fop,  in  the  year  1785,  and  declared  to  be  prabticable.  The 
expence  indeed  would  have  been  very  great ; but  alas  ! the  afpect 
of  the  times  forbids  us  to  flatter  ourfelves  with  the  refumption  of 
the  great  defign. 

The  Mark,  or  place  where  the  veflTeis  lie  to  receive  or  difeharge 
their  lading,  is  about  two  miles  from  the  turnpike  gate.  The 
channel  of  the  Holywell  river  is  to  be  feen  at  low  water  meandring 
to  it,  and  might  prove  a ufeful  means  of  improving  the  commerce 
of  the  country.  At  prefent  the  veflels  muft,  on  the  recefs  of  the 
tide,  lie  dry,  and  in  hard  gales,  before  they  get  afloat,  are  fubjedt 
to  much  danger.  The  fands  aifofhift,  and  make  the  Mark  ov  an- 
choring-ground often  precarious. 

The  River  Bee  Company  have  power  to  inclofe  as  far  as  the 
channel  of  the  Bee,  which  in  Holywell  parifh  is  fuppofed  to  extend 
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as  fai’  as  three  miles  from  the  turnpike  road.  In  a late  adt  of 
parlement  for  afcertaining  the  rights  of  the  parlfh,  and  thofe  of 
the  company,  in  the  Ipring  of  1791,  the  agents  for  the  company, 
after  the  a(5t  to  confirm  a line  of  boundary  between  the  property 
of  the  company  and  the  part  of  the  marfii  which  was  common, 
had  been  twice  read,  introduced  claufes  to  render  their  pro- 
perty extra-parochial,  and  confequently  to  exempt  the  occu- 
piers from  contributing  to  the  church  and  poor,  and  other  parochial 
rates  of  Holywell,  IVhiuford,  or  any  parifhes  concerned  j and  alfo 
to  exempt  future  houfeholders  from  being  liable  to  execute  any 
offices  within  thofe  parifhes  ; and  at  the  expence  of  others,  artfully 
attempting  to  exonerate  their  tenants  from  bearing  any  part  of 
the  burdens.  But  the  defign  was  difeovered,  and  the  offenfive 
claufe  omitted. 

The  company  have  obtained 'a  grant  of  all  their  lands  from 
the  parifh  of  Hawarden  to  that  of  JVbiteford,  under  the  follow- 
ing circumftances ; ‘ Lands  dereli<51:  by  the  fea  belong  to 
‘ his  prerogative  ; and  being  confequently  extra-parochial,  the 
‘ tythes  are  due  to  the  king ; and  if  he  grants  them,  his  patentee 
‘ ffiall  have  them.’  Such  is  the  opinion  of  Sir  John  Comyns,  as 
conveyed  to  me  by  the  favor  of  Edward  Jones,  efquirc,  of  IVepre 
hall. 

Wat’s  Dike.  On  paffing  the  turnpike  gate,  a fmall  walk  brings  us  to  the 
fite  ofthe^abby  and  caftle  o(  BafmgwerKvi  place  of  importance 
in  the  wars  between  die  Englijh  and  PEelJh.  The  land  towards 
the  fea  is  deeply  (loped.  The  weft  fide  was  protected  by  a deep 
gully,  formed  by  the  river.  The  fouth-eaft  by  the  vaft  ditch, 
-ivliich  had  hitherto  been  miftaken  for  that  made  by  Offa,  king 
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of  the  Mercians.  I owe  the  deteflion  of  the  error  to  Mr.  John 
EvanSi  of  Llwyn  y Groes,  v/ho  proves  it  to  be  one  termination  of 
another  ftupendous  work  of  the  fame  kind,  called  hVai's  Dike, 
which  appears  by  his  magnificent  map  of  North  Wales,  pub- 
lifbed  this  year,  to  have  hrft  become  vifible  near  Maejbury  mill, 
in  OJwefiry  pariili,  v;here  it  is  loll  in  moraffy  ground ; from  thence 
it  takes  a northern  direction  to  Hen  ddinas,  and  by  Pentre'r  Clawdd^ 
to  Gohowen,  the  fine  of  a fmall  fort,  called  Bryn y CafielU  in  the 
parifh  of  Whittington : then  crolTes  Prys  Henlle  Common,  in  the 
parifh  of  St.  Martin  j goes  over  the  Ceiriog,  between  Brynkinallt 
and  Pont  y Blezo  forge,  and  the  Pee  below  l\cmt  y Bela ; from 
whence  it  pafles  through  Wynnjlay  Parh,  by  anotlier  Pentre  ’r 
Clawdd,  or  townfhip  on  the  ditch,  to  Eruoig,  the  feat  of  Philip 
Torke,  efq.  where  there  was  another  flrongfort  on  its  courfe:  from 
Erddig  it  goes  above  Wrexham,  near  Melin  Pulejion,  by  Polydd, 
Maejgwyn,  Rhos  ddu,  Croes  oneiras,  Mr.  Shaker  ley's  Gvjerjyllt 
Grofies  the  Aim,  and  through  the  townfhip  of  Llai,  to  Rhydin,  in  the 
county  of  Flint ; above  which  is  Caereftyn,  a Briiiflj  poll : from  hence 
it  runs  by  Hope  church,  along  the  fide  of  Molejdale,  v/hich  it  quits 
towards  die  lower  part,  and  turns  to  Mynydd  Lychdyn,  Monachlog 
near  Northop,  by  Northop  mills,  Bryn-moel,  Coedy  Uys,  Nanty  Flint, 
Cefn  y Coed,  through  the  Strand  fields  near  Holyrjueli,  to  its  ter- 
mination'below  the  abby  of  Bafingwerk.  I have  been  thus  mi- 
nute in  giving  its  courfe,  becaufe  it  is  fo  often  confounded  with 
Offals  ditch,  which  attends  the  former  at  unequal  diftances,  from 
five  hundred  yards  to  three  miles,  till  the  latter  is  totally  loft. 

It  is  obfervable,  that  there  are  numbers  of  fmall  artificial 
mounts,  the  fites  of  fmall  forts,  in  many  places  along  its  courfe. 
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as  well  as  that  Offa's.  Thefe  were  garrifoned,  and  feem  In- 
tended for  the  fame  purpofes  as  the  towers  in  the  famous  Chineje 
wall,  to  watch  the  motions  of  neighbors,  and  to  repel  any 
hoftile  incurfions. 

It  is  remarkable  that  Wat's  dike  (hould  have  been  overlooked, 
or  confounded  with  that  of  Offa,  by  aU  writers  except  by  'Thomas 
Churchyard  the  poet,  who  affigns  the  objeft  of  the  work  : that  the 
fpace  intervening  between  the  two  was  free  ground,  where  the 
Britons  and  Saxons  might  meet  with  fafety  for  all  commercial 
purpofes. 

Vestiges  of  the  fortrefs  appear  In  the  foundation  of  a wall  on 
the  edge  of  the  ditch,  and  on  the  road  fide,  near  the  turnpike  gate, 
oppofite  to  the  ruins  of  the  abby.  Lord  Lyttelton  * fays,  that  the 
founder  was  an  earl  of  Chejler.  I imagine  that  it  muft  have  been 
Richard^  fon  of  Hugh  Lupus,  and  fecond  earl  of  Chejler,  and  that 
the  abby  was  fortified  by  reafon  of  a danger  he  had  incurred  near 
the  abby  : for  even  religious  iihitiuir-ns  had  no  exemption,  tempore 
.necejfitatis,  belli  licitum  eft,  hojpitari  et  in  cajlellari  in  ecclefia  f. 

The  fiift  noticcvl  find  of  it  is  in  the  life  of  St.  Werburg,  by 
BradJha’X) ; who  informs  us,  that  Richard,  on  his  return  out  of 
Normandy,  where  he  had  been  educated,  began  his  reign  with  an 
a6t  of  piety.  He  attempted,  in  1 1 19,  a pilgrimage  to  the  well 
of  St.  Wenefrcde ; but,  either  in  going  or  returning,  was  attacked 
by  the  Weljh,  and  obliged  to  take  fhelter  in  BaJ'mgwerk.  He 
applied  to  St.  Werburg  for  relief ; who  miraculoufly  raifed 
certain  fands  betw^cen  Flintjhire  and  Wiral,  and  thus  gave  means 

Jlift.  Hi  uy  II.  3d  edit.  ii.  quoted  in  338.  Coll.  Curious  Dlfcourjes,  i.  aoa, 
f Inhoccntius  de  immimitate  ecchjia, 
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to  his  conftable  to  pafs  to  his  affiftance : which  fanns,  from 
that  time,  were  called  the  Covftable  s Sands.  Bradfoaw  ftyles  the 
place  of  his  retreat  an  abby ; a proof  that  here  had  been  a re- 
ligious community  before  the  time  ufually  alTigned  for  the  foun- 
dation of  this  houfe.  I mud:  alfo  draw  from  Lord  Lytteltoyi^  au- 
thority (for  I can  find  no  other)  that  this  caftle  was  demolilhed  by 
the  Welfi)  in  the  reign  of  Stephen 

He  NRY  11.  in  1157,  after  his  efcape  from  the  ambufcade  of 
EulOi  left  Bafingwerk  reftoredj  well  fortified,  and  manned  f , in 
order  to  fecure  a retreat  on  any  future  difafter.  He  did  the 
fame  by  the  caftle  of  Riiddlan.  In  his  days  the  inland  parts  of 
our  county  were  a dangerous  wild  of  foreft.  After  his  defeat 
he  never  trufted  himfelf  among  our  woods  j but  made  his 
marches  along  the  open  fhores. 

The  fame  monarch  left  another  Ipecies  of  garrifon  J ; for  he 
eftablifhed  here  a houfe  of  knights  templars,  a military  order 
introduced  into  England  in  the  preceding  reign.  They  were 
firft  inftituted  in  the  Holy  Land  for  the  proteftion  of  pilgrims  ^ 
and  poflibly  Henry  might  have  the  fame  in  view  in  fixing  them 
here,  to  fecure  the  Englijh  devotees  in  performing  their  vows  to 
our  neighboring  faint,  who  feems  about  this  time  to  have  come 
■into  reputation.  It  is  fingular,  that  thefe  religious  knights  were 
allowed  at  their  inftitution  only  one  horfe  between  two ; yet  fo 
greatly  did  they  flourifh,  that  about  the  year  1 240,  or  a hundred 
and  fifty  years  after  their  inftitution,  the^  order  had  acquired,  in 
different  parts  of  Chriftendom^  nineteen  thoufand  manors. 

This  caftle  was  but  of  very  fliort  duration  j for  in  the 

gallant  prince  Owen  Gwynedd  laid  fiege  to  it,  took  [j  and  levelled 
* Hi/l,  Henry  II.  f M.  Paris,  129.  J Pau-e/,  208.  W Poeoel,  223. 
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it  to  tlie  ground  i after  which  the  name  occurs  no  more  as  a 
fortrefs.  I think  at  this  period  it  belonged  to  Hugh  de  Bello 
CampOi  or  Beauchamp,  on  whom  this  and  Ruddlan  caftle  had  been 
bellowed  by  the  Hnglijh  monarch  *. 

Abby.  X HE  abby  f , of  which  there  are  fome  confiderable  remains,  was 
founded  in  1131  (according  to  the  opinion  of  Bifhop  T’anner) 
by  Randal  the  fecond  earl  of  Chefier : according  to  Bifhop  Fleet- 
wood,  by  Henry  II.  For  my  part,  I believe  it  to  be  of  greater 
antiquity  j but  do  not  pretend  to  derive  its  origin.  No  light  into 
the  matter  can  be  collefled  from  the  charters  prelerved  by 
Sir  William  Dugdale.  There  are  three  of  them,  either  ferving 
to  confirm  the  antlent  donations,  or  confer  new:  in  each  is 
mention  of  the  earl  as  a benefadlor ; but  there  is  not  the  left 
hint  of  his  having  been  the  founder.  I muft  attribute  that 
honor  to  one  of  the  princes  of  Wales  for  both  Lhewelyn  ap  Jor- 
werth,  and  his  fon  David,  in  their  refpedbive  charters  recite,  that 
they  give  and  confirm  the  feveral  donations  to  God,  St.  Mary, 
the  monaflery  of  Bajingwerk,  and  the  monks,  which  had  been 
beftowed  on  them  by  their  predecefibrs  for  the  falvation  of  their 
fouls. 

Randal  was  certainly  a great  benefadlor ; for  it  appears,  that 
before  his  days  the  monks  had  only  a chapel  here.  From  that 
period  it  became  confiderable  j and  about  that  time  part  of  the 
prefent  buildings  were  eredled,  for  the  conveniency  of  its  inhabi- 
tants, who  were  of  the  Ciftercian  order. 


• Annales  Wavtrleienfes,  159. 
•r  Greenfield, 
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Gir ALDUS  calls  it  celltila  de  Bqfingwerk  He  lodged  here 
a night  in  the  train  of  Archbilhop  Baldwyn,  on  his  progrefa 
through  PFales  to  preach  the  crufade.  He  took  with  him  our 
eloquent  countryman,  on  account  of  his  Ikill  in  the  WelJJo  lan- 
guage. 

The  architefture  is  mixed.  Here  appears  wdiatis  called 
having  the  round  arches  and  Ihort  columns  in  fome  parts ; and  the 
Gothic  narrow  flips  of  high-pointed  windows  in  others.  The 
firft  fpecies  had  not  fallen  out  of  ufe,  and  the  laft  was  coming 
into  falhion,  in  the  days  of  the  firft  great  benefadtor. 

The  church  lay  on  the  eaft  fide  j but  is  now  almoft  deftroyed. 
The  refedlory  is  pretty  entire  ; and  on  one  fide  has  a great  recefs, 
with  two  round  arches.  The  pillars  which  fupport  tliem  are 
very  curious,  formed  of  circular  ftones  of  the  form  of  cheefes,  fet 
clofe  one  upon  the  other. 

Above  were  the  cells  for  the  lodgings  of  the  monks,  with  a 
fmall  window  to  each. 

T HE  chapel  of  the  knights  templars  is  a fpacious  building. 
The  windows  are  long,  narrow,  and  pointed ; the  pilafters  be- 
tween them  on  the  infide  flender  and  elegant. 

Whatever  monuments  or  inferiptions  might  have  been  in 
the  church,  are  totally  deftroyed,  unlefs  that  which  may  be  found 
in  one  of  the  out-houfes.  It  preferves  the  memory  of  a pious 
emigrant  of  the  laft  century,  George,  youngeft  and  eighth  fon  of 
William  fecond  Lord  Petre,  who,  plagued  with  the  fanatical  per- 
fecutions  in  the  reign  of  Charles  I.  quitted  his  country,  died  at 
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Wexford)  and  was  brought  to  Bofingwerk  for  interment.  The 
following  is  the  infcription  : 


lESUS  % 


^ MARIA. 


HERE  ♦ LYETH  ♦ TH  ♦ Y ♦ BODY  . OF  ♦ GEORGE  . PE 
TRE  * LATE  ♦ OF  ♦ GREENFIELD  . IN  , FLINT 
SHIRE,  Efq.  SONE  TO  ♦ W ♦ LORD  ♦ PETRE 
BARON  ♦ OF  . INGLESTON  ♦ IN  ♦ ESSEX  ♦ & 

E 

MARRIED  ANE  ♦ Y ♦ RELICT  ♦ OF  ♦ lOHN 

E 

MOSTOIN  . Efq.  ♦ BEING  ♦ Y DAUGHTER 

E 

OF  ♦ HENRY  ♦ FOX,  ♦ Efq.  ♦ WHO  ♦ FOR  ♦ Y ♦ RO* 
MANE  ♦ CATHOLIQUE  ♦ FAITH  ♦ & . LOYAL' 

TIE 


TY  ♦ TO  ♦ HIS  ♦ MA  ♦ LEFT  ♦ HIS  ♦ COUNTRY  ♦ 

& ♦ SPENDING  ♦ HIS  . TIME  ♦ "w  ♦ GREAT  ♦ 
EDIFICATION  ♦ OF  ♦ HIS  . NEIGHBOVRS  ♦ 

E 

DIED  ♦ AT  ♦ WEXFORD  T 26  DAY  OF  SEP. 

AN  « Do  1647  AGED  34. 

There  are  fome  remains  of  offices,  ufed  at  prefent  by  a 
tanner.  Within  lefs  than  fifty  years,  much  of  the  habitable  part 
was  ftanding  j and  fomctimes  ufed  by  the  worthy  family,  the 
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Moftyns  of  l^relacre.  A lady  of  the  family  now  living  was  born 
within  thefe  walls. 

Greenfield  House,  which  was  built  by  that  worthy  friend  of 
mine,  the  late  relid  of  Sir  George  Mojiyn,  baronet,  of  'Tre- 
lacre,  was  built  as  a dower-houfe  for  her,  and  the  widows  of  the 
family.  It  is  a neat  brick  houfe  on  the  well  fide  of  the  turnpike 
road,  oppolite  to  the  ruins  of  the  abby,  commanding  a fine  view 
of  the  efluary,  and  the  Chejhire  fhore.  It  is  at  prefent  in  the 
hands  of  the  great  copper  companies,  being  leafed  to  them  with 
part  of  the  ftream  on  which  their  works  ftand. 

During  the  preparations  for  the  conqueft  of  Wales  bj  Ed- 
ward I.  the  abby  was  under  the  protedion  of  the  Englijh.  There 
are  extant  two  orders  for  the  purpofe,  providing  that  they  had 
no  commerce  with  what  are  ftyled  the  Weljh  rebels  *.  I imagine 
that  the  convent  was  firmly  attached  to  the  vidor  j for  I have 
been  informed  that  there  are,  among  the  lifts  of  fummons  in  the 
Tower,  writs  for  calling  the  abbot  to  parlement,  in  the  23d,  24th, 
28th,  3 2d,  and  34th  of  Edward  I. 

According  to  the  valuation  of  its  revenues  in  1534,  the  grofs 
fum  at  the  diftblution  was,  according  to  Dugdale,  1 50/.  7 r.  3/^.  j 
to  Speed,  In  1553*  there  remained  in  charge  4/, 

in  annuities  -j-. 

The  particular  endowments,  as  I colled  from  Dugdale 
were  thefe ; Henry  III.  by  charter,  grants  and  confirms  ten 
'Ihrates  in  Longenedale  in  Derhyjhire,  with  the  church  of  Glojfope, 

♦ Ayloffe  s Rotuli  68,  82.  f Willis' s Ahbies.^  1.  312. 

J Monqfticon,  1.  720,  cr’t'. 
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and  ail  its  appertenances,  to  be  held  by  them  as  freely  aa 
William  Peverel  held  the  fame  in  the  time  of  -Henry  his  grand- 
father. The  fame  charter  confirms  the  donations  of  Ranulfh 
earl  of  Chejler,  and  other  barons,  viz.  Holywell^  Fulbrooky  the 
chapel  of  Bafmgwerk,  t’.ie  antient  refidence  of  the  monks,  with 
the  mills  and  their  appertenances ; likewife  Holes,  and  a moiety 
of  Lecche,  and  one  hundred  (hillings  of  the  revenues  of  Chejier, 
the  gift  of  the  faid  earl.  Calders  with  its  inhabitants,  and  finally, 
Kethlenedei,  sd(\.t  gift  of  Robert  Banajlre. 

Lhewelyn  ap  Jorwerth,  prince  of  Wales,  and  cotemporary 
with  Henry  III.  confirms  all  the  donations  of  his  anceftors; 
particularly  the  fite  of  their  houfe,  the  mill  before  their  gate, 
and  the  land  before  their  doors  ,*  which  laft  was  granted  to 
them  by  Ramdfhus,  and  his  brother  Mneas,  The  fame  grant 
gives  them  alfo  the  land  of  Meredeth  Wawor,  in  Holywell ; Ful^ 
brook  -,  a community  of  pafturage  .on  the  mountains  j Hanot  de 
le  Weceh,  and  Cr  mgr  aft,  with  all  their  appertenances.  His  fon 
and  fuccelTor,  David  ap  Lhewelyn,  by  another  charter,  confirms 
the  donations  of  his  father,  and  adds  the  lands  of  Huttred,  brother 
to  Meredeth  Wawor  of  Holywell ; the  church  of  Holywell,  and  the 
chapel  oiHolful-,  and  the  land  and  ;paftu rage  of  Gelli,  before 
granted  by  his  father.  He  likewife  empowers  them  to  buy  and 
fell  every  thing  toll-free  -in  all  his  territories,  for  the  ufe  of  their 
houfe.  Alfo,  the  fifth  part  of  the  fifli  itaken  in  his  fiflieries  at 
Ruddlan-,  andithe  tenth  of.the  filh  belonging  to  him  in  other 
parts.  He  confirms  to  them  all  the  village  of  Wenhewm,  with 
all  its  inhabitants  and  appertenances,  being  the  gift  of 
Bowen  de  Borkenton,  and  confirmed  by  Helyjo,  He  at  the  fame 
d ' time 


BASINGV/ERK  ABBT. 

time  confirms  the  lands  and  pafturage  in  Penthlin^  the  gift  of 
his  father. 

D AVID  alfo  bellowed  on  the  monks  of  Ba/ingwerk,  FokbrcCy 
'Feilehrocy  or  as  it  is  now  called  Fulhrocky  feated  near  the  wcllern 
extremity  of  the  parilhj  which  is  mentioned  in  the  confirmation  of 
the  grant  to  that  convent  by  Henry  11.  and  again  in  the  confirma- 
tion of  the  charters  renewed  to  it  by  Llewellyn  ap  Jorwerth  and 
his  fon.  The  monks  had  a grainge  on  thefe  lands,  ar,d  right  of 
pafturage  on  the  mountain,  in  common  with  the  neighboring  in- 
habitants*. fThe  Grange  is  at  prefent  afarm-houfe,  the  property 
of  Sir  Fyers  Moftyny  and  ftill  retains  its  antient  name. 

This  charter  is  dated  from  Colejhill  in  1240,  and  witnefied  by 
Hugh  bilhop  of  St.  JJaphy  and  his  chancellor,  the  famous  Ednyfed 
Vychan,  and  others. 

Tanner  f mentions  the  tithes  of  Blackhrook,  and  the  wood  of 
Langdon ; lands  in  Chanclejworth ; the  manor  of  Weft  Kirkby  in 
Chejhire-y  the  filver  mine  near  Bafingwerk-,  free  warren  in  Gethliy 
Menegrangey  Ouregrange,  Beggerburghy  and  Holywell. 

T HE  abby  alfo  was  poflefled  of  the  hofpital  or  chapel  of  Sponne 
near  Coventryy  which  had  been  originally  founded  by  Hugh  Cevei- 
lioc  earl  of  Chefter,  who  probably  bellowed  it  on  thefe  monks 

The  revenues  of  the  abbot  amounted  in  the  whole,  reck- 
oning thofe  arifing  from  the  mills,  lands,  cows,  and  Iheep, 
to  46  /.  1 1 j. 

In  the  grant  to  the  abby  of  Baftngwerky  of  the  lands  in  the 
Ftak  ofDerhyJhirey  there  is  a claufe  referving  the  venifon  to  the 

* Dugdale's  Monajl.  I.  720,  721.  f Notitiay  yiu 

Dugdale's  WarimeiJ/drey  I.  197. 
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king,  with  the  confent  of  the  abbot  and  convent  j for  the  pre- 
fervation  of  which  two  forefters  were  appointed  by  the  king : but 
the  grantees  were  allowed  to  kill  hares,  foxes,  and  wolves 

In  1540,  the  houfe  and  lands  in  the  neighborhood  were 
granted  to  Henry  ap Harry y of  the  tribe  o{EdnQV}ain  Bendezo  ■,  whofe 
only  daughter  Hnney  by  her  marriage  v/ith  William  Mojlyny 
efquire,  of  ’Erelacre,  conveyed  it  into  that  family,  in  which  it  now 
remains. 

I CANNOT  recover  the  names  of  any  m.ore  than  two  of  the 
abbots.  'Ehomas  ap  Dafydd  Pennant  prefided  over*the  houfe  in  the 
time  of  Guttun  Owainy  a bard  who  fiouriflied  in  the  year  1480. 
Befide  that,  and  another  eulogift  mentioned  in  p.  34,  I may 
add  a third,  viz.  'Thomas  ap  Rhys  ap  Howely  of  Stokyny  who  pub- 
lifhed  an  awdl  or  ode  in  his  praife.  It  is  to  be  found  in  the  Se- 
bright Collehliony  vol.  i.  p.  37.  among  a colleiSlion  of  poems  and 
prophecies  delivered  by  the  bard  when  the  aweny  or  furor  poeticusy 
had  full  pofleflion  of  him. 

I SHALL  not  here  repeat  what  I have  faid  of  this  celebrated 
abbot,  in  pp.  33,  34,  but  refer  to  them  for  his  hiftory.  I fliall 
only  add  here,  that  the  ruins  of  a noble  oak,  ftill  to  be  feen  near 
the  remains  of  the  abby,  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  his  co- 
temporary, 

I HAVE  fpoken  of  his  fon  and  fucceflbr  Hicholas,  at  pp.  24,  34 ; 
and  lhall  again,  in  the  article  Bagillty  refume  the  fubjedt. 

The  whole  road  from  the  abby  to  St.  Wenefrede's  well,  is  moft 
remarkably  piflurefque,  along  a narrow  but  deep  valley,  bounded 
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on  one  fide  by  hanging  woods.  In  former  times  the  facred 
ftream  hurried  to  the  fea  unconfined  by  the  bufy  manufactures. 
During  the  reign  of  pilgrimages  nothing  but  the  corn-mills, 
the  property  of  the  monks,  found  employ  for  its  waters. 

Before  I advance  up  the  valley,  let  me  obferve,  that  notwith- 
Handing  it  has  the  common  caufes  of  health,  a rapid  ftream,  and 
the  greateft  part  of  the  year  a brifle  wind  (ufually  from  weft  to 
eaft)  yet  it  is  vifited  with  the  ufual  difeafes  of  the  country,  in  a 
degree  even  greater  than  other  parts  nor  has  the  angina  maligna, 
hereafter  to  be  fpoken  of,  Ipared  the  children  of  this  little 
trad. 

Commerce  found  its  way  to  the  valley  about  fifty  years  ago. 
I can  remember  the  building  of  the  works  of  white  and  of 
red  lead  under  the  condud  of  Meffrs.  Smedley.  But  prior  to  thefe, 
a little  above,  was  a tilting-mill,  and  an  iron-wire  mill.  The 
firft  leffees  were  Hart  and  Co.  from  Torkjhire.  They  were  fuc- 
ceeded  by  Mr.  Barker  and  Sir  James  Creed,  who  ereded  a new 
one  on  the  lower  part  of  the  ftream.  On  Mr.  Barker's,  death  the 
remainder  of  the  term  was  purchafed.  by  Mr.  John  Norman 
and  Mr.  Reuben  Chambers.  Under  a new  leafe  Mr.  John  Chambers 
converted  the  old  mill  into  a fteel-wire-mlll  before  which  his  mo- 
ther ufed  it  for  a warehoufe  for  a coarfe-paper-mill.  The  Parys 
mine  company  fucceeded  to  both  the  premifes,  and  covered  them 
with  their  important  edifices. 

It  muft  be  obferved,  that  the  antient  corn-mills,  belonging  to 
the  abby,  ftood  where  the  paper-mill  was,  the  molendina  qua  juxta 
^ortam^abbatia  habent 


White  and  Re» 
Lead  Works. 


Iron-Wir* 

Miti-. 


Paper  Miti*. 


■ * DtigdaU  Monajl.  I.  72 1, 

C c 


On 


20  J 


OLD  SMELTING-WORK. 


Snuff  Mills, 


Old  Smelting- 
Work. 


’ On  this  ftream  had  been  three  rnuff-millsj  the  oldeft  was  occu- 
pied by  Mr.  Edward  Jones ^ tobacconift,  now  living.  It  joined 
the  old  and  iippermoft  corn-mill.  It  was  taken  down  by  the 
cotton  company,  who  on  the  fite  built  part  of  the  new  corn-mill, 
near  the  Holywell  fpring. 

Peter  Parky,  tobacconifl:,  had  two  fnuff-mills,  one  on  the 
land  of  John  Pierce,  joiner,  deceafed,  a little  below  the  crefeent 
cotton-mill.  It  was  purchafed  by  the  braL  battering-mill  com- 
pany, for  the  fake  of  giving  their  pool  a little  greater  depth  of 
water,  which  built  another  for  Peter  Parry,  below  their  brafs- 
works. 

An  antient  fmelting-work  flood  in  my  memory  on  the  fite 
of  the  old  cotton-mill,  and  part  of  the  garden.  They  were  eredted 
before  the  year  1733,  by  leafe  from  Roger  Pennant,  efq.  of 
Bagillt.  I do  not  recolledt  the  names  of  the  leffees,  but  the  com- 
pany was  known  by  that  of  Madam  Kaye  and  Co.  The  fmoke 
did  fuch  injury  to  the  fine  woods  belonging  to  Sir  George  Mojlyn, 
of  Prelacre,  bart.  as  to  occafion  many  law-fuits  between  Sir 
George  and  the  company ; fo  that  there  enfued  a total  ceflation  of 
the  fmelting-trade  in  thefe  works.  Whether  the  fuit  came  to  a 
decifion,  does  not  appear.  The  fuit  mufl  have  commenced 
before  March  2.6th,  1733,  from  which  day  all  proceedings, 
which  ufed  before  to  be  in  Latin,  were  to  be  carried  on  in  the  Eng~ 
lijh  tongue.  Juft  before  that  period  poor  Sir  George  fuffered  a 
nonfuit,  for  ufing  the  word  prope  inftead  of  juxta ; and  was  foiled  a 
fecond  time,  by  ufing  in  the  proceeding  the  title  of  Sir  George 
Mojiyn,  inftead  of  George  Mojlyn,  efq.  his  elder  brother  being  liv- 
ing, and  at  that  time  an  ecclefiaftic  in  the  church  of  Rome:  and  it 
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is  Tald  that  he  fuffered  a third  repulfe,  by  ftating  that  the  works 
were  in  the  townfliip  of  Greenfield^  inftead  of  Holywell^  or  vice 
verja. 

How  the  affair  ended  I cannot  learn.  The  building  reverted 
into  the  hands  of  the  heirs  of  the  leffors.  Edward  Eennanty  efq. 
granted  a leafe  of  it,  in  1758,  to  Mr.  Champion^  partner  and 
agent  in  the  Warmley  company,  near  Brifioly  who  there  calcined 
black-jack.  He  was  the  firfl:  who  engaged  in  fuch  a concern  in 
tills  country,  and  probably  in  Great  Britainy  which  he  carried  on 
under  the  protedion  of  a patent. 

A PIN-MILL  was  built  in  1764,  for  the  ufe  of  James  Eden y 
pin-maker,  who  occupied  it  about  two  years,  and  then  failed. 
The  next  occupier  was  Mrs.  Chamber Sy  who  converted  it  into  a 
coarfe-paper  mill,  and  continued  the  ufe  of  it  till  1783,  when 
it  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  cotton-company,  which  turned 
it  into  a fmithy;  and,  finally,  three  corn-mills,  formed  with 
the  above  the  fum  of  the  works  upon  the  ftream,  in  my  early 
days.  The  lower  of  thefe  two,  reckoning  from  the  well,  was 
pulled  down. 

In  the  year  1766  began  the  memorable  epoch  in  the  annals  of 
our  famous  ftream,  when  the  late  Mr.  Patten  of  Warringtony  and 
Co.  built  thefirft  battering-mill  for  copper  and  brafs.  In  about  ten 
years  from  that  time,  Mr.  John  Smalley y now  deceafed,  introduced 
the  firft  manufadure  of  cotton.  By  his  fucceflbrs,  and  by  the  great 
copper-companies,  thofe  behemoths  of  commerce,  our  little  Jordan 
was  foon  drunk  up.  By  their  fkill  and  induftry  they  fucceeded, 
to  the  benefit  of  the  ftate,  and  to  their  private  emolument.  T!ho, 
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WilltamSi  efquire*,  that  ufeful  and  adive  charader,  with  unparal-  _ 
Ided  fpeed,  covered  the  lower  part  of  the  ftream,  or  that  next  to  the 
fea,  with  buildings  ftupendous  in  expence,  extent,  and  ingenuity 
'of  contrivance.  Thefe  great  works  are  under  the  firm  of  the 
Parts  Mine  Company.  The  buildings  were  completed  in  the 
year  1780,  and  held  under  leafe  from  Sir  Pyers  Mojlyn,  bart. 
owner  of  the  whole  ftream,  excepting  a fmall  part.  To  Mr. 
Samiel  U^illiamjon,  chief  agent  of  this  part  of  the  works,  I am 
indebted  for  the  account  of  the  works  carried  on  here.  Thefe 
are  entirely  confined  to  the  manufadure  of  copper. 

In  this  department  is  a great  forge  for  heating  the  cakes  of 
copper,  previoufly  to  their  being  beat  into  pans,  or  rolled  into 
fhearhings,  &c.  &c.  The  wheels  and  machinery  are  fet  in 
^motion  by  the  water  from  a large  pool,  parallel  to  the  road, 
which  is  filled  from  the  ftream,  and  let  out  by  another  channel 
ito  effed  its  purpofes. 

These  maybe  called  the  great  magazines  fbr  the  fupply  of  the 
royal  navy  with  the  various  neceffaries  in  copper,  fuch  as  fheath- 
ings,  bolts,  and  nails.  Some  of  the  bolts  are  twenty  feet  long, 
and  fo  hardened  by  rolling  and  battering,  as  to  be  capable  of 
being  driven  almoft  to  their  heads,  in  the  entrance  forward,  and 
run  abaft  of  the  Ihips  where  the  beds  of  timber  are  the  thickeft; 
which  work  is  facilitated  by  boring  with  an  auger  two-thirds  of 
the  length. 

Some  of  the  nails  are  a foot  in' length,  and  from  that  fize  to  that 
of  a fadler’s  tack. 

Rudder  bands  and  braces  are  here  made  of  an  enormous 
• > * Member  for  Marlm. 
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fize ; fome,  defigned  for  the  largeft  firft-rates,  weighed  one  ton 
fourteen  hundred, 

T HE  number  of  men  employed  In  thefe  works  is  ninety-three. 
This  is  intended  when  they  are  in  full  employ  : the  fame  muft  be 
underftood  of  all  the  reft. 

T HE  head  of  water  to  this  mill  is  about  tw'enty-  one  feet  and  a 
half,  and  the  fuperfirial  furface  of  the  pool  about  112,028  feet. 

The  trade  of  thefe  works  is  not  confined  to  the  royal  navy. 
The  merchant  fhips  are  from  hence  fupplied  with  confiderable 
quantities  of  ftreathing,  bolts,  and  nails,  as  are  many  of  the 
Ihips  in  the  fervice  of  the  Eajl  India  Company. 

From  hence  braziers  are  furniflied  with  copper  veftels  of  all 
kinds,  and  the  materials  for  all  the  copper  branches  of  their 
bufinefs. 

The  works  on  this  river  are  fupplied  with  their  copper  from 
the  Parys  mine  and  Mona  mine  companies  j the  ore  of  which  is 
fmelted  chiefly  at  Ravenhead^  and  Stanley,  in  Lancajhire. 

The  Cernijh  ores  are  fmelted  at  Swanfey,  Neath,  Brijiol,  and  in, 
Cornwal. 

T he  Duke  of  Bevonpire't,  ores,  at  Whifton,  in  Derbyjhire. 

The  number  of  veflels  immediately  employed  by  the  copper- 
companies  on  this  river,  to  convey  the  feveral  manufadlures,  or 
the  materials  to  and  from  Leverpool,  and  the  other  places  con- 
nefted  with  them,  amount  to  between  thirty  and  forty,  from 
thirty  to  fifty  tons  burden. 

Mr.  Williams  has,  befides  the  works  on  the  Holywell  ftream, 
two  near  Marlow,  In  Buckinghamjhire,  upon  as  large  a fcale  as 
thofe  in  Greenfield,  There  are  alfo  in  this  kingdom  others  be- 
2 longing 
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longing  to  different  proprietors,  at  Congkton  and  Macclesfield^  in 
Chejhirey  at  Swanfiey^  and  Brifiol,  and  in  Cornwall  and  a number  in 
the  vicinity  of  London, 

I MUST  not  be  filent  on  the  fubjedt'of  the  moft  beautiful  coin 
or  token  in  ufe  by  this  great  company,  as  it  exceeds  in  elegance 
any  which  has  been  yet  emitted.  On  one  fide  is  the  head  of  a 
Druidy  emblematic  of  the  ifle  of  Mona,  the  antient  feat  of  the  ve- 
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nerable  order,  and  which  now  produces  the  material  of  the  coin. 
On  the  reverfe  is  the  cypher  of  Parys  mountain,  with  a promif- 
fory  legend  to  pay  one  penny,  or  one  half-penny,  as  it  happens  to 
be,  in  London,  Anglejey,  or  Leverpool,  to  bearer  on  demand. 

V.^ST  quantities  of  thefe  coins  are  counterfeited  at  Birmingham^ 
and  may  be  had  by  public  order  in  any  number. 

Above  thefe  works  is  a great  duller  of  vafl  fquare  chimnies, 
the  difcharge  of  the  tremendous  volumes  of  thick  black  fmoke, 
riling  from  the  making  of  brafs.  Thefe  are  the  brafs  melting- 
houfes  belonging  to  the  Greenfield  copper  and  brafs  company, 
under  the  diredlion  of  Mr.  Donhavand,  where  they  have  fix  large 
melting- houfes  with  twenty-four  fires,  each  fire  contains  nine 

4 

pots,  with  metal,  fluxes,  &c.  Here  they  make  plate- brafs  for  the 
purpofe  of  being  manufadlured  at  their  battery-mills,  plate-brafs 
for  wire  for  the  pin-manufadurers,  and  ingot-brafs  for  the  va- 
rious founders,  &c.  At  this  place  they  have  a mill,  places  to 
calcine,  buddle,  and  grind  the  lapis  calaminaris,  &c.  for  the  pur- 
pofe of  making  brafs  j alfo  a copper  forge,  not  ufed  at  prefent : 
the  head  of  water  is  about  1 1 f feet,  fuperficial  furface  of  the 
pool  about  23,664  feet.  The  number  of  the  men  employed  in 
thefe  works,  is  about  fifty.  The  materials  for  the  making  of 

brafs 

brafs  are  all  at  hand?  The  copper  fhot  and  clippings  are  from 
the  adjacent  works,  the  calamine  from  our  own  mines,  and  the 
charcoal  from  our  woods.  The  art  of  making  brafs  in  early 
times,  is  mentioned  before  at  pp.  123,  124.  The  firfl;  patent  for 
the  calamine  ftone,  and  the  ufe  thereof^  was  granted  to  William 
Humfrey^  and  Chrijlopher  Sbutz,  dated  the  17th  of  September y 1565, 
at  which  time  the  long  loft  art  in  thefe  kingdoms  began  to  revive. 

In  digging  the  foundation  for  the  brafs  melting-houfes,  Mr. 
Donbavand  difcovered  an  antient  Roman  hypocauft,  furniflied  with 
various  flues,  with  the  fuperincumbent  tiles  of  a fine  red  color. 
Thefe  artificial  hot- baths  and  fweating-rooms  were  the  grcateft 
luxuries  of  the  Romans.  This  proves  that  they  had  a ftationary 
fettlement  in  this  place,  probably  of  merchants  concerned  in  the 
mineral  works,  which  they  certainly  had  on  the  adjacent  moun- 
tains, of  which  I have  given  an  account  in  p.  122  of  this  book. 

Not  far  from  this  work,  on  the  eaft-fide  of  the  river,  is  the 
great  manufadlory  of  brafs  wire  of  every  denomination.  Alfo  here 
are  drawn  the  fquare  materials  for  making  copper  nails,  which  are 
formed  by  the  common  procefs  of  beating  and  heading.  This 
work  has  a head  of  twenty- three  feet,  which  is  capable,  by 'means 
of  an  extenfive  pool,  that  may  be  formed  above,,  of  having  a very 
large  work  built  on  the  now  vacant  Ipot. 

At  a fmall  diftance  to  the  fouth,  a moft  magnificent  cotton- 
work  foars,  like  the  tower  of  Babely  above  all  the  lower  buildings. 

I lhall  here  only  fay,  that  about  ten  weeks  before  its  completion, 
nothing  but  a void  appeared  before  me  : at  the  expiration  of  that 
fpace,  in  another  ride  I took,  I cannot  exprefs  my  aftonifliment 
at  feeing  the  enormous  mafs  rifen,  as  if  by  magic,  out  of  the 
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ground.  It  was  ere(5i:ed  in  the  fummer  of  1785:  is  thirty-fix 
yards  long,  ten  yards  wide,  and  fix  ftorles  high,  and  is  worked 
with  a water-wheel  eighteen  feet  high,  and  feven  feet  wide,  with 
a fall  of  water  of  fixteen  feet. 

At  fome  diftance  beyond  this  is  the  new  rolling  mill, 
eredted  in  1787*.  The  largefl:  and  moft  commodious  build- 
ing, for  the  purpofe  it  is  applied  to,  of  any  in  the  kingdom^ 
Its  area  within  the  walls  meafures  eighty-fix  feet  in  length, 
by  fixty-nine  in  breadth,  floored  with  iron  flags.  Its  height  in 
the  center  is  twenty-eight  feet  and  an  half.  The  roof  is  Angle, 
and  covered  with  copper,  fupported  in  the  center  by  two  pillars, 
eleven  feet  and  a half  diftant  from  each  other ; on  their  tops  are 
tranfverfe  timbers  fupporting  one  end  of  each  beam  which  more 
immediately  fuftains  the  roof,  the  other  end  refting  on  the  wall. 

The  water-wheels  are  of  call- iron,  upon  a curious  conftrudtion. 
They  are  three  in  number,  each  of  which  receives  its  fupply  of 
Water,  at  a height  of  about  forty-five  degrees,  from  an  iron-pipe 
fixed  in  the  bottom  of  the  penftock,  and  fo  fitted  to  the  buckets 
of  the  wheel,  that  fcarce  any  water  is  wafted  (of  which  we  are 
ftudioufly  careful.)  Wheels  fo  receiving  their  water  are  called 
hr eaft -wheels,  of  which  kind  I believe  all  the  wheels  on  this  ftream 
are,  excepting  that  belonging  to  the  corn-mill,  and  another  at 
this  company’s  brafs-works,  which  is  ufed  for  grinding  calamine ; 
the  water  by  that  mode  of  delivery  communicating  the  moft 
powerful  impulfe,  and  the  moft  fteady  motion.  The  iron-wheels 
here  are  twenty  feet  diameter,  and  they  will,  when  unclogged  with 

• This  is  fuperintended  by  Mr.  JoJe^h  Thomas,  to  whom  I am  indebted  for  the 
account. 
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heavy  weights,  perform  tv/enty  revolutions  in  a minute.  Novsr 
if  we  fuppofe  a wheel  of  that  diameter  moving  upon  a plane  widi 
the  fame  rapidity  with  which  it  revolves  on  its  axis,  k will,  in  a 
year,  deferibe  a line  nearly  equal  in  length  to  five  circles  of  our 
globe  at  the  equator.  The  yard  and  refervoir  of  water  pertain- 
ing to  this  noble  manufaftory  are  fuitable  to  its  magnitude,  and 
by  much  the  moft  fpacious  on  the  Holywell  ftream. 

The  number  of  men  employed  here  are  about  forty-fix. 

REMARKS. 

ift.  It  is  a certain  fa£t  that  the  people  conftantly  employed  in 
the  copper-manufadtories  are  as  healthy,  and  arrive  to  as  great 
an  age,  as  the  generality  of  people  employed  in  other  occupations 
not  connedled  with  fire  or  metal  j but  they  are  fcrupulous  ob- 
lervers  of  the  antient  law,  which  forbade  to  eat  with  unwafhen 
hands ; and  they  find  it  highly  neceflfary  to  perform  a careful  ab- 
lution of  the  whole  body  at  left  once  a week,  to  rub  off  the  cop- 
per duft,  which  adheres  to  their  bodies,  and  occafions  violent 
eruptions  of  a green  color,  evincing,  by  the  tinge,  their  origin. 
The  pain  and  fymptoms  are  oafily  removed  by  wafhing  with 
clean  water ; but  if  that  is  negleded,  the  confequences  become  fe- 
rious,  and  even  to  require  chirurgical  affiftance. 

2d.  Young  dogs,  which  have  acquired  a habit  of  licking  cop- 
per fheets  or  bars,  have  never  been  known  to  furvive  long.  The 
metallic  virus  by  that  means  conveyed  into  the  inteftines  fooa 
deftroys  the  animal  by  violent  purging. 
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3d,  Yet  it  maydeferve  notice,  that  the  writer  of  thefe  hints 
having  formerly  kept  a great  number  of  poultry  running  about 
the  yard,  he  obferved  that  the  fowls  preferred  drinking  the 
water  from  a fliallow  copper  pan  that  lay  out  of  doors,  and  was 
generally  full  of  rain-water,  tinged  of  a deep  green  color,  to 
frelh  clear  water,  of  which  there  was  abundance.  No  ill  effeft 
was  ever  known  to  have  happened  to  them  from  the  green 
water,  though  a fuccefiion  of  poultry  reforted  to  it  for  years. 

The  writer  of  this  having  been  employed  on  the  fpot,  from  the 
firft  opening  of  the  ground  for  the  foundations  of  the  mill  and 
other  buildings,  found  frequent  proofs  that  thefurface  of  the  land 
had  formerly  been  about  fourteen  nr  fixteen  feet  lower  than  at  the 
time  the  buildings  were  erefted.  His  inducements  to  form  that 
opinion  were, 

ift.  That  though  the  foil  contained  many  large  pebbles 
throughout  its  whole  depth,  yet  at  the  depth  of  twelve  to  fixteeen 
or  eighteen  feet,  grey  pebbles  of  large  fize  were  every  where 
found  in  great  abundance,  and  mixed  with  fand  or  gravel,  jufi;  as 
they  appear  on  the  fhelving  fliores  of  many  rivers. 

ad.  At  the  depth  of  fifteen  feet,  under  the  wood  where  the 
warehoufe  now  (lands,  the  head  of  a battle-axe  was  picked  up. 
The  writer  not  chancing  to  be  on  the  fpot  when  it  was  taken  up, 
could  gather  no  information  whether  any  part  of  the  handle  re- 
mained, but  fuppofes  not.  He  was  fliewn  the  fpot  where  it  lay, 
and  meafured  fifteen  feet  to  the  furface. 

3d.  And  the  mod  decifive  proof  is,  that,  after  cutting  down  an 
oak-tree  of  pretty  large  girth,  and  afterwards  clearing  away  the 
root,  in  digging  ftill  deeper,  for  the  foundation  of  the  prefent 
7 warehoufe. 
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warehoufej  the  workmen  found  a lime-kilnj  of  very  fmall  dimen- 
fion^  perhaps  it  would  contain  half  a ton  of  lime-ftonCj  but  perfed, 
and  having  calcined  lime  in  its  bafon.  It  was  conftrufted  of  the 
fame  kind  of  red  fand-ftone  as  that  now  below  JVepre.  The 
bottom  of  that  kilo  now  forms  the  lowed  foundation  of  the 
north-eaft  corner  of  the  warehoufe,  which  is  nearly  level  v/ith  the 
furface  of  the  cotton-mill-pool  below  it. 

Immediately  above  the  laft  are  the  works  under  the  fuper-  Grrenfiklo 
intendency  of  Mr.  Daniel  Donbavand^  who  with  great  civility  b^as7c^m^i'anv 
informed  me  of  their  origin,  and  confequent  improvements. 

Thefe  are  on  the  fite  of  the  brafs-battery-mills,  built  in  the  year 
1765,  and  fet  to  work  aot\\Sept.  \y6S.  The  firftbrafs  made  at 
Greenfieldy  was  on  the  20th  Auguft^  1766,  then  held  by  MelT.  Fatten 
and  Co.  ^xm.^'January  1786  they  have  been  in  the  hands  of 
Thomas  Williams^  efq,  and  Co.  under  the  firm  of  Fhe  Greenfield 
Copper  and  Brajs  Company y who  have  very  much  im:proved  them  by 
various  erections,  fo  as  to  enable  them  to  finifli  goods  for  Afrkay 
America^  and  moft  other  markets,  viz,  brafs  Neptunesy  or  large 
pans,  in  which  the  negroes  make  fait  j pans  for  getting  the  -gold 
out  of  their  rivers,  and  for  various  other  purpofes  •,  kettles ; 
brafs  and  copper  rods  j bright  and  black  manillas—tht  firft  are 
rings  for  ornaments  to  the  arms  and  legs,  the  lad  for  the  current 
money  of  the  country.  The  lad  are  not  unlike  the  golden 
bracelets  of  the  antlent  Britons,  the  ends  turned  up  and  flatted  j 
and  add  to  thefe  various  forts  of  latten,  brafs,  &c.  for  mathema- 
tical indruments,  &c.  &c. 

T HE  word  latten  is  applied  to  works  In  brafs,  with  which,  for 
certain  purpofes,  is  an  admixture  of  any  other  metal  Some- 
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times  it  is  made  a fynonym  of  brafs  itfelf.  Watjon's  EJays,  IV.  70, 
and  in  the  fame  page : and  Stringer.^  in  his  Opera  Mineralia  Ex- 
plicata^  p.  34.  gives  us  the  qualities  of  the  faid  latten^  as  explain- 
ed in  the  patent  of  7 th  Elizabeth  to  Humphrey  and  Shutz,  above- 
mentioned,  which  was  granted  to  Shutz  for  ‘ his  great  cunning, 

* knowlege  and  experience,  as  well  in  the  finding  the  calamine 
‘ ftone,  called  in  hatiriy  lapis  ialaminaris,  and  in  the  right  and 
‘ proper  commodity  thereof,  for  the  compofition  of  mixed  me- 
‘ tal,  commonly  called  latten^  and  in  reducing  it  to  be  fofc  and 
‘ malleable,  and  alfo  in  apting,  manuring,  and  working  the  fame 
‘ for  and  into  all  forts  of  battery  wares,  cafl-work,  and  wire, 

‘ and  alfb  in  the  mollifying  and  manuring  of  iron,  and  drawing 

* and  forging  of  the  fame  into  wire  and  plates  for  the  mak- 

* ing  of  armor,  and  alfo  for  divers  other  needful  and  profitable 
‘ ufes.’ 

The  word  latten  is  alfo  ufed  for  d diftindt  metal,  as  appears  by 
two  patents,  one  of  the  30th  Henry  VI.  to  his  chaplain  and  con- 
troller of  all  his  mines  of  gold,  &c.  in  Devon  and  Cornwall  (fee 
Stringer^  p.  20.)  j the  other  in  the  parent  of  icth  Elizabeth,  (fee 
IVatJon,  iv.  70.)  , both  which  mention  mines  of  latten.  But,  as  the 
Bifhop  obferves,  whatever  the  name  did  mean,  it  is  now  loft. 
I can  only  fay,  that  calamine  does  appear  in  fo  many,  and  fo  dif- 
ferent forms,  that  the  application  might  have  been  to  one  of 
them,  fince  the  qualities  feem  to  have  been  the  fame. 

The  head  of  water  to  thefe  mills  is  about  aif  feet;  and 
the  fuperficial  furface  of  the  pool  or  refervoir,  about  70,6^6 
feet. 

All 
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All  the  pools  belonging  to  the  feveral  works  are  v/ell  (locked 
with  trout  brought  frona  the  river  Wheeler,  which  flows  beneath 
Caerwis.  They  grow  to  a vaflfize  : I have  heard  of  one  which 
had  been  taken  in  the  brafs  mill-pool,  which  weighed  between 
eleven  pounds  and  twelve  pounds,  but  thofe  over-grown  fifh  do 
not  equal  in  flavor  thofe  of  an  inferior  fize.  The  three-fpined 
(tickle-back,  {Br.  ZooL  iii.  N’  229.)  a little  fifli,  feldom  of  the 
length  of  two  inches,  abound  in  this  ftream,  but  efpecially  in  ths 
(tiller  parts,  where  the  water  has  been  confined  for  the  ufe  of  the 
works.  Eels  are  the  only  fifh,  befides  thefe,  found  in  thefe 
waters. 

Th  OSE  beautiful  birds,  the  klngfifhers,.  are  very  frequent  about 
thefe  waters,  and  almoft  dazzle  the  e]fe  in  their  frequent  tranfi- 
tions  from  place  to  place- 

This  work  was  eredled  in  the  fpring  of  1790,  is  twenty-fix. 
yards  by  ten  wide,  and  is  fix  (lories  high.  It  is  worked  by  a 
water-wheel,  fifteen  feet  high,  and  ten  feet  wide,  with  a fall  of 
water  of  thirteen  feet  and  a half.  This  work  makes  a noble  figure 
on  the  (tream,  is  ornamented  with  a handlbme  cupola,  with  a 
fine  gilden  crefcent  on  the  top,,  from  which  it  receives  its 
name. 

A CORN -MILL  flood  On  part  of  the  fite  of  this  mill.  On  the 
dream  had  been,  within  thefe  few  years,  a tilting- mill,  under  the 
direction  of  Mr.  William  Smalley,  which  has  fince  been,  removed  to 
Avon  Wen,  below  Caerwis ; and  a wire-mill  on.  an  extenfive  fcale 
has  been  eredled  on  the  Wheeler,  at  a fmall  diflance  froim  the 
tilting-  mill,  in  the  beautiful  vale  of  Maes  Mynnan. 
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Old  Cotton- 
Mill, 


Greatest  Cot- 
ton-Mill. 


A LITTLE  beyond  the  crefcent-mill,  is  the  Old  Cotton  Milly  or 
that  which  was  firft  known  on  the  ftream.  It  was  ere(5ted  in  the 
fpring  of  the  year  1777,  ^7  NIr.  John  Smalley  y of  Prejtony  in  Lan- 
(ajhtre.  He  died  January  28th,  1782,  aged  53,  and  was  interred 
in  Whiteford  church-yard.  On  his  tomb  mention  is  made  of  his 
having  at  Holywell  eftabliflied  the  cotton -v/orks.  This  mill  is 
fmall  and  lov.^,  is  33  yards  long,  8 yards  wide,  and  only  three 
ftories  high,  and  is  worked  by  a water-wheel  15  feet  high,  and 
5 feet  wide,  with  a fall  of  water  of  1 1 feet  6 inches. 

Mr.  John  Smalley y fenior,  had  long  been  engaged  in  a cotton- 
work  at  Cromfordy  near  Matlocky  in  Derbyjhirey  unhappily  with- 
in the  baleful  influence  of  a tyrant  rival,  which  forced  him 
to  feek  the  prcteflion  of  St.  Wenefredey  under  which  he  pro- 
Ipered,  and  his  children  fiill  profper,  blelTing  the  benefit  of  the 
change  made  by  their  injured  parent, 

A LITTLE  way  above  this  mill  is  the  largefl;  and  mofl:  magnifi- 
cent of  any  on  the  water.  It  was  erected  in  the  autumn  of  the 
year  1783,  in  the  fpace  of  fix  weeks  from  laying  the  foundation- 
done.  It  is  40  yards  long,  10  yards  wide,  and  6 ftories  high,  and 
is  lighted  by  a hundred  and  ninety-eight  fafli  windows,  which 
nightly  exhibit  a moft  glorious  illumination.  It  is  worked  by  a 
water-wheel  20  feet  high,  and  7 feet  wide,  with  a fall  of  water 
•of  20  feet. 

All  the  cotton-mills  on  the  river  go  under  the  name  of  the 
■Cotton  Pwiji  Company.  It  is  to  Mr.  Chrijlopher  Smalleyy  one 
of  the  partners,  and  eldeft  fon  to  the  founder  of  thefe  great 
manufaftories,  I am  .obliged  for  the  account  of  what  relates 
JO  them. 
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The  cotton-twift  company  have  between  three  and  four  hun- 
dred apprentices,  which  they  clothe  and  feed  themfelves,  in  com- 
modious houfes  built  for  that  purpofe,  the  boys  and  girls  in  fepa- 
rate  houfes.  Thefe  houfes  are  white-wafhed  twice  every  year, 
are  fumigated  three  times  a week  through  every  apartment,  with 
fmoak  of  tobacco  j befides  this  the  fleeping-rooms  are  waflied 
twice  a week,  and  the  bed-flocks  are  frequently  fprinkled  with 
reflified  oil  of  tar.  All  the  windows  in  the  fleeping-rooms  open  at 
the  tops,  by  which  a tiaorough  draft  of  air  Is  admitted  during  the 
whole  tiine  the  children  are  at  work.  To  thefe  and  other  precau- 
tions the  good  flate  of  health  of  fo  many  children  may  be  jullly 
attributed  j for  though  the  number  of  apprentices  have  not  been 
lefs  than  jeo  for  thefe  feven  years  pafl,  they  have  only  buried 
feven.  Their  food  for  dinner  is  beef  or  pork  and  potatoes  three  or 
four  times  a week,  the  other  days  herrings  and  potatoes,  or  foup 
and  bread  and  cheefe,  as  much  as  they  pleafe  to  eat.  Their  break- 
fafts  and  fuppers  in  fummer  is  milk  and  bread  j in  the  winter, 
when  milk  cannot  be  had,  they  drink  porridge  or  broth,  with 
bread  and  cheefe.  A furgeon  is  appointed  to  fuperintend  their 
health ; and  a Sunday  fchool  is  regularly  attended  by  a mafter  at 
each  houfe. 

Our  little  children  fleep  three  in  a bed,  the  larger  fizes  only 
two  ; and  ihofe  w ho  work  in  the  night  are  fo  far  from  fucceeding 
each  other  in  the  fame  beds,  that  they  do  not  even  fleep  in  the 
fame  rooms. 
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The  number  of  men  employed  at  Gree^^dd^  are 
women  and  children, 

' At  Northopi  - - . - - _ 

A t Denl^ighj  - - _ 

At  Skyvicgy  - . . - _ 

At  Newmarket,  - - ^ _ 

Apprentices, 

Total 


- above  lOO 

- above  500 

49 

14O 

36 

- above  100 

- above  300 

- 1225 


Cotton  wool  is  produced  in  the  Eajl  and  Weft  Indies,  and  alfo 
in  many  other  places.  The  Ifle  of  Bourhon,  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  fur- 
nilhes  the  bed;  the  next  to  this  in  quality,  grows  in  the  Eortugueje 
fettlements  in  South  America,  from  whence  it  is  exported  to  Eijbon, 
and  imported 'from  tltence  to  England  in  Britifts  bottoms,  duty- 
free. If  in  foreign  bottoms,  a penny  per  pound  is  paid.  About 
fifteen  years  ago,  not  more  than  five  hundred  bags  were  culti- 
vated in  the  Brazils  but  of  late  years,  on  an  average,  fifty  thou- 
fand.  The  Dutch  fettlements,  fay  Berhice  and  Surinam,  fupply  a 
confiderable  quantity  of  good  cotton,  and  comes  to  this  country 
better  cleaned  than  any  other. 

T HE  cotton-plant  grows  naturally  in  China  and  India,  The 
cultivation  travelled  weftward  into  Arabia,  Perfia,  and  the  Levant, 
It  is  alfo  cultivated  in  the  province  of  Valencia,  in  Spain,  with  vaft 
fuccefs.  On  the  plains  of  that  rich  province,  in  good  years,  about 
four  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  arrohas  (of  26  lb.  each)  are  har- 
vefted.  I fuppefe  all  this  to  be  manufactured  in  Spain,  at  left  I 
,do  not  hear  of  any  being  imported  into  our  kingdoms. 
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Cotton  twift  is  fpun  here  of  130  hanks  to  the  pound.  Each 
hank  is  S40  yards  long,  fo  that  one  pound  of  cotton  thread  thus 
fine  will  be  62  miles  80  yards  long.  The  new  principle  (for  it 
is  not  yet  30  years  old)  by  which  cotton  wool  is  made  fo  perfedt 
a thread,  is  by  the  ufe  of  iron-rollers  moving  horizontally  ; their 
fpeed  is  governed  by  brafs  wheels  of  different  fizes  and  numbers, 
calculated  to  produce  what  finenefs  is  wanted  j the  twift  required 
is  given  by  the  flier  and  fpindle.  The  cotton-twift  made  here  is 
fent  chiefly  into  England  and  Scotland^  to  be  woven  into  ginghams, 
muflins,  muflinets,  dimities,  nankeens,  fine  callicoes,  fuftians,  &c. 
&c.  which  goods,  when  finifhed,  are  either  admitted  or  fmuggled 
into  every  part  of  the  known  world.  It  is  introduced  into  every 
part  of  the  Ruffian  dominions,  and  even  into  the.diftant  Kami- 
Jchatka. 

A NUMBER  of  machines  called  Mules  are  alfo  ufed  here  with 
fuccefs  : this  machine  is  a compound  of  the  water-engine  and  the 
fpinning-jenny,  and  being  of  a mixed  breed,  was,  I prefume,  the 
reafon  of  its  being  fo  named.  It  is  a machine  particularly  adapted 
to  the  fpinning  of  fine  yarns,  and  far  exceeds  every  other  yet  dif- 
covered  for  that  purpofe. 

T HE  laft  mill  on  the  river  is  a corn-mill : a large  building 
created  by  the  cotton-twift  company,  inftead  of  the  old  one  j and 
of  another  which  ftood  a little  lower  down,  on  the  fite  of  which 
ftands  part  of  the  great  cotton-mill. 

The  length  of  the  ftream,  from  the  fountain  to  the  marfli,  is 
one  mile  and  two  hundred  and  thirty-four  yards.  The  following 
are  the  number  of  falls,  from  the  level  of  the  marfli  to  the 
fpring-head: 

E e Pary^ 


Mules. 


Corn-Mill. 


Length  of  the 
Stream. 


2i8 


NUMBER  OF  FALLS. 


Heads. 

Surface 
of  Pools, 

Feet. 

Feet. 

Parys  Mine  Company,  - Copper  forge. 

lOi 

54,842 

Old  Copper  forge  Greenfield^  Copper  & Brafs  C°, 

23^664 

Parys  Mine  Company,  - Copper  rolling-mill. 

2li 

40,068 

Parys  Mine  Company,  - Copper  wire-mill,  - 

23 

Lower  cotton-mill,  - Cotton  & twift  C“  - 

28 

131,670 

Greenfield  Copper  & Brafs  C**  Copper  rolling-mill. 

2l| 

1 12,028 

Greenfield  Copper  & Brafs  C®  Brafs  battery  mills. 

231 

70,696 

Cotton  Twift  Company,  - Crefcent  cotton-mills 

13? 

D’  - - - - . Old  cotton-mill,  - 

1 1| 

- - _ - _ Upper  cotton- mill, 

O'*  - - - - - Corn-mill  to  fpring- 

20 

head. 

7? 

Total  feet  - - 

202I 

Let  me  conclude  with  remarking  the  vaft  population  thefe 
companies  have  brought  to  the  townfhips  of  Holywell  and  Green-' 
field.  In  refpedt  to  the  firft,  there  is  no  great  increafe  of  building  j 
but  the  latter  has  of  late  years  received  fuch  an  addition  in 
works  and  in  houfes,  that  almoft  the  whole  is  a continued  feries 
of  edifices  of  dilferent  kinds,  from  the  upper  corn- mill  quite  to 
the  fea-fide.  Among  them  are  a hundred  and  feventy-feven 
houfes  for  workmen  of  different  occupations,  of  which  few  in- 
deed have  been  ereded  beyond  my  memory. 
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The  origin  of  this  ufeful  ftream  is  difcovered  at  the  foot  of  S 
the  fteep  hill,  beneath  the  town  of  Holywell,  or  Treffynnon,  to 
which  it  gave  the  name.  The  fpring  boils  with  vaft  impetuofity 
out  of  a rock,  and  is  confined  in  a beautiful  polygonal  well,  co- 
vered with  a rich  arch,  fupported  by  pillars  *.  The  roof  is  mofl 
exquifitely  carved  in  ftone.  Immediately  over  the  fountain  is  the 
legend  of  St.  Wenefrede,  on  a pendent  projeflion,  with  the  arms 
of  England  at  the  bottom.  Numbers  of  fine  ribs  fecure  the  arch, 
whofe  interfeftions  are  coupled  with  a fculpture. 

Some  are  mere  works  of  fancy  j grotefque  figures  of  animals : 
but  the  reft  allude  chiefly  to  the  Stanley  family.  This  building, 
and  the  chap'el  over  it,  rofe  from  the  piety  of  that  great  houfe, 
which  left  thefe  memorials  of  its  benefadtions : there  are  befides 
fome  marks  of  the  illuftrious  donors  ; for  example,  the  profile  of 
Margaret,  mother  to  Henry  VI  I.  and  that  of  her  hufband  the 
earl  of  Derby,  cut  on  the  fame  ftone. 

The  compliments  to  the  Stanleys,  are  very  frequent.  The 
wolf%  head  is  the  arms  of  the  earls  of  Chejler : it  is  inclofed  in 
a garter,  in  refpedt  to  Sir  William  Stanley,  knight  of  that  order, 
who  had  been  chamberlain  of  that  city,  and  jufticiary  of  North 
Wales.  The  tun  with  a plant  iftTuing  out  of  it,  is  a rebus,  the 
arms  of  his  wife  Elizabeth  Hopton,  allufive  to  her  name.  This 
proves,  that  the  building  was  eredled  before  1495,  in  which  year 
Sir  William  loft  his  head.  The  other  badges  of  the  fame  houfe 
are,  the  ftag’s  head  -,  the  eagle’s  leg ; and  the  three  legs,  the  arms 
of  the  ifle  of  Man. 

• Mr.  John  Inglehy  has  engraven  a print  of  this  elegant  buiWlng,  from  a 
drawing  by  himfelf,  which  is  fold  by  Mr,  Cairns,  bookfeller,  Holywell. 
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We  alfo  findj  that  Catherine  of  Arr agony,  widow  to  prince 
Arthur y and  afterwards  the  unfortunate  wife  of  his  brother  Henry 
VIII.  was  a benefadtrefs  to  this  building  j at  left  her  arms  appear 
here  : three  pomegranates  in  a fhield,  furmounted  with  a crown ; 
the  badge  of  the  houfe  of  Granada,  in  memory  of  the  expulfion 
of  the  Moors,  by  her  father  Ferdinand* , ' The  eagle  feems  alfb 
to  belong  to  her,  being  one  of  the  fupporters  of  the  arms  of  her 
family. 

Over  one  of  the  lefler  arches,  on  each  fide  of  the  well,  are  the 
dragon  and  gre-hound,  the  fupporters  of  the  arms  of  England 
during  the  reign  of  Henry  VII.  and  part  of  that  of  Henry  VIII. 
The  firft  was  born  by  Henry  VII.  as  a badge  of  the  hoSfe  of  Tudor, 
which  derived  itfelf  from  Cadwalader,  laft  king  of  Britain,  who 
bore  on  his  enfign  a red  dragon.  Henry,  in  imitation  of  him,  at 
the  battle  of  Bojworth  carried  on  his  ftandard  a red  dragon,  paint- 
ed on  white  and  green  filk  j which  afterwards  gave  rife  to  the 
office  of  Rouge-dragon  among  the  heralds. 

On  one  fide  of  a wall  that  fupports  the  roof,  was  painted  the 
tale  of  the  tutelar  faint ; at  prefent  almoft  defaced  : over  it  is  in~ 
fcribed,  in  honor em  Sandla  Wenefreda,  V.  & M. 

In  another  wall  is  an  elegant  nich,  in  which  ftood  a ftatue  of 
the  Virgin  Mary  j pulled  down,  as  I have  been  informed,  in  the 
year  1635. 

I HAVE  alfo  heard,  that  there  had  been  another  of  St.  JVene- 
frede.  To  grace  the  image  on  high  feftivals,  it  is  probable, 
that  IJabel,  countefs  of  JHarwick,  widow  to  the  great  Richard 


* Satidford’s  Cental,  475. 
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Beauchamp)  left:  to  St.  JVenefrede,  in  1439,  gown  of  ruflet 
velvet  *. 

Over  this  fpring  is  a chapel,  of  the  fame  date  with  the  other  Chapel, 

building ; a neat  piece  of  gothic  archite6ture  j but  in  a very 
ruinous  ftate.  The  eaft  end  is  a pentagon,  and  had  five  windows 
with  elegant  tracery.  The  top  arched,  and  eroded  with  neat 
llender  ribs.  It  had  been  open  to  the  body  of  the  chapel ; but 
the  fine  arch  which  formed  the  divifion,  has  been  bricked  up  a 
great  number  of  years  ago.  On  one  fide  of  the  body  is  an  oblong 
recefs,  divided  from  it  by  three  arches,  fupported  by  pillars  j 
and  within  is  a window  impending  over  the  well.  Under  the 
centre  window  muft  have  flood  the  altar.  The  whole  length  of 
the  chapel  is  fifty-two  feet : the  breadth  is  twenty.  The  re- 
cefs is  twenty-fix  feet  long,  and  eight  broad.  The  roof  is 
neat  wood -work.  This  had  been  a free  chapel,  in  the  gift 
of  the  bifhop,  with  the  referve  of  a flipend  to  the  chapter ; 
but  the  reft  of  the  offerings  were  to  be  expended  on  the  chapel. 

In  Richard  III.’s  time,  the  abbot  and  convent  had  from  the  crown 
ten  marks  yerely)for  thejuftentacione  and  Jalarie  of  a prieJiC)  at  the 
chapelle  of  St.  Wynefride-\.  The  chapel  is  the  property  of  Daniel 
Leo,  efquire,  in  right  of  his  wife  Latitia,  fifter  to  the  late  John 
Davies,  efquire,  oi  Llanerch. 

The  following  order,  for  putting  the  chapel  over  the 
well  into  poffeffion  of  a clergyman  of  the  church  of  Rome, 


^ Du^/dale’s.  Wayvoichfilrf)  I,  414.  f Harkian  MSS,  N®  433.  338. 
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was  addrefled  to  Sir  Roger  Mojlyn,  baronet,  by  the  queen  of 
James  II. 

Sir  Roger  Mostyn. 

It  having  pleafed  the  king,  by  his  royall  grant>  to  beftow 
upon  me  y“  antientchappell  adjoining  to  St.  Winifride'%  Well;  thefe 
are  to  defire  you  to  give  prefent  poffelTion,  in  my  name,  of  the 
laid  chappell,  to  Mr.  'Thomas  Roberts^  who  will  deliver  this  let- 
ter into  y'  hands.  It  being  alfo  my  intention  to  have  the  place 
decently  repaired,  and  put  to  a good  ufe,  I further  defire,  that 
you  will  affbard  him  your  favour  and  protedtion,  that  he  may 
not  be  difturbed  in  the  performance  thereof.  You  may  reft 
aflured,  that  what  you  do  herein,  according  to  my  defire,  fliall 
be  very  kindly  remembered  by 
May  >'  8th,  1687.  Your  good  frind, 

Whitehall.  Mary:  Regina. 

■»  . 

In  this  chapel  is  kept  the  free-fchool  for  fixteen  boys,  with  a 
fettled  falary,  from  money  laid  out  at  intereft,  of  10/.  fer  annum. 
The  vicar  appoints  the  mafter,  which,  as  far  as  I recolledt,  has 
been  a clergyman,  excepting  in  one  inftance. 

Besides  the  Sunday  fchool,  where  the  cotton-company’s  ap- 
prentices are  inftrudted,  there  is  another  parochial  one  kept  in 
the  chapel  over  the  well.  This  is  fuppc^ed  by  a general  fub- 
fcription  through  the  parifh ; and  about  feventy  poor  children  are 
inftrufted  by  proper  mafters,  in  reading,  writing  and  arithmetick. 
The  copper  and  brafs  companies  are  handfome  fubfcribers,  but 
§ ' they 
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they  fend  only  a few  adults,  to  be  infcrnded  in  matters,  theh  more 
advanced  years  make  them  capable  of  learning. 

This  room  has  been  ufed  as  the  hall  for  holding  both  the  great 
and  the  quarter  fefllons.  I remember  Matthew  Skinner^  efquire, 
chief juftice  of  holding  the  alTizes  there;  and  I alfo  recollefc 

a quarter  fefllons : the  hall  having  been  properly  fitted  up  for  the 
purpofe.  But  the  dillance  from  the  center  of  the  county  was 
found  fo  inconvenient,  that  after  thefe  inftances  they  were  removed 
to  Flinty  and  finally  to  Moldy  where  they  ftill  continue. 

T HE  window  in  this  chapel  impends  a vafi:  height  over  the 
bathing  well.  Several  perfons  (not  In  their  fober  fenfes)  have 
leaped  into  the  water,  without  receiving  any  other  damage  than 
the  fmart  caufed  by  the  dafhing  on  the  furface  from  their  exalted 
ftation.  Within  my  memory,  one  John  Blackwally  of  Llanafaphy 
took  a far  more  defperate  leap  into  the  fame  water,  from  the 
church-yard  wall,  almofl:  adjoining  to  the  chapel.  The  leap 
would  have  been  great,  had  it  been  on  level  ground.  Here,  had 
he  not  reached  the  water,  the  confequence  would  have  been,  that 
of  being  dafhed  to  pieces  on  the  flags. 

The  bathing-well  is  an  oblong,  38  feet  by  16,  with  fteps  for 
the  defcent  of  the  fair-fex,  or  of  invalids.  Near  the  fteps,  two 
feet  beneath  the  water,  is  a large  ftone,  called  the  wijhing-jlone. 
It  receives  many  a kifs  from  the  faithful,  who  are  fuppofed  never 
to  fail  in  experiencing  the  completion  of  their  defires,  provided 
the  wifli  is  delivered  with  full  devotion  and  confidence. 

On  the  outfide  of  the  great  well,  clofe  to  the  road,  is  a fmall 
fpring,  once  famed  for  the  cure  of  weak  eyes.  The  patient  made 
an  offering  to  the  nympli  of  the  fpring,  of  a crooked  pin,  and 
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Tent  up  at  the  fame  time  a certain  ejaculation,  by  way  of  charm ; 
but  the  charm  is  forgotten,  and  the  efficacy  of  the  waters  loft. 

The  well  is  common  j for  I find  by  a decifion  of  the  court  of 
•chancery,  on  a law-fuit  refpefting  the  lordlhip  of  Holywell^  be- 
tween Sir  John  Egertcn^  knight,  and  John  Eldred-,  chancellor 
Ellejmere  decrees,  ^ That  on  calling  to  mind,  that  within  the 
‘ faid  manor  there  is  a fountain  or  well  of  antient  and  worthy 
‘ memory,  he  doth  not  think  fit  that  the  petitioner,  or  any 
^ other,  fnould  have  the  property  thereof,  notwithftanding  the 
*■  g;eneral  words  of  the  grant  of  the  manor ; and  therefore  his 
‘ lordffiip  doth  order,  that  notwithftanding  the  faid  grant,  that 
^ the  well  ffiall  continue  as  now  it  is,  or  heretofore  hath  been ; 
^ faving  to  the  petitioner,  and  his  heirs  and  affigns,  the  benefit 
^ of  the  ftream  and  watercourfe,  with  the  appertainances.’ 

There  are  two  different  opinions  about  the  origin  of  this 
ftream.  One  party  makes  it  miraculous : the  other  afferts  it  to 
be  owing  only  to  natural  caufes.  The  advocates  for  the  firft, 
deliver  their  tale  thus : 

Or  Saint  Wene-  the  feventh  century  lived  a virgin  of  the  name  of  Wenefredcy 

fREDE.  qP noble  parefits  j her  father’s  name  was  Ehewithf  a potent  lord  in 

the  parts  where  Holywell  now  ftands ; her  mother’s  Wenlo,  de- 
fended from  an  antient  family  in  Montgomeryjbire^  and  fifter  to 
~ St.  Beuno.  Beuno  affirmed  the  monaftic  habit,  retired  to  Clynnog^ 
in  Caernarvonjhirei  where  he  built  a church  and  founded  a con- 
vent. After  completing  this  work  of  piety,  he  vifited  his  rela- 
tions in  Flintjhire  •,  and  obtaining  from  his  brother-in-law  a little 
fpot  at  the  foot  of  the  hill  on  which  he  refided,  erefled  on  it  a 
church,  and  took  under  his  care  his  niece  Wenefrede,  It  is  pro- 

^ bable 
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bable  that  the  faint  ufecl  occanonally  to  make  fome  rcfidence  irt 
this  country ; for  near  the  entrance  of  the  dingle,  oppofite  to 
the  great  cotton -work,  are  two  fmall  fields,  called  to  this  day 
Gerddi  Saint  Beuno,  or  the  gardens  of  St.  Beuno^ 

A NEIGHBORING  pi'ince  of  the  name  of  Q'adocus,  fon  of  king 
Alen,  was  ftruck  with  her  beauty,  and  at  all  events  determined  to 
gratify  his  defires.  He  made  known  his  pafTion  to  the  lady; 
who,  afiecfled  with  horror,  attempted  to  efcape.  The  wretch, 
enraged  at  the  difappointment,  inftantly  purfued  her,  drew  out 
his  fabre,  and  cut  off  her  head.  Cradocus  infiantly  received  the. 
reward  of  his  crime  : he  fell  down  dead,  and  the  earth  opening, 
fwallowed  his  impious  corps.  Higden,  in  his  Poly  chronic  on,  adds, 
that  even  the  defeendants  of  this  monfler  were  vifited  with  hor- 
rible judgments,  to  be  expiated  only  by  a vifit  to  this  weU,  or 
to  the  bones  of  the  faint  at  Salop. 

In  fignum  facri  fanguinis, 

Quem  VenefredjE  virginis 
Guttur  truncatum  fuderat. 

Qui  fcelus  hoc  patraverat, 

Ac  nati,  ac  nepotuli 
Latrant  iit  canum  catuli 
Donee  fancise  fuiFragiuni 
Pofeant  ad  hunc  fonticulum ; 

Vel  ad  urbem  Salopi^e 
Ubi  quiefeit  hodie  *. 


Ad  Bajingiverk  fons  oritur 
Qui  fads  vulgo  dicitur. 

Et  tantis  bullis  fcaturit 
Quod  mox,  injecifa,  rejicit. 
Tam  magnum  flumen  procreat 
Ut  Cambria  fufficiat. 

.^.gri  qui  dant  rogamina 
Reportant  medicamina. 

Rubro  guttatos  lapides 
In  fcatebris  reperies 


The  fevered  head  took  its  way  down  the  hill,  and  ftopt  near 
tire  church.  The  valley,  which,  fi'om  its  uncommon  drynefs, 

* Gale's  Script.  Ill,  igo. 
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was  heretofore  called  nant,  now  loft  its  name.  A fpring  of 
nncomnnon  ftze  burft-  from  the  place  where  the  liead  refted. 
The  mofs  on  its  Tides  diffufed  a fragrant  frnell  *.  Her  blood 
Ipotted  the  ftones,  which,  like  the  flowers  of  Adonis^  annuall/ 
commemorate  the  fa£t,  by  aftuming  colors  unknown  to  them  at. 
other  times. 


L’jftiis  monumenta  manebnnt 
Semper  Adoni^  mei : repetitaque  mortis  imago 
Annua  plangoris  peraget  fimulamina  noftri. 

For  thee,  bleft  maid,  my  tears,  my  endlefs  pain 
Shall  in  immortal  monuments  remain. 

The  image  of  thy  death  each  year  renew ; 

And  prove  my  grief,  to  dlftant  ages,  true. 

St.  Beuno  took  up  the  head,  carried  it  to  the  corps,  and,, 
offering  up.  his  devotions,  joined  it  nicely  to  the  body,  which 
inftantly  reunited.  The  place  was  vifible  only  by  a flender 
white  line  encircling  her  neck,  in  memory  of  a miracle,  which 
furpaffed  far  that  worked  by  St.  Bionyfius,  who  marched  in- 
triumph  after  decapitation,,  with  his  head  in  his  hands,  from 
Mont  martre  to  St.  Dennis' s-\  ; or  that  of  St.  Adelbertusy  who,  in 
like  circumftances,  fwam  acrofs  the  Vijiula, 

To  conclude : St.  Wenefrede  furvived  her  decollation  fifteen 
years.  She  died  at  Gwytherin  in  Dmbighjhire,  where  her  bones 

* Life  of  St.  Waiifredc,  from  which  the.  materials  fdr  this  part  are  moflly 
taken. 

f Hiftoirc,  de  i’abbaye  de  St.  Denys^  y6. 
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l-eRed  till  the  reign  of  king  Stephen^  when,  after  divine  adnto-  * 
nition,  they  were  furrendered  to  the  abby  of  St.  Peter  and  St. 

Paul 'Sit  Shrewjhury.  The  memory  of  the  two- great  events,  that 
of  her  firft  death  is  celebrated  on  the  2 2d  of  June : that  of  her 
tranflati'on  the  3d  of  November. 

The  firft  Sunday  after  St.  James's  day  is 
certain  faints  ; lyprohdhXY  Si.  INenefrede  St.  Beuno)  not  with 
prayers  or  with  holy  maffes,  but  in  every  fpecies  of  frolick 
and  excefs.  If  originated  in  the  Romijh  church  : but  I clear 
that  congregation  from  being  concerned  in  any  part  of  the 
orgies  j which  are,  I fear,  celebrated  by  perfons^of  our  own 
religion  only,  who  flock  here  on  that  day  for  moft  unfaintly  ends. 

The  day  is  called  Dydd July  Saint,  or  the  Sunday  of  the  Saints.  I 
wifli  I could  trace  the  primaeval  ceremonies,  and  whether  one 
might  not  have  been  the  Druidical  cuftom,  the  Deijeal,  or  Deifol, 
or  turning  from  the  eaft  to  the  weft,  according  to  the  courfe  of 
the  fun.  In  fome  of  the  weftern  ifles  the  cuftom  is  ftill  preferved 
with  great  devotion.  Deas  fignifies  the  right  hand,  and  Jul  the 
fun,  from  the  ceremony  being  performed  with  the  right  hand 
always  next  to  the  circle,  cairn,  or  whatfoever  they  furround*. 

It  is  poffible  that  this  cuftom  might  have  been  applied  to  our 
faint,  and  the  words  Deifeil,  or  Deifol,  corrupted  for  that  purpofe 
for  Dydd-Jol,  for  giving  particular  fandion  to  the  Sunday  in 
queftion. 

A FRATERNITY  and  gild  was  eftablifhed  in  honor  of  our  An  antient 
faint  at  Shrewjhury.  It  had  its  common  feal,  which,  through  the  Seal. 

* See  more  in  the  learned  Borla/e's  Antiquities  of  Cornivall,  124  to  126. 
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^indnefs  of  my  friend^  Mr.  Henry  he  vingflon^  is  now  in  my  pof- 
fefllon.  It  is  of  copper,  of  the  form  expreffed  in  plate  VI, 
of  Vol.  I.  of  my  'Tour  in  Wales,  In  the  center  is  a reprefentation 
of  the  martyrdom^  above  is  a crofs  in  form  of  a T,  placed  be- 
tween the  letters  T.  m.  which  mark  the  time  when  the  fraternity 
was  inftituted,  during  the  abbacy  of  Thomas  Irlynde ; who  was 
elected  in  i459>  and  died  in  1499,  a period  in  which  thefe  reli- 
gious focieties  were  much  in  fafhion.  The  T or  crofs  refers 
to  the  church  of  St.  Crojs  within  this  monaftcry.  Beneath  are 
probably  the  arms  of  the  houfe,  a fword  and  a key>,  lymbols  o£ 
its  tutelar  apoftlesj  and  round  the  margin  is  this  infeription ; 

Sigillu.cos  Ffraternitat  beate  Wenefride  virginis  ^ 

I cccia  see  cruc  i : fra  monafter.  sci  Petri  Salopie. 

A.  bell  belonging  to  the  church  was  dfo  chriftened  in  honor  of 
her.  I cannot  learn  the  names  of  the  gofllps,  who,  as  ufual,. 
were  doubtlefsly  rich  perfons.  On  the  ceremony,  tliey  all  laid 
hold  of  the  rope  j bellowed  a name  on  the  bell ; and  tire  prieft 
fprinkling  it  with  holy  water,  baptized  it  in  the  name  of  the 
Father,  He  then  clothed  it  with  a fine  garment:: 

after  this  the  goffips  gave  a grand  feaft,  and  made  great  pre- 
fents,  which  the  prieft  received  in  behalf  of  the  bell.  Thus 
blefled,  it  was  endowed  with  great  powers ; allayed  (on  being 
rung)  allftorms  j diverted  the  thunder-bolt;  drove  away  evil  fpi- 


lits*. 
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rits.  Thefe  confccrated  bells  were  always  Infcrifaed.  The  in-  > 
fcription  on  that  in  queftion  ran  thus  : 

Sanfta  Wenefr cdci^'Dto\\fiC  commendare  memento,, 

Ut  pietate  fua,  nos  fervet  ab  hofte  cruento. 

And  a little  lower  was  another  addrefs ; 

Protege  Prece  pia,  quos  convoco,  virgo  Marla, 

After  her  deaths  her  fanftity,  fays  her  hiftorian,  was  proved 
by  numberlefs  miracles.  The  waters  were  almoft  as  fanatlve 
as  tliofe  of  the  pool  of  Bethe/da:  all  infirmities  incident  to  the 
human  body  met  with  relief ; the  votive  crutches,  the  barrows, 
and  other  proofs  of  cures,  to  this  moment  remain,  as  evidences, 
pendent  over  the  well.  The  faint  is  equally  propitious  to  Pro - 
teftants  and  Catholics  i for  among  the  offerings  are  to  be  found, 
thefe  grateful  teftimonies  from  the  patients  of  each  religion* 

The  Holy  Father  gave  all  encouragement  to  the  piety  of  pil- 
grims to  frequent  this  fountain.  Pope  Martin  V.  * in  the  reign 
of  Henry  V.  furnilhed  the  abby  of  Bafmgwerk  with  pardons  and 
indulgences,  to  fell  to  the  devotees.  Thefe  were  renewed  again 
in  the  reign  of  queen  Mary,  by  the  intereft  of  ’Thomas  Goldwell 
bilhop  of  St.  JJaph  f,  who  fled  into  Italy  on  the  a^cceflion  of  Eliza- 
beth. Multitudes  of  offerings  flowed  in  j marks  of  gratitude  from, 
fuch  who  had  received  benefit  by  interceflion  of  the  virgirk. 

* Selden‘%  notes  on  Michael  Drnylon,  289.  f Poii'eVi  notes  on  Glrald. 

Camir.  874.  Mr.  Addifon  fays  he  faw  his  pi£lure  at  Rave/ma,  in  the  convent  of 
Theatlns,  among  the  eminent  men  of  that  order. 
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The  refoit  of  pilgrims  of  late  years  ‘to  thefe  Fontanalia  has 
confiderably  decreafed  ; the  .greateft  number  are  from  Lancajhire, 
In  the  fummer,  ftill  a few  are  to  be  feen  in  the  water  in  deep 
devotion  up  to  their  chins  for  hours,  fending  up  their  prayers, 
or  performing  a number  of  evolutions  round  the  polygonal 
well  j or  threading  the  arch"' bet  ween  well  and  well  a prefcribed 
number  of  times.  I am  forty  to  fay  that  this  excefs  of  piety  has 
coft  feveral  devotees  their  lives.  Few  people  of  rank  at  prefent 
honojr  the  fountain  with  their  prefence.  A crowned  head  in  the 
laft  age  dignified  the  place  with  a vifit.  The  prince  who  loft 
three  kingdoms  for  a mafs,  payed  his  refpedls,  on  Auguji  29th 
1686,  to  our  faint  j and  received  as  a reward  a prefent  of  the 
very  fiaift  in  which  his  great-grand-mother  Mary  Stuart  loft  her 
head  *.  This  prince  gave,  in  the  courfe  of  his  progrefs,  as  marks 
of  his  favor,  golden  rings,  with  his  hair  platted  beneath  a cryftal. 
I have  feen  one,  v/hich  he  had  beftov/ed  on  a Roman  Catholic 
prieft  of  a nighboring  family.  The  majority  of  devotees  are  of 
the  fair  fex,  attradled  hither  to  commemorate  the  martyrdom 
of  St.  JVenefrede,  as  thole  of  the  Eaft  did  the  de^th  of  the 
Cyprian  favorite, 

Whofe  anmial  wound  in  Lebanon  allur’d 
The  Syrian  damfels  to  deplore  his  fate 
In  woeful  ditties  all  the  fummer’s  day  ; 

. While  fmooth  Adonis  from  his  native  rock 

Ran  purple  to  the  fea,  fuppofed  with  blood 
Of  Thammux  yearly  wounded. 


Wfi, 


* The  late  Doctor  Cooper  of  CbePer's  MS'S. 
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We,  Vhofe  anceflors,  between  two  and  three  centuries  ago; 
abrldo-ed  our  faith  to  the  mere  contents  of  the  Old  and  New 
Teftament,  and  to  the  creed  called  the  do  not  think 

the  belief  in  the  above,  and  other  legends,  requifite.  I refer  the 
reader  to  the  arguments  ufed  by  the  antiquary  Dodtor  Powel^ 
in  his  notes  on  the  Itinerary  of  Giraldiis  Cambrenfis,  and  to  Bifhop 
Fleetwood^s  annotations  on  the  life  of  the  faint,  for  proofs  againft 
the  truth  of  the  tale  ; but  with  Proteftants,  and  temperate  Catho- 
lics, it  carries  with  it  felf-confutation. 

The  waters  are  indifputably  endowed  with  every  good  quality 
attendant  on  cold  baths  and  multitudes  have  here  experienced 
the  good  effedls  that  thus  refult  from  natural  qualities,  implanted 
in  the  feveral  parts  of  matter  by'the- divine  Providence,  in  order  to 
fulfil  his  will.  Heaven  for  a fhort  period  deigned  to- convince  a 
dark  and  obdurate  age  with  a feries  of  miracles  j which  were  de- 
livered down  to  fucceeding  times,  as  inconteftible  proofs  of  the 
reality  of  the  divine  raiflion.  Without  them,  a fufficient  ground  of 
truft  and  reliance  upon  the  Supreme  Being  has  long  fince  been 
eftablifhed.  Second  caufes  innumerable  are  difperfed  throughout 
the  univerfe,  fubordinate  to  the  First.  Every'  element  proves 
to  us  a medicine  or  a bane,  as  fuits.  His  unerring  difpenfa- 
tion.  , We  cannot  Want,  we  cannot  have  the  mediation  of 
poor  departed  mortals.  The  fuppofitibri  would  be  bellow- 
ing on  them  the  attributes- of  the  Deity 5 omniprefence  and‘ 
omnifcience. 

Some  eminent  botanifts  of  my  acquaintance  have  reduced  the 
fweet  mofs,  and  the  bloody  flains,  to  mere  vegetable  produc- 
tions, far  from  being  peculiar  to  our  fountain.  The  firfl  is 

that; 
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Insects  destruc- 
tive To  THE 
Oaken  Water 
Wheels, 


tliat  kind  of  mofs  called  Jungermannla  AJplenioides^  FI.  Angl. 
509,  l^our  in  JVales,  vol.  i.  tab.  6.  imperfedtly  deicribed  and  fi- 
gured by  Dilknius,  in  bis  hiftory  of  mofies  ; which  induced  us  to 
give  a new  engraving  of  it.  This  fpecies  is  alfo  found  in  another 
holy  well  in  Caernarvcnjhirei  called  Ffynnon  Llanddeinioleny  in  a 
parifh  of  the  fame  name. 

The  other  is  a Byffus,  likewife  odoriferous  : common  to  Lap^ 
landi  and  to  other  countries  befides  our  own.  It  adheres  to  ftones 
in  form  of  fine  velvet.  Linnaeus  calls  it  Byjfus  ‘Jolithus^y  or  the 
violet-fmelling.  He  fays,  the  ftone  to  which  it  adheres  eafily 
betrays  itfelf  by  the  color,  being  as  if  fmeared  with  blood ; and 
if  rubbed,  yields  a fmell  like  violets.  Mkheli,  in  bis  Genera  of 
plants,  mentions  the  fame  j- ; and  Schwenckfelt  difcovered  it 
among  the  vegetables  of  Silefm,  He  calls  it  a mufcus  Jubrubeust 
and  informs  us,  that  the  fmell  is  grateful  to  the  heart  j and  that 
if  put  among  clothes,  it  gives  them  a good  fcent,  and  ferves  to 
drive  away  moths  :j:.  Linnaeus  fays  j],  that  it  is  of  ufe  in  eruptive 
diforders.  The  Cmferua  Gelatinofay  Syft.  PI.  iv.  591.  FI. 
Scot.  ii.  986,  is  found  in  the  fame  v^ell. 

A SPECIES  of  mofs  is  apt  to  vegetate  on  the  oaken  wheels  of  fe-« 
veral  of  the  mills  of  this  flream.  Thefe  give  Ihelter  to  multitudes 
of  animalcule.  Thefe,  it  is  probable,  cat  into  the  timber,  and 
occafion  the  ill  farne  our  river  has  obtained  of  having  a corro- 
five  quality.  Mr.  William  ChamberSy  of  Holywelly  has  afiured  me 
that  he  has  feen  the  penftock  and  contiguous  parts,  which  lie 

* Syft.  PI.  iv.  ^q^.—FL  Lap.  369.  N“  528.  f Gen.  aio.  tab.  89.  fig.  3. 
i Cat.  Stirp.  &c.  SileJitSy  382.  f!  As  quoted  by  Baron  Haller^  N»  2090. 
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always  .under  water,  in  Tome  parts  pierced  with  a few  holes,  in 
others  eaten  quite  thorough ; and  that  the  planks  appeared,  after 
the  mofs  was  feparated,  as  if  confuming  by  the  wet  rot.  He 
adds,  that  the  mofs  firft  adheres  to  the  oaken  planks,  and  then  It 
■is  that  the  fmall  grubs  eat  into  them ; and  in  fome  parts  quite 
penetrate,  fo  that  the  mofs  becomes  feemingly  the  nurfery  or 
receptacle  of  the  grubs.  The  method  ufed'to  preferve  the 
wheels,  was  by  fcraping  the  mofs  off  annually. 

This  account  is  corroborated  by  Mr.  Robert  a very  in- 
telligent mafter- carpenter,  who  fays,  that  the  wheels  made  of  the 
bed  oak  are  deftroyed  remarkably  foon  by  the  Holywell  dream.  A 
wheel  which  ought  to  have  laded  thirty  years,  has  here  been  known 
to  become  unfit  for  ufe  in  about  twelve.  Mr.  T'art  recommends 
wheels  made  of  pine  or  red  deal,  and  that  the  furface  of  the 
wheels  be  paid  with  pitch,  tar,  and  ruddle  j but  even  this  has 
proved  ineffeftual,  for  the  water  occafions  the  mixture  foon  to 
peel  away.  Mr.  Bonbavand  wais  fo  fenfible  of  the  evil,  as  to  fub- 
ftitute,  indead  of  timber,  wheels  of  cad-iron  in  the  works  which 
he  fuperintends. 

Edward  Davies,  an  experience  Wheel-wright,  aged  feventy- 
' five,  confirms  the  above  j and  adds  that  red  ^eal  perilhes  in  the  fame 
manner,  but  in  a rnucb  flower  degree,  by  rCafon  of  its  refinous  qua- 
• iity.  There  have  been  formerly  indances  of  oakeft  'pJahks,  which 

had  laid  long  tinder  water,  being  found  as  full  of  holes  as  if  they  had 
' been  eaten  through  by  'Norway  rats  j and  were  kept  as  curiofities 
by  the  late  Meflh.  'Barker ^ of  Brynmadinj  or  H-adlys, 

On'  'exanfiirtition  of  the  antmakula  which  oocafion  this  da- 
■ triage,  We^fotntd  them  to  be  the  erma  ox  c^ter^llafs^of  a certain 
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jnfe^V,  wliioh  depofite  its  eggs  in  the  mofs,  the  Hypnim  riparhtm^ 
Flora  Scot.  ii.  760.  we  found  them  in  the  Hate  of  eruc^c^  about 
a tl'.ird  of  an  inch  long,  and  of  a whitifh  color. 

We  found  others  arrived  to  the  ftate  of  piip^  or  chryjalidesy  of 
the  fame  length  as  the  caterpillar,  and  of  a deep  brown  color. 
V/hether  thefe  deftruftive  infedts  are  ephemerae.,  or  phryganete,  of 
the  clafs  of  infedls  which,  by  a wonderful  diredlion  of  nature,  de- 
pofite  their  eggs  in  waters  of  different  depths,  1 cannot  afcertain. 
•It  is  certain  that  thefe  genera,  before  they  aflume  the  infedl  form, 
remain  under  the  water.  They  from  the  egg  become  cater- 
pillars ; thefe  caterpillars  reft  a certain  time  in  fliape  oi puptSy 
then  burft  out  into  flies  or  infedls,  after  that  inftantly  quit  the 
watery  element.  In  a ftill  day  they  may  be  obferved  to  make 
their  appearance,  preceded  by  a bubble : the  infedt  immediately 
follows,  and  either  takes  to  the  air,  or  runs  along  the  furface  of 
the  water,  before  it  rifes  into  its  new  habitation. 

Above  the  well  ftands  the  church,  dedicated  to  St.  JVenefrede. 
The  parllh  wakes  are  celebrated  ia  November y the  time  of  her 
tranflation.  The  living,  before  the  diflblution,  belonged  to  the 
abby  of  Bafingvoerk  j and  is  a vicarage  in  the  gift  of  JeJus  College, 
Oxford,  which  nominates  j and  Darnel  Leoy  efquire,  the  lay-redlor, 
prefents.  It  was  given  away  by  Robert  Daviesy  to  the  college,  by 
deed  dated  1626,  exprelfing,  that  as  often  as  it  became  vacant, 
the  faid  Robert  Davies  and  his  heirs  fhall  freely,  and  charitaJis  /»- 
tuitUy  et  abfque  aliqua  moroJa  cunSationey  prefent  a native  of  JVahs, 
rightfully  and  canonically  nominated  by  the  college. 

iN^a  letter,  dated  26th  Oblober,  1676,  Mutton  Davies,  grand- 
■fon  of  the  donor,  earneftly  recommends  to  the  college  Mr. 

J.  Hum^ 
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y.  Humphreys  j adding,  ‘ That  by  this  I do  not  take  upon  me  in 
‘ the  left  to  detradl  from  the  gift  my  grandfather  made  the  col- 
' lege,  but  I glory  in  the  honor  to  be  defcended  from  one  who 

* had  the  happinefs  to  pay  fuch  relpedt  to  the  fociety.’  In  ano- 
ther letter,  dated  January  following,  after  thanking  the  fociety 
for  confenting  to  his  requeft,  he  adds,  * I fhould  be  as  ungrate- 

* ful  as  difingenuous  Ihould  I convert  your  condefcenfion  herein 
' to  the  difad  vantage  of  your  fociety,  by  attempting  hereafter  to 
‘ infinuate  a right,  when  I ought  to  commemorate  a free  obliga- 
‘ tion,  which  induces  me  (out  of  fome  congruity  to  my  appre- 

* henfion)  to  fend  my  eldeft  fon  to  deliver  this  unto  your  hands, 
‘ and  to  gain  him  the  honor  of  being  known  unto  you,  which  my 

* ill-fortune  hath  denied  me  hitherto,  though  I covet  it  very 
‘ much.’ 

The  lift  of  the  vicars  of  Holywell^  from  the  year  1537  to  the 
prefent  time,  was  communicated  to  me  by  my  moft  worthy 
friend,  Lewis  lord  biftiop  of  St.  AJaph.  It  is  entitled,  vicars  of 
Holywell^  Lre-fynnoUi  or  Ffynnon  Gwen-frewi. 

Maurice  ap  David,  *537j  d. 

Howel  ap  David,  Feb.  1542. 

Hugh  ap  Day,  Feb.  15th,  1555.  1560, 

Owen  Hughes,  fucceeded  23d  March,  1593.  1604, 

Robert  Price,  1608.  On  his  death, 

Evan  Lloyd,  K.  M^July  1635,  on  the  prefentation  of  Jesus 
College.  . ■ 

John  Humphreys,  1677.  On  his  refignation, 

William  Ball,.K.  M.  May,  1682,  on  being  removed,  was 

G g 2 fucceeded 
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fucceeded  by, 

Edward  Parry y Aug.  Gn  his  death, 

Elijeus  Pricey  A.  M.  Feb.  17  n.  Collated  to  Skyviog  July  4th, 
1704. — Ellis  Price  wzs  recommended  to  the  college  by  Sir  Roger 
Mojiyriy  baronet,  and,  excepting  John  Htimphreysy  was  the  only 
incumbent  who  was  not  a fellow  of  JeJus.  College. 

Benjamin  Havardy'Q.  D.  Sept,  i"]  6 

John  Lloydy  B.  D.  zid  March,  1773-  Collated  by  the  bifhop 
to  Kilke77y  2ift  Aug.  1782. 

An  account  of  the  tythes  will  be  given  in  the  Appendix,  with 
thofe  of  Whiteford parifh. 

This  vicarage  even  wants  a glebe,  unlefs  we  call  the  garden  to 
the  houfe  by  that  name.  Neither  has  it  any  other  endowment, 
unlefs  the  lhare  of  tithes  mentioned  in  the  Appendix,  and  an  ac- 
quifition  of  Qpeen  Anne's  bounty  of  two  hundred  pounds.  This, 
in  the  time  of  the  Rev.  Ellis  Price,  vicar,  received  the  ad., 
dition  of  two  hundred  more,  which  lay  at  intereft  till  the  laft 
year,  when,  on  the  donation  of  a hundred  and  fifty  pounds  from 
JeJus  College,  the  whole  was  laid  out  in  the  purchafe  of  a portion 
of  the  wafte  lands  in  the  parifh  oiKilken.  An  ad:  had  beenpafled 
in  the  year  1793,  for  the  purpofe  of  inclofing  the  common,  di- 
viding it  among  the  freeholders,  and  felling  certain  portions  to 
defray  the  expenc^s  of  the  ad,  &c.  &c.  &c.  One  part  was  bouglit 
with  the  above  fums,  and  fettled  on  the  minifter  of  Holywell  and 
his  fucceffors,  in  addition  to  their  income  \ and  by  the  adivity  of 
the  prefent  vicar,  the  ground  has  already  been  inclofed,  drained, 
ploughed  and  fown ! The  other  fupport  of  the  vicars  is  the  an- 
tient  one,  * ohlatims  altariSi  among  which  are  reckoned  the  of- 

* ferings 
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* ferings  at  burials  for  the  pious  life  of  the  prieftj  and;the  good 
^ eftate  of  the  foul' of  the  deceafed.,’  {Set  Ksnmt'S  Paro^hiai  Jnr 
■tiquities.' -Gkjpzry.')  , Thofe  of  Holy  well, m\m'i:itycmriiimibut 
to  eighty  pounds'.'  : r',  -:,, 

The  vicarage  houfe,  about  the  middle  of  this  eeutiucy,  became 
ib  ruinous,  as  to  be  uninhabitable.  In  a"  few  years  it  wa§  rebuilt 
by  the  piety  of  two  brothers,  ‘Thomas  John.  Bwkery'ot Bryn-: 
-madyni  agents  to  the  great  fmeking-eompany/at  Gadlys,  who  be- 
queadied  to  the  vicar  of  Holywell  400/.'  for  the.'purpofe  of  build- 
4ng  a new  glebe  houls  at  Holywelly  for  him  and  his  liicceffors,  on  , 
the  fame  fpot  as  that  on  which  the  old  one  flood,  It  was  finiflied 
in  the  year  1760,  and,  with  the  adjacent  premifes,  has  been  con.- 
fiderably  improved  by  the  prefent  vicar,  the  Reverend  John 
Lloyd,  and  made  a moft  comfortable  refidence. 

Not  far  diftant,  at  the  very  foot  of  the  hill,  above  the  welb 
(lands  the  parilh  church,  placed  jn  that  inconvenient  fituation,  out 
of  refpefl  to  the  guardian  faint.  It  has  only  one  bell,  and  that 
not  to  be  heard  at  any  diftance  j fo  that  the  congregation  is  affem- 
bled  by  a walking  fteeple,  a man  with  a fmall  bell,  who  founds 
the  notice  through  every  ftreet. 

The  prefent  church  was  rebuilt  in  1769,  on  the  fite  of  the  old, 
and  of  the  fame  length  and  breadth,  viz.  the  length  fixty-eight  feet, 
the  breadth  fifty- fix.  It  is  difficult  to  afcertain  the  antient  archi- 
tecture of  this  church.  Near  the  entrance,  at  the  weft-end,  is  a 
door-way,  with  an  obtufe  gothic  arch.  The  pillars,  plain  them- 
felves,  and  with  plain  capitals,  which  fupport  the  gallery  on  each 
fide  of  the  nave,  are  original  j and  by  the  fpecimens  given  by 
Dr,  Ducarel,  in  his  Norman  Antiquities,  tab,  xiii.  appear  to  have 
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been  in  ufe  among  the  Saxons  and  the  Normans.  The  arches, 
which  might  have  confirmed  my  fufpicion  that  the  church  was 
built  in  the  Norman  reign,  are  taken  away,  but  the  ftyle  con- 
tinued till  about  the  year  1200.  The  church  has  a nave  and 
two  ailes,  over  which  are  two  handfome  galleries;  and  the 
whole  is  fuppofed  to  contain  three  thoufand  people.  It  is  plain, 
neat,  and  calculated  for  ufe. 

Should  it  be  ever  thought  neceflary  to  commemorate  the  re- 
pair of  the  church  by  an  infeription,  I would  venture  to  recom- 
, mend  the  energetic  lines  inferibed,  on  a fimilar  occafion,  on  a 
church  at  Brijlolt  adapting  the  date  and  third  line  to  the  circum- 
ftances  of  that  of  Holywell. 

Haec  compta  Dei  domus 
modo  collapfura, . 

Jam  quatuor  novis  columnis 
fuffulta  et  decora ta, 

Stabilimen  et  ornamentum 
recepit,  A.  D.  1731. 

Firmius  ftabiliatur  precibus 
facramentis,  evangelis, 
et  puritate  morum ; 

Clarius  ornetur  quotidiano 
coetu  Chriftianorum. 

Under  the  chancel  are  the  vaults  of  the  Mojlyns  of  I'relacret 
the  Pennants  of  Bagillty  and  the  Pantons  of  Bagillt.  The  late 
Edward  Pennanty  elquire,  on  the  purchafe  made  by  me  of  part  of 
his  eftate,  promifed  to  me  his  fliare  of  thefe  eterna  domus.  He 
died,  and  the  pofthumous  gift  was  in  the  handfomeft  manner 
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transferred  to  me  by  Roger  Barnjlon^  efquire,  who  afterwards 
pofle/Ted  the  remainder  of  his  fortunes. 

In  the  chancel  is  a neat  canotoph,  in  memory  of  Mary^  mother 
to  the  late  Edward 'Pennant ^ efquire.  The  infcription  does  this 
lady  no  more  thanjuftice: 

‘ She  was  prudent,  pious,  and  charitable  ; in  the  midft  of  misfortunes  flie\Ved 
‘ a great  example  of  meeknefs  and  humility,  of  patience  and  refignation  to 
* the  will  of  God.’ 


With  the  befl  and  mod  affedlionate  intent  to  improve  the  affairs 
of  her  fon,  fhe  engaged  in  a partnerfhip  with  a fmelting-company 
in  the  neighborhood.  The  company  failed  ; and  the  creditors, 
in  an  unrelenting  manner,  purfued  the  good  lady  till  fhe  was 
obliged  to  take  fhelter  in  theifle  of  Mam  where  Ihe  died,  on  the 
a8th  of  February i 1750,  aged  forty,  and  was  interred  in  the  church 
at  Douglas. 

On  the  wall  of  the  fouth  aile  is  a fmall  monument  in  memory 
of  the  Reverend  Robert  Edwards,  a younger  fon  of  Brynford,  redlor 
of  Halkin,  who  died  May  13th,  1694.  Above  the  infcription  are 
the  arms  of  the  houfe,  viz.  field  vert,  a cheveron  between  three 
wolves  heads  argent,  erafed,  with  the  lion,  the  arms  of  P udor 
empaled.  The  firft  denotes  the  defcent  of  the  family  of 
Brynford  from  Ririd  Vlaidd,  lord  of  Penllyn,.  &c,  killed  in  battle 
at  the  latter  end  of  the  reign  of  Henry  II. 

On  the  wall  at  the  end  of  the  fame  aile,  is  a flat  flone,  with 
twelve  quarterings,  all  faithfully  copied  from  thofe  over'' the 
chimney-piece  in  the  dining-parlor  at  Mofiyn^  This  belonged 
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to  the  Mojtyns  of  Calcoed^  who,  by  virtue  of  their  defcent  (of  which 
more  in  another  place)  have  a right  to  the  firft  coat.  The  reft 
appertain  only  to  Sir  Roger  MoJlyHy  efpecially  thofe  of  Edwyn^ 
gained  by  the  marriage  of  Jevan  with  the  helrefs  of  ; 

thofe  of  Gloddaeth,  gained  by  the  heirefs  of  Gloddaeth\  and  thofe  of 
Tregarneddy  gained  by  the  heirefs  of  Ednefydd  Vychan : to  each  of 
which  none  could  have  a right  but  the  Mojlyns  of  Moftyriy  and 
their  heirs.  On  one  fide  is  a ftiield  argent,  with  four  bars  azure  j 
in  the  firft,  three  ftiieldrakes  j in  the  fecond  and  third,  twoj  and 
in  the  fourth  one  ; thefe  evidently  variations  of  the  coat,  (fee 
p.  30.)  Beneath  is  Hodie  miy  eras  tihi.  On  the  other  fide,  be- 
neath the  arms  of  Philip  Phyedan,  is  Virtus  Jemper  vivit. 

The  fame  errors  reign  in  the  arms  of  Thomas  Mofiyny  of  Stokyn, 
They  are  almoft  the  fame  with  the  preceding : the  date  is  1658.  I 
fhall  not  repeat  here  what  I have  faid  at  p.  i86,  of  the  poffelTors 
Stokyn. 

On  a pillar  in  the  north  aile  are  the  very  fame  arms  over  the 
feat  of  the  Williams's,  of  ‘TrellyniaUy  with  this  motto ; 

f 

H XPE  M' 

' Labe  mea  merior,  fanguine  vivo  tuo. 

The  arms  of  Yrellyniau  afe  thofe  of  Idnerthy  lord  of  MaeJ* 
'brodky  a boards  head  in  chiefs  on  the  arms  of  Edwytty  lord  of 
gengl.  Probably  the  pillar  aiid'thfe ‘feat  had  been  transferred  to 
the  U^tlliams*&  by  Tome  defcehdah't  from  the  houfe  of  '^udor 
Tdrevor\  perhaps  a Mojlyh  of  Ben-Elds y in  Erynfordy  now  the  pro- 
lie rty  of  Sir  'Roger  'Mojlyn, 


A FOURTH 


THE  CHURCH, 

A FOURTH  flat  ftone,  fmaller  than  the  preceding,  is  placed  in 
the  wall  of  the  north  aile  : on  it  is  infcribed  the  following 
epitaph ; 


Refurreftio  mea  XTUS, 

Hie  jacet  corpus  jehamis  Pennant,  de  Holywell,  Armigeri;  qiie  obiit 
XXX.  die  Augufti,  1623. 

John  Pennant  was  fecond  in  defeent  from  Nicholas  Pennant, 
laft  abbot  of  Bafingwerk  and  was  married  to  Margaret,  daughter 
of  Hugh  Mojlyn,  younger  fon  of  Pyers  Mojlyn,  of  Prelacre.  His 
arms  are  the  three  Ihieldrakes  quarterly  with  thofe  of  Sir  Robert 
Pounderling,  conftable  of  Defert  caftle,  and  of  Sir  Grij^th  Llwyd, 
mentioned  before  at  p.  31.  He  was  great- grand-father  to  Mary 
Pennant,  who  conveyed  into  our  houfe  the  Holywell  and  Merton 
Abbot  eftates,  by  her  marriage  with  David  Pennant  of  Bychton. 

In  rebuilding  the  church  was  found  the  headlefs  figure  of  a 
prieft,  in  his  facerdotal  habit,  and  with  a chalice  in  his  hand.  He 
is  fuppofed  to  have  been  Thomas,  fecond  fon  of  Thomas  ap  David, 
abbot  of  Bafingwerk  ; whom  I find  in  the  Bagillt  pedegree  to  have 
been  vicar  of  Holywell. 

The  fteeple  is  plain  and  fquare,  very  ftrongly  built,  but 
without  any  mark  to  denote  the  time  of  its  being  built. 

The  church-yard  is  the  worft  in  the  whole  diocefe.  A fmall  CHURCH-YARa, 
part  is  a gentle  flope,  but  the  greater  almofl;  precipitous ; fo  that 
after  any  continuance  of  wet  weather,  a fall  may  happen  pro- 
duftive  of  the  mofl;  indecent  and  horrible  fpedacles. 

The  number  of  inhabitants  in  this  parifli  may  be  from  7 to  Number  of 
Sooo.  There  are  about  1000  houfes  in  the  whole  parilh,  of  PfiopiE. 

H h which 
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P O P U L A r I O N. 


Increase. 


?ooRS  Rates. 


In  I72i» 


.which  upwards  of  400  are  in  the  town.  Greenfield  contains  about 
177  houfes.  This  is  the  townfliip  which  has  received  the  greats 
eft  increafe,  by  reafon  of  the  fudden  and  vaft  acceffion  of  inhabi- 
tants, by  reafon  of  the  manufadtures  which  fettled  here  nearly  at 
the  fame  time.  In  thefe  evil  days  about  tv/enty  of  the  houfes 
are  empty. 

The  increafe  of  inhabitants  may  be  collected  from  the  follow- 
ing abftraft  from  the  Holywell  regifters.  ■ Let  it  be  obferved,.  than 
the  number  allowed  to  each  houfe  is  greater  than  common,  from 
the  confideration  that  in  manufafturing  places  the  number  of 
poor  employed  in  them  are  crowded  into  far  lefs  fpace  than  in 
any  other  towns* 

Year  — 1679.  1733.  1760.  1770.  1780.  1787.  1790.  1794. 

Baptifms,  — 29  — 72  — 83  — 122  — 122  — 164 — 198  — 193 
Burials,  — 27  — 52  — 76  — 90 — in  — 122 — 151  — 156 

In  bilhop  'Tanner^ s MS.  notes  on  the  diocefe  of  St.  HJa-ph,  pre- 
fcnted  to  me  by  my  refpecfted  friend  the  late  Reverend  Dodlor 
William  Wynne^  I find  that  in  the  year  1686  the  number  of  fami- 
lies was  274,  of  which  41  were  recufants. 

In  refpecft  to  the  poors  rate,  I have  a very  curious  memoran- 
dum, extradled  out  of  the  old  veftry-book  of  the  parifh,  by  Mr. 
Samuel  Small,  who,  with  his  ufual  friendlhip,  communicated  it  to 
me  ; and  every  thing  elfe  which  he  thought  would  promote  my 
defign. 

‘ 1722,  May, — Veftry  ordered  the  church  and  poors  ley  to  be 
* afiTeffed  feparately,  and  that/.  14  be  raifed  for  the  church,  and 
‘ /.  24  for  the  poor,  both  for  the  year  1721.’  (till  then  the  leys 
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were  promifcuous,  and  denominated  a church  rate).  That  book 
began  in  1715,  and  ended  in  1763. 

Another  memorandum. — 1723,  June  4.  Ordered,  ^ that 
church  and  poors  leys  be  alTelTed  feparately ; and  that  be 
raifed  for  the  church,  and  21  for  the  poor,  both  for 
In  the  prefent  year  the  rates,  equalized  according  to  the 
a6lual  rents,  amount  to  fifteen  hundred  pounds  ! ! ! 

In  this  parifh  are  three  clubs,  or  friendly  focieties,  inftituted  on 
the  fame  plan  as  thofe  in  JVhiteford  parifh  (fee  p.  io[.)  The 
firfl,  or  the  Old  Club,  was  formed  on  March  7th,  1751  ; fo  that 
it  is  prior  to  our’s  by  fifteen  years.  It  confifts  at  prefent  of  214 
members. 

Club  the  fecond  confifts  of  170  members,  and  was  formed 
January  27th,  1759. 

Club  the  third  is  compofed  of  160  members,  and  commenced 
on  January  21ft,  1775.  Each  of  thefe  clubs  have  their  rules,  but 
fo  fimilar  to  thofe  of  JVhiteford  parilli,  that  I ftiall  not  repeat 
them.  I fhall  only  remark,  ne  quid  detrimenti  ecclefia  capiat^ 
that  there  is  an  article  which  excludes  every  one  who  is  not  of 
the  true  church  of  England  by  law  eftabliftied,  unlefs  with  the 
approbation  of  the  majority. 

The  Union  Club  was  eftabliftied  in  Aprils  1789-  It  is  com- 
pofed of  forty-two  members,  in  general  the  moft  refpedable  in- 
habitants of  the  parifh,  untainted  with  defpotic  or  Jacobinical  prin- 
ciples. Every  Chriftmas  they  fhew  exemplary  charity  to  their  poor 
neighbors  j and  under  their  influence  above  160/.  was  raifed  the 
late  feafon  of  fcarcity,  and  diftributed  among  the  objeds  moft: 

H h 2 worthy 


In  1733. 

In  1795. 

Cr.uBS,ORFRir.ND- 
EY  Societies. 
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Old  Bowr  ing 
Gkeen, 


Bryn  y Castell. 


OLD  BOWLING-GREEN. 

worthy  of  relief.  My  fon  and  I are  proud  of  being  members  of 
this  fociety,  as  well  as  all  the  preceding. 

Let  me  here  mention  (from  the  principle  H<cc  olim  me- 
minijje  jwvahit)  a fociety  long  extind,  which  confifted  of  the 
gentlemen  of  the  neighborhood,  and  the  moft  refpedable  men 
of  bulinefs,  tradefmen,  or  mine -adventurers,  who  met,  dur- 
ing fummer,  once  a week,  to  dine  at  the  houfe  of  Bryn  Celyn^  and 
after  dinner  defcended  to  the  bowling-green  juft  beneath,  to 
amufe  themfelves  with  the  innocent  recreation.  Adjoining,  in  a 
room  of  retreat,  in  the  intervals  of  play,  the  perfons  out,  took  their 
pipe  and  ale,  or  perhaps  a fmall  bowl  of  punch  : for  in  thofe  plain 
days  wine  was  feldom  called  for,  unlefs  by  the  few  with  whom 
other  liquors  might  difagree  *. 

In  the  town  are  three  places  of  worlhip  befides  the  church,  two 
for  the  Roman  Catholics,  and  one  for  diflenters.  The  laft  was  built 
on  my  ground,  by  leafe  dated  April  i6,  1788,  and  is  maintained 
by  voluntary  contributions.  Of  the  former,  one  fupports  a fecular 
orparilh  prieft.  The  othera  gentleman  of  the  late  order  of  Jefuirs. 
Both  of  their  cures  are  endowed  with  lands  vefted  in  truftees. 
Each  of  their  houfes  had  been  a fpecies  of  hotel,  probably  de- 
figned  for  the  reception  of  pilgrims  of  better  rank.  One  was  called 
the  Crojs-keys,  the  other  the  Star.  I remember  at  one  or  other  of 
them  Edward  duke  of  Norfolk,  and  other  vifitants  of  diftindion. 

Above  the  church  is  a hill  called  Bryn y Cajlell,  narrow  and 
very  fteep  on  the  fides,  projeding  at  the  end  over  the  little  valley. 

* In  thefe  days,  alas ! our  native  liquor  is  banifhed  from  moft  tables  I 
A'\ ! redeant  Saturkia  regna  ! 
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On  this  might  have  flood  the  caflle  of  ^reffynnon,  or  St.  Wenefredty 
built  by  Randle  III.  earl  of  Chefter^  in  the  year  1210*.  There 
are  not  at  prefent  any  vefliges  left. 

It  is  lingular  that  no  mention  is  made  in  the  Doomjday-Booh 
of  either  chapel,  church,  or  well;  yet  townfliips  now  of  lefs  note 
are  named ; fuch  as  Brunfordy  Caldecote,  and  others.  Notwith- 
ftanding  bifbop  Fleetwood's  opinion,  I think  the  legend  of  St. 
Wenefrede  was  known  previous  to  that  furvey  ; for  the  very  name 
of  Holywell  is  Saxon,  probably  bellowed  on  it  before  the  Conquell, 
'bn  account  of  the  imputed  fandlity  of  the  well. 

The  Ipring  is  certainly  one  of  the  finell  in  thefe  kingdoms ; 
and,  by  the  two  different  trials  and  calculations  lately  made  for 
my  information,  is  found  to  fling  out  about  twenty-one  tons  of 
water  in  a minute.  It  never  freezes.  In  refpedl  to  the  equality  of 
the  water  in  droughts,  or  after  the  greatell  rains,  I find  I mult 
place  it  among  the  vulgar  errors.  From  the  authority  of  Mr. 
Chrijlopher  Smalley,  and  other  relpeflable  manufadturers  on  the 
ftream,  I difcover  that  the  variation  is  extremely  great,  and 
that  there  is  a decreafe  in  fummer  of  more  than  one-third, 
and  in  great  droughts  of  llill  more,  and  after  violent  rains 
the  increafe  is  in  like  proportion:  fome  even  fay  it  is  one- 
half.  As  long  as  I remember,  the  fountain,  after  heavy  falls  of 
wet,  became  of  a wheyey  color.  This  is  increafed  to  a great 
degree,  grows  more  turbid,  and  even  depofits  a mud  upon  the 
ilones. 

Thu  town  was  alfo  very  inconfiderable  till  the  beginning  of 
this  century  j the  houfes  few,  and  thofe  for  the  moll  part 
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thatched ; 


' HOLYWELL  MARKET. 

thatched ; the  ftreets  unpaved  j and  the  place  deftitute  of  a mar- 
ket. Tl’.e  flonrifhing  mines,  that  for  fome  time  were  difeovered 
in  the  neighborhood,  made  a great  change  in  the  appearance,  and 
Introduced  the  effeds  of  wealth.  The  effedls  of  the  manufac^lo- 
' lies  make  lefs  appearance  in  the  town  than  in  the  valley  beneath, 
which,  from  the  well  to  the  fea-fide,  is  a continued  fucceffion  of 
buildings. 

?4asket.  The  monks  of  Bafmgwerk  obtained  for  it  the  grant  of  a fair 

and  a market.  The  firfi;  has  been  dropt  beyond  the  memory  of 
man.  The  market  was  alfo  lofc,  till  it  was  renewed  by  letters 
•jjaten't,  dated  ^an.  20th,  1703,  granted  to  Sir  jehn  Egerton^ 
baronet.  The  patent  alfo  contains  a grant  of  three  fairs,  viz. 
on  the  23d  of  April,  the  Euefday  in  Eajter  week,  and  die  2d  of 
September.  The  market  has  been  the  mod:  flourifhing  in  North 
' Wales } but  the  fairs  never  could  be  eftabliflied. 

The  market  is  the  beft  in  the  county  for  butcher’s  meat. 

. Tliac  for  corn  is  now  much  reduced,  by  reafon  of  the  greater 

farmers,  or  the  badgers  or  purchafers  for  exportation,  leflening 
the  great  fl:ock  which  ufed  to  fupply  the  markets  at  reafonable 
rates.  Every  great  farmer  fcems  now  to  have  taken  the  early 
- ' part  of  his  education  in  Change- Alley,  and  is  as  expert  in  prices 

of  corn,  as  any  academy  of  that  noted  place  is  in  thofe  of 
. . flocks.  That  there  never  can  be  a deficiency  for  the  ufe  of  the 
natives  of  Flintjhire,  either  from  their  own  lands,  or  the  vale  of 
Clwyd,  is  evident  from  the  following  table  of  exportation,  from 
■September  1,  1794,  to  Auguji  5th,  1795  > communicated  to  m.e 
by  the  friendfliip  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  cuftom-houfe  in  Chef- 
ter,  from  which  appear  the  following  truths : 
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Wheat. 

Ci£t.  B, 

W heat 
Flour. 
Qrs.  B. 

Rye. 

Qrs.  B. 

Barley. 
Qrs.  B. 

Malt. 

Qrs.  B. 

Oats. 

Qrs.  B. 

Oat- 
meal. 
Qj.  B. 

Beans. 

Qrs.  B. 

Bean 
Flour. 
Qr^s.  B. 

From  Rudland 

1,064  ^ 

I 0 

0 0 

3 

0 0 

930  0 

0 0 

29  2 

0 0 

From  Weppra 

0 

CO 

0 0 

17  0 

0 0 

0 0 

0 0 

0 0 

0 0 

0 0 

From  Bagillt  - 

30  0 

0 0 

0 ® 

0 0 

0 0 

0 0 

0 0 

0 0 

0 0 

From  Chefter 

480  2 

469  6 

9 3 

123  6 

612  4 

2 4 

646  4 

0 0 

II  0 

Total 

1,652  3 

470  6 

26  3 

127  0 

612  4 

932  4 

646  4 

29  2 

1 1 0 

This  is  the  fum  of  the  corn  exported  from  Flintjhire  or  Chefier-,  for  I find 
that  none  had  for  feveral  years  paft  been  fent  from  Rudland  to  any  place 
weftward  of  that  port. 

The  following  table  will  Ihew  the  particular  places  to  which  the  above 
is  exported,  and  the  quantity  delivered  at  each  place. 


Wheat. 

W heat 
Flour. 

Rye 

Barley. 

Malt. 

Oats. 

Oat 

mea 

Beans. 

Bean 

Flour. 

Qrs.  B. 

Qrs. 

B. 

Qrs. 

B. 

Qrs. 

B. 

Q^s. 

B. 

Qrs. 

B. 

fQs. 

B. 

Q;_s. 

B. 

Qrs. 

B. 

Barmouth 

10 

0 

22 

6 

9 

3 

« 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Beaumaris  - 

0 

0 

J57 

4 

0 

0 

3 

6 

270 

4 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Caernarvon  - 

0 

0 

J54 

0 

0 

0 

5 

0 

269 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

O' 

0 

0 

Liverpool 

1,642 

3 

94 

4 

17 

0 

IIS 

0 

63 

0 

0 

0 

646 

4 

9 

0 

I ( 

0 

Pwllhely 

0 

0 

41 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Chefier 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

2 

0 

0 

930 

0 

0 

0 

=9 

2 

0 

0 ’ 

Holyhead 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

I 

Conway 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

10 

0 

2 

4 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

I 

1 

1 

Total 

1,652 

3 

469 

/ 

26 

127 

■| 

c 

612 

4 

932 

4 

646 

4 

29 

2 

I I 

— 1 

0 

To 


PRICES  OF  CORN, 


Trices  in  the  To  Conclude,  I lhallgive  the  prices  of  the  different  kinds  of 
late  larch  corn  during  this  noted  year  of  fcarcity,  famine  it  cannot  be  called, 
for  the  evil  has  been  very  remote  from  that  dreadful  judgment  j 
by  reafon  of  the  innumerable  refources  Britain  has  within  itfelfi 
both  from  the  vegetable  and  animal  kingdoms. 


j 

i 

Cheapeft. 

Middle. 

Deareft. 

41  Qiiarts 
\j>er  Meafure. 

Wheat  - 

£■  s.  it. 

080 

..  ci. 

013  6 

0 

0 

7>er  INIeafiire. 

Barley 

0 

0 

070 

0 

O' 

0 

D° 

Oats 

0 2 

0 

0 

043 

D® 

Beans 

0 7 3 

090 

'O 

0 

0 

D* 

Roads. 


To  THE  Sea. 

To  Rudland 
AND  St.  Asaph. 


T HE  fituation  of  the  town  is  pleafant  and  healthy.  On  the 
back  is  a lofty  hill,  at  times  extremely  produftive  of  lead-ore. 
Towards  the  fea  is  a pretty  valley,  bounded  by  woods  : the 
end  finilbes  on  one  fide  with  the  venerable  abby.  To  fuch 
who  require  the  ufe  of  a cold-bath,  few  places  are  more  proper  j 
for,  befides  the  excellence  of  the  waters,  exceeding  good  medical 
affiftance,  and  comfortable  accommodations,  may  be  found  here  j 
and  the  mind  entertained,  and  the  body  exercifed  in  a variety  of 
beautiful  rides  and  walks. 

There  are  feven  roads  out  of  Holywell-,  leading  to  different 
places.  The  firft,  or  that  from  the  lower  part  of  the  town  to 
the  fea-fide,  I have  already  mentioned. 

The  fecond  paffes  through  Whiteford  ftreet,  and  is  that  to 
Rudlandy  St.  JJaph^  Conwy,  and  Holyhead,  and  alfo  is  the  coach- 
road  to  Denbigh.  Its  extent  in  this  parifh  is  only  one  mile, 
2 ending 
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ending  at  the  late  Mr.  Henry  Steeple's  wall,  where  the  parilh  of 
JVhiteford  begins.  Above  the  weft  end  ftands  the  Grange^  which 
was  called  Feilebrock  (and  alfo  Fulibrock.)  The  Grange  ftill  re- 
mains a farm-houfe  in  a moft  ruinous  condition.  It  is  the  pro- 
perty of  Sir  Pyers  Moftyn^  but  formerly  belonged  to  the  abby  of 
Bajingwerk,  having  been  granted  to  them  by  Meredeth  Wawor^ 
of  which  Bugdale,  (i.  721)  gives  the  following  account,  in  the 
charter  of  David  ap  Llewelyn,  prince  of  North  Wales : ‘ Ferram 

* etiam  quam  Meredit  Wawor  in  villa  de  Haliwell  et  extra  villam 

* habuit  et  terram  quam  Huttredus  frater  ejus  fecum  excambiavit 
‘ in  ipfa  villa  pro  fua  parte  terrae  in  F^itfordia  et  grangiam  illo- 

* rum  qute  appellatur  Feilebroe  cum  omnibus  pertinentiis  et  afia- 

* mentis  fuis  et  communitatem  pafturte  montium  cum  casteris.’ 

Tn'E.  Holywell  was  begun  in  1774,  under  leafes  granted  Level. 
by  Sir  Pyers  Mojlyn,  baronet,  myfelf,  Peter  Parry,  efquire,  Ed- 
ward Jones,  efquire,  and  Mrs,  Mary  JP'illiams,  of  Frelunniau. 

I and  my  two  fons  made  the  voyage  of  this  important  venture  on 
September  aitt,  1795,  boat,  or  rather  punt,  at  the  en- 

trance into  the  work  in  Coed  Cae  Dentir,  a field  belonging  to  Sir 
Pyers,  on  the  north  fide  of  a fmall  dingle-  opening  into  the  road 
oppofite  to  the  great  cotton  fadory.  Under  the  pilotage  of 
the  honeft  Fhomas  Edwards,  agent  to  the  mine,  we  entered  the 
mouth,  lighted  by  candles,  ftuck  on  each  fide  of  our  vefiTel.  The 
firft  forty  yards,  of  our  way  was  arched  with  ftone,  and  fo  low  as 
to  oblige  us  to  ftoop.  When  the  arch  ceafed,  the  roof  was  the 
naturrd  rock,  of  that  fpecies  called  Jhale.  The  height  begins  now  Shale. 
to  be  fix  feet ; the  breadth  four  ; tire  depth  of  the  water,  ir.cluded 
in  the  height,  is  two  and  a half.  After  pafiing  in  the  flralsy  ftratum 
about  two  hundred  and  twenty- fix  yards,  we  find  it  is  fucceeded 
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Chert,  by  that  of  cherts,  at  which  fpot  the  level  enters  my  ground.  In 
the  field  called  Coed  Cae porfa.  There  the  height  to  the  furface  is 
eighteen  yards.  Several  Ihafts  have  been  funk  for  air  between 
this  place  and  the  mouth  of  the  level.  In  a field  of  mine,  called 
Cadlas  Mr,  was  early  difeovered,  at  the  depth  of  thirty-one  yards, 
a flrong  firing  of  ore,  which  raifed  the  hopes  of  the  adventurers 
to  the  highefl  degree  3 and  the  mineral  flock  rofe  in  proportion. 
But  alas  ! in  a little  time,  both  fpirits  and  flock  fell  •,  for  the  pro- 
mifing  profpedl  fuddenly  vanifhed,  an  accident  too  frequent  with 
miners  to  occafion  furprize.  The  chert  continues  to  a little  beyond 
the  turnpike-road,  when  we  again  enter  the  land  of  Sir  Pyers  Mojiyn, 
in  a field  called  Brocknallt,  where  it  flops.  Hitherto  the  level  has 
Lime-Stone,  preferved  a flrait  courfe : but  in  this  field  (where  the  lime-flone 
flratum  begins,  and  is  continued  to  the  end  of  the  prefent  work- 
ing, above  five  hundred  yards)  it  takes  a bend  parallel  to  the 
road,  -and  fo  continues  as  far  as  Brocknallt-pella,  and  then  makes 
another  curvature,  and  near  a fmall  but  pretty  cave  croffes 
A Cave,  obliquely  the  turnpike-road.  The  cave  is  furniflred  with  a table 
and  benches,  at  which  the  vifitants  never  fail  experiencing  the 
hofpitality  of  their  worthy  condudlor.  Out  of  this  cave  is  a 
pafTage,  or  fump,  or  fhort  fhaft,  funk  for  the  purpofe  both  of 
fearching  for  ore,  and  alfo  for  conveying  of  air,  which  began  to 
be  wanted,  into  the  level.  This  fump  communicates  with  feve- 
ral  others,  till  it  reaches  a fliaft.  The  adion  of  the  air  is  various. 
Ventilator.  fometimes  it  defcends  through  the  fhaft  j at  other  times  ruflies 
up  the  mouth  of  the  level  but  in  each  cafe  pafles  into  the 
mouth  of  a fquare  wooden  condudor,  which  enters  the  lower 
part  of  the  fump,  and  is  continued  on  one  fide  of  the  level,  al- 
mofl  to  the  end  of  the  prefent  working. 
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In  proceeding  farther  we  were  alarmed  with  the  awful  found 
of  a cataradt.  On  arriving  at  the  fpot  from  whence  it  ifllied,  the 
noife  feemed  to  have  derived  its  greateft:  force  from  the  confined 
arch  of  the  level  j for  we  difcovered  it  to  proceed  from  a fmall  Cascade. 
but  elegant  cafcade,  which,  in  our  fight,  tumbled  down  a fmall 
hollow,  and  ferved  to  augment  the  water  of  the  level,  which  was 
alfo  Increafed  by  feveral  ftrong  fprings  rifing  from  the  fides  and 
bottom  with  ftrong  ebullitions.  Similar  noifes  are  faid  to  have  Other  Subter- 
been  heard  in  Coetiau’r  Odyn.  It  is  polTiblethat  this  fubterraneous  ters. 

water  may  be  one  of  the  feeds  of  St.  Wenefrede  s well,  as  the 
field  is  nearly  in  a defcending  line  with  it.  I have  alfo  heard, 
on  good  authority,  of  another  large  ftream  of  water  running 
through  a great  fubterraneous  cavern,  in  working  Portaway 
mine,  in  Pantafa,  In  the  parifli  of  Whiteford-,  but  its  difcharge 
has  never  been  yet  difcovered. — But  to  return.  After  pafiing 
this  fall,  we  reached  the  end  of  our  voyage,  at  the  length  of 
1167  yards  from  the  mouth,  and  at  the  place  where  two 
miners  were  purfuing  the  working  of  the  level,  and  had  got 
within  ten  yards  of  the  Ihaft  in  which  the  miners  are  working  in 
the  rich  vein,  beneath  the  field  called  Coed  Cae  Plwm,  or  the  wood 
or  field  of  lead.  The  height  from  the  foie  of  the  level  to  the 
furface  at  this  place  Is  ninety-three  yards  and  a halfj  the  depth 
of  the  ihaft,  which  is  now  fo  flattering  to  our  hopes,  is  fifty  yards; 
fo  that  there  are  forty-three  yards  and  a half  from  its  foie  to  that 
of  the  level,  which  all  the  way  is  found  to  be  filled  with  ore  ! ! ! 

But  we  have  more  than  one  firingto  our  bow.  Coetiau’r  Odyn  Other  Veins. 
vein  runs  entirely  from  Coetiau-mawr  fields  through  my  ground, 
as  does  Maes  Whiteford,  giving  Mr.  Jones  of  IVepre  a fmall 
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chance  in  our  mineral  lottery.  Then  comes  which  rs 

fhared  between  Sir  Fyers  Mojiyn  and  myfelf ; and  the  once  rich- 
vein  of  Brocknallt  is  entirely  his.  All  thefe  run  north  and  foiith,. 
and  have  in  general  been  very  produftive,.  but  efpecially  thofe  be- 
longing to  the  houfe  of  'Trelacre. 

Let  me  obferve  that  in  the  depth  of  the  level  we  faw  the  defcend- 
ing  courle  of  all  thefe  veins  (excepting  Coitiau'r  Odyn)  feme  of 
them  which  were  tried  at  that  depth  proved  barren.  How  far 
lower  the  veins  defeended,,  may  probably  ever  remain  fecret,  unlefs. 
fome  bold  adventurers  fhould  have  the  fpirit  to  attempt  a level 
from  the  marfh,  which  we  (at  p.  218)  proved  to  have,,  from  the. 
well,  a fall  of  202  feet. 

Feri II.E  Tract. 

The  whole  tradl  below  the  eaft  fide  of  this  road,  is  a moft  fer- 
tile and  well  cultivated  bottom,  Hoping  on  each  fide.  Its  rural 
ceconomy  may  vie  in  excellence  with  the  moft  boafted  of  our 
iftand.  The  profpedl  is  charming,  of  the  whole  length  of  the 
Chejler  channel,  bounded  on  the  oppofite  by  IFiral,  and  a diftant 
view  of  part  of  Lancajhire. 

From  the  other  fide  of  the  road  the  ground  rjfes  fteeplyj  on 
the  fummit  is  a tradt  of  inclofed  land,-  backed  by  the  mountain  or 
common. 

Pen-y-Bal 

Road. 

.‘1 

I RETURN  into  the  town,  and  at  the  end  of  Whiteford-ftreet 
afeend  the  fteep  road  called  Pen-y-Bal,  of  very  laborious  afeent. 

I remember  it  the  only  coach  approach  on  this  fide.  The  pre- 
fent  fine  road,  then  with  great  propriety  called  Holloway y was  too 
narrow  for  any  carriage  beyond  the  then  wretched  carts  of  the 
country.  I well  remember  that  whenever  our  family  wanted  to 
vifit  liolywelly  it  was  obliged  to  be  dragged  up  to  Pen~y-fordd- 
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warn,  to  crofs  the  mountain,  and  with  locked  wheels,  and'  with 
great  peril,  go  down  the  almoft  precipitous  way. 

From  the  fummit  of  Pen  y-Bal,  to  the  weft,  is  a narrow  tra6l  of 
common.  A little  beyond,  in  a fmall  wood,  ftands  Calcot  or 
Calcoed,  in  the  townfhip  of  the  fame  name.  In  the  Pocmjday 
Book,  it  is  called  Caldecote,  and  is  there  united  with  Meretone  and 
tertia  parte  de  Widford.  The  founder  of  this  houfe  was  Henry 
Mofton,,  doflor  of  civil  law,  fecond.  fon  of  Pyers  Mojlonyoi  Pre~ 
lacre.  He  purchafed  Caulcot,  as  it  was  then  fpelt,  of  George  and 
‘Thomas  Manley,  of  Chefter,  in  the  year  1595,  for  the  fum  of  467  /. 
After  four  generations,  the  fucceflion  ended  in  the  male  line  in 
Samuel  Moftyn,  efquire,  who  died  May  16th,,  1760,  aged  79,  and. 
was  buried  at  Northop  on  the  1.9th  ; who  fettled  his  eftate  on  his 
nephew  Mr.  John  Ellis,  who  alTumed  tlie  furname  of  Mojlyn. 

On  the  mountain  to  the  eaft  of  the  common  way  to  Calcoed, 
are  two  ftones,  about  three  feet  high,  and  about  twenty-two  feet, 
diftant  from,  each  other.  They  are  called  Naid-y-March,  or  the 
horfe’s  leap,  from  a vulgar  notion  of  the  derivation  of  the  name'lq 
They  are  of  the  very  antient  Britijh  origin,  and  probably  the  place 
of  interment  mf  fome  hero  whofe  body  was  depofited  between" 
ftone  and  ftone.  The  diftance  mi^ht  be  intended  to  give  an  idea 

^ D . > 

of  his  mighty  fize ; as  Alexander  is  fuppofed,  on  his  return  out  o^ 
India,  to  have  buried  various  fuits  of  armor,  of  gigantic  dimen- 
fions,  to  impofe  on  future  times  an  exalted  notion  of  the  troops 
he  had  led  to  this  diftant  country. 

I DESCEND  again  into  Holywell,  and  at  the  fouth  end.  of  the 
High  Street  turn  to  the  right,  up  the  road  which  leads  to  Halkin 
and  Brynford-,  the  latter  branches  from  that  to  Halkin  on  the  right. 

Above 
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Above  the  road  is  the  old  houfe  of  Brynford,  at  prefent  the  pro- 
perty of  Richard  Garnons,  efquire.  It  had  been  that  of  the  Ed- 
wards's. Their  defcent  is  given  at  p.  239.  I remember  it  in- 
habited by  'Thomas  Edwards^  efquire,  a moft  refpedable  old  gen- 
tleman, blind  with  age,  of  great  charity  and  benevolence;  and 
who,  moft  grateful  to  Providence,  increafed  his  charities  in  pro- 
portion to  the  increafe  of  his  abilities,  in  obedience  to  the  direc- 
tion of  Heaven,  to  obferve  its  frequent  injundions  to  the  per- 
formance of  that  virtue. 

Opposite  to  the  houfe,  on' the  other  fide  of  the  road,  was  for- 
merly a profitable  lead-mine,  called  Pen  y Bryn^  belonging  to  lord 
Kilmorey.  It  was  rem.arkable  for  the  quantity  of  refrading  fpar, 
Jpatum  IJlandkumy  of  great  purity  and  trafparency  ; and  often  ele- 
gantly infeded  with  marcafite  finely  difpofed  in  lines. 

This  road  ends  on  the  mountain  on  the  borders  of  Skyviog 
parilh,  the  boundary  of  Holywell  parifh  on  this  fide. 

I RETURN  to  the  turnpike  road,  and  continuing  my  way,  pafs 
on  the  right  by  Pijiilli  a neat  fmall  houfe,  the  property  of  Peter 
Parryy  efquire,  of  Twijfogy  in  the  county  of  Denbigh. 

In  order  to  proceed  towards  the  rich  mineral  country  I am 
entering  on,  I fhall  continue  the  enumeration  of  veins  from 
Coetiau'r  Odyn  (fee  p.  241.) 

T HE  next  to  that,  eaftward.  Is  Caleb  Belly  a north  and  fouth 
vein,  which  is  traced  from  the  eaft  fide  of  Pen-y-Bal,  defcends 
from  the  mountain,  towards  the  late  John  Denman's^  but  as  yet 
has  not  been  traced-to  the  road.  This  has  in  old  times  been 
very  rich  in  feveral  places. 

T HE  old  vein,  or  Pant  Ithely  is  another  rich  vein,  which  firft 
^ appeared 
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appeared  in  Pantqfa,  and  yielded  great  quantities  of  ore  and  ca- 
lamine. From  thence  croITes  Butler's  fields,  and  Pen-y-Bal, 
and  then  to  Coetia  fiawr  ; from  thence  to  Pant  Itbel,  where  it  de- 
fcends  near  Brynford  houfe,  and  crofles  the  road  into  Highgate  te- 
nement, the  property  of  Mr.  Williams  of  Prelunniau,  It  then 
enters  into  my  tenement  called  Meilwr,  and  was  the  firil  place 
in  which  ore  was  found  in  the  level ; the  leafe  of  which  was 
granted  by  my  father,  on  December  the  20th,  1754. 

The  next  is  the  Highgate  vein,  which  about  Pifiill  had  branch- 
ed into  many  ftrings.  As  they  advance  from  Pifiill  eaftward, 
they  enter  Highgate  tenement,  and  become  very  produdtive, 
both  in  Mrs.  Williams's  land,  and  alfo  my  own,  which  for  many 
years  poured  on  me  in  great  abundance  its  mineral  wealth.  I 
never  confidered  this  Ipecies  of  riches  but  of  the  moft  precarious 
nature,  liable  inftantly  to  fail : I therefore  fecured  them  on  the 
beft  of  tenures,  and  purchafed  with  them  the  moiety  of  the  Bagillt- 
Hall  eftate,  which  has  turned  out  to  me  uncommonly  fortunate. 
I alfo  was  enabled  by  another  part  to  improve  my  houfe  at 
Downing  to  what  it  now  is. 

Every  thing  has  its  end.  The  vein  or  veins  at  length  grew 
poorer.  A great  fire-engine  was  eredled  a few  years  ago,  in 
hopes  of  clearing  the  water,  and  getting  at  the  ore  which  was 
fuppofed  to  have  been  left  in  the  foies. 

The  level  begins  at  the  bottom  of  the  north  fide  of  Nant- 
hill-hrwc,  and  runs  fouth-weft.  How  uncertain  is  mineral  know- 
lege,  even  among  the  moft  knowing!  The  objecft  of  the 
lefiees  was  the  working  up  to  a certain  rich  vein,  named  the  hard 
Jhaft,  in  the  lands  belonging  to  Brynfordd,  An  objedt  that  never 

yet 
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yet  has  been  obtained.  But  in  purfult  of  that  objed  they  mofl 
-unexpededly  met  with  the  veins  which  produced  fo  much 
wealth  to  Mr.  Williams  and  myfelf.  Perhaps  I fall  Ihort  in  my 
cftimate  if  I fay,  that  to  leflbrs  and  leffees,  the  total  amount 
muft  have  exceeded  a hundred  thoufand  pounds. 

The  next  vein  to  the  high-gat-e,  is  a firing  within  five  yards 
of  the  high  gate,  which  has  been  very  produdive.  Into  the  field 
called  Coetia  YJcubor,  the  har  'd  Jhaft  vein  is  expeded  to  enter,  and 
crofs  the  whole  breadth,  into  the  ground  of  Pen  y fylle.  And  at 
the  very  corner  of  the  fame  field,  another  vein  crofles  into  the 
fame  land,  and  has  been  tolerably  rich. 

I NOW  quit  my  mineral  territories  in  this  part  of  the  country  j 
and  crofs  over  the  road  to  Pen  y fylle,  the  feat  of  Hugh  Hum- 
fhreys,  efquire,  defcended  from  Edwyn,  prince  of  Yegengl.  That 
gentlem.an  has  had  large  fhare  of  the  mineral  wealth.  The 
vein  Kofi  y .cegm  paffes  under  his  very  houfe  and  garden. 
The  mine-hillocks  fill  the  land*,  but  by  his  judicious  walks  and 
plantations,  which  now  cover  them,  he  has  turned  them  into 
beauties.  The  vein  continues  to  his  grounds,  below  his  houfe, 
and  may  probably  be  a fource  of  new  wealth. 

The  Lucky  Venture,  is  the  k.ft  vein  I can  mention  In  this  pa- 
rifh,  which  ranges  from  the  mountain,  and  erodes  the  road  into  a 
corner  of  a field  of  Mr.  Humphreys,  and  immediately  from  thence 
into  the  land  belonging  to  Edward  jenes,  efquire,  of  Wepre, 
in  which  abundance  of  ore  has  been  got.  Much  has  alfo 
been  got  in  the  very  road,  in  a pit  funk  by  earl  Grojvenor,  a 
privilege  clamed  by  his  lordfhip,  in  virtue  of  his  great  mineral 
jgrant  ? 
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Tins  townlhip  ends  at  about  a mile  didance  from  Pen  y-pylle, 
where  it  is  feparated  by  Rhjd  Fudr,  a little  rillj  from  the  paridi 
of  Halkin. 

I RETURN  again  into  the  town,  and  after  eroding  the  ead;  end 
of  the  High  Street,  take  the  road  leading  toward  Gadlys.  On  the 
right  I fee  a triding  monument  of  my  refpecl  to  a towiT  which  has 
for  a long  feries  of  years  fne wn  every  mark  of  edeem  for  the 
landlord  of  many,  and  the  friend  of  all.  In  an  adjacent  field  of 
mine,  called  Roft  Fob,  was  a valuable  fpring,  which  running  to 
wade,  occafioned  a great  lofs  of  time,  to  rich  and  poor,  in  pro- 
curing water.  1 (by  the  afiidance  of  Mr.  Ronbavand)  caufed,  in 
the  year  1794,  a pillar  to  be  eredled,  into  v/hich  the  water  was 
colledled,  and  raifed  to  a height  convenient  to  be  received  into 
vefiels  placed  there,  to  fupply,  with  eafe  and  expedition,  the 
wants  of  the  inhabitants. 

At  the  bottom  of  the  defeent  from  Holy^Lvell  Is  a beautiful  din- 
gle, named  Nnnt-bil-brwc,  which  winds  on  the  right  to  Meilwr 
tenement,  and  on  the  left  quite  to  the  mardi,  the  greater  part  of 
the  way  ornamented  with  hanging  woods.  On  eroding  a bridge 
near  a large  mill,  the  property  of  Paul  Panton,  efquirej  enter  the 
townfiiip  of  Bagillt  ■,  and  in  lefs  than  half  a mile  pafs  by  the  houfe 
of  that  w'orthy  friend  of  mine.  Our  intimacy  began  in  early  youth, 
and  has  been  ever  fince  retained.  With  joy  I fee  his  elded  fon 
rifing  with  progredive  goodnefs,  and  rare  abilities.  I fee  with 
pleafure  my  elded  fon,  with  true  judgment,  cultivating  with  him 
a friendflrip.  May  it  continue  through  a long  life  of  human  felicity, 
pleafant  to  themfelves,  and  ufeful  to  their  neighbors  and  country ! 

To  Mr.  Panton  fenior  I hold  myfelf  greatly  obliged  for  the 
account  of  his  family,  maternal  and  paternal. 

K k The 
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The  houfe  and  eftate  of  Bagillt  was  conveyed  into  Mr.  Pan- 
ten’s  family,  by  the  marriage  of  his  father  with  Marjy  daughter 
of  Edward  Griffithsy  efquire,  defeended  from  the  Griffiths  of 
Caerwis-hally  who  derived  themfelves  from  Ednowen  BendeWy  one 
of  the  fifteen  tribes  of  North  Wales.  His  anceftors  had  long  been 
fettled  at  this  place,  and  have  as  antient  deeds  to  fhew  for  their 
lands  as  any  in  W alssy  as  will  appear  by  the  following  will : 

* In  the  name  of  God,  Amen. — The  i ith  day  of  November  y In 
‘ the  year  of  our  Lord  God  1331,  I,  John  ah  Griffith  ap  Cona, 
^ being  of  good  and  whole  mind  and  memory,  and  fick  in  body, 

* make,  ordain,  and  declare  my  laft  will  and  telflament  in  manner 

* and  form  following : — Firft,  I bequeath  my  foul  to  Almighty 
‘ God,  and  his  mother  St.  Maryy  and  my  body  to  be  buried  in 

* the  parifh  church  of  Holywell : alfo  I bequeath  to  the  faid  parilh 

* church,  to  buy  a banner  withall  4^. : alfo  I bequeath  to  the 
‘ Fryers  o(  Rudlandy  20  d.  and  to  the  friars  of  Denbigh y \2d.1 

* alfo  I bequeath  to  the  Rhode  work  of  the  Mold,  2 s. : alfo  I will 
‘ that  a trental  be  given  to  pray  for  my  father’s  foul,  my  mo- 

* ther’s  foul,  my  brethren’s  fouls,  and  all  Chrifiian  fouls.  Alfo  1 

* will  that  a man  be  hired  to  go  to  St.  David's  on  pilgrimage  for 

* my.  foul.  Alfo  I bequeath  to  Sir  Rys,  my  curate,  2s.  Farther, 

* I bequeath  to  my  fon  'ThoniaSy  2 young  heifers,  of  3 years  old : 

* alfo  I bequeath  to  my  fon  Richardy  16  s.  %d.  which  is  in  the 
‘ hands  of  Harry  Vaughan.  Moreover,  I will  that  Anne  my  wife 
‘ fiiall  occupy,  with  my  children,  my  houfe,  and  all  the  lands 
^ thereto  belonging,  as  long  as  Ihe  lhall  be  unmarried,  and  keep 

* herfelf  a good  woman,  and  no  longer.  Alfo,  my  will  is,  that  a 
‘ clofe,  called  Gwern  Onneny  be  reftored  to  Jonet  wch  RhySy  or 
‘ her  fon,  they  paying  to  my  heirs  6 /.  of  lawful  money  of  Eng- 
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^ land. — Furthermor  I will  that  Sir  Roheri  ap  Meredith^  chap^ 

‘ lain,  and  Morris  ap  Llewelyn,  my  feoffees  of  truft  of  and  in  all 
‘ my  lands  and  tenements,  fliall  Hand  and  be  feoffees  of  the 
^ fame,  to  the  ufe  and  behoof  of  my  children,  and  thereof  to 
' make  them  an  eftatc  when  they  fball  come  to  their  lawful 
‘ age,  and  at  their  lawful  defire.  And  all  the  refidue  of  my 
^ goods,  not  bequeathed  in  this  my  lafl  will  and  teftament,  I 

* give  and  bequeath  to  my  children,  whom  I make  and  ordain, 

* my  fons  Lhomas  and  Rkhard,  my  full  and  lawful  executors. — In 
‘ witnefs  whereof  all  and  fingular  the  premifes  Sir  Richard  my 
‘ curate,  Rynallt  ap  Griffith  ap  Cona  my  brother,  and  Morris  ap 
^ Llewelyn,  and  divers  others. — And  further  my  will  is,  that 

* John  ab  Harry  ab  Kenrick,  Sir  Robert  ap  Meredith,  Edward 
' Penna'rit  ap  Rys  ap  Llewelyn,  and  Ellys  ap  John  ab  Ithel,  be  over- 

* feers,  as  well  of  my  children,  as  of  this  my  laft  will  and  tefta- 

* ment,  till  they  comie  to  lawful  age,  and  all  this  at  the  overfight 
‘ of  my  lord  abbot.’ 

The  clofe  diftingulfhed  in  this  will  by  the  name  of  Gwern 
Onnen,  flill  retains  the  name,  and  runs  from  Roft  Lob  towards  the 
woods  that  lead  to  Meilwr. 

The  licence  for  Mr.  Panton's  great-grandfather’s  marriage  (by 
his  mother’s  fide)  in  Cromwell’s  time,  is  a curiofity  worthy  of  the 
reader’s  perufal.  I think  that  the  fame  form  is  introduced  into 
France,  fince  the  abolition  of  religion  in  that  kingdom.  It  pro- 
bably was  taken  from  the  model  left  by  our  fanatical  rulers  in 
the  laft  century.  I have  another  of  a fimilar  marriage  in  our 

family,  attefted  by  Evans,  a juftice  in  Northop  parilh. 

* Know  all  men,  that  upon  the  eleventh  day  of  February,  In  Curious  Licence, 
the  year  of  our  Lord  God  one  thoufand  fix  hundred  and 

K k 2 ‘ fifty- 


< 


26o 


CURIOUS  LICENCE. 


* fifty-five,  Richard  Griffith,  Tonne  and  helre  appant  of  John 
‘ Griffith,  late  of  Bagillt,  in  the  county  of  Flint,  efq",  deceafed, 

‘ and  Martha  Pennant,  the  daughter  of  Edward  Peymant,  erq',  of 
‘ Bagillt  aforefaid,  came  before  rne  Rolf  Hughes,  efq',  one  of  the 
‘ jufi.ices  of  the  peace  of  the  county  of  Flint,  and  defired  to  be 
‘ joyned  together  in  matrimony ; and  being  fufliciently  fatisfied 
‘ that  the  faid  intended  marriage  was  publiflied  on  three  feveral 
‘ Lords  dayes,  at  the  tyme  of  morning  exercife,  within  the  pa- 
‘ rife  church  of  Holywell,  within  which  parife  the  faid  parties 
‘ refide,  and  that  nee  ^fon  gaynefayed  or  tended  any  caufe  why 
‘ the  faid  parties  might  not  be  joyned  togeather  in  nratrimonie, 

* both  of  them  being  of  full  age  and  diferetion,  and  the  parents  of 
‘ both  parties  confenting  thereunto ; — and  after  both  parties  had 

* pronounced  before  m.e,  in  the  prefence  of  divers  credible  wit- 
‘ nefies,  the  words  of  folcmnizaticn  mentioned  in  an  aft  of  parlia- 
‘ m:enr,  intituled,  an  aft  touching  m.aniages,  and  dated  the 
‘ xxiili'''  dzy  Augvji  1653,  I did  pronounce  and  declare  the 
‘ faid  Richard  Grfficth  and  Martha  Pennant  to  be  lawful  huf- 

band  and  wife.  In  witnefs  thereof  I have  hereunto  put  my 

* hand  and  fale,  the  day  and  yeare  firfi  above  written,  1655, 

* Ra.  Hughes,  (l.s.) 

'*■  WitnelTes  hereunto, 

‘ Fhomas  Griffith, 

‘ Roger  Jones, 

* John  Mojlyn' 

The  antlent  fmelting-houfe  of  Gadlys  flood  a full  mile  dlflant 
from  this  houfe,  about  a mile  diftant  from  the  feore,  and  on 
the  land  of  Robert  Hughes,  efquire,  of  Halkin.  The  leafe  expired 
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In- 1786,  and  the  works  were  pulled  entirely  down,  after  {landing 
the  term  of  the  agreement,  which  was  forty-four  years. 

The  refpeftable  company,  long  known  by  the  name  of  the 
Governor  and  Company  for  /melting  down  head  with  Pit  Coale  and 
Sea  Coale,  by  the  royal  charter,  granted  in  the  4th  of  William 
2inAMary,  began  bufinefs  in  this  county  about  the  year  1700. 
They  flourifbed  with  a rnofl  fair  reputation  for  a great  number  of 
years,  till  their  decline,  either  through  want  of  ore,  or  other  in- 
evitable cauies,  induced  them  to  remove  their  antient  furnaces  to 
fome  works,  built  by  the  late  MeiTrs.  Smedley,  on  the  bank 
above  Bagillt.  Thofe  they  piuxhafed  j and  continued  fmelting,  un- 
der the  direction  of  their  agent,  Mr,  William  Smith  *,  till  they  fold 
them  to  Meflrs.  Griffith  and  ^Jlet,  of  London.  This  company 
was  often  called  the  fakers  Company,  from  the  number  of  per- 
fons  of  that  mild  perfuafion  being  of  it.. 

During  the  pro fperity  of  the  works  (which  was  very  long) 
they  produced  vaft  quantities  of  lead  and  bullion  ; of  the  latter 
they  extraded  from  the  lead,  between  the  year  1704  and  1744, 
not  lefs  than  430,604  ounces.  Queen  Anne  and  her  fucceffor 
commanded  that  all  fpecie  coined  from  the  filver  fhould  be 
flruck  on  the  reverfe  with  the  plume  of  feathers,  as  a mark 
of  its  having  been  the  produdion  of  the  principality  f. 
James  I.  gave  the  fame  diredions  refpeding  the  coin  made  from 
the  filver  of  the  mines  worked  by  Sir  Hugh  Middleton,  in  Cardi- 
gayffiire-,  and  in  1637,  Charles  I.  caufed  the  fame  marks  of  Weljh 
filver  to  be  placed  on  the  coins  of  the  mint  at  Aberyjiwith,  ob* 

• To  whom  I am  much  indebted  for  information  refpefting  the.  Gartlys. 
company.  f Leake  on  Coins,  .287. 
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tained  from  the  mines  of  the  fame  county*.  Other  coins  from  the 
company’s  works  were  called  quakers  money ^ from  the  caufe  above 
aligned.  In  an  antient  map  of  Denhighjhire  and  Flintjhire^  by  W. 
Williams^  pu’olifhed  in  17  20,  is  an  engraving  of  a crown,  with  the 
feathers,  the  inftgnia  of  IVales ; and  alfo  another,  of  the  feal  of 
the  corporation,  with  its  creft  and  arms.  The  fupporters  are  two 
miners  ; and  the  motto  the  apt  one,  SpSJatur  in  igne.  And  above 
them  is  a view  of  the  works,  faithfully  given,  as  they  appeared 
before  they  were  reduced  to  a fingle  chimney. 

T HE  contpany  were  for  a long  feries  of  years  the  greateft  mine- 
adventurers  in  North  Wales,  and  had  very  confiderable  mines  in 
every  part  of  Flintjhire,  The  company  difpofed  of  their  remain- 
ing property  in  the  county,  and  totally  withdrew  from  it  at  Mi- 
chaelmas, 1792  ; but  ftill  they  carry  on  very  extenfive  mines  and 
fmelting-works  in  Cumberland  and  Northumberland,  under  the 
commiffioners  of  Greenwich  hofpital,  on  the  forfeited  eftates  of 
the  earl  of  Derwentwater. 

Gadlys  takes  its  name  from  the  Weljh,  Cad,  an  army,  and 
Llys,  fignifying  the  royal  head  quarter,  or  palace.  Near  the 
works  flood  a large  mount,  on  which  might  have  been  a caflelet, 
the  refidence  of  fome  of  our  princes. 

Between  this  place  and  Penire  Bagilli  is  another  eminence  of 
antient  celebrity,  Bryn  Dychwelwch,  fo  named  from  Bryn,  a hill, 
and  Dychwelwch,  return  I being  traditionally  faid  to  have  been 
the  place  from  which  Flenry  II.  gave  his  order  for  retreat, 
when  he  was  engaged  with,  the  Weljh,  in  1 1 57,  with  his 
whole  army,  in  Colejhill,  in  the  fame  difficulties  as  he  had  juft 


♦ Leake  on  Coins,  302, 
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before  experienced  In  the  depth  of  Coed  Eulo,  In  this  a£tIon  his 
forces  were  again  defeated,  and  Euftace  Fitz-Johriy  a baron  firft 
in  rank,  wealth,  and  abilities  among  the  Englijh  and  Robert  de 
Courciy  another  great  baron,  with  numbers  of  others,  were  flain. 
Henry  de  EJfex,  hereditary  ftandard- bearer,  and  a man  of  ap- 
proved valor,  was  feized  with  a panic ; and  flinging  down  the 
ftandard,  cried  out,  that  the  king  was  killed  ! The  route  w'ould 
have  been  general,  if  the  king  had  not  valiantly  rallied  his  forces 
and  repulfed  the  JVelJh  but  in  the  end  he  thought  it  prudent  to 
withdraw  his  army,  and  encamp  in  a fecure  ftation.  He  after- 
wards attempted,  by  decamping  from  the  fhore,  and  endeavoring 
to  get  into  the  interior  part  of  the  country,  to  cut  off  Owen's  rtr- 
treat  into  the  mountains  But  the  wife  prince,  penetrating  into 
his  views,  retired  to  a plain  near  St.  AJa^phy  ftill  called  Cll  Owen,  or 
Owen's  Retreat,  and  from  thence  to  a flrong  poft  named  Bryn-y~ 
Pin,  defended  by  great  ramparts  and  ditches.  This  camp  lies  in 
the  parifh  of  St.  George,  on  a lofty  rock  above  the  church,  and 
is  now  called  Peny  Parc.  ' 

I RETURN  from  this  length  of  road  to  the  fkirts  of  the  town  of 
Holyzvell,  and  enter  the  road  to  Wall-wen,  on  die  borders  of  the 
marili,  a branch  of  the  Flint  turnpike  diftri6t,  tacked  to  it  by  adb 
of  parlement  in  177 1,  which  had  been  obtained  in  that  fefllons,  for 
enlarging  the  term  and  pov/ers  of  the  Mojiyn  diftridl,  and  particu- 
larly adding  this  road,  under  the  defeription  of  ‘ from  Wall-wen 
‘ to  the  then  dwelling- houfe  of  Edward  Parry.'  This  a(5t  will  not 
terminate  till  1812. — After  a very  fnort  fpace,  pafs  by  a noble 
malt-kilii  and  granaryj  the  property  of  Mr.  Richard  Sankey,  who 
more  than  once  gave  a very  feafonable  relief  to  the  country 

* See  Pozcel,  p.  207. 
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in  the  late  time  of  fcarcity,  by  large  importations  of  barley,  and 
Cranakies.  that  with  very  fmall  profit  to  himfelf.  Would  not  repofitories 
of  grain,  eftablifhed  and  filled  by  parlementary  fanftion,  be 
fironger  preventatives  of  that  evil  than  any  other  ? I would  have 
no  part  of  our  waftes  lie  uncultiv'ated.  Our  waltes  have  very 
properly  the  fynonym  of  commons ; for  rich  and  poor,  bordering 
on  them,  have  in  them  proportionate  rights*.  If  the  poor  man 
is  lq  lofe  his  benefit  of  feeding  a few  geefe,  or  a few  Iheep, 
ought  he  not  to  have  recompencc  by  the  greniers  d' ahondance, 
* granaries  of  plenty,  fo  lifeful  to  France  'befoi  e the  iniferies  in 
which  rich  and  poor  have  been  involved  by  the  chimeras  of 
brain-fick  politicians  ? If  our  waftes  are  to  be  generally  inclofed, 
ought  not  the  produce  to  be  fafely  lodged  in  ^proper  houfes 
of  reception,  and,  from  the  boafted  plenty  w'hich  is  to  enfue,  be 
ready,  by  the  refource  at  hand,  to  chafe  away  the  dcenion  rapa- 
city, which  has  had  too  great  a power  over  the  dealers  in  the 
fubfiftence  of  the  land.  All  that  human  wit  could  invent,  ftiould 
be  pradlifed  to  prevent  their  eluding  the  attempt  to  reduce  grain 
to  a price  which  might  afford  an  honeft  profit  to  the  farmer,  and 
yet  enable  him  to  fupply  the  poor  laborer  at  a rate  which  might 
' give  him  power,  not  only  to  feed  his  family,  but  to  cloath  them 
w'ith  decent  rayment,  an  article  co-effential  to  their  comfort,  and 
to  their  health. 

* The  legiflatiire,  at  this  very  time,  feems  to  have  this  fiibjed  in  confide- 
ration  ; much  care  and  attention  muft  be  paid  to  it.  The  poor  mav,  by  vari- 
ous means,  be  tempted  to  fell  their  new  acquifitions.  There  will  always  be  harpies 
at  hand  to  take  advantage  of  diftrefs,  by  which  means  every  eafe  to  the  pariflres 
will  be  defeated.  Thofe  little  pofTeflions  fliould,  if  poflible,  be  entailed  on  the 
parilh,  or  allotted  as  alleviations  of  parochial  taxes,  thofe  growing  evils,  in  a man- 
ner the  wifdom  of  the  legiflature  may  contrive. 
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As  a houfe  of  induftry  is  .now  in  contemplation  by  the  parii1i> 
of  Holywell^  is  there  not  a poiTibillty  of  allotting  certain  portions 
of  the  wafte  lands  for  fale,  to  raife  a fund  to  carry  on  the  work,- 
or  to  give  in  mortgage  to  fuch  perfons.who  may  be  willing  to 
advance  rnoney  for  fo  falutary  a purpofe  ? 

The  town  of  Shre’wjl>ury,  and  I may  fay  of  every  manufadlur-' 
ing  county,  have  fucceeded  to  admiration  in  their  attempts,  and 
fhould  be  examples  to  us.  This  neighborhood  is  now  filled 
with  men  of  bufinefs,  capable  of  the  condu(5l:  of  fuch  works : 
befides,  the  cotton  and  twift  company  have  it  in,  their  power 
to  expend  annually  above  ;£■.  1800  in  the  town,  in  picking 
the  cotton  j but  from  the  diflike  of  the  poor  to  that  employ, 
are  obliged  to  fend  the  materials  to  diftant  plaqes  (fee  p.  2x6,) 
whereby  the  town  and  neighborhood  lofe  the  expenditure 
of  that  great  fum  among  them.  We  fquires  are  lefs  qualified 
for  operations  which  require  vigor  and  activity,  but  we  can 
contribute  countenance  and  power,  equally  efiential  to  the  fup- 
port  of  the  defign.  I know  the  poor  will  be  averfe  to  it  at  firft : 
but  when  they  recollect  how  long  they  had  fiatved  under  the 
carelefs  care  of  overfeers,  and  that  they  will  be  placed  under  the 
immediate  attention  of  vifitors  confiiling  of  their  neighbors,  and 
that  they  will  not  be  removed  beyond  the  reach  of  their  friends  and 
relations,  whom  they  may  fee  at  proper  times,  I truft  they  will  be 
fatisfied,  To  banifh  the  poor  from  the  polfibility  of  the  occa- 
fional  comfort  of  their  deareft  relatives,  would  be  unfpeakablc. 
cruelty,  I,  therefore,  mull  ever  condemp  a county  houfe  of  in- 
duftry,  in  which  that  eiTential  confoladon  is  made  difficvlt  or  irp-? 
polTible,  to  the  inmates  from  diftant  parts, 

El 
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On  gaming  the  fummit  of  this  road,  appears  a vitriol-work,, 
the  property  of  Mr.  Donhavand,  placed  under  the  care  of  Mr. 
John  JoneSi  of  Holywell,  an  able  chymift.  His  operations  are  di- 
rected to  three  articles ; blue  vitriol,  or  vitriol  of  copper,  which 
is  made  by  diffolving  copper  in  oil  of  vitriol  or  acid  of  fulphur. 
After  the  folution  has  taken  place,  the  produce  is  diflblved  in 
boiling  water,  evaporated  down  to  a given  weight,  and  put  in 
coolers  to  evaporate. 

T HE  ufe  of  this  fpecies  of  vitriol  is  in  dying  cottons  of  a green 
or  olive  color,  and  hats  and  woollen  cloths  black;  and  alfo  for 
making  green  verditer  for  painting  in  oil  or  water-colors,  by 
precipitation  with  whiting. 

The  laft  article  is  fugar  of  lead,  or  fac char um  Jaturni,  which  is 
lead  diffolved  in  diftilled  vinegar.  When  the  vinegar  is  fatu- 
rated  with  the  lead,  it  is  boiled  down  to  a given  weight,  and,  like 
the  blue  vitriol,  is  put  in  coolers  to  cryftallize.  For  the  purpofe 
of  making  the  wort  for  the  vinegar,  twelve  hundred  hobbets 
of  barley  or  malt  had  been  employed  in  a fingle  year ; but  in  the 
late  feafon  of  fcarcity  the  proprietor  totally  defifted  from  this 
branch  of  bufmefs. 

Sugar  of  lead  is  ufed  in  the  cotton  printing  bufmefs,  for 
fixing  the  colors  in  the  fluff  dyed  or  printed.  Such  I believe  to 
be  the  foie  application  of  it  from  thefe  works  ; but  from  others 
nearer  to  the  capital  I fear  a mofl  criminal  one  is  frequently  in 
practice,  (for  it  is  a mofl  dangerous  poifon)  I mean  that  of  ufmg 
it  in  the  refining  of  white  wines,  or  in  refloring  the  fweetnefs  to 
fuch  which  are  grown  four : for  this  drug  is  the  fweeteft  of  all 
fweet  things.  It  occafions  to  the  drinkers  of  wines  thus  reflored, 

or 
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or  rather  thus  endowed  with  the  powers  of  poifon,  numbers  of 
maladies  they  cannot  account  for,  fuch  as  colics,  obftinate  cof- 
tivenefs,  and  paralytic  affections  of  the  limbs.  Finally,  we 
may  add  death  itfelf.  The  fatal  dinner  at  Sa/f  Hilly  on  March 
27th,  1773,  which  ended  in  the  deftruCtion  of  feveral  gentle- 
men, fuppofed  to  have  been  caufed  by  wine  impregnated  with  this 
fatal  drug,  has  been  much  talked  of,  I believe  that  not  to  have 
been  the  cafe.  The  gentlemen  did  not  ficken  till  after  feveral 
days.  One  (Mr,  Fote^  who  had  drank  as  the  reft  did)  never  was 
infeCted,  It  happened  that  he  walked  in  the  garden  during  the 
time  a moft  miferable  objeCt,  a pauper,  had  been  examined,  from 
whom  the  peftiiential  miajmata  of  a fever,  probably  of  the  nature 
of  the  jail-fever,  had  diffufed  themfeives  among  the  company 
prefent  j for  all,  ejccept  Mr.  Pole,  fickened  *,  In  this  inftance  the 
vintners  may  be  cleared ; but  ftnee  |t  is  probable  that  numbers  of 
people  fall  victims  to  their  art,  I wiQi  legiflature  would  frame  a 
Jaw  to  condemn  them,  not  to  the  halter,  but  to  the  more  apt 
punifliment  of  fwallowing  a competent  draught  of  their  own 
Stygian  liquor.  Ncc  efi  jujtior  ullal — Biftiop  Watjon  (ui.  369) 
fays,  that  in  Germany  fuch  adulteration  , is  punifhed  with  death. 
In  Henry  VTH.’s  time,  a cook  was  boiled  to  death,  (p  hope  in 
his  own  kettle)  for  poifoning  a number  pf  poor  at  Lamhethy  with 
the  broth  allotted  by  a pious  prelate-  for  their  fupport, 

I MUST  not  forget  that  in  QSioher  laft  Mr,  Hagh  HohertSy  of 
Little  Moorjields,  eftablilhed  on  my  ground,  oppoftte  to  the  vitrioff 
works,  a colony  of  ribbon^weavers,  SUteen  looms  are  already 
employed,  and  others  continually  expeCted. 

# 1773-  P* 
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From  the  fummit  to  the  fhore  is  a moft  fteep  defcent.  About  a 
quarter  of  a mile  lower,  on  the  right,  (lands  the  houfe  of  Bagillt- 
Halli  erroneoufly  fo  named,  it  not  being  pofTeffed  of  any  mane- 
rial  rights,  nor  does  k (land  even  in  the  town(hip  of  Bagillt  the 
whole  road  from  the  town  of  Holywell  being  in  the  townfhip 
of  that  name,  divided  from  the  former  by  the  bottom  of  the 
dingle  which sve  crolTed  by  Mr.  Banton'^  mill. 

The  houfe  was  large,  had  a great  and  handfome  hall,  and  a 
good  parlor,,  the  lad  wainfcotted  with  good  oak,  much  carved 
about  the  chimney.  The  red  of  the  houfe  confided  of  a number 
of  rooms  irregularly  dilpoled.  Near  it  dood,  as  ufual  with  our 
old  feats,  a fummer-houfe. 

This  place  is  beautifully  fituated,  the  grounds  (lope  towards 
the  fea,  and  command  a fine  view  of  the  Chefier  channel,  and  as 
far  as  Beejlon  cadle,  and  its  adjacent  hills. 

A FEW  years  ago  I was  obliged  to  pull  down  great  part  of 
the  building.  It  was  very  old,  and  going  fad  to  ruin  r and  the 
repairs  would  have  been  ufelefsly  expenfive,  for  the  thick  fmoke 
of  a great  fmelting-mill  for  lead,  and  of  a great  calcining-houfe 
for  calamine,  jud  beneath,  mud  have  ever  deterred  my  defcendants 
from  making  it  their  refidence. 

The  founder  of  the  family  was  Thomas,  abbot  of  Bafingwerky 
and  fecond  fon  to  David  ap  T udor,  of  Bychfon,  by  Anne,  daughter 
of  John  Done,  of  Utkinton,  in  the  county  of  Chejier.  Our  abbot, 
was  living  in  the  year  1480,  in  the  reign  of  Edward  IV.  and  in 
thofe  of  Edward  V.  and  Richard  III.  The  reader  will  excufe, 

I hope,  the  repetition  of  the  few  words  in  which  I mentioned 
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that  celebrated  church-man^  who,  quitting  his  profefTion,  became 
(what  the  lawyers  call)  a monk  deraigne,  and  married  Angharad, 
daughter  of  Guillim  ap  Gryfydd  ap  Guillim^  of  the  great  houfe  of 
Penrhyn,  in  the  county  of  Caernarvon.  By  this  lady  he  had  four 
fons.  Edwardy  the  eldeft,  fucceeded  to  his  fortunes  in  the  parifh 
of  Holywell ; PhomaSy  the  fccond,  became  vicar  of  Holytvell  j and 
Nicholas,  the  third,  fucceeded  to  the  abbotfhip  of  Bafingwerk. 
Fourth  in  defcent  from  him  was  John,  who  acquired  the  eftate  of 
Merton,  in  the  parifh  of  IVhiteford,  by  his  marriage  with  Mary, 
daughter  and  heir  of  Ehomas  ap  Phomas  ap  Edward,  of  that  houfe. 
Finally,  by  the  marriage  of  his  only  daughter  Catharine  with 
David  Pennant,  of  Bychton,  we  not  only  acquired  the  Merton  eftate, 
but  all  the  polTeffions  in  Holywell,  belonging  to  abbot  Nicholas. 

Let  me  not  forget  that  Nicholas  had  alfo  two  lifters,  one 
named  Agnes,  wife  of  John  Griffith  ap  Pwna ; the  other  Margaret, 
wife  of  Gruff.  Lloyd  ap-Johnap  Griffith  ap  David. 

■ The  houfe  of  Bagillt  was  probably  built  by  Henry,  fecond  in 
defcent  from  the  abbot,  for  he  is  ftyled  in  the  pedegree,  * of 
' Holywell  and  BagilltJ  whereas  his  father  Edward  is  defigned  of 
Holywell  only. 

From  David,  fifth  brother  of  Henry,  Ipraiig  the  family  of  the 
Pennants  of  Hendre-figillt,  in  the  parifh  of  Kilken.  Hfe  married 
Deili,  daughter  and  heir  of  John  ap  Deio  ap  Jevan,  of  Halgkton. 
In  Kilken  church-yard  are  feveral  infcriptions  of  this  brancn  of 
the  family.  I'he  oldeft  informs  us  that  Angharad  Pennant  was 
buried  on  September  25th,  1588.  The  lalt  who  is  rrentioned  in 
the  pedegree  of  the  houfe  is  Peter,  who  married  Barbara,  daugh- 
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ter  of  John  Eyton^  of  Leefwoody  and  was  cotemporary  with  David 
Pennanty  of  Bychtoriy  who  was  living  in  1664. 

Of  Pen-y-  There  were  other  branches  of  the  houfe  of  Hendre-figilliy  one 

Garth.  fettled  at  P en-y -Garth y in  the  parifli  of  Moldyh\xx.  is  now  extlnft. 

Part  of  the  lands  are  now  in  pofleffion  of  Mr.  P’homas  Williams^, 
-of  Dokvechks,  a refpeftable  freeholder,  in  the  parifli  of  KUkeny  in 
right  of  his  great- grand-mother,  Mary  Pennanty  a daughter  of 
Pen-y -Garth.  She  was  buried  at /f/Z/eeW,  i ft,  1693,  As 

to  the  houfe  and  eftate  of  Hendre-figillty  it  has  lojig  fince  pafled 
into  the  family  of  Kilkeny  and  is  at  prefent  poftefted  by  Mofiyn 
Edwardsy  efquire. 

Lord  Pehrhyn.  My  refpedted,  but  remote  kinfman,  Richard  Pennanty  baron 
Penrhyuy  fprung  from  this  branch  of  our  family.  He  is  ninth  in 
defeent  from  the  abbot,  and  third  from  Gifford  Pennanty  fecond 
ion  of  Edward  Pennanty  of  BagiUty  by  Catherine,  daughter  of 
Edward  Kynaftony  of  Otelyy  in  the  county  of  Salop,  He  went  to 
Jamaicay  in  the  time  of  Oliver  Cromwel  had  a grant  of  lands  there 
Pdovemher  5th,  166^  ^ fettled  in  the  parifli  of  Clarendony  and  died  in 
1677.  His  lordihip’s  property  in  that  ifland  is  immenfe,  and  hb 
addition  to  it  in  the  county  of  Caernarvon,  in  this  his  native  ifland, 
is  very  confiderable,  by  his  marriage  with  ^nne  Sujanna,  daughter 
and  heirefs  of  the  late  general  Warburton,  of  Winnington,  in 
Chejhire.  With  Angular  fortune,  by  this  match  his  lordfliip  pof- 
fefles  Penrhyn,  the  feat  and  eftate  belonging  to  the  family  of 
Angharad,  his  diftant  anceftrefs  j from  whom  lady  Penrhyn  is  by 
her  grandmother  alfo  defeended.  Aft  thefe  fortunes  they  enjoy 
with  dignity,  and  with  utility  to  their  numerous  tenantry,  I 
particularly  allude  to  thofe  about  Penrhyn,  where  he  has  made 
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Bis  vad  flate- quarries  an  object  of  admiration  to  travellers,  pro- 
fitable to  himfelf,  and  the  fource  of  opulence  to  the  furrounding 
country.  I had  not,  at  the  publication  of  my  Weljh  oppor- 
tunity of  informing  myfelf  about  thefe  important  works  I,  there- 
fore, give  a brief  Iketch  of  their  hiftory. 

When  his  lordflrip  came  to  pofleflion  of  his  fortunes  in 
part  of  the  ifland,  he  found  great  appearance  of  negledt  and 
poverty  among  the  tenantry ; the  flate-quarries,  one  great 
fbaple  of  the  country,  in  a very  low  ftate  j and  the  export  of  that 
valuable  article  did  not  annually  exceed  a thoufand  tons  ■,  and 
there  were  not  four  carts  on  his  eftate,  and  only  three  in  all 
Nant-Frankon,  and  the  roads  fcarcely  pafifable  for  a horfe.  By 
his  judicious  management  a happy  reverfe  took  place.  The 
carriages  have  encreafed  to  the  prefent  time,  to  rather  more  than 
a hundred  broad-wheel  carts  and  waggons. 

Port  Penrhynt  formerly  Aher-cegid^  is  now  highly  improved 
by  quays  for  the  reception  of  veflels ; fo  that  thofe  of  two  hun- 
dred tons  burden  can  lie  clofe  to  them,  and  take  in  their  cargo. 
VefTels  of  above  three  hundred  tons  can  enter  the  port,  but  cannot 
get  clofe  to  the  quays. 

Before  the  country  experienced  his  lordfhip’s  improving  ta- 
lents, not  above  a thoufand  tons  have  been  exported  in  the  year.. 
In  1794  the  export  amounted  to  fifteen  thoufand.  In  1795 
there  was  every  reafonable  hope  that  it  would  have  increafed  to 
twenty  thoufand,  but  the  tax  on  the  dates  has  given  it  a check ; 
though  it  is  expedted  that  the  return  of  peace,  and  a modification 
of  the  duty,  will  reftore  the  ptogrefs  of  the  trade. 
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The  flatc-quarries  are  a few  miles  from  the  port,  near  the 
entrance  into  Nant-Frankon.  From  four  to  five  hundred  men  are 
employed  in  them..  They  live  in  very  elegant  cottages,  prettily 
difpofed  in  groups.  Here  is  a butcher  and  a flioe-maker,  but  no 
corrupting  alc-houfe  is  permitted.  His  lordlhip  has  built  a rnar' 
ket  houfe,  fo  that  the  workmen  need  not  wander  for  the  neceflary 
provifions.  Let  me  not  forget  that  he  eredted  an  elegant  pa- 
vilion, called  Ogwen  Bank,  with  a kitchen,  ftables,  See.  vvhich 
lord  and  lady  Penrhyn  often  vifit,  either  to  examine  into  this 
creation  of  theirs,  or  to  amufe  their  guefts, 

Hjs  lordfliip  was  eledted  member  for  Petersfield,  In  the  firft 
parlement  of  his  prefent  majefly  j and  in  1767  vacated  his  feat 
to  be  eledlejd  for  Leverpol,  He  was  returned  in  1768,  1774, 
and  again  in  1784.  In  that  arduous  fituation,  his  lordlhip  dif- 
charged  his  truft  with  zeal,  abilities,  and  fidelity, 

EpwARD  Pennant,  the  lafl  owner  of  Bagillt,  and  lafl  of  the 
male  line  (lord  Penrhyn  excepted)  died  at  Marjeilki,  on  March  2d, 
J778J  and  was  there  interred,  In  1766  he  difpofed  of  to  me 
by  fale  all  the  eftates  in  the  townfhip  of  tidywelL  And  foon  after 
he  retired  into  France,  he  bequeathed  the  remainder  of  his  for- 
tunes to  his  coufin  phornas  Cratchley,  who  dying,  left  them  to 
poger  Barnjtoni  efquire,  of  Chejler, 

Front  Bagillt-hall  I defeended  into  the  townfijip  of  Bagillt ^ 
through  the  tiirnpikc-gate  at  Wall-wen.  Immediately  on  the  left 
hand,  in  Holywell  townflnp,  ip  a fmaU  houfe,  and  fmall  patrimony, 
the  property  of  the  Reverend  fhomas  Hughes,  a curate  of  twelve 
years  {landing,  of  good  morals,  deceit,  and  modeft,  Hjs  family, 

and 
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and  two  other  families  not  remote  fi'om  him,  had  long  poflefled 
refpeflable  freeholds  of  fifty  pounds  a-year  each.  ‘ Time  and 
‘ chance  happeneth  to  all  men.’  Our  humble  curate  is  far 
diftanced  by  the  other  two.  He  remains  a drudge  in  his  pro- 
feffion,  honejld  pauperie,  refulting  from  fraternal  affeition,  in  ex- 
erting every  nerve  to  fupport  two  fillers,  who  reft  on  him  for 
the  poor  pittance  he  can  afford  to  give. 

After  paffing  the  turnpike-gate,  I find  myfelf  on  the  conti- 
nuance of  the  turnpike-road  from  Greenfield  to  Flint.  The  dif- 
tance  from  the  Greenfield  gate  to  Flint  is  only  four  miles.  Let  me 
add,  that  within  little  more  than  one  mile  from  the  fountain  of  St. 
Wenefredej  at  Holywell,  to  the  gate  juft  mentioned,  Britain  may 
be  challenged  to  Ihew,  on  an  equal  fpace,  a fimilar  affemblage  of 
commercial  buildings,  or  of  capitals  employed  in  eredling  and 
in  carrying  on  their  feveral  objefts.  I refer  the  reader  back  to 
p,  203,  for  an  account  of  thofe  upon  the  Holywell  ftream.  1 re- 
fume the  chain  of  commerce,  from  the  copper-forge,  the  loweft 
link,  which  reaches  to  the  very  road. 

A LITTLE  to  the  right  of  the  turnpike-gate,  the  little  rill 
Hant-hil-hrwc  divides  the  fmall  townfhip  of  Whelftone  from  that 
of  Holywell.  This  tradl,  of  which  I have  the  tythes,  is  one  of 
the  portions  of  Bagillt  townlhip,  which  is  very  large,  and  fubdi- 
vided  into  two  others,  Bagillt-fawv,  and  Bagillt-fechan. 

On  the  fide  of  the  rill  Hand  the  works  called  the  River 
Bank,  eftablifhed  on  my  land,  by  leafe  dated  September  11,  1785, 
granted  to  Meffrs.  William  Roe  and  Edward  Hawkins.  Thefe 
buildings  are  employed  for'  the  double  purpofes  of  calcining  ca- 
lamine for  the  brafs-works  at  Cheadle  and  Macclesfield,  and  for 
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the  fmeltlng  lead-ore.  It  has  the  advantage  of  a fmall  ftrearrij 
which  improves  the  operation  of  the  latter. 

It  turns  two  wheels,  one  of  which  is  twenty-four  feet  in  dia- 
meter, and  from  the  fize  and  breadth  makes  a noble  appearance. 
At  each  end  of  thefe  wheels  is  a balance  wheel ; one  of  them  fets 
the  great  refining  bellows  in  motion,  the  other  that  of  the  flag- 
hearth. 

Here  is  alfo  a curious  contrivance  for  faving  the  calx  of  the 
lead-ore,  which  would  otherwife  have  gone  away  in  fmoke.  It 
befides  lelTens  the  bad  effefts  on  the  grounds  above.  For  this 
purpofe  two  brick  flues  have  been  conftruded,  one  from  each 
furnace  j each  of  them  is  horizontal,  and  is  fupported  by  three 
arches,  and  over  each  is  a channel  to  contain  a fmall  current  of 
water,  for  the  purpofe  of  turning  the  wheels,  and  alfo  to  con- 
denfe  the  fmoke  in  its  paffage.  Thefe  flues  converge,  and  meet 
a little  beyond  the  third  arch,  and  terminate  in  the  condenfing 
room,  to  the  walls  of  which  the  calx  adheres.  This  room  is 
opened  three  times  a-year : the  calx  is  taken  out,  and  re-fmelted 
with  fome  profit. 

The  two  flues,  in  ifluing  out  of  the  building,  are  united  in  one, 
and  are  continued,  forming  a right  angle  for  a very  confiderable 
way.  Out  of  the  end  rifes  a vertical  flue,  forty-three  feet  high, 
out  of  which  the  fmoke  ilTues.  The  length  of  the  horizontal 
flues  which  pafs  over  the  arches  is  fifty-feven  feetj  of  the  Angle 
one  which  pafles  from  the  room  which  catches  the  calx,  is  two 
hundred  and  ten  feet. 

About  three  quarters  of  a mile  farther  on  the  bank,  above  the 
road,  Hands  a large  fmelting-work,  originally  built  by  virtue  of  a- 

leafe 


leafe  granted,  in  1727,  hy  Roger  z.v\d  Edward  Pennant y efquireSj 
of  Bagillt,  to  Francis  Staley  and  Nicholas  T wig.  It  was  after- 
wards rebuilt,  and  paffed  through  various  hands  j the  Smed~ 
lies,  father  and  fons  j Henry  VigarSy  of  Eatony  whofe  widow  fold 
lx.  to  tht  Gadlys  company.  That  expiring  corporadon  poftefled 
it  only  from  about  Michaelmas  1783,  after  defcending  from  their 
ancient  works  at  Gadlys.  In  1793  it  again  changed  mafters, 
and  was  fold  by  the  company  to  Mr.  John  Griffith  and  Mr. 
Robert  AJletty  of  London, 

Below  them,  on  the  road-fide,  were  works  of  greater  anti- 
quity. Thofe  were  in  poflefiion  of  two  lefiees  before  the  year 
1717.  The  firft  was  Mr.  Fhomas  White-,  the  laft  was  a gen- 
tleman well  known  by  the  name  of  Nidyox' Roberts . He  was  of 
the  antient  houfe  of  Plajnewyddy  near  Ruthin.  His  leafe  was 
furrendered,  and  a new  one  granted,  in  1717,  by  Roger  Pennant y 
efquire,  to  Mr.  Benjamin  Perriny  father  to  our  refpedable  coun-? 
tryman.  Sir  Richard  Perrin,  baron  of  the  exchequer.  I remem? 
ber  them  ftanding ; but  foon  after  they  became  a heap  of  ruins, 
and  at  prefent  their  place  is  fcarcely  known. 

A Mr.  Warren  czvae.  into  this  country  in  1794,  and  built,  on 
the  land  of  Roger  Barnjlon,  efquire,  a fmelting-houfe,  on  a new 
eonftrucftion.  But  it  was  fcarcely  warmed,  when  it  was  difpofed 
of  to  a Mr.  Langworthy , mineral  agent  to  earl  Grofvenor  ! 

The  collieries  near  thefe  works  have  been  very  confiderabie. 

1 remember,  about  forty  years  ago,  there  was  between  twenty 
iind  thirty  thoufand  tons  of  coal  upon  banks  the  greateft  quan- 
tity, perhaps,  ever  feen  together,  The  pits  were  then  worked  by 
the  Gfldlys  company.  The  company  had  imprudently  given 
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their  agent,  one  Lancajler,  an  unlimited  order  for  raifmg  the 
coal.  This  he  found  fo  profitable  to  himfelf.  that  he  never  de- 
fifted  till  the  difeovery  was  made  of  his  felfifti  views.  To  ex- 
pedite the  working,  he  engaged  numbers  of  colliers  from  New^ 
cajiky  and  was  the  firft  in  this  country  who  made  ufe  of  horfes 
under  ground.  The  coal  might  have  lain  on  the  bank  to  this 
day,  if  a difpute  had  not  rofe  between  the  city  of  Dublin  and 
the  coal-adventurers  at  Whitehaven.  This  occafioned  the  citi- 
zens of  Dublin  to  purchafe  this  great  flock,  which  was  all  carried 
away  before  the  differences  were  fettled. 

For  a confiderable  time  after  this  glut  of  coal,  the  collieries 
declined  greatly,  and  became  very  low,  till  they  were  revived  of 
late  years  by  the  fpirit  and  perfeverance  of  Mr.  Roger  Ellisy  of 
Cornijhy  in  the  parifh  of  Flinty  who  has  erefted  a powerful 
fire-engine  on  the  road-fide,  between  Greenfield  turnpike- 
gate  and  Flinty  and  raifes  great  quantities  of  that  important  re- 
quifite. 

Quit  the  townfhip  of  Bagillty  after  croffing  a little  rill,  iffuing 
out  of  Nant-y-mochy  or  the  dingle  of  the  hogs.  Here  we  enter  the 
townfhip  of  Colejhill-fawr.  On  the  right,  on  an  eminence,  are 
the  fmelting-w'orks,  built  by  the  grandfather  of  the  prefent  Sir 
Richard  Perrin,  whofe  father  continued  the  works,  and  lived  at 
Farmy  till  he  took  up  his  refidence  at  Flint.  About  the  year 
1755,  a new  company  was  formed  by  Paul  Pantony  efquire,  under 
the  firm  of  himfelf,  the  Reverend  Thomas  Jnee,  and  Charles  Pigot, 
efquire. 

The  Doonfiday-Book  informs  us,  that  at  the  time  of  the  com- 
pilation of  that  record,  Colejelt  was  held  by  Robert  de  Roelenty  or 
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Ruddlan^  a valiant  Norman^  nephew  to  Hugh  Lupus,  earl  of 
Chejler.  Edwyn  held  it  of  Robert,  and  as  a freeman.  There  was 
one  taxable  hide  of  land;  a land  of  one  caruca,  or  a plough-land. 
On  Cclefdt,  was  one  Radman^  four  villeyns,  and  two  boors.  The 
Radman  was  the  fame  with  the  Rod  or  Rad-knights,  who  by  the 
tenure  of  their  land  were  bound  to  ride  with  or  for  their  lordj 
and  to  guard  him  or  his  lady  as  often  as  they  v/ere  required. 

This  townfhip  took  its  name  from  the  abundance  of  coal 
which  is  produced.  At  prefent  it  gives  name  to  one  of  the 
hundreds  of  the  county.  In  the  Doomjday-Book  this  townflrip  is 
placed  in  the  hundred  of  Atijcros,  a name  which  v/ould  have 
been  lofl,  was  it  not  retained  in  a trafl  called  Croes-ati,  a certain 
fpace  round  a crofs,  not  remote  from  Flintytht  pedeftal  of  which. 
I remember  Handings. 

Beneath  the  fmelting-work  is  a neat  building  for  the  purpofe 
of  calcining  calamine,  held  by  leafe  granted  by  Mr,  Panton, 
"June  24th,  1 7 94,  to  Mr.  Lhomas  Davies,  of  Smethwick,  Stafford^ 
Jhire,  and  the  company  known  by  the  name  of  the  Smethwick 
Brafs  Company. 

Paul  Panton,  efquire,  is  lord  of  the  manor  of  ColeJhiU,  and,  till 
the  marriage  of  his  father,  the  family  inhabited  the  manor- 
houfe,  which  of  late  years  has  been  confiderably  enlarged  and 
improved. 

The  Pantons  were  a Denbighjhire  family,  poflefled  of  large 
property  in  Llanvair-Lalhaiarn,  Llanyfydd,  Henllan,  and  other 
parifhes.  John  Panton  quitted  Plds-Panton,  the  antient  refi- 
dence,  a great  houfe,  called  New  Plds-Panton.  (See  its  unfor- 
tunate hiftory  in  the  Lour  in  Wales,  ii,  p.  52.)  He  married 
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/ilice.  fourth  daughter  of  Sir  William  Booths  of  Dunham-MaJJtey  in 
CheJJoire.  Pie  was  fecretary  to  the  lord  chancellor  Ellejmere^ 
and  reprefented  the  borough  of  Denbigh,  in  the  3 9th  and  43d  of 
Elizabeth  and  the  borough  of  Harwich,  in  the  ift  of  James  I. 
He  difinherited  his  fon  Ehomas,  and  left  his  large  pofielTions  to 
his  only  daughter  Alithea,  who  married  the  lord  Sandys-de-la-Vine, 
in  Hamfjhire 

'Ehomas,  the  difinherited  fon  of  this  John,  by  his  induftry  and 
fltill  in  agriculture,  became  enabled  to  purchafe  this  lordfhip,  in 
1617,  of  the  firft  earl  of  Bridgewater,  fon  of  the  lord  chancellor 
Egerton.  At  the  time  when  paper  credit  was  little  known,  to  him 
was  intrufied  cafii  to  be  conveyed  to  London,  which,  by  a letter 
ot  Pyers  Pennant's,  I find  he  did  in  perfon.  The  manor  has 
continued  in  the  family  from  his  time.  In  1753,  the  prefent 
gentleman  improved  it  greatly,  by  an  embankment  from  the Jea, 
which  In  parts  is  produdlive  of  molt  excellent  wheat,  6tc.  8cc. 

The  firft  I find  of  the  line  of  the  Pantons,  is  Jevan  Panton, 
twelfth  in  defcent  from  March-W'eithian,  one  of  the  fifteen  tribes 
of  North  Wales,  His  wife  was  daughter  and  heir  of  Bennet, 
fourteenth  in  defcent  from  Marchudd,  another  of  the  fifteen 
tribes.  Their  hiftory,  and  their  feveral  defcendants,  are  giv^en  in 
the  Appendix  to  this  Work, 

All  the  coaft  of  Whiteford  and  Holywell  pariflies  are  more 
particularly  fubjetft  than  the  drier  parts  to  pleurifies,  intermittents^ 
and  fevers  of  the  putrid  kinds.  The  laft  chiefly  in  the  places 
where  the  poorer  people  ^re  obliged  to  crowd  into  fmall  apart' 

* Cvjillim's  Heralctry,  427,'  Dugdak'i  Baron-  ii.  303. 
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ments,  by  which  the  air  foon  becomes  foul,  and  produces  this 
Ipecies  of  fever. 

A CRUEL  kind  of  quinzy  has  of  late  years  infefled  thefe  pa- 
rifhes,  and  others  adjacent.  In  1794  it  raged  particularly  in  the 
towndiip  of  Greenfieldy  and  parifli  of  Halkin^  and  made  dreadful 
havock  among  children  from  the  age  of  three  to  that  of  five.  The 
average  lofs  was  four  or  five  in  feven.  In  this  vifitation  the 
difeafe  did  not  attack  adults ; not  that  inftances  are  wanting  in 
other  places  of  its  attacking  grown-up  perfons.  In  September^ 
177 1,  a Mr.  Pec/(?,  his  wife  and  mother,  were  buried  in  one 
vault  in  Bunhill-fidds . His  daughter  fell  a vidlim  alfo,  and  made 
the  furn  of  the  family,  who  died  at  the  fame  time,  and  by  the 
fame  malignant  diforder. 

The  name  given  by  the  learned  to  this  fatal  difeafe,  is  angina 
maligna^  and  cynanche  maligna.  Cynanchcy  becaufe  the  patients  are 
often  obferved  to  protrude  their  tongue  far  out  of  their  mouth, 
like  an  over-heated  dog. 

The  fymptoms  are  too  terrible  for  defeription.  They  may 
ufelefsly  afFe6l  parents,  who  may  fafely  truft  to  the  medical  peo- 
ple for  the  knowlege  of  them,  for  they  are  by  no  means  equivo- 
cal j but,  if  any  one’s  curiofity  is  excited,  it  may  be  fatisfied 
by  the  perufal  of  the  works  of  the  late  Dr.  Fothergill^  p.  198. 
and  Dr.  Huxham's  Effays,  p.  286.  It  feems  to  have  been  one 
of  the  Nova  Cohors  Febrium.  It  was  firft  obferved  in  Spain,  in 
1610,  from  whence  it  fpread  into  Malta,  Sicily,  Otranto,  Apulia, 
Calabria,  and,  finally,  in  1618,  it  broke  out  at  Naples.  It  alfo 
appeared  in  the  Archipelago,  when  1’ournefort  (fee  his  F ravels,  i. 

6 p.  132.) 
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p.  132.)  was  in  Milot  in  the  year  1700.  In  Spain  it  got  the 
name  of  garrotillo,  from  the  horrible  noife  made  by  the  patients, 
like  that  of  perfons  ftrangled  by  a rope. 

This  fatal  diforder  reached  England  in  1739.  Its  firft  vidlims 
were  two  fonsof  Mr.  Pelham^  on  the  27th  of  November  of  that 
year.  After  this  it  feemed  to  difappear,  but  began  again  in 
I'lif'i'i  and  with  great  fatality  in  1746,  when  feveral  of  the  in- 
habitants of  Bromley y near  BoWy  loft  moft  of  their  cliildren.  From 
Dr.  Huxham  we  learn,  that  in  1751  it  vifited  Cornwall  5 and  from 
the  latter  part  of  that  year,  to  May  1753,  carried  off  numbers  of 
children,  and  fome‘ adults. 

In  .the  year  1743  it  appeared  in  Norph  Wales.  From  March 
5th  to  March  loth,  our  late  worthy  vicar,  the  Reverend  Griffith 
Crffitb,  buried  three  children.  It  was  too  much  for  his- paternal 
feelings,  and  ever  after  greatly  hurt  his  mind.  And  in  the  year 
1744/5  that  calamity  vifited  the  county  of  Caernarvon  y and  from 
January  28th  to  February  9th,  the  late  Sir  Fhomas  MoJlyUy  ba- 
ronet, at  Gloddaethy  in  Caernarvonjhirey  loft  four,  Thefe  were 
obferved  to  have  been  the  only  inftances  of  the  difeafe  in  their 

^ I 

relpecftive  neighborhoods, 

I CANNOT  trace  the  progrefs  of  this  difeafe  any  farther  north- 
ward than  my  own  country.  If  it  has  not  made  any  advances 
towards  the  colder  climates,  it  may  be  deemed  a malady  of  the 
warm  and  temperate  parts  of  Europe, 

That  it  has  found  its  way  to  the  NewWorld,  appears  from  the 
following  inftances.  In  1746  it  vifited  many  parts  of  North 
Anwicay  from  Philadelphia  to  Now-Tork  and  New-Englandy  and 
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The  Five  Royal  Tribes  of  Cambria^  from 
the  ‘ BritiJJj  Antiquities  revived:  ’ By 
Robert  Vaughan,  Efquire,  of  Hengwrt^ 
in  Merionethjhire. 

'I. 

f^RTFFim  AF  CTNANy  King  of  North  TFales,  is  the  firft 
reglftered  in  our  books.  He  was  the  grand-child  of  prince 
Jago  ap  Edwal,  whofe  fon  Cynau  was  forced  to  fly  into  Ireland 
for  fafety,  where  he  married  RanuUty  daughter  of  Auloedd,  king 
of  Dublinj  Many  and  the  Ijlesy  and  the  reli£t  of  Mathganyny  king 
of  Uljlery  and  had  iflTue  by  her  this  Griffith,—^  He  beareth  gules^ 
three  lioncels  pajfant  in  pale  harry  argent y armed  azure, 

DESCENDANTS  EXTANT  IN  THE  MALE  LINE. 

Wynnes,  - of  Pengwerny  Merionethjhire, 

j 

* Moft  of  his  defcendants  give  the  coat  of  his  fon  Owain  Gwyneddy  vi%,  verf-, 
Aree  eagles  difflayed  infefs  or. 
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Wynnes, 


Lloyd, 

Powell, 

Davies, 

Pryse, 

Anwyl, 


of  Gwydir,  Caernarvonjhire. 

of  Wynnftay^  Denbighjhire. 

of  Bodfcallan,  and  Berth  ddu,  7 ^ . 

^ C Caernarvonjhire, 

of  Conwy,  3 

of  Maes  Mochnant,  DenhighJIoire. 
of  TJiymcegid. 

of  Clynenney,  Caernarvonjhire. 
of  Rhiwaedog,  Merionethjhire,  now  Dolben. 
of  Penmachno,  Caernarvonjhire. 

of  Pal-Uyntardeni,  t 

r -V-/-  jj  r Merionethjhire. 
or  TJcarweddan,  3 

of  Park. 


II. 

RHYS  AP  YEWDWR  MAWR,  (the  fecond  Royal  Tribe) 
who  took  upon  him  the  government  of  South  Wales  A.  D.  1077, 
^Gules,  a lion  rampant  or,  within  a bordure  indented. 


descendants  extinct,  or  IN  THE  FEMALE  LINE. 


Wynnes, 

St.  Owen  ap 
Gwilim, 
Wynn, 

Owen, 


of  Dole  Bachog. 

of  Llan  Erjyl,  Montgomeryjhire. 
of  Yal-y-llyn,  Merionethjhire. 

of  Coed-llai,  or  Eeejwood,  FUntJhire, 
of  Cefn  Hafod. 

Lloyds, 


FLINT  S M E L T I N G - W O R K S. 

with  a rase  unknown  In  Great-Britain  j for  in  New-Kngland  it 
depopulated  whole  villages.  And  that  it  either  continues  on  the 
continent,  or  has  re-vifited  it,  is  evident  from  its  having  appeared 
in  New  Tork,  in  the  year  1771. 

The  cynanche  trachialis,  or  croups  has  appeared  here  too  fre- 
quently. A few  years  ago  it  deftroyed  not  fewer  than  fix  chil- 
dren in  the  family  of  a refpedable  farmer  in  a neighboring 
parifli. 

The  fmelting- works  at  Flint  are  at  a very  fmall  didance  from 
the  eaftern  boundary  of  Holywell.  .The  divifion  of  the  parifli  of 
Flint  from  that  of  the  latter,  is  by  a rill  not  far  from  the  tov/n  of 
Flint.  The  works  are  of  great  antiquity.  They  are  here  men- 
tioned as  the  laft  link  of  the  chain  of  metallic  operations  along 
the  Ihore.  There  is  no  limiting  the  antiquity  of  the  fmelting- 
works  •,  for  we  have  proofs  of  very  confiderable  ones  having  been 
near  the  town  of  Flinty  at  a place  called  Croes  Afi,  which  is  evident 
from  the  quantity  of  fcoria  of  lead,  bits  of  lead-ore,  and  frag- 
ments of  melted  lead,  difcovered  in  feveral  places.  I refer  the 
reader,  for  a full  account  of  them,  and  of  the  various  antiquities 
met  with  on  the  fpot,  to  p.  52.  vol.  i.  of  my  IVelJh  Four,  which 
evince  that  they  had  been  Reman  works  j fo  that  it  is  probable 
there  had  been  a fucceffion  of  fmelting-hearths  in  one  part  or 
other  of  this  county,  even  to  the  prefent  day. 

To  return  to  the  works  in  queftion.  They  are  frequently 
known  by  the  name  of  the  Jalt-works  which  poffibly  implies 
that  the  fite  had  been  occupied  by  works  of  that  nature,  prior  to 
the  exiftence  of  the  fmelting- works.  They  have  been  occu- 
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pied  by  feveral  companies : at  prefent  by  Mr.  Richard  Inglehy, 
of  Halkin. — May  fuccefs  be  his  reward,  for  the  feafonable  and 
ufeful  importation  of  barley  in  the  late  time  of  fcarcity  j a cri- 
tical relief  to  the  numerous  miners  on  the  adjacent  mountains, 
in  which  he  had  no  more  interefl  than  in  the  reft  of  the 
human  race ! 
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Elyjian ) lore  two  coats  quartered,  azure,  three  hoars  heads  cahoched 
fahle,  langued  gules,  tujked  or.  His  mother’s  coat,  parted  per  bend 
JiniJler  ermine  and  ermines  j over  all  a lion  rampant  or, 

DESCENDANT  EXTANT  IN  THE  MALE  LINE. 

Clyn,  - of  Clyn,  Shropjhire^ 

\ 

DESCENDANTS  EXTINCT,  OR  IN  THE  FEMALE  LINE.. 


Prices, 

of  Cery,  ^ 

of  Bodfach,  V Montgomeryjhire, 
of  Newtown,  i 
of  Penarth.. 
of  Park. 

of  Pilale,  Radnorjhire. 
of  Llanbijier. 

Olivers, 

of  Nevoddweny 
of  Llangyniw. 

Lloyds, 

of  Cery,  Montgomeryjloire.,. 
of  Mochdre. 

Wynns, 

of  Gellidywyll. 
of  Llanfendigedd. 

Owen, 

of  Rhiw  Saejon,  Montgomeryjhirs,. 

Philips, 

of  Plan  Ddewi, 

Vaughans,  - 

of  Bugeildy. 
of  Pant-y~Garreg. 

Meredydd,  - 

of  Llanajan. 

Owen, 

of  Morhend. 

Morris, 

of  Cery,  Montgomeryjhire, 
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Powell 


James, 

Matthews, 


of  Croesgynan,  Montgomeryjhire, 
of  Blodwell,  ShrofJJoire. 
of  Mochdre. 

of  IVeftyn  and  Ednopy  Shrof'/Idre. 


V. 


JESTTN  AP  Gf'FP^GANE,  (the  fifth  Royal  Tribe)  was 
Prince  or  Lord  of  Glamorgan ; he  defcended  from  I’ewdric, 
King  of  Gwent,  in  King  Arthur's  time.  He  loft  his  country  to 
Robert  Fitzhamon,  and  his  twelve  knights ; whom  by  the  pro- 
curement of  Einion  ap  Cadifor  ap  Collwyn,  he  had  hired  to  come 
with  an  army  to  affift  him  againft  Rhys  ap  F swdwr.  Prince  of 
South  Wales,  and  Blethyn  ap  Maenyrch,  Lord  of  Brecknock.  As  a 
judgment  upon  him,  for  his  difloyalty  to  the  faid  Rhys,  his 
fovereign,  God  was  pleafed  fuddenly  to  punifti  treachery  with 
treachery. 

Rhys  and  Blethyn,  after  a very  bloody  battle  f (not  far  from 
Brecknock)  were  flain  in  the  field. — Gules,  three  cheveronels  in  pale 
argent. 

* Of  this  family  was  Richard  Pozuell  of  Ednop,  (or,  as  it  Is  fometimes 
written,  Edenhope)  the  poet,  author  of  the  Pentarchia,  a fhort  hiftory,  in  coarfe 
Latin  verfe,  of  the  royal  tribes  of  Cambria,  and  their  defcendants.  The  above- 
mentioned  poem  was  compofed  about  the  year  1623.  Prefixed  to  it  is  a dedi- 
cation to  the  then  Prince  of  Wales,  afterwards  Charles  the  Firft. 

•J-  This  battle  took  place  in  the  year  1090.  Our  valiant  Prince  Rhys  had  the 
honor  of  falling  in  the  field,  fighting  in  the  defence  of  his  country,  at  the  great 
age  of  ninety- eight  years. 
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Lloyds, 

of  Plds  uwch  Clawddy  Denbigh/hire. 

POWEL, 

of  Ceidio. 

Evans, 

of  Fre  Gaftell. 

Jones, 

- of  Ham. 

III. 

BLE^HTN  AP  CTNFTN,  (the  third  Royal  Tribe)  was 
King  of  North  Wales^  and  Prince  of  Powys*.  And  after 
the  death  of  Meredith  ap  Owain  ap  Edwyn^  (prince  of  South 
Wales)  he  became  King  of  all  Wales. — Or,  a lion  rampant  gules y 
armed  and  langued  or. 

DESCENDANTS  EXTANT  IN  THE  MALE  LINEf. 

Kynaston,  - of  Hardwick y Shropjhire. 

Vaughans,  - of  Golden  Grove^  Caermarthenjhire^ 

Lloyd,  - of  Cwm-lychan,  ■> 

c T>!  f Merioneth  (hire. 

or  BLaen  Glynn^  3 

DESCENDANTS  EXTINCT,  OR  IN  THE  FEMALE  LINE. 

Kynastons,  of  Hordlev. 

of  Ottley. 

* BletJiyn  ap  Cynfyn  hob  cwys^ 

Ei  hin  bloedd  hen  Bozoys. 

f The  curious  reader,  who  wiflies  for  more  information  concerning  this 
tribe,  and  its  defcendants,  may  confult  a trail  on  the  fubjeil,  lately  publifhed  by 
my  worthy  fi-iend  Philip  Yorke,  efquire,  of  Erddig,  a gentleman  to  whom  the 
thanks  of  his  country  are  due,  for  the  great  zeal  he  difplays  to  illuflrate  its 
antient  biography. 

■ - Kynastons, 
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KynastonSj  - of  Morton. 

of  Llwyn-y-Mapfis. 
of  Pont-y-ByrJley. 

of  Ilinchinhroke,  Huntingdonjhire,  of  whom 
Cromwelli  the  Proteftor. 
of  Nanney^  Merionethjhire. 
of  Lloran,  Shropjhire. 
of  Bodfachf  Montgomeryjhire. 
of  Maenan,  Casrnarvonjhire. 
of  Glafgoedy  Shropjhire. 
of  Abertanat,  t 

of  Glamamt,  \ Montgmeryjhire. 

of  Whittington^  Shropjhire. 
of  ’Treweithian. 

I 

of  Maejmor^  Denhighjhire. 
of  Gwerdas,  Merionethjhire. 

IV. 

ETUELYS^AN  GLOERTBD,  ( the  fourth  Royal  Tribe  ) 
Prince  of  the  * country  between  Wye  and  Severn.  He  was  the 
fon  of  Cyhelyn  ap  Ifor,  by  Rhiengar,  the  daughter  and  heir  of 
Gronw  ap  Yudor  Yrevor,  from  whom  he  had  derived  to  him  the 
title  of  the  earldom  of  Hereford.  Atheljian^  King  of  England^ 
was  his  god-father. — Ethelyjian,  (or,  as  he  is  fometimes  called, 

• The  country  between  thefe  two  rivers  was  anciently  called  Fcrlys ; and 
.it  had  its  own  princes,  independent  of  the  princes  of  South  Wales, 


Williams, 

Nanneys, 
Maurices,  - 
Kyffins, 

T anats, 
Meredydd,  - 

PoWELS, 

Jones, 

Maesmor, 

PIUGHES, 
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"Williams  - 

Newtons, 

Jones, 


Myttley, 


of  I’ame.  Earl  of  Abingdon. 
of  Heathky. 

of  Craflwyny  Caernarvonjhire. 
of  Dbl  in  Edeirnion, 
of  D6l~y-Mochy 
of  Myttley. 


^ Merionethjhire, 


Prince  Griffith  ap  Cynan^  Rhys  ap  ‘Tewdwvy  and  Bkthyn  ap 
CynfyHy  made  diligent  fearch  for  the  arms,  enfignes,  and  pcde- 
grees  of  their  anceftors,  the  nobility  and  kings  of  tht  Britons. 
What  they  difcovered  by  their  pains,  in  any  papers  and  records, 
was  afterwards,  by  the  bards,  digefted  and  put  into  books.  And 
they  ordained  five  royal  tribes,  (there  being  only  three  before)"- 
from  whom  their  pofterity  to  this  day  can  derive  themfelves : 
and  alfo  fifteen  fpecial  tribes,  of  whom  the  gentry  of  North 
Wales  are,  for  the  moft  part,  defcended.  And  in  our  books  we 
have  mention  of  the  tribe  of  March,  &c.  befides  other  tribes  ’ 
called  Gwehelyth,  and  Gwehelaethau. 

• Loi  d 'inWams,  of  Tame,  was  made  Lord  Prefident  of  the  Marches  of  Wales 
in  the  firft  year  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  and  died,  I believe,  the  fame  year,  at  Ludlms 
Cadlr,  where  the  courts  of  the  Marches  were  then  held. 


O Q 


The 
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The  Fifteen  'T  North  TV  ales  \ from  a 

MS.  in  the  Pofleilion  of  the  Reverend 
Z/.  Owen. 

r. 

J^WFA*  A?  CrNDDELW  (the  firft  of  the  fifteen 
tribes)  lived  in  the  time  • of  Gwynedd,  Prince  of 

North  Wales.  Some  books  of  pedegrees  allege  that  he  was 
fteward  to  the  faid  Prince  His  office,  by  inheritance,  was  to 
hear  the  Prince’s  coronet,  and  to  put  it  upon  his  head  when  the 
Bifliop  of  Bangor  anointed  him,  (as  Nicholas,  Bifliop  of  Bangor, 
affirmeth).  His  houfe,  I believe,  was  Prejaddfed^  in  Anglejey. 
What  lordfliips  he  had  befides  that,  are  mentioned,  in  the  Extent 
oiNorth  Wales,  to  be  divided  among-,  his  five  fons,  viz.  Methur 
Jalem,  Cyfnerth,  Jeuan,  Jorwerth,  and  'BUttrws.  Many  of  the 
gentlemen  of  Anglejey  hold  lands  from  him  by  lineal  defeent,  but 
who  his  heir  is,  I know  not.  Sir  Howel-y-Pedolau%  was  a fa- 
mous man  in  his  time,  and  defeended  from  him,  being  the  fon 
of  Griffith  ap  Jorwerth  ap.Meredydd  ap  Methufalem  ap  Hwfa  ap 
Cynddelw,  Sir  Howel's  mother  was  King  Edward  the  Second’s 

^ Commonly  called  Lord  of  Llys  Llifm,  in  Anglcfey. 
f Mo*.  Ant.  p.  1 3 1 , J Or,  vf  the  horfe-JIiocs, 


nurfc  j 
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nurfe  j and  he  being  the  King’s  fofter-brother,  was  in  great  fa- 
vor with  him,  who  knighted  him.  He  was  a very  ftrong  man, 
infomuch  that  he  could  break  or  ftraiten  horfe-fhoes  with  his 
hands. — His  arms  he  beareth  gules  between  three  lioncels  rampanti  a 
cheveron  or. 

DESCENDANTS  EXTANT  IN  THE  MALE  LINE. 

Owen,  - BodeonyAnglefey\z.n<iOrieltQn^PemhrokeJhire3 

of  PenrhoSy  Montgomeryjhire. 

\ 

DESCENDANTS  EXTINCT,  OR  IN  THE  FEMALE  LINE. 


Williams,  - 

of  Llanbeder. 

Bould, 

of  Tr^’r  DdSl. 

Owen, 

of  Porkinton,  Shropjhire. 

of  Llanvaethley. 

Morris, 

Wynnes, 

of  Tre  Jorwerth. 
of  Bodychen,  "j 

of  Bodowyr,  | 

of  Chwaen,  f 

Griffiths,  - 

Lewis, 

of  Prejaddfed,  J 

II. 

* LLOWARCH  AP  BRAN,  (the  fecond  of  the  fifteen  tribes) 
lived  in  the  time  of  Owain  Gwynedd,  and  was  the  Prince’s  bro- 
ther-in-law, for  both  their  wives  were  fillers,  the  daughters  of 

Lhvtarch  was  Lord  of  Cvjmmwd  Menai^  in  Anglefcj, 

O 0 2 


Cron* 


29^  APPENDIX. 

■Crono  ap  Owain  ap  Edwyn,  Lord  of  T ?gamgle,  (as  Griffith  Hirae^ 
jhog,  and  Sir  'Ehomas  ap  Jevan  ap  Dekws,  and  ^Ifo  an  old  parch- 
ment MS.  written  about  four  hundred  years  ago,  do  teftify.) 
What  office  he  bore  under  the  Prince,  I do  not  know.  Some 
fay  he  was  Owain\  fteward,  as  in  a book  of  Sir  1'homas  ap 
Williams  of  1’refriWy  I found.  I believe  he  dwelled  in  the 
townffiip  which  from  him  is  called  Eref  Uowarch^  which  hath  in 
it  Caer  Gyhi,  (or  Holyhead ) and  three  parcels  of  land,  bearing  the 
name  of  his  three  fons,  viz.  Gwely  Jorwerth  ap  Llowarchy  Gwely 
Cadwgan  ap  Llowarch^  and  Gwely  Madoc  ap  Llowarch^  as  in  the 
Extent  of  North  Wales  is  manifeft.  He  had  a grand- child  by 
his  fon  Jorwerth,  called  Meredydd,  who,  for  his  good  fervices, 
had  the  freehold  of  the  townffiip  of  EJkyniok  given  him  and  his 
heirs  for  ever,  by  Prince  Llewelyn  ap  Jorwerth  j whofe  pofterity, 
viz.  Jeuan  * Wyddely  and  Eudur  ap  Howel  ap  Eudur,  held  the 
fame  by  the  grant  aforefaid,  in  the  twenty-fixth  year  of  King 
Edward  the  Third,  as  is  to  be  feen  in  the  Extent  Book  of  North 
Wales,  Jeuan  WyddeVs  mother  was  the  daughter  of  the  Lord 
Cywchwr  in  Ireland^  defeended  of  the  Earl  of  Kildarey  of  whom 
the  gendemen  of  Mojoglen,  Bodowyry  Porthamaly  and  many  others 
are  defeended. — He  beareth  argent y between  three  crows  with  er~ 
mine  in  their  bills y a cheveron  Jable, 


DESCENDANTS  EXTINCT,  OR  IN  THE  FEMALE  LINE. 


Lloyds, 

of  Rhiwgochy 
of  Maes-y-Neuoeddy 
of  Hendre'r  Mury 

1 Mermiethjhire. 

* Or  the  Jrijtiman, 

Lloyw 
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Llovds, 


Wynn, 

Price, 

Parry-, 
Griffith, 
Meredyddj  - 


Owen, 


of  BrynHtr. 
of  Coed-y-Rhygyn, 
of  Llandecwyn. 
of  Cefnfaes, 
of  Cae  Adda, 
of  Mojoglen. 
of  Bodowyry  t 
of  BodafoUy  I 

of  Celynnog  favor y Caernarvonjhire., 
of  Monachdy  Gvoyn, 
of  Hafod  Lwyfog. 
of  Porthamal. 
of  Ruthiny.  Denhighjhire*- 


III. 

GWEIRYjyD  AP  RHTS  GOCH,  of  the  hundred  of  YaU 
Ebolion  in  Anglejey.  He  dwelt  at  Caerdegogy  the  hamlets  and 
tenements  whereof  bear  the  names  of  his  children  and  grand- 
children, as  Gwely  Madoc  ap  Gweiryddy  Gwely  Llowarch  ap 
Gweiryddy  Gwely  Howel  ap  Gweiryddy  and  Gwely  Meuric  ap 
Gweiryddy  whofe  great  grand-child  Howel  ap  Jeuan  ap  Ednyfed 
ap  Meuric  ap  Gweiryddy  enjoyed  Gwely  Meuricy  in  the  twenty- 
fixth  year  of  Edward  III. — * He  heareth  argent  on  a bend  Jabky, 

• According  to  other  authors,  he  hore  argent^  on  a bend /alley  three  leoj^ards' faces 
the  fir  ft. 


1 


three. 
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'three  lions'  heads  cahoched  of  the  firfl.  He  lived  in  the  time  oF 
Owain  Gwjnedd,  and  of  his  fon  David  ap  Owain. 


DESCENDANT  EXTANT  IN  THE  MALE  LINE. 


Foulkes, 

of  Gwernygrony  Flintjhire. 

DESCENDANTS  EXTINCT,  OR  IN  THE  FEMALE  LINE, 

Lloyd, 

of  Gwaredogy  "i  • 

Wynn, 

of  Bodewryd,  Anglefey. 

Hughes, 

of  BeaumariSy  J 

TV. 

CJLMIN  "TROED-DU * lived  in  the  time  of  Merfyn  Frych\^ 
King  of  Many  being  his  brother’s  fon^  with  whom  he  came  from 
the  north  of  Britainy  when  Merfyn  married  Efyllty  the  daughter 
and  heir  of  Conm  Findaethwyy  king  of  the  Britons.  What  of- 
fices he  bore,  I have  not  been  able  to  find  out.  His  pofterity 
were  wife  and  difcreet  men,  in  all  their  ages ; and  many  of  them 
were  learned  in  the  laws  in  the  time  of  the  kings  and  princes  of 
Wales y and  were  judges ; as  Morgeneu  J Tnad  ap  Gwrydry  and 
Cyfnerth  his  fon,  whofe  Law-Book  is  yet  extant,  fairly  written  on 

* For  a further  account  of  Ctlmln  Troed-Duy  or  C'dmin  luith  the  black footy  fee 
Tour  in  IV^aleSy  Vol.  ii.  p.  213. 

f Merfyn  Frych  reigned  from  the  year  818  to  ^i^i.—PovieVs  Hijlory  of  Wales. 

I Or  fudge. 
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parchment  i Morgeneu  Tnad  ap  Madoc  ; Morgan  Tnad  ap  Meuric^ 
and  Madoc  Goch  Tnad.  Robert  ap  Meredydd  ap  Uwlkin  Llwyd, 
a wife  and  couth  gentlemaoj  lived  in  the  time  of  Henry  the 
Sevenths  and  of  him  are  defcended  the  of  His 

houfe,  I believe,  was  Glynllifon^  whence  fome  of  his  defcendants 
took  the  name  of  Glynn.~~He  beareth  quarterly  i,  argent,  an  eagle 
difplayed  with  two  heads  fable  j 2,  argent,  three  fiery  ragged  flicks, 
gules  ‘,  the  3^  as  the  fecond  -,  the  ^th  as  the  firfi.  Over  all, 
upon  an  efcutcheon  of  pretence  argent,  a man's  leg  coupe  a la  cuiff^, 
fable. 


DESCENDANTS  EXTANT  IN  THE  MALE  LINE. 

Glynns,  - of  Haw ar den  Caflle,  Flintfhire. 

of  London. 

Hughes,  - of  Bodryn. 

DESCENDANTS  EXTINCT,  OR  IN- THE  FEMALE  LINE. 

Glynns,  - of  Glynllifon,  'i 

of  Lleyar,  k Caernarvonfhire. 
of  Nanlley,  J 

Y; 

COLLWTN  JP  TANGNO  is  faid  to  be  Lord  of  Efionydd 
Ardudwy,  and  part  of  Lljn : and  it  is  true,  that  his  progeny  have, 
and  do  to  this  day,  polfefs  and  enjoy  the  greateft  part  of  the  faid 

country. 
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country.  His  grand-children  JJfery  Meirion^  and  Gwgan,  the 
fons  of  Merwydd  ap  Collwyn^  lived  in  the  beginning  of  Griffith  ap 
Cynan%  time,  as  by  the  Life*  of  the  Griffith  is  manifeft, 
whereby  may  be  known  what  time  Collwyn  lived  and  flourilhed. 
It  is  faid  that  he  lived  fome  time  in  Bronwerds,  tower  at  Harlechy 
calling  the  fame  town  after  his  own  name  Caer-Collwyn,  But 
his  faid  grand-children,  when  Griffith  ap  Cynan  challenged  the 
principality  of  Wales,  lived  in  Llyn,  as  in  the  faid  book  of  his 
life  is  extant.  His  pofterity  were  always  the  nobleft  and  beft 
men  in  Efionydd  and  Ardudwy,  next  to  the  princes  and  their  iflue. 
His  heir,  from  eldeft  fon  to  eldeft  fon,  is  hard  to  be  known,  in 
regard  that  by  the  Britiffi  laws  every  man’s  inheritance  was  to 
be  divided  among  his  children,  and  the  youngeft  fon  had  the^ 
principal  houfe  j whereby  every  one  having  an  equal  portion  of 
his  parent’s  land,  his  pofterity  was  forgotten. — He  beareth  Jable, 
between  three  flower-de-luces  a cheveron  argent. 

Sir  Eowel~y-Fwyall-\,  defcended  of  Collwyn,  was  a noble 
warrior,  and  was  in  the  battle  of  Poibiiers  with  the  Black  Prince, 
when  the  French  King  was  taken  prifoner  ; where,  vdth  his  pole- 
ax, he  behaved  himfelf  fo  valiantly,  that  the  prince  made  him  a 
knight,  and  allowed  a mefs  of  meat  to  be  ferved  before  his  ax 
or  partizan  for  ever,  to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  his  good  fer- 
vice : which  mefs  of  meat,  after  his  death,  was  carried  down  to 
be  given  to  the  poor  for  his  foul’s  fake  j and  the  faid  mefs  had 
eight  yeoman -attendants  found  at  the  king’s  charge,  which  were 

' * Written  in  the  BritiJIi  tongue,  by,  a very  aiitlent  bard; 

j f Of  the  Ax. 
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afterwards  called  Teomen  of  the  Crown,  who  had  eight-pence 
a day  of  Handing  wages,  and  lailed  to  the  beginning  of  the  reign 
of  Elizabeth : (as  by  the  relation  of  Serjeant  Roberts,  of  Hafod-y- 
Bwch,  near  Wrexham,  and  Robert  Turbridge,  of  Caerfallen,  near 
Ruthin,  efquire,  is  recorded  in  the  hiftory  of  the  noble  houfe  of 
Gwydir,  wherein  you  may  find  this  relation  more  at  large.) 
Befides,  he  had  the  conftablefhip  of  the  caftle  of  Crickieth, 
where  he  kept  houfe ; and  the  rent  of  Dee-mills  at  Chejier, 
for  the  term  of  his  life.  His  father  was  Griffith  ap  Howel  ap 
Meredydd  ap  Einion  ap  Gwrganen  ap  Merwydd^  ap  Collwyn. — 
His  arms  * were  fable,  between  three  flower-de-luces  a pole-ax 
argent. 


DESCENDANT  EXTANT  IN  THE  MALE  LINE. 

/ 

Williams,  - of  Aberarch,  Caernarvonfhire. 

DESCENDANTS  EXTINCT,  OR  IN  THE  FEMALE  LINE. 


Bodwrda, 

of  Bodwrda,  n 

Bodvels, 

of  Madryn,  > Caernarvonjhirt, 

Jones, 

of  Caflell  March,  J 

Wynn, 

of  Pant-du. 

of  Pennardd. 

of  Boffianan, 

* Sir  Ho'well-y-F'ujxU’s, 

P P WYNN; 
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Wynn, 

of  Pen-y-Berth. 
of  Pen  Coed. 

Lloyd,  ^ 

of  Bodfan. 
of  Gardd. 
of  Dol-y-Penrhyn. 

Rhydderchs, 

of  fregaenan. 

Vaughans,  - 

of  Plus  Hen,  Caernarvonjhire. 
of  Perkin,  “j 

Owen, 

of  Plds-du,  > Merionethjhire. 

of  Maentwrog,  J 

Ellis, 

of  Tfiymllyn,  Caernarvonjhire, 

VI. 

NEFTDD  HARDDi  of  Nant  Conwy,  lived  in  the  time  of 
Owain  Gwynedd,  who  gave  Idwal  his  fon  to  be  foftered  by  him  j 
but  Nefydd,  for  what  caufe  I know  not,  caufed  Dunawt  his  fon 
to  kill  the  young  prince,  at  a place  called  of  him  Cwm  Idwal. 
Wherefore  Nefydd  and  his  pofterity  were  degraded,  and  of  gen- 
tlemen were  made  bond- men  of  Nant  Conwy.  His  fon  Khun,  to 
expiate  that  foul  murder,  gave  the  lands  whereon  the  church  of 
JJanrwft  was  built,  whole  grand- child,  (and  Madoc  Goch  ap  Jor- 
werth  ap  Gwrgymn  ap  Cyfnerth,  his  fon)  were  llewards  to  Llewelyn 
ap  forwerth.  Prince  of  Wales,  (as  Griffith  Hiraethog  fays.)  He 
dwelled  at  Crygnant,  as  I take  it,  near  Llanrwfi. — * He  beareth 
argent,  three  /pears'  heads  imbrued,  fable  pointed  upwards, 

* Other  books  fay,  that  he  lore  argent,  a cheverm  inter  three  javelins  fable, 
minted  upviards  gules. 


DESCENDANTS 
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DESCENDANTS  EXTINCT,  OR  IN  THE  FEMALE  LINE. 

Evan  Morgan  of  Gwibernant^  Caernarvonjhire. 

Evans,  - of  Llanrwji. 

Davies,  » of  Coed-y-Mynydd. 

VII. 

MAELOC  CRW'Mf  of  Llechwedd-ijaf,  and  Creuddyn^^ lived  in 
the  time  of  Prince  David  ap  Qwain  Gwynedd^  about  the  year  of 
our  Lord  1175,  (as  Sir  'Thomas  ap  Williams’  book  averreth). 
What  offices  he  bore,  I have  not  learned.  The  moft  famous 
men  defcended  of  him  were.  Sir  Thomas  Chaloner,  and  others 
of  that  name,  defcended  of  David  Chaloneri  of  Denbigh^  whofe 
anceftor  Trahaiarn  Chaloner  was  fo  called,  becaufe  his  grand- 
father Madoc  Crwm  of  Chaloner  had  lived  In  a town  in  France 
called  Chaloner y whence  he  took  that  name. — He  beareth  argent^ 
on  a cheveron  Jabky  three  angels  or, 

DESCENDANTS  EXTANT  IN  THE  MALE  LINE. 
Chaloners,  - of  Gijboroughy  Torkjhire. 

DESCENDANT  EXTINCT,  OR  IN  THE  FEMALE  LINE. 

Thomas,  - of  Caer  Fill, 

* This  family  produced  the  learned  Dr.  W.  Morgan^  Bilhop  of  St.  Afapl, 
who  tranflated  the  Bible  into  the  Welpi  tongue.— Tiwr  in  Waks^  ii.  350. 
f Both  thefe  places  are  in  Caernarvonjlnre. 

P p 2 
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VIII. 

MARCHUDT)  AP  CTNANy  I^ord  of  Ahergeleu:  His  houfe 
was  Bryn  Ffenigl.  He  lived,  (as  Sir  Fhomas  ap  Williams'  book 
faith)  in  the  time  of  Rodri  Mawr  *,  king  of  the  Bi'itonSy  about 
the  year  of  our  Lord  849  f.  Of  him  was  Ednyfed  Fychan  dio- 
fcended,  who  being  general  of  the  prince’s  holl,  was  fent  to  the 
Marches,  to  defend  the  frontiers  from  the  approach  of  the  Englijh 
army,  which  was  ready  to  invade  them,  under  the  command  of 
Ranulfh,  earl  of  Chejier,  (who  met  them)  and  killed  three  of 
their  chief  captains  and  commanders,  and  a great  many  of  the 
common  foldiers.  The  reft  he  put  to  flight,  and  triumphantly 
returned  to  his  prince  ; who,  in  recompence  of  his  good  fervice, 
gave  him,  among  many  gifts  and  honors,  a new  coat  of  arms  j 
for  the  coat,  which  he  and  his  anceftors  had  always  given  before, 
was  the  coat  of  Marchudd,  being  gules,  a Saracen's  head  erajed 
proper,  wreathed  or. — The  new  coat  was  thus  dilplayed,  gules 
between  three  Englijhmen' s heads  couped,  a cheveron  ermin. — From 
the  death  of  the  laft  Llewelyn,  Ednyfed' s pofterity  were  the  greateft 
men  of  any  in  Wales,  (as  by  the  works  of  the  bards  and  records  is 
very  manifeft.)  If  I fhould  go  about  to  reckon  all  the  famous 
men  defcended  of  him,  it  would  require  more  time  than  I can  well 
fpare.  Let  it  be  fufficient  to  remember  Henry  the  Seventh,  king 

* Roderic  the  Great.  f Dr.  Powell  fays  856. 

:};  Llewelyn  af>  Jorwerth. 
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of  'England^  Henry  the  Eighth,  Edward  the  Sixth,  Queen  Mary^ 
and  Queen  Elizabeth,  all  of  whom  were  defcended  lineally  and 
paternally  of  Ednyfed  Fychan,  who  like  wife  was  defcended  of 
Marchudd. 


DESCENDANTS  EXTANT  IN  THE  MALE  LINE. 


Wynns, 

of  Melay,  now  Lord  Newborough. 
of  Garthewyn. 

Foulkes, 

of  Eriviet. 

Lloyds, 

of  Fids  Madog,  in  Llanjannan  now  of  Fids 
Fewer. 

* Price, 

of  Maentwrog,  Merionethjhire ; now  of  Gerddi 
Bluog. 

Morgan, 

of  Gwlgre,  Flintjhire. 

Griffith, 

of  Garreg  Lwyd. 

DESCENDANTS  EXTINCT,  OR  IN  THE  FEMALE  LINE. 

Wynns,  - of  Dyffryn  Akd,  Denbighjhire. 

of  Frefarth. 

Roberts,  - of  Gwqfane,  Flintjhire^  ’’ 

Lloyd,  ~ of  Gydros, 

* Of  this  family  was  Edmund  Price,  Archdeacon  of  Merknydd,  who  collefted 
the  Pfalms  into  IFel/h  metre. 

Lloyd, 
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Lloyd, 

ofM 

of  T^relul. 

Hughes, 

Bifhop  of  St.  Afaph. 

Smith, 

Chancellor  of  St.  Afaph. 

Vaughans,  - 

of  Hen  Bids  and  Bronheulog. 

Llewelin,  - 

of  Llanelian. 

Jenkin, 

of  Efenechtyd. 

Col.  Jones, 

the  Regicide  *. 

Williams,  - 

of  Cochwillany  Maenol^  ik 

and  TJiumcolwyn. 

Howel  Maelinydd. 

Conway, 

of  Nant. 

Griffith, 

of  Fejliniog. 

Hughes, 

of  Cefn  y Garlleg. 

IX. 

HEDD  MOLWTNOG  f,  of  Uwch-akd,  (as  Sir  Thomas  ap 
Williams'  book  hath  it)  was  fteward  to  Prince  David  ap  Owain. 
His  lands  and  lordfhips  were  Llanfair  <Talyhaern,  Dyffiryn  Elvoy^ 
and  Nanhaledj  the  which  his  three  fons,  viz.  M^ter,  GwiUonony 
and  Gwrgi,  divided,  and  their  pofterity  have  enjoyed,  and  do 
ftill  enjoy,  fome  part  of  them.  Rhys  ap  Jeuan  ap  Llewelyn  Cbwitb 
of  ChwibreUy  was  an  efquire  of  the  body  to  King  Edward  the 
Fourth  (as  the  book  of  Evan  Lloyd  Jeffrey  hath  it)  : he  and  his 

* Vide  Tour  in  Wales,  ii.  p.  123. 

t He  lived  at  a place  called  Yr  Hcnllys,  in  the  parifh  of  Llanfair  Talyhaern. 

coufin  - 
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coufin-german,  David  Jenkitiy  were  very  turbulent  in  the  Lnncaf- 
trian  war. 

Meuric  Llwyd,  of  Llwyn  y Maen,  near  OJweJiry^  was  a valiant 
captain  under  the  earl  of  Arundek  who  by  his  prowefs  atchieved  a 
very  noble  coat  of  arms,  viz,  T!hs  field  argent^  an  eagle  dfiplayed 
with  two  heads fable. 

And  here,  I think,  Jolo  Goch  Owain  Glyndwr\  bard,  whofe 
mother  was  the  Countefs  of  Lincoln,  (as  Griffith  Hiraethog  faith) 
may  well  bear  a place  among  the  worthy  defendants  of  this 
tribe  j w'ho,  for  his  lofty  ftrain,  and  fingular  Ikill  in  Britijh 
poetry,  was  and  is  as  famous  and  renowned  as  any  that  hath 
been  thefe  four  hundred  years. — And  alfo  f Ludur  Aled,  another 
learned  bard,  and  a docflor  of  the  chair  in  his  profeflion : but 
their  learned  works  will  make  them  famous  and  ever  glorious. — 

He  beareth  fable,  a hart  ^affiant  argent,  attired  or, 

DESCENDANTS  EXTINCT,  OR  IN  THE  FEMALE  LINE^ 

Lloyds  - of  Havodunnos,  Denbighfhire, 

of  Llwyn-y-Maen,  near  Ofweftry, 
of  Llanforda. 

of  Dre-newydd,  in  Whittington  parifh. 

• of  Blaen-y-Ddol, 

Parry,  - of  Llangerniw, 

* Oliver  the  Red. 

f This  celebrated  poet  lived  about  the  year  1490. 

J Thefe  Lloyds,  defcendants  of  Hed  Molwynog,  were  the  firft  perfons  that  boir 
that  name  in  North  Wales, 

« 


Wynn-j, 


Wynn, 

Griffiths, 


A 
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of  Bryn  Cynrick, 
of  Bodychwyn. 
of  Hafod-y-Garreg. 
of  Blaen  Idl,  Denhighjhire. 
of  Bids  Newydd. 


X, 

BRAINT  HlRy  of  Is-dulasy  lived,  as  I conjedlure,  about  the 
■time  of  the  fons  of  Roderic  * the  Great,  His  pofterity  did  not 
much  increafe,  for  there  are  not  many,  at  prefent,  known  to  be 
defeended  from  him,  yet  fome  there  zxt.—His  arms  are  vert^  a 
xrojs  flowery  or. 

DESCENDANTS. 

Vaughans,  - of  Pont-y-Gwyddel.  Giffordy  Nerquis. 


XI. 

•j-  MARCUWEIBHIAN  was  called  Lord  of  Is-aled ; his  lands 
were  Carwed  Fynyddy  Rincadfaely  Preesy  Beryny  Llyweniy  Gwy^ 
theriny  and  many  other  townlhips  within  the  hundred  of  Is-aled, 

* Others  fay  that  he  lived  about  the  year  650,  in  the  time  of  Cadwathn, 
whofe  nephew  and  chancellor  he  was. 

t His  court  is  faid  to  be  h^s  Llyiveni. 

as 
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as  appears  by  the  extent  of  the  lordlhip  and  honor  of  Denbigh, 
made  in  the  eighth  year  of  Edward  the  Third ; at  what  time, 
Cynwric  Fychan,  being  the  ninth  in  defeent  from  Marchweithian, 
lived  ; Vi^hereby  fome  aim  may  be  made  at  the  time  he  floiiriflicd. 

The  families  and  houfes  defeended  of  him  are  many,  but  the 
mod  eminent  are  thefe,  Berain,  formerly  incorporated  to  the  houfe 
of  Llyweni,  by  the  marriage  of  Mrs.  Catherine,  of  Berain  *,  the 
daughter  and  heir  of  ‘Tudor  ap  Robert  Fycban,  of  Berain,  efquire, 
with  John  Salijhiiry,  the  fon  and  heir  of  Sir  John  Salijhury,  of 
Llyweni,  knight } after  whofe  death  Ihe  married  Richard  Clough, 
efquire,  of  Denbigh,  a rich  merchant  5 after  whofe  deceafe  flic 
married  Maurice  IVynne,  of  Gwydir,  efquire,  and  had  ifllic  by 
both ; and  laft  of  all  flie  married  Edward  Thelwall,  of  Rlds-y~ 
Ward,  efquire. — Mr.  Robert  ap  Rees,  defeended  of  this  tribe,  and 
anceftor  to  the  family  of  Rhiwlas,  was  chaplain  to  Cardinal 
Wolfey,  and  a very  great  man  in  the  reign  of  Flenry^t  Eighth. — 
Ellis  Price,  of  Plds-Tolyn,  dodtor  of  the  law,  who,  I believe,  was 
one  of  the  fcholars  of  Cambridge,  that  difputed  with  Throgmorton, 
and  other  fcholars  of  Oxford,  at  Cambridge,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  1532,  and  got  the  bedj  (as  James  Caius,  in  the  firfl;  book 
of  The  Antiquities  of  Cambridge,  affirmeth.) — He  bore,  in  a Jhield 
gules,  a lion  rampant  argent,  armed  amre, 

DESCENDANTS  EXTANT  IN  THE  MALE  LINE. 

Price,  - of  RUviUs,  1 
of  Boch-y-rhaiadr,  3 

* See  her  lingular  ftory  in  Tour  in  Wales,  ii.  p ag. 
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Wynn, 

Panton, 

Parry, 


of  Llangynhafal,  Denhtghjhire, 
of  Colejhill  Manor,  Flintjhire. 
of  ^ywyfog)  and  PiJlilL 


DESCENDANTS  EXTINCT,  OR  IN  THE  FEMALE  LINE. 


Price, 

of  Giler^  'Denbighjhire. 

of  Fyddyn  Sieffrey. 

'/ 

of  Civmmein. 
of  Fedw  deg. 
of  Uanrwji. 

of  Dugoedy  in  Pemnachno^ 

WvNN> 

of  VoelaSy  Fenhighjhire. 
of  Plus  ISlewydd  Xlfyity.^ 
of  Hafod-y-Maidd. 

Foulkes, 

of  Llys  Llywarch. 

of  Carwed  Fynydd,  and  Meri^og^- 

Vaughans,  - 

of  Pant  Glds. 
of  Blaen-y^Cwm. 
of  Llysfaen. 

Williams,  - 

of  Aherccnwy. 
of  Hafod  Garregog,-^ 

Davies, 

of  Llathwryd. 

Gethin, 

of  CerniogeUj  Fmhighjhire, 

XII.  EDwm,~ 


the  F 1 F T E E N 'f  R t B E S. 

XIE 

EDWIN:,  commonly  called  King  of  'Tegciingle  was  the  twelfth, 
tribe,  whofe  fon  Owain  had  a daughter  called  Angharad,  mar- 
ried to  Griffith  ap  Cymn,  king  of  Gwynedd^  or  North  Wales. 
Many  worthy  and  noble  gentlemen  in  Flintjhire  and  Denbighjhire 
are  defcended  of  him,  as  the  Bifliop  of  Bangor,  now  living— (I 
believe  he  means  William  Roberts,  D.  D.  who  was  confecrated 
Billaop  of  Bangor,  in  September  1637.,  and  died  at  Llandurnog, 
Auguji  1 2th,  1665,  aged  8c.)  Fhomas  Owen,  judge  of  — — , 
father  of  Sir  Roger  Owen,  late  of  Cmdover,  knight,  f Howel 
Gwynedd,  a very  valiant  and  ftout  man,  who.  Tiding  with  Owen 
Glyndwr  againft  Henry  the  Fourth,  did  much  annoy  the  EngUJhi 
but  on  a time,  being  more  fecure  than  he  ought  to  have  been, 
he  was  taken  by  his  adverfaries  of  the  town  of  Flint,  who, 
upon  a place  called  Moel-y-Gaer,  .cut  off  his  head;  and 
long  time  before,  one  Owain  ap  Uchtryd,  being  grandfon  to 
Edwin,  kept  by  force  of  arms  all  Fegaingk  under  fubjedtion,  not- 
withftanding  all  the  power  of  the  king,  lords,  and  country 
to  the  contrary  j and  the  third  year,  having  his  pardon,  he  deli- 
vered the  owners  their  lands. — He  beareth  argent,  between  four 
Cornijh  choughs  armed  gules,  a crofs  floury  engrailed  fable, 

* Or  Englcfield : it  is  a divifion  of  confiding  of  thrse  hundreds, 

v'lr.,  Rliudctlan,  Colejhill,  and  Prejlatyn^ 

f For  a fuller  account  of  Hovod  Gtuynedd,  fee  Tour  hi  Wales,  vol.  i. 
pp.  ,84,  85. 
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DESCENDANTS  EXTANT  IN  THE  MALE  LINE. 

Lloyds,  - of  Pentre  Hohyn^  now  of  Trefor. 

Wynns,  - of  Copparleni. 

Parries,  - of  Llaneurgain. 

DESCENDANTS  EXTINCT,  OR  IN  THE  FEMALE  LINE. 


Mostyns, 

of  Mojlyn,  &c.  "i 

Lloyds, 

of  Farr^i  J-  Flintjhire. 

Wynns, 

of  Nherev)ys,  J 

Edwards, 

of  Stanjly. 

of  Rhual. 

of  Gallt-y-celyn,  and  Crogen  Iddon, 

of  Llangollen  Fechan. 

Evans, 

of  Coed  Llai,  and  Freuddyn, 

Hughes, 

of  'Diferth. 

Jones, 

of  Gwernaffield,  and  Mold. 

Owens, 

of  Coed  Flat,  Gzvajane,  Caerfallwch,  Freuddyny 

Arddunwynt,  and  Hope, 

Price, 

of  Llwyn  Tnn. 

Bromfields, 

of  Bromfield. 

XIII. 

EDNOWAIN  BENDE-V  was  Lord  of  ^egaingle  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  1079,  (as  the  book  of  Ednop  faith.)  He  is  faid  by 
Peter  Ellis,  the  counfellor,  to  be  the  chief  of  the  fifteen  tribes. 
Of  him  are  dcfcended  Ithel  ap  Rotpert,  Archdeacon  of  ^egaingle, 

the 


THE 


FIFTEEN  TRIBES. 


309 

the  Bithels,  and  a g;  e'’t  many  worthy  families  befides.— hear^ 
the  m gent,  between  three  boars  heads,  a cheveron  fable. 

T H refidence  of  EJnowain  is  fuppofed  by  fome  to  have  been 
at  'J’y-maen,  in  the  parirti  of  B^hiteford,  (fee  p.  1 1 9.) 


DESCENDANTS  EXTANT  IN  THE  MALE  LINE. 


Lloyd, 

Foulkes, 

Griffith, 

Hughes, 

Griffith, 


of  Wyg fairy  "] 

of  Mertyriy  j 

of  Rhualy  ! 

of  Halkyn,  j 

of  B agility  j 

of  Bids  ifa'y  Caerwys,  J 


Flintjhire,- 


DESCENDANTS  EXTINCT,  OR  IN  THE  FEMALE  LINE. 


Wynns, 

of  Galedloniy  and  Caerwys, 

PuGHE, 

of  Skeifiogy 

Piers, 

of  Llanafaph, 

Parry, 

of  Colejhilly  and  Bajingwerk, 

Griffith, 

of  Pant  y Llongdu,. 

of  Caerwys  Hall, 

Evans,. 

of  Llaneurgain, 

Jones, 

of  Skeifiogy 

Williams, 

of  Clommendy  Skeifiogy 

Hughes, 

of  Coed-y-Brain, 

'>  Flintjhire, 
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XIV.. 

EFNTDD,  commonly  called  the  fon  of  * Gwenllian^  the 
■daughter  of  Rhjs  ap  Marchev^  w^to  was  lord  of  feven  townfldps 
•in  Dyffryn  Clwydy  called  Ruthin  land,  viz.  Fref-hen-y-Coed,  and 
Fenechdyd,  y Groejlwyd,  Rant  Meugen,  and  three  more,  all  free- 
hold land.  He  had  no  children  befides  Gwenllian  aforefaidj  who 
by  the  interefl  q(  Bkthyn  ap  Cynfyn,  king  Wales,  was  given 
in  marriage  to  this  Efnydd's  father,  being  nearly  related  to  the 
faid  king,  who  gave  him  likewife  feven  townfhips,  to  voit,  Almor, 
Fref~alen  (or  Alynton),  Gresford  in  Bromfield,  Lkprog-faxvr, 
Ueprog-fechan,  and  Fref-y-nani,  in  Fegaingle,  &c.  He  had  a 
daughter  called  Hunydd,  who  was  the  wife  of  Meredydd  ap  Blethyn, 
prince  of  Powys.  Of  him  was  defeended  John  Almor,  one  of 
the  marflials  of  the  hall  to  king  Henry  the  Seventh,  father  of 
John  Almor,  ferjeant  at  arms  to  king  Plenry  the  Eighth,  (as  I 
think)  who  hare  azure,  a lion  rampant  or,  armed  and  langued  gules  j 
and  of  Sir  William  Meredith,  who  lived  in  Torkjhire,  or  fome- 
where  elfe  in  England. — He  bare  a lion  rampant  Jaliant  or,  wltere- 
with  he  quartered  his  mother’s  coat,  being  azure,  betvjeen  three 
nags  heads  erafed  argent,  a fejs  or, 

I * 

DESCENDANTS  EXTINCT,  OR  IN  THE  FEMALE  LINE, 

'SiMUNT,  - of  Coed  Llal,  -j 

Prichard,  - of  Caergwrley,  | Flintjhhe. 

* This  Gioenllian  was  Riled  the  heirefs  of  Dyfryn  CkeyJ,  In  regard  that 
file  poflefled  a very  great  portion  of  it. 
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Rogers, 
Meredydd,  - 


Almors, 
Alvntons,  - 
Lloyds, 


of  Flint. 
of  Frefalen. 
of  Pentre  By  chan, 
of  Stanjiy. 
of  Almor, 
of  Alyntcn. 

of  Gresfordy  Zryd  Alynton. 


XV. 

EFNOJVAIN AP  BRADWEN  * is  by  writers  called  Lord  of 
Meirionydd:  but  furely  the  piinces  and  their  iflue  were  always 
lords  of  MeFicnydd  howbeit  it  might  be,  that  he  (as  others ) 
took  the  fame  to  farm,  and  therefore  might  be  called  lord 
thereof.  And  yet  he  and  his  iffue  were  pofleHed  of  all 
Bonti  fave  Nanney^  and  the  prince’s  demefnes,  and  for  the  moft 
part  of  Yfiumanner  in  the  like  manner.  The  offices  he  bare 
under  the  prince,  I know  not.  Some  books  of  pedegree  fay  that 
he  lived  in  Griffith  ap  Cynan’s  time,  but  I think  he  was  not  fo’ 
antientf.  The  ruins  of  his  Elys,  or  palace,  are  to  be  feen  in  the 
townffiip  of  CregmaHy  in  Fal-y-Bont  Ifcregenan.  Llewelyn  ap 
Fudur  ap  Gwyn  ap  Peredur  ap  Ednowain  ap  Bradwen,  lived  in  the 
time  ot  Edward  the  Firft,  and  did  him  homage  with  the  lords  and 

* Oi  Lys  Bradwen,  near  Dolgelky.  Vide  Tour  in  Wales,  vol.  ii.  p.  gg.  et  feq, 

-f-  He  lived  in  the  time  of  Lkivelyn  ap  Jorioerth,  probably  about  1194. 
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gentry  of  Wales ^ as  by  the  faid  king’s  records  is  manifeft. 
Aaron,  his  grandchild,  by  his  fon  Ednyfed,  had  two  fons  more 
eminent  than  the  reft  of  his  children,  Ednyfed  and  Griffith-,  of  the 
laft  of  whom  William  David  Lloyd,  of  Pemar*h,  efquire,  lately 
deceafed,  was  defcended  : whofe  inheritance  is  come  to  Margaret, 
the  mother  of  Lewis  Owen,  of  Peniarth,  efquire  now  living. 
Ednyfed ap  Aaron  is  fald  to  have  entertained  Owatn  Glyndwr,  when 
he  was  overcome  by  king  Henry  the  Fourth,  the  ufurper,  but  fe- 
cretly  in  a cave,  by  the  fea-ftde,  in  the  parifh  of  Llan  Gel^nin, 
which  of  him  is  called  * Ogof  Owain,  Of  this  Ednyfed  was  de- 
fcended Morgan  ap  Griffith  ap  Eineon,  a courageous  ftout  man,  who, 
as  it  is  reported  by  his  kinfmen,  by  chance,  in  the  ftreets  of  the 
city  of  London,  late  in  the  night,  met  v/ith  King  Henry  the  Eighth, 
with  a fmall  guard  about  him,  coming  to  fee  what  rule  was  kept 
in  the  city  j and  when  neither  would  yield  to  the  other,  they  drew 
and  fought  hardly,  until  a perfon,  who  accompanied  Morgan^ 
bade  him  take  heed  what  he  did,  for  that  he  feared  it  was  the 
king  with  whom  he  fought.  Whereupon  Morgan  crying  mercy, 
yielded,  and  craved  pardon  j and  the  king  did  let  him  go,  faying, 
that  he  was  a lufty  man,  and  ever  after  he  was  called  Lufly 
Morgan,  This  is  a report,  I cannot  tell  how  true. 

Morgan  hir,  ma-wr  gan  Harri, 

“ Mae  Llundain  dan  d'adain  dip 

t— -Hlf  hore  gules,  three  Jnakes  enowed  in  a triangular  knat  argent, 

* Owflw’scave. 
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DESCENDANT  EXTANT  IN  THE  MALE  LINE. 
Owens,  - of  CaeV  Berllarij  Merionethjhire. 

DESCENDANTS  EXTINCT,  OR  IN  THE  FEMALE  LINE, 

Lloyds,  -•  of  Nant-y-Mynach,  and  Peniarth. 

Owens,  - of  Peniarth^  and  Morben. 

Griffith,  - of  Garths  and  Cloddiau  Cochion. 


Out  of  our  ancient  books  of  pedegrees,  we  are  enabled  to  add 
another  'Pribe  j by  no  means  inferior  to  any  of  the  foregoing, 
in  the  refpedability  and  number  of  its  defcendants. 

XVI. 

'PUDOR  'PREVORt  the  tribe  of*  Manhy  called  likewife  In 
©ur  books  Llwyth  Maelor  (or  the  tribe  of  Maelor^)  was  the  fon 
of  Tnyr  ap  Cadfarchy  defcended  of  Cadell  Deurnllug^  King  of 
Powys.  He  is  faid  to  have  been  the  founder  of,  and  to  have  re- 
fided  at,  Whittington  Cajlle^  which  continued  in  his  pofterity  for 
many  generations  after.  His  mother  was  Rhiengar,  daughter  to 
Lluddocca  ap  Caradoc  VreichfraSy  earl  of  Hereford,  who  was  one 
of  the  knights  of  king  Arthur'?,  Round  Table.  Pudor  had  large 
pofleflions  in  Hereford/hire,  in  right  of  his  mother,  as  well  as  in 
that  country  called  Ferlys,  which  lies  between  the  rivers  Wye 

* So  called,  becaufe  a great  number  of  the  gentlemen  in  the  Marches  of 
England  and  Wales  are  defcended  from  him. 

R r 
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and  Srcerne.  He  was  cotemporary  with  Howel  Dda,  king  of 
JValeSy  whofe  daughter  Angkarad  he  married,  by  whom  he  had 
three  ions  and  one  daughter.  Powell^  of  EdenhofCi  in  his  Pen- 
tarchia,  defcribcs  his  arms  in  the  following  manner : 


Erminiis  fulgens  Theodcn  parma  Trcvori, 

Dat  rapidum  fulvumque  finiftro  verte  leonem  ; 
Mojionis  funt  nota  fatis,  fimul  arma  Trcvoris. 


Which  may  be  thus  exprefled  in  plain  Englijh  : * Parted  per  bend 
‘ JiniJler  ermine  and  ermines^  over  all  a lion  rampant  or ; the  well- 
^ known  arms  of  the  Mojlyns^  and  alfo  of  the  'Trevors* 


DESCENDANTS  EXTANT  IN  THE  MALE  LINE. 


W^covint  Hambdeny  and  Baron  Trevor. 
Mostyns, 


of  Bryngwyn. 
of  Segroit. 

Pennant,  - of  Bychton, 

Richard  Pennant,  Baron  Penrhyn. 

Jefferies,  - of  A5ion, 

Edwards,  - of  Chirk. 

Wynne,  * - of  Gerwyn-fawr. 

Jones,  - of  Llwyn-onn. 

DESCENDANTS  EXTINCT,  OR  IN  THE  FEMALE  LINE. 

Trevor,  « of  Brynkinnallt. 

of  Pentre  Cynric, 


Trevor, 
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Trevor, 


Lloyd  Sj 

Young, 

Dymmock, 

PuGHE, 

Lloyds, 


of  Daywen. 
of  'Trefalen. 
of  Plds-teg, 
of  Ofwejlry. 
of  Halton. 
of  Bryn  Torkin. 
of  WilUngton, 
of  Llan-y^Mynacb. 
of  Bids  ija*  y Clawdd. 
of  Dal-y-wern, 


Here  it  may  not  be  improper  to  mention,  that  though  the 
tribes  are  generally  confidered  as  the  nobility  of  JVdeSy  yet  arc 
there  many  ancient  Welp  families  of  high  refpcdability,  who  de- 
rive not  their  defeent  from  any  of  them.  Such  are  the  Middle- 
tonsy  of  Chirk  caftle  and  Gwaunynog-y  the  Vaughans y of  Glan-y- 
llyny  afterwards  of  Llwydiarth  and  Llangedwyny  but  now  extind, 
who  are  defeended  from  Ririd  Flaidd,  lord  of  PenllyUy  &c.  The 
Vaughans y of  Cors-y-gedoli  and  the  Wynnes y of  DolegwyUy  whofe 
flock  was  Opwrn  Wyddely  (or  xht  Iri/hman).  The  Eytonsy  of 
Leejwood-y  the  Wynnes y of  'Power  y the  Davisesy  of  Gwajane 
(whofe  reprefentative  in  the  male  line  is  Peter  DavieSy  efquire, 
of  Broughton ) i the  Parry Sy  of  Pwllhalog,  and  the  Williamses y of 
Frony  who  are  defeended  from  Cynric  Efelly  baron  of  Eglwyfeg. 

In  Anglejey  are  the  Williamses,  of  Py~fryy  defeended  from  Ca- 
drod  Harddy  (or  the  Handfome)  lord  of  Pal-eholion-,  and  from 
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them  the  Williamses,  of  Nantanog,  anceftors  of  the  prefent  Sir 
Watkin  Williams  Wynne  j the  Williamses,  of  Pmbedw,  and  the 
Williamses,  of  Bodelwyddan. 

Though  many  others  may  be  added  to  thefe,  we  fhall  now 
clofe  this  account  with  the  defcendants  of  Brochwel  TJgrithog, 
prince  of  Powys,  z'iz.  the  Blaneys  of  Pregynon,  the  Wynnes  of 
Garth,  the  Lloyds  of  Leighton,  and  the  Phomases  of  Llechzvedd- 
garth,  whofe  prefent  reprefentative  is  Pho.  Phomas,  efquire,  of 
Downing  Ucha\ 
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I.  Griffith  ap  Cynan  — — 283 

II.  Rhys  ap  Tewdwr  Mawr  — 284 

III.  Blethyn  ap  Cynfyn  — — 285 

IV.  Ethelystan  Glodrydd  — — 286 

V.  Jestyn  ap  Gwrgant  — — 288 


FIFPEEN  PRIBES. 


I.  Hwfa  ap  Cynddelw  — — 290 

II.  Llowarch  ap  Bran  — — 291 

III.  Gweirydd  ap  Rhys  Goch  — 293 

IV.  CiLMIN  TrOED-DU  294 

V.  CoLLWYN  AP  TaNGNO  — — - 295 

VI.  Nefydd 


THE  FIFTEEN  TRIBES. 


3*7 
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The  number  of  Tribes  in  the  MS.  is  only  XV. — We  retain 
the  title,  but  add  that  of  Tudor  Trevor,  or  the  Tribe 
of  March,  as  is  done  by  fome  of  our  writers. 

rRIBE  OF  MARCH. 


XVI.  Tudor  Trevor. — For  his  Coat  of  Arms, 
confult  Plate  IV.  p.  31. 
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OUT-LINES  of  the  GLOBE, 

ACCORDING  T9 


THEIR  PERMANENT  STATE. 


VoL. 

I.  England. 
Scotland, 
Orkney  Isles. 

SCHETLAND  ISLES. 


Feroe  Isles, 
Iceland. 
FIolland. 
Denmark. 


II.  Sweden. 
Norway. 


Spitsbergen. 

Russia. 


Ill,  Dominions  bordering  on  the  Volga. 

Circuit  of  the  Caspian  Sea. 

Mountains  of  Caucasus. 

Ghilan,  Mazendaran. 

From  the  north  end  of  the  Caspian  Sea  to  the 
Urallian  Chain. 

i 


IV.  Nova 
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VoL. 

IV.  Nova  Zemlja.  ||  Siberia, 

Kamtschatka. 

Thefe  four  volumes  contain  the  fubjefbs  of  tlie 
firft  ccviii.  pages  of  the  Inti'odu^ion  to  the  Arctic 
Zoology^  enlarged  and  extended. 

/ 

V.  Weftern  Coaft  of  America. 

British  Colonies  in  America. 

Uqited  States  of  America. 

Being  the  remaining  part  of  the  IntroduSlion  to  the 
Arhlk  Zoology^  enlarged. 

VI.  VII.  France,  from  Calais  to  Andaye^  and  the  French  Pyrenees,  • 

VIII.  Spain,  from  Fontarabia  to  the  borders  of  Portugal, 

Portugal. 

Spain  again,  from  the  mouth  of  the  Guadiana,  to  the 
eaftern  entrance  of  the  Streights  of  Gibraltar, 

IX.  The  Mediterranean  coaft  of  Spain,  from  Europa 
Point  to  the  beginning  of  Southern  France, 

Southern  France,  to  the  Maritime  Alps, 

X.  Northern  Africa,  from  the  mouths  of  the  Nile, 
along  the  Mediterranean  coaft  of  Africa,  through  the 

Streights 
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VoL. 

Streights  of  Gibraltar^  and  from  dience  to  the  river 
of  Senegal  j with  an  account  of  the  Madeira^  the 
Canary  IJlands,  and  thofe  of  Cape  Verd. 

XI.  Nigritian  Africa,  from  the  river  Senegal  to  Cape 

Negro ; with  an  account  of  Prince's  Ijlcy  IJle  of  St. 
NoomaSy  IJle  of  AJeenfony  and  that  of  St.  Helena. 

XII.  From  Capr  Negro  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  from 

thence  to  the  mouth  of  the  Red  Sea,  and  the  African 
coaft  of  the  Red  Sea,  as  far  as  the  Ifthmus  of  Suez 
. with  an  account*  of  Madagafcar,  Ifle  of  Bourbon  or 
Mafearenhas,  Ifle  of  France  or  Mauritius,  Ifle  of  Ro- 
drigues, Ifles  of  Comoro,  Joanna,  the  Fwehe  Ifles,  and 
Amir  antes  Ifles  or  Sechelles. 

XIII.  Arabia,  and  its  coafts,  the  Perfian  Gulph,  and  the  coafts 

of  Perfia,  as  far  as  tlie  Indus. 

XIV.  From  the  mouth  of  the  Indus  to  the  Panjab,  and 
• Cafhmere. 

From  the  mouth  of  the  Indus,  along  the  weftern  coaft 
of  Indoftan,  to  Cape  Comorin, 

Ifland  of  Ceylon,  and  the  Laccadive  and  Maidive 
Iflands. 

XV.  The  Eastern  Coast  of  Hindoostan,  to  the  mouth 
of  the  Ganges. 


2 


From 
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VoL. 

From  the  -mouth  of  the  Ganges  to  its  origin  with  its 
contributory  rivers. 

* The  origin  of  the  Sampoo  or  Burrampooter  river, 
to  its  jundion  with  the  Ganges ^ near  the  fall  of  the 
latter  into  the  Gulph  of  Bengal. 

Several  particulars  relpefting  the  foregoing  vo- 
lumes, may  be  found  in  my  Literary  Life^  from 
p.  41  to  45. 

XVI.  India  extra  Gangem,  to  the  borders  of  China  i with  the 
* tranflation  of 

ARRUNl  PERIPLUS 
MARIS  ERYTHR^l. 

By  the  Reverend  Robert  Williams,  curate  of 
JVhitefordy  1792. 

XVII.  The  empires  of  China  and  Japan,  with  the  iflands  to 
the  north  and  fouth  of  the  latter,  Matmay^  &c.  and 
the  Kuril  iflands. 

XVIII.  The  Malayan  and  Manilla  Iflands,  the  Philippine 
Iflands. 

S f 
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The  iflands  of  Mindanao,  Celebes,  or  Macassar, 
and  the  Timorian  Chain. 

New  Holland. 

XIX.  Molucca,  or  Spicy  Iflands. 

Papuan  Iflands. 

Land  of  Papuas,  or  New  Guimea.,  ’ 

New  Britain.  ^ 

New  Ireland. 


' ‘ ' B R I S H. 

XX.  A Journey  from  London  to  Dover,  along  the 
Coafts,  in  the  year  1787. 

XXI.  The  fame  continued  from  Dover  along  the  remaining 
coaft  of  Kent,  of  all  Sujfex,  of  Hampjhire,  to  Pcrtf- 
mouth,  and  the  circuit  of  the  Ifle  Wight-,  accom- 
panied by  my  Son  David  Pennant. — The  obje(5t  of 
this  journey  is  fully  mentioned  in  p.  31  of  my 
Literary  Life. 

XXII.  A Journey  taken  in  1773,  through  fome  of  the  in- 
ternal parts  of  Chejfnre,  Lancajhire,  Torkjhire,  Weft-^ 
moreland,  and  Cumberland,  as  far  as  Alfton  Moor. — Sec 
moi^  of  tliis  tour  in  my  Literary  Life,  p.  1 6. 
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N.B.  ITLEPAGEto  JVhiteford,  the  date  1796. — I requeft 


that  this  may  be  read  1795.  It  v/as  expedled  that  the 


■whole  book  would  have  been  printed  in  that  year;  but  by  various 
delays,  too  well  known  to  authors,  it  was  not  completed  till  the 
month  of  March  1796.  I therefore  beg  the  reader  would  confi- 
der  that  the  feveral  references  which  may  be  fuppofed  to  relate 
to  1796  can  only  intend  1795  : for  example,  p.  161.  ).  9.  ‘ next 
feafon’  means  the  wheat-fowing  feafon  of  that  year.  ‘ In  the 
next  year,’  means  1796.  The  attentive  reader  will  difcover 
many  other  references  of  that  kind. 

Page  99,  after  paragraph  2d. — We  retain  in  Whiteford  church 
the  decent  fervice  of  praying  for  the  fick,  inftead  of  lazily  linking 
it  into  the  xxixth  fupplication  of  the  Litany.  The  prayers  on 
that  occafion  are  fo  pathetic,  fo  admonitory  to  the  congregation, 
that  I am  amazed  that  any  minilter  Ihould  remain  infenfible  of 
the  impropriety  of  the  omiflion. 

I NOW  cannot  but  moll  earneftly  exhort  the  fquires  of  every 
parilh  to  attendance  on  divine  fervice,  if  it  was  only  to  hear  the 
fad  catalogue  of  the  miferable  objefts  which  compofe  the  larged 
part  of  thofe  for  whom  the  devotions  I allude  to  are  intended. 
It  will  diredt  their  benevolence  to  their  relief.  They  may  find 
among  them  objefe  of  their  chanty,  whom  they  may  never 
otherwife  have  heard  of.  They  may  find  tenants  to  whom,  they 
ought  to  be  fathers.  They  certainly  will  find  congenerous 
beings,  to  whom  every  duty  of  humanity  is  enjoined  by  the  Sa- 
viour of  the  world:  This  I Ihould  hope  is  thus  irrcfillibly 
enforced  ; 


S f 2 


Come, 
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Come,  ye  blessed  of  my  father,  inherit  the  kingdom 

PREPARED  FOR  YOU  FROM  THE  FOUNDATION  OF  THE  WORLD. 

For  1 WAS  an  hungred,  and  ye  gave  me  meat  j i was 
thirsty,  and  ye  gave  me  drink;  i was  a stranger,  and 
YE  took  me  in;  naked,  AND  YE  CLOATHED  ME;  I WAS  SICK, 
AND  YE  VISITED  ME;  I WAS  IN  PRISON,  AND  YE  CAME  UNTO  ME. 

Then  shall  the  righteous  answer  him,  saying,  lord, 
WHEN  SAW  WE  THEE  AN  HUNGRED,  AND  FED  THEE  ? OR 
thirsty,  and  GAVE  THEE  DRINK? 

When  saw  we  thee  a stranger,  and  took  thee  in? 
OR  naked,  and  clothed  thee  ? 

Or  when  saw  we  thee  sick,  or  in  prison,  and  came 

U NTO  THEE  ? 

And  the  king  shall  answer,  and  say  unto  them, 
verily  i say  unto  you,  inasmuch  as  ye  have  done  it  unto 

ONE  OF  THE  LEAST  OF  THESE  MY  BRETHREN,  YE  HAVE  DONE  IT 
UNTO  ME. 

To  thefe  benedidlory  veffes  let  me  add  one,  in  which  the 
penalty,  as  well  as  the  reward  is  united.  I cannot  refift  the  im- 
pulfc,  as  it  is  fo  admirably  adapted  to  the  times.  'It  fliall  be 
followed  by  an  extrafl  from  p.  164  of  this  work,  which  I com- 
municated to  the  public  through  the  channel  of  the  Chefter 
paper,  followed  by  fome  declarations  to  prevent  the  miftaking  of 
any  part.  I fervently  wifii  to  promote  a friendly  agreement 
between  landlord  and  tenant ; between  tenant  and  every  poor 
laborer.  The  benevolent  Duke  of  Beaufort,  and  I believe 
others  of  the  benevolent  Great,  have  made  the  atternpt;  and,  to 

the 
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the  glory  of  laacllord  and  tenant,  are  to  this  moment  difpenfing 
their  generous  plan  to  a grateful  people.  Such  an  agreement 
was  entered  into  by  the  farmers  of  part  of  this  and  a neighbor- 
ing county ; but  to  their  infamy,  many  of  them  withdrew  from 
their  words  and  their  fignatures.  May  the  landlords  become  the 
inftruments  of  compelling  them  to  accept  the  blefling  offered  in 
the  laft  part  of  the  Lne,  and  to  fhun  the  curfe  denounced  in  the 
firft  ! There  is  one  defeription  of  men,  on  whom  it  fhould  fall 
in  a moffc  exemplary  manner.  The  badger,  or  faftor,  employed 
to  exhauft  the  ftock  of  corn  and  other  provifions,  not  by  fair 
agreement,  but  by  openly  railing  the  price,  by  offering  more 
than  the  farmer  would  have  afked  j and  even  telling  them,  in  open 
market,  * Afk  what  you  will,  and  we  will  give  it.’  The  poor, 
fmee  the  repeal  of  the  5th  and  6th  oihdward  IV.  by  the  1 2th  of 
George\\\.  are  left  defencelefs.  The  means  of  indifting  the  pu- 
nifhmentby  the  ftatute  is  taken  away,  and  they  are  to  feekjuflice 
through  the  tedious  expenfive  labyrinths  of  the  common  law. 

He  that  withholdeth  corn,  the  people  shall  curse 

HIM  ; BUT  BLESSING  SHALL  BE  UPON  THE  HEAD  OF  HIM  THAT 
SELLETH  IT.  ProvevbSy  chap.  xi.  ver.  26. 


'Po  the  Editor  of  the  Chester  Courant. 

Sir, 

PERMIT  me  to  convey,  through  the  channel  of  your 
paper,  a paragraph  from  a book  which  is  ftill  in  the  prefs ; 

* I would  never  grant  a leafe  to  a great  corn-tenant.  I would 
* preferve  a power  over  his  granary,  which  legiflature  will  not,  or 

‘ cannot 
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^ cannot  afiume.  Should  he  attempt  by  exportation  to  exhauft  it 
‘ in  years  of  fcarcity,  and  not  leave  a fufficient  fupply  for  the 
‘ country  which  produced  the  grain  j — fhould  he  attempt  a mo- 
‘ nopoly  j — fhould  he  refufe  to  carry  a proper  quantity  to  the 
‘ next  market ; — or  fhould  he  refufe  to  fell,  to  the  poor  whocan- 
‘ not  attend  the  market,  corn  in  fmall  quantities,  I would 

‘ INSTANTLY  ASSUME  THE  POWER  OF  THE  LANDLORD,  AND  EXPEL 
‘ HIM  FROM  MY  ESTATE.  A juft  punifhment  for  the  tenant,  who, 
‘ through  rapacity,  declines  to  comply  with  my  defires,  excited 
‘ widi  no  other  view  than  to  promote  the  good  of  the  public.’ 

The  evil  which  we  wifh  by  the  above  radically  to  correct, 
may  foon  be  paft  cure,  I therefore  commit  the  extract  to  your 
hands.  The  evil  is  entirely  local ; other  parts  of  Great  Britain 
are  polTibly  unaffefted  by  it,  and  have  no  occafion  to  take  alarm. 
We  do  not  wifh  the  farmers  folely  to  feed  the  poor  ; we  only  re- 
quefl  them  to  referve  in  the  country  corn  enough  of  every  kind 
to  enable  others  to  exert  their  benevolence  to  their  poorer  neigh- 
bors ; not  by  gratuitous  donations,  but  by  felling  it  at  reafonable 
prices  to  thofe  who  are  in  wantj  wx  do  not  afk  it  fi'om  the 
farmers  at  the  prices  of  good  times.  God  forbid  that  we  fliould 
deny  them  fair  profits,  fuch  as  every  other  dealer  has  a right  to. 
I wifn  to  inculcate  univerfal  juflice  j but  let  us  remember  that 
CHARITY  begins  at  home.  We  fhall  gladly  impart  our  fuper- 
fluity  to  our  mofc  diflant  neighbors,  even  fhould  we  be  obliged 
to  pay  more  for  the  bare  competency  we  may  referve. 

. T.  P. 

Downing,  February,  1796. 
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1.  zi.  for  ruins  r.  ruin. — P.  2c6.  1.  7.  for  Parys  Mountain  r.  Parys  Mine 
Company. — P.  206.  1.  8.  for  evaporate  r.  cryftallize.— P.  271. 1.  7.  before  part, 
infert  this. 
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